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“Only connect.”

—E. M. FORSTER

Clark is a small liberal arts research
university in a mid-sized city. While
we are deeply committed to this place
and cherish our close connections to
our Main South neighborhood and the
City of Worcester, our horizons and
aspirations go beyond the small corner
of the world we occupy.

We also believe strongly in the
rigorous practices that have been
the hallmark of research universities.
However, presenting the results of
our research in journals and at
conferences aimed primarily at
academic specialists will not
create either broad awareness of
new research findings or the trust
necessary for people from different
spheres to cooperate productively.

How are we to think and act both
locally and globally? How do we meet
the needs and standards of both the
academy and the wider world?

CONNECTING, LEARNING,
AND MAKING A DIFFERENCE

One way is to continually look for
opportunities to bring the world
beyond Clark to our campus, while
simultaneously going forth to engage
with people and institutions with
whom we share interests. Here

are some examples of ways the
Mosakowski Institute has worked in
its first five years to create and
strengthen the connections between
Clark and the world of practice, policy,
and people’s lives.

Bringing State House deliberations to
campus. In 2011, as the Massachusetts
legislature was grappling with the
problem of how to re-draw the
Massachusetts congressional

district map and eliminate one of the
state's districts as required because

of the state's slower-than-average
population growth, a Clark political
science class was studying that very
topic (see p 25). The legislature's
Special Committee on Redistricting
accepted the Mosakowski Institute's
offer to hold its Worcester regional

public hearings in Clark's Tilton Hall.
Clark students had the opportunity

to observe first-hand the realities of
what they were studying in class, while
visiting legislators, many of whom

had never been to Clark, experienced

a packed auditorium of students and
community residents witnessing and
taking part in democracy in action.

Moderating community
conversations. When the Harvard
Pilgrim Health Care Foundation
wanted guidance from the greater
Worcester community on possible
new directions for its philanthropic
work, it approached Mosakowski
Institute Director Jim Gomes to lead

a series of discussions throughout
2013. This project, “Better Together

in Worcester,” brought senior
leadership from about twenty
prominent Worcester-area nonprofit
organizations together to consider
both the region'’s strengths and areas
where progress was needed. Among
the areas identified for possible future
initiatives were building more effective
partnerships between the for-profit
and nonprofit communities and
creating better opportunities to involve
the area’s many college students in the
life of the community.

Convening New England thought

and action leaders. Worcester is

New England’s most centrally located
city, and as such offers a convenient
place for thought and action leaders

to come together and interact. In the
summer of 2011, President David
Angel welcomed an array of civic

and business leaders, scholars, and
activists to Clark for a Federal Reserve
Bank of Boston conference hosted

and co-sponsored by the Mosakowski
Institute along with MassINC and the
Rappaport Institute for Greater Boston.
The conference, “Collaboration and
Leadership in Smaller Industrial
Cities,” which included a keynote
address by Boston Fed President

Eric Rosengren, provided a forum to
consider the importance of these cities
— including Worcester — to New
England's economy, the nature of their
comparative advantages in attracting
capital investment, and the challenge
of creating prosperity for all the diverse
populations who live in these cities.
The Institute's subsequent work as the
Boston Fed's Research Partner for its
Working Cities Challenge (see p. 16)
was one of several useful byproducts
of this gathering.

The Institute also organized the panel
on “Congressional Redistricting in New
England” at the 2012 Annual Meeting
of the New England Political Science
Association (NEPSA) in Portsmouth,
New Hampshire. The panel, co-chaired
by Mosakowski Director Jim Gomes
and Associate Professor Rob Boatright
(political science), brought together
experts from five New England

states (all but Vermont, which has

but one congressional district), to
present papers on the 2010 round of
redistricting in the region. The Institute
has published the papers as a book
that is available both in hard copy and
on the Institute’s website. Two recent
Clark alums, Amelia Najjar 12 and
Nicholas Rossi 12, M.A. 13, who had
been students in Boatright and Gomes'
Geography of Politics course (see

p. 25), co-authored the paper about
their home state of Rhode Island.

Commentary: The “American
Challenges" series. In the fall of 2008,
as the nation was preparing to go to
the polls for what would prove to be

a historic election, The Boston Globe
commissioned Mosakowski Director
Jim Gomes to write a series of six
weekly op-ed pieces on critical issues
facing the country. The result was
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“American Challenges,” a compendium
of columns on such topics as health
and education policy, the politics

of climate change, the integrity of

our electoral processes, and the
impoverishment of political discourse.
Here is an excerpt from one column

in the series, “Health care, education
through the looking glass":

“A thought experiment may be helpful:
What if public education worked like
our health care system? First, children’s
education would depend on where

their parents worked. If the employer
provided it as part of a benefits package,
kids would receive an education. Some
employers would offer high-quality
educations to their employees’ kids,
while others would offer stripped-down
schooling that omitted whole subjects
or stopped after sixth grade. Students
would bring daily co-payments to school
with their lunch money.”

“When | wrote these pieces,” said
Gomes, “the country had entered a
period of great uncertainty. So much
of what had been taken as a given in
the last half of the 20t century, from
broadly shared prosperity to the health
of our political system to America’s
place of leadership in the world, was
being called into question.”

The “American Challenges” series
generated considerable favorable
reaction and attention for Clark’s new
research center. Much of what Gomes
wrote five years ago has proven to

be prescient and remains vital. The
Mosakowski Institute will continue

to look for opportunities to bring an
evidence-based perspective to the
public square.

Timely and provocative speakers:
Bringing the conversation to Clark.
With its broad purview and emphasis
on influencing important policies
and practices, the Mosakowski
Institute can draw on a broad range
of thoughtful and thought-provoking
speakers, enriching the quality of
discourse experienced by Clark
students, faculty, and our neighbors
in the community.

Since its founding, the Institute

has sponsored dozens of speakers
who have come to Clark to inform,
stimulate, and challenge audiences.
Here is a sampling of some of these
special programs:

2008. Two members of the
Massachusetts congressional
delegation, Barney Frank and
Worcester's own Jim McGovern,
headlined a panel on “The Politics
of Climate Change,” and provided
a candid appraisal of the prospects
for congressional action, concluding
that Congress would only act on
climate when its constituents
demanded it.

2009. Clark alum Lee Miringoff '73,
director of the Marist Institute for
Public Opinion, is the driving force
behind the highly regarded Marist
Poll. In his tele-lecture “Obama

at Year 1" co-sponsored with the
Political Science Department, Dr.
Miringoff shared the latest research
on American public opinion about
President Obama, health care reform,
and other current topics.

2010. Steven Rothstein, president

of the Perkins School for the Blind,
delivered the lecture “Individuals with
Disabilities: The Next Civil Rights
Movement.” Rothstein traced the
progress that had been made in the
twenty years since the enactment

of the Americans With Disabilities
Act and set out an agenda for future
action. Co-sponsored with the Difficult
Dialogues program at Clark.

2011. Dr. Jane Lubchenco, NOAA
Administrator and Undersecretary
of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere, presented the Albert,
Norma and Howard '77 Geller
Endowed Lecture, “Growing a
Sustainable Future: Reasons for
Urgency and Hope,"calling for
renewed commitment to protecting
the environment in the wake of the
Deep Water Horizon and Fukushima
disasters. Co-sponsored with the
George Perkins Marsh Institute.

2011. Jessie Gruman, Ph.D., nationally
known health care author and expert
on patient engagement, delivered

the Alex Drapos Memorial Lecture,
“That's Not What | Wanted to Hear!:
Evidence-Based Medicine and

Our Hard Choices.” Gruman noted
that evidence-based treatment
recommendations often clash with
the wishes of individual patients.

2012. Kevin Knobloch, President of
the Union of Concerned Scientists,
delivered this year's Geller Endowed
Lecture, “Science and Democracy

in Turmoil: The Fracturing of a Great
American Relationship.” Knobloch
decried the change in the political
climate that has de-emphasized the
role of science and evidence in federal
policy making. Co-sponsored with the
Marsh Institute.

o

2012. Dr. Ruy Teixeira of the Center
for American Progress, one

of America’s leading political
demographers, addressed the timely
topic of America's changing electorate
and the upcoming presidential
election in this year's Mosakowski
lecture, “Can Obama Win Re-election?
Demographic vs. Economics.”

Teixeira accurately predicted an
Obama victory, citing the rapid

growth of Democratic-leaning
population groups. Co-sponsored

with the Political Science Department.

2013. In her lecture, “Fields, Factories,
and Workshops: Green Economic
Development on the Smaller-Metro
Scale,” historian and journalist
Catherine Tumber shared the results
of her travels to 25 cities in the
Northeast and Midwest, discussed
strategies for developing a productive
green economy in the era of climate
change, and invited conversation
about Worcester's efforts to meet
the challenge. Co-sponsored with

the Economics Department.
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These visits from key decision makers
and opinion leaders often include

a luncheon with faculty, coffee and
conversation with students or a dinner
with a selection of Clark faculty, alums,
and community leaders. Sometimes,
these days together are the beginning
of productive, long-term relationships.
For example, Dr. Jane Lubchenco's visit
to Clark led directly to the creation

of our NOAA Fellows program (see

p. 28). The net effect of all these
Mosakowski connections is to enrich
Clark’s collective understanding of the
world and to better position students
and faculty to make a difference in it.

For more information on the programs
described here, including transcripts
and videos, please visit the Institute’s
website, www.clarku.edu/research/
mosakowskiinstitute.
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FOUNDING BENEFACTORS:
BILL AND JANE MOSAKOWSKI

“Someones sitting in the
shade today because
someone planted a tree a
long time ago.”

—WARREN BUFFETT

It doesn't seem all that long ago that
Jane '75 and Bill '76 Mosakowski
were Clark undergrads, majoring

in English (Jane) and Government
(Bill). But the Mosakowskis'
commitment to Clark University and
their extraordinary generosity have
created a legacy that will benefit
future generations of Clark students
long into the future.

From an early age, Bill Mosakowski has
had a fascination with government,
working first in a state government

agency and then in the private sector

as a consultant to governments.
He went on to found his own firm,
The Public Consulting Group.

“When | left Clark and headed to Boston
... [ found a love and a passion in
government service that | knew | would
never leave. | have continued to find
the intricacies, the changes, everything
that goes on in government to be
so fascinating, so instructive, and
so important.”

And with that fascination came
a determination to use research
and data to make government
perform better:

“I've often wondered: how many men
and women remanded to our
Department of Correction had stops
in our juvenile justice system? How
many of those in our juvenile justice
system came first through the child
welfare system? And how many of
those families served by our child
welfare system came through our
mental health system or some other
agency? What are the early warning
signs for preemptively serving those
populations that are at such risk?”

Jane Rossetti Mosakowski worked

in the library as a Clark student

and found that she liked it, in part
because of her life-long love of books.
Jane's campus job also introduced

her to the woman who would later
become her mother-in-law, Dorothy
Mosakowski, who worked at Clark’s
Goddard Library for many years. After
graduation, Jane would go on to earn
her master's degree in library science
from Simmons College and to work for
many years as a librarian.

Even with their active professional,
family, and civic lives, the
Mosakowskis have always taken a
deep interest in their alma mater. In
addition to their founding gift to endow
the Institute, they have made several
other major contributions to Clark.
One such gift enabled Clark to close
off and landscape the area between
Goddard Library and Wright Hall
that was formerly part of Downing
Street. Another created a substantial
fund that has allowed the library to

dramatically increase its acquisition
of books, including hundreds of new
titles relating to public policy and its
implementation. Bill has also given
countless hours of his time and
wisdom to Clark as a member of its
Board of Trustees, including serving as
chair of the board from 2007 to 2011.

Jane reflected on her Clark experience:

“My favorite Clark memory is the
thought | had upon graduation:
wishing | could start all over again
because I finally got it. I finally figured
out how to study, how to prepare
myself, and I realized Clark had done
its job because that was the whole
purpose of being there.”

With their founding gift to endow the
Mosakowski Institute, Jane and Bill
have made it possible for Clark to help
future generations of students prepare
themselves for lives of consequence

in a changing world. Even more, their
accomplishments and their generosity
have set a high standard to which
those future generations can aspire.
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“Get the right people on
the bus.”

—JIM COLLINS, GOOD TO GREAT

Over its first five years, the
Mosakowski Institute has drawn
upon the energy and talents of scores
of people, who together have built a
strong foundation for the Institute's
future work.

Director Jim Gomes came to the
Mosakowski Institute in 2007 after
anational search. A strategist,
institution builder, and communicator
with experience in the private,

public and nonprofit sectors, he
personifies the Institute’s aspiration
to deeply understand each sector
and to productively bridge the gaps
between them to achieve impact.

He served as president and CEO

of the Environmental League of
Massachusetts for more than a
decade, where he co-founded the
Massachusetts Environmental
Collaborative and the Massachusetts
Smart Growth Alliance. Earlier in his
career, Gomes was Massachusetts
Undersecretary of Environmental
Affairs, executive assistant to Senator
John Kerry, and an attorney at the
Boston firm of Hale and Dorr. Before
coming to Clark he taught at Williams
College and Tufts University and held
aresearch appointment at Harvard
University's Kennedy School. Gomes
received his B.A. in political science
from Trinity College, a master's
degree in public policy from Harvard
University's Kennedy School of
Government, and a law degree from
Harvard Law School.

John G. O'Brien was appointed

the Jane and William Mosakowski
Distinguished Professor of Higher
Education by President David Angel,
beginning in August 2013. O'Brien

is the immediate past president and
CEO of UMass Memorial Health Care
and a national leader in advocating for
the health of vulnerable populations.
He formerly served as CEO of the
Cambridge Health Alliance and
commissioner of health for the City of
Cambridge, and is a past chair of the
board of the Massachusetts Hospital
Association. He continues to serve

on several boards of directors in the
health field. He plays a leadership role
in helping to strengthen and catalyze
the Mosakowski Institute's work

on issues of health and well-being.
O'Brien holds an A.B. in economics
from Harvard College and an M.B.A.
in health care administration from
Boston University.

Richard Freeland was appointed the
first Jane and William Mosakowski
Distinguished Professor of Higher
Education by then-President John
Bassett, serving in that capacity from
2007 to 2009. The former president
of Northeastern University, he is
nationally known for his leadership
in practice-oriented education,
emphasizing the importance of
connecting classroom learning with
real-world experience. While at the

Institute, Freeland helped Clark to
design its signature Liberal Education
and Effective Practice (LEEP) initiative.
He left the Mosakowski Professorship
in 2009 to become Massachusetts
Commissioner of Higher Education,
and currently serves on Clark's

Board of Trustees. Freeland received
his bachelor's degree in American
studies from Amherst College and his
doctorate in American civilization from
the University of Pennsylvania.

John Brown, professor of economics, is
the first Jane and William Mosakowski
Distinguished Faculty Research
Fellow, beginning in the summer of
2013. Brown, who was appointed

after a search process conducted by a
sub-group of the Mosakowski Faculty
Steering Committee, is an economic
historian affiliated with the Clark
program in Urban Development and
Social Change. He also serves as a
research economist with the Program
in Cohort Studies of the National
Bureau of Economic Research. His
recent work with Professor Jacqueline
Geoghegan has examined efforts to
revitalize Worcester's Main South
neighborhood. His initial research

as Mosakowski Fellow focuses on

the problems and opportunities of
America’s mid-sized cities, including
urban schools. Dr. Brown received a
B.A. from the University of Wisconsin,
Madison and an M.A. and a Ph.D. from
the University of Michigan.

FACULTY STEERING
COMMITTEE

As one would expect at any university
research center, much of the work of
the Mosakowski Institute relies on the
effort, commitment, and expertise

of the Clark faculty. At Mosakowski,
the involvement of faculty goes well
beyond individual research projects
and courses.

The Institute is overseen by the
Mosakowski Faculty Steering
Committee, composed of faculty from
diverse disciplines who are united by
their commitment to connect research
to the concerns and challenges of

the world beyond the academy. In
addition to meeting as a group several
times a year to review the Institute’s
programs, individual members
consult on the design and launch of
Institute initiatives, suggest and recruit
speakers, assist in the selection of the
Mosakowski Faculty Research Fellow,
refer or nominate students who have
interests that match the Institute's,
and act as ambassadors for the
Institute with other Clark faculty.

Clark is deeply grateful to the
Mosakowski Faculty Steering
Committee, which upholds both the
high intellectual standards of the
academy and the highest aspirations
of Clark as a small, urban research
university that seeks always to
“Challenge Convention" and “Change
Our World." Here are the Clark faculty
who have shepherded the Mosakowski
Institute through its first five years as
FSC members:

Nancy Budwig, associate provost
and dean of research. By virtue of her
senior position in Clark’'s Academic
Administration, Dr. Budwig serves

on the FSC ex officio. But her value

to the Institute extends far beyond
her administrative responsibilities. A
cognitive psychologist who taught for
many years in Clark's Hiatt School of
Psychology, Nancy brings a wealth of
experience in the world of academic
research to the Institute. She was also

deeply involved in the creation of the
Institute, advising the Clark president
and provost on its mission and
structure and serving on the search
committee that selected the Institute’s
inaugural director. She holds a B.A.
from Vassar College and a Ph.D. from
the University of California, Berkeley.

Michael Addis, Psychology
Margarete Arndt, Graduate School of
Management

Jacqueline Geoghegan, Economics
David Hibbett, Biology

Fern Johnson, English

Sharon Krefetz, Political Science
Sarah Michaels, Education

Robert Ross, Sociology

Jennie Stephens, IDCE

INSTITUTE STAFF

Lisa Coakley "11, executive assistant
to the director. Coakley has been

a key ingredient in the Institute’s
programs and development since its
founding. She came to the Institute
after more than a decade at Clark
working in the Communication and
Culture program and the Higgins
School for the Humanities, and drew
upon those experiences in setting
up the Institute’s office systems. She

oversees the Institute’s accounting and

communications systems, plans

its numerous events, and is the first
point of contact for many callers and
visitors to Mosakowski. A Clark alum,
parent, and staff member, she is deeply
dedicated to the University and its
mission and focuses intently on the
well-being and growth of our students.

STUDENT RESEARCH AND
OFFICE ASSISTANTS

The Institute has been fortunate to
draw upon the energy and enthusiasm
of many Clark students and recent
alums in carrying out its mission.

Their work has covered a wide

range of topics and skill sets, from
researching student and school system
performance to teaching GIS mapping
techniques to helping to organize
conferences and presentations. In

all their efforts, they have helped the
Institute maintain a high level of quality
and advanced their own learning about
the world. They also serve as points of
constant inspiration for the faculty and
staff members who work with them.

Mickayla Aboujaoude 17

Samuel Kofi Ampaabeng, Ph.D. 13
Laura Faulkner 10, M.P.A. 11
Nicholas Giner, Ph.D. 13

Natch Greyes '10

Sara Hagstrom '09

Joseph Krahe "12

Sarah Lamotte

Andrea Lopez Duarte '06, M.P.A.'09
Jessica Lui

Brigid Palcic 11, M.A. 12

Amelia Najjar 12

Mai Pham 14

Jennelle Quill, ‘09

Anna Rosofsky 10, M.A. "1
Nicholas Rossi 12, M.A. 13
Suryea Ry 14
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“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”

—BENJAMIN FRANKLIN

IN MILLIONS $

ENDOWED FUNDS

15

12

FY 07 FY 08 FY 09

The Mosakowski Institute was

made possible thanks to a $10

million founding gift by Bill '76 and
Jane '75 Mosakowski in 2006.

The endowment they created as

well as the later endowment for the
Institute established by the gift of

Dr. Lee Gurel '48, is invested by Clark’s
investment managers as part of their
overall stewardship of the University's
endowment funds.

FY 10 FY M FY 12 FY 13

This graph tracks the fiscal year-
ending market value of the combined
Institute endowments (Mosakowski
and Gurel Funds) since the original
founding gift.

FY 07 $10,920,818
FY 08 10,965,626
FY09 8,028,954
FY 10 9,720,3362
FY 11 11,469,484
FY 12 10,801,801
FY13 12,369,236

T All figures are calculated using the
University's audited financial statements
for each fiscal year displayed.

2The Gurel Endowment was established
during FY "10.

OPERATING STATEMENT, FYS '12 & '13

The primary source of support for
the Mosakowski Institute's programs
in its first five years has been
income from the Mosakowski and
Gurel endowments. The Institute
has also played an important role in
other Clark units obtaining several
sizeable research grants, however,
these funds have not been allocated
to Mosakowski Institute accounts.
Rather, they are accounted for
separately and expended by those
other units.

FY 12 FY 13
Total Expenditures 478,366.45 44720147
Receipt Description
Distribution from Mosakowski Endowment 430,687.76 439,513.80
Distribution from Gurel Endowment 25,219.40 25,659.25
Other Income 0 7,500.00
Total Receipts 455,907.16 472,673.05
FY Balance [22,459.2973 25,471.58

ALLOCATION OF PROGRAMMATIC EXPENDITURES, FYS '12 & '13

Two years ago the Institute began
pursuing an explicit strategy of
concentrating its efforts in four broad
research areas and in LEEP-based
pedagogy. This chart illustrates the
balance of expenditures among these
areas of concentration* over the two
most recently completed fiscal years.

These allocations do not reflect a
judgment as to the relative priority of
the areas of concentration; they may
fluctuate from year to year depending
upon the degree of completion of
various projects and the particular

mix of opportunities, including the
availability to the Institute of additional
funding (e.g., grant funds) at any point
in time.

Source: Mosakowski Institute Statements
of Accounts, FYs 12 & '13

B eep

B Education
Health & Well-being
Mid-sized Cities

I Sustainability

3 The Institute’s operating account
maintains a cash reserve that allows
expenditures over the course of a fiscal
year to exceed that year's receipts.

4 Percentages reflect direct cash
expenditures only and do not include
allocations of staff time.
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MO,S—-AIIZOWSKI FACULTY PARTNERS

P
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“Knowledge has to be

improved, challenged,

and increased constantly,

or it vanishes.”

While the Mosakowski Institute
has established few formal faculty

bedrock upon which all its efforts
stand. Although Clark is a relatively
small research university, it is home

to a faculty with a commitment to

the creation and application of new
knowledge, a wide range of interests
and expertise, and the desire to involve

relationships with faculty are the

both undergraduate and graduate
students in their projects.

appointments or affiliations, its

The following list contains all Clark

Institute has worked in its first five
years, their department or program,
and the issues or projects on which

imagine how this list will grow in the
years to come.

Faculty Member Affiliation Project(s)

Sarah Buie Higgins School Difficult Dialogues

Ted Buswick GSOM Worcester's Creative Economy; Art of Science
Learning

Brian Cook Political Science Student survey research

Verna Delauer

Marsh Institute

Climate change; HERO

Tom Del Prete

Adam Institute

Promise Neighborhood; Teacher quality

Eric DeMeulenare

Education

Promise Neighborhood

Tim Downs

IDCE

Working Cities Challenge

Deborah Dwork

Strassler Center

Informed Activism for Congo

Priscilla Elsass

Dean of Research, GSOM

FSC; Promise Neighborhood

Anita Fabos IDCE Immigrant livelihoods

Jude Fernando IDCE Livelihoods Strategy for Haiti

Ellen Foley IDCE Worcester public health

Richard Freeland Mosakowski Professor LEEP

Karen Frey Geography NOAA Fellows

Jackie Geoghegan Economics FSC; Housing prices; NOAA Fellows
Robert Goble Marsh Institute Climate Change

Barbara Goldoftas IDCE Chronic Disease

Wayne Gray Economics Census Data Usage

Stacey Hancock Mathmatics Promise Neighborhood

David Hibbett Biology FSC; Mycoremediation of toxics
Denise Hines Psychology Family Impact Seminar; Domestic violence
Fern Johnson English FSC; Transracial adoption

Rob Johnston Marsh Institute NOAA Fellows; Climate Change; Geller Lectures;
Earth Transformed 25
David Jordan GSOM Social entrepreneurship in Haiti

Sharon Krefetz

Political Science

FSC; Congress’ use of research

faculty and post-docs with whom the

they have collaborated. It is exciting to

Bruce London Sociology Proximity of toxics and schools

Mikaela Luttrell-Rowland Strassler Center Informed Activism for Congo

Deb Martin Geography HERO

Stephen McCauley Marsh Institute Biotech cluster

Sarah Michaels Education FSC, NGSX

Mark Miller Political Science Mock Trial Program

Jean Moon Mosakowski Visiting Scholar NGSX; Use-Inspired Research

John O'Brien Mosakowski Professor Working Cities Challenge; Worcester public health

Yelena Ogneva-
Himmelberger

IDCE; Geography

Promise Neighborhood; Census Data Usage

Faculty Member Affiliation Project(s)

Michael Addis Psychology Mosakowski Faculty Steering Committee (FSC);
Men's mental health

John Ameer Education Teacher quality

David Angel President/Provost LEEP

Margarete Arndt GSOM FSC

John Baker Biology NOAA Fellows

Anthony Bebbington Geography Earth Transformed 25

Kate Bielaczyc

Hiatt School of Education

Innovation Schools; Teacher quality

Robert Boatright

Political Science

Congressional Redistricting; NEPSA redistricting
panel; Money and politics in Worcester

Ramon Borges-Mendez IDCE Promise Neighborhood; Working Cities Challenge;
S. Worcester development; Census Data Usage

Mary-Ellen Boyle GSOM Biotech cluster

Halina Brown IDCE Sociotechnical factors in Climate Change

John Brown

Economics; Mosakowski Fellow

Housing prices; Working Cities Challenge

Nancy Budwig

Associate Provost & Dean of Research

FSC; LEEP; Use-Inspired Research; Promise
Neighborhood; Art of Science Learning

Ravi Perry Political Science Changing Face of Worcester

Colin Polsky Geography HERO

Gil Pontius Geography HERO

Mahesh Ramachandran Marsh Institute Climate Change

Deb Robertson Biology NOAA Fellows

John Rogan Geography NOAA Fellows; HERO

Bob Ross Sociology FSC; The Great Recession and Families;
Changing Face of Worcester

Laurie Ross IDCE Domestic violence; Promise Neighborhood;
Homeless youth; Worcester public health

Marianne Sarkis IDCE Working Cities Challenge; Worcester public health

Jennie Stephens IDCE FSC; Biotech cluster; Smart Grid

Mark Tigan IDCE Urban development

Christopher Williams Geography NOAA Fellows

Marianne Wiser Psychology STEM learning progressions

Jing Zhang GSOM Biotech cluster
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LOOKING AHEAD:
THE NEXT FIVE YEARS, AND BEYOND

“The outcome of any serious research can only
be to make two questions grow where only one

grew before.”

—THORSTEIN VEBLEN

When the Mosakowski Institute

was publicly launched at our 2008
University Research and the
American Agenda conference, one
didn't have to be a seer to know that
public education, health care, and
energy and climate would continue to
be major challenges for many years to
come. But while the questions posed
at that conference remain vital, new
facts, questions, and points of view
have since emerged that cast new light
and perspective on each of these areas
of concern. In just the past five years:

In the field of Education, value-

added methods for assessing

student progress have become more
sophisticated and nuanced, adding to
the call for greater performance and
accountability. At the same time, work
in behavioral psychology has raised

questions as to whether market-like
incentives are likely to be effective
in improving schools, teaching, and
learning.

In the Health area, the passage of

the Affordable Care Act in 2010, and
the Supreme Court's 2012 decision
affirming the law's constitutionality,
set the stage for the largest change ina
domestic social program in almost five
decades, while the law's opponents
showed increasing determination

to use every political tool at their
disposal to delay implementation and
ultimately repeal the law. Meanwhile,
the rising cost of health care imposed a
burden on families, employers and the
overall economy.

Major new discoveries of natural gas
and development of technologies

to extract previously uneconomic
supplies of oil and gas have
dramatically changed the economics
of Energy, making a shift to renewable,
less carbon-intensive sources

of energy more challenging. The
Fukushima nuclear plant in Japan

was the scene of a catastrophe that
continues to this day. Meanwhile,

the domestic politics of the climate
change issue underwent a remarkable
and rapid transformation, from the
House of Representatives passing “cap
and trade” legislation in 2009 to the
near invisibility of the issue in the 2012
election campaign.

Beyond these three issue areas, much
more has been happening. The nation's
recovery from the Great Recession has
been painfully slow, and in other parts
of the world even slower. The spread

of computer and telecommunications
technology and the growth of social
networking have paradoxically brought
people closer together and reduced
human interactions. The corrosive
partisanship in Washington has
intensified and that city’s gridlock has

hardened, causing many to reconsider
the states and cities as places

where openness to new evidence,
experimentation and problem-solving
might yet gain traction. And in just
these five years, the Earth's population
has grown by more than 400,000,000
people, to more than 7.1 billion.

It's been an amazing five years in
which to begin this new kind of
university institute. What might the
next five years hold, and the years after
that? Here are a few of the questions
the Mosakowski Institute is beginning
to pursue in projects that are just
getting started:

* What are the attributes of effective
teachers? Which of those attributes
are the same and which differ in the
inner city and the suburbs? How
can we identify them, measure
them, and, most importantly, foster
them?

* What can be done about the rapid
growth of non-communicable
disease, such as type 2 diabetes

and cardiovascular disease, both
inthe U.S. and abroad? How can
the cost of these conditions, both
human and financial, be reduced?
What approaches hold the most
promise for reversing the growth
of these conditions, and how does
that answer differ in varying social,
economic, and cultural contexts?

Why are some of America's older
cities doing better at revitalization
and renewal than others? What
can for-profit and not-for-profit
entities do to assist governments
to bring hope and opportunity to
the tens of millions of people who
live in these places that played such
animportant role in the nation's
past, and that continue to serve
as gateways for new waves of
immigrants?

How can technology help to reverse
the warming of the Earth brought
about by increasing concentrations
of greenhouse gases? Will the
development of a “smart grid”
cause electricity consumption

— and the fossil fuel burning
that largely supports it — to
plummet, or will its greater
efficiency merely lead us to
consume more energy, thereby
accelerating climate change?

Students who matriculated at Clark
five autumns ago have now graduated
and are taking their places in jobs
and in graduate and professional
schools. The world they are joining as
young adults will continue to change
throughout their lives. Whatever the
future may hold, the Mosakowski
Institute will strive to focus Clark’s
research on important challenges
and opportunities to have significant
impact, to afford Clark students
important, even life-transforming
experiences, and to create stronger
bonds between Clark and the world.

The Mosakowski Institute will always
be a work in progress, in every sense.
We welcome your ideas, engagement,
and partnership.
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