
Lisa M. Jones  

Crimes Against Children Research 
Center, Univ. of New Hampshire  

2012 MASSACHUSETTS FAMILY IMPACT SEMINAR 

Youth at Risk: Part 1 

April 4, 2012 



25

35

45

55

65

75

85

95

US Maltreatment Trends 1990 - 2010  

Neglect: 10% decline  

Physical Abuse (x2): 56% decline 

Sexual Abuse (x3): 62% decline 

Source: Substantiated cases of maltreatment compiled by the National 

Child  Abuse and Neglect  Data System (NCANDS) 
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}National Incidence Studies (93 - 05)  
ƁSA down 44%; PA down 23%*  

}Self- report data  
ƁMinnesota Student Survey (92 - 10)  

¶SA down 28%; PA down 20%  

ƁNational Crime Victimization Survey (93 - 05)  

¶Juvenile sex victimizations down 52%  

*Harm Standard 



Note: Age 12 ï 17 years;  3 year averages. 
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Larceny (x1)

Simple Assault (x2)

Robbery (x14)

Aggravated Assault (x5)

Sex Assault (x20)
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% Students (12 - 18) Reporting Criminal 
Victimization at School (past 6 Months)  

Source:  Dinkes, R., Forrest Cataldi, E., Kena, G., & Baum, K. 

(2006). Indicators of school crime and safety: 2010 (NCES 

2011-002/NCJ 230812). Washington, DC: US Departments of 

Education and Justice. Survey data. 
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60% Decline from 1995-2007 
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% Students Ages 12 - 18 who Reported 
Being Targets of Hate - Related Words at 
School During the Previous Six Months  

Source: U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, School 

Crime Supplement (SCS) to the national Crime Victimization Survey, 

1999-2007 

60% Decline from 1993-2005 



Intimate Partner Violence  
(Nonfatal Victimizations ) 

Source:  Bureau of Justice Statistics   

http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/content/intimate/table/toti

pv.cfm 
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60% Decline from 1993-2005 
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Source:   O.J.J.D.P. (December 31,2007). Juvenile arrest rates by 
offense, sex, and race.  
Available: http://ojjdp.ncjrs.org/ojstatbb/crime/excel/JAR_2006.xls 
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60% Decline from 1994-2006 

R
a
te

 p
e
r 

1
0
0
,0

0
0
 J

u
v
e
n
ile

s
 

1
0
-1

7
 y

e
a
rs

 o
ld

 



10

15

20

25

30

Source: CDC ï Youth Risk Behavior Survey 

52% Decline 

1991 - 2009 P
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Source:  CDC National Vital Statistics Reports:  Sept. 

25, 2001, Vol. 49 (10); June 6, 2002, Vol. 50 (10); 

Dec.17, 2003,Vol. 52 (10); Nov.23, 2004 Vol.53(9); Dec 

5, 2007, Vol. 56(6); Vol. 56, No. 7, December 5, 2007  
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43% Decline 1991-2006 
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8th Grade 10th Grade 12 Grade

Source:  Johnston, L. D., O'Malley, P. M., Bachman, J. G. & 

Schulenberg, J. E. (December 11, 2007). University of Michigan 

News Service: Ann Arbor, MI. [Online]. Available: 

www.monitoringthefuture.org; accessed 7/30/08  

P
e
rc

e
n
ta

g
e
 

27% Decline 1997-2007 

22% Decline 1997-2007 

13% Decline 1997-2007 



}These 2 CM trends do not match other 
improvements in child well - being  

}Evidence suggests that increasing 
attention to these problems and shifting 
definitions may be masking parallel 
declines in these problems.  
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WISQARS 0-5 SHR 0-5 WISQARS 0-17 SHR 0-17 NCANDS 0-17

Percent Change 1993-2007 

WISQARS 0-5        -13.6% 

SHR 0-5                  -26.8% 

WISQARS 0-17      -41.4% 

SHR 0-17                -43.0% 

NCANDS 0-17         46.0% 

This graph shows child victim homicides as measured by the FBI Supplemental Homicide Reports (SHR) in red and the National Vital 

Statistics System (WISQARS) in blue. It also shows child maltreatment fatalities as reported by the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data 

System (NCANDS).  The lines show declining child homicides  from 1993 to 2005 according to the data from the two older, more 

established systems. The declines are somewhat smaller when including  only younger children, the ones whose homicides are most likely 

to be at the hands of family members.  The child maltreatment fatality data show a very different pattern, increasing through most of the time 

period. One possible explanation is that the scope of child maltreatment fatality data has been expanding as the system develops.  Some 

accounts from Texas and California about the development of the child fatality surveillance system suggest this explanation. 

Child Homicide and Maltreatment 
Fatality Rates 1990 - 2008  



}Economic fluctuations?  

}Better mental health and trauma treatment?  

}Better violence and maltreatment prevention?  

} Increased incarceration and prosecution of 
offenders  

} Improving cultural norms around caring for and 
protecting children?  



As child porn activity grows, efforts to 

trap offenders do too 



}Youth Internet Safety Surveys (YISS) 
conducted in 2000, 2005, 2010 with a 
nationally representative sample of youth 
(10 - 18)  

}Each YISS asked about unwanted online 
sexual solicitations and online 
harassment experiences  

}Trends in these experiences are tracked 
over important 10 - year period of 
Internet growth  
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