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Historica l Sketch of t he Par ks and Pl aygrounds o f Wor cest er. 

By J. F. Roche. 

The beginning of ~orcest er i s Perk Systerr can truly be said 

to have been coincidental with founding and settling of the town . 

The For in 1669, the Committee of Settlement, appointed by the 
Coirrron, 
1669. Governor, r ecommended in their Report tha t 11 twent y acres 

Used 

should be reserved near the center ." of the town, 11 for a train

ing fiel d and to build a s cl1ool house upon . 11 The present Corr.men 

i s port of this original t r aining f i elr , having been reduced to 

f or its present dimens i ons ~oon after the incorporation of 
Baseball 
up to 1867 . t he to v-'!l . It has been used for a va rd. e t y of purposes 

in the history of the town and c ity , inc luding base -ball games 

up to 1867; but free , popular us e has a l ways been its distingui sh

ing characteristic . From t he incorporat i on of ~orcester as a 

town, in 1722 , up to t he year 1854, when t he 11New Common" or 

Elm Park was a.oquireo , the Old Comn:on wae the sole bit of pub-

lic l and dedicated to public use and owned by the town . It was 

not until about 1850 t~at t he need for more public breatring 

space began to be fP.lt and that the people genera l ly began to 

realize that some day in the not - distant future , the necessi t y 

for more ext ensive public l ands would become much rrore acute . 

Mayor Chap
in ' s Inaugu
ral, 1850. 

The Hon . Henry Chapin in his Inaugural Address , de 

l i vered April 1 , 1850, recognize f thi s necessity in 

these sound and prophetic worde that would have no 

anachronistic ring in the Inougural of a present - day ~ayor: 



2 

"The t i ?T.c will soon con:e, '' he says, "when the necessity for more 

extensive puclic grounds will press strongl y upon us. It is un

fortun r,·t e that in years gone ty, when land could have been pro 

cured at a low price , tracts of· l and were not pur chased, which 

would have been a moet prolific- source of healt h , comfort and 

His 
sound 
advice! 

ornament to the city . No f orm of benevo 1.e nee woul d more 
' 

surely rrake the donor irr.morta.l than a gi fi of a tra ct of 

l and for public purposes . ..... I know of nothing which would 

insure so va luable an incorre upon the outl ay , as an investrr.ent 

of a reasonable sum in grounds, t o be r.ade public as tho occa

sion should clemand. 11 No man will doubt that it would have be en 

a most exc ellent investment , if Worcester had then bought l and 

i n all sectio ns of the ci t y to be i eveloped as needed , i nstead 

of waiting unti l its popul .r:: tion had incr eased from 17. 000 i n 

1850 to 80, 000 in 1888 , when it was forced to negotiate a 

$ 260,000 loan to corr.pl e t e its chain of parke , whicr. would even 

now be very inadequote except for beneficence of privat e i ndiv

iduals . And yet ho w m~ny politicians of the preoent day wi ll 

l earn t t i s lesson t aught them by the philosophy of the past fif

ty years and profit by it i n their plans for the future? The 

politician who does so learn, is the one who has the germs of 

t he statecrrBn in him; the master hand who in his intense pour

ing over current aff~rs does not develop a myopia f or next gen 

erations. 

In 1853, the queEtion of t he purchase of what is now El ~ 

Park came up before the City Government and passed the Board of 

Aldermen but was referred by the Comrr.on Council to the business 



Mayor of the f o l lowing year. The Hon. John S. C. Knowlton~ i n 
Knowl t on 
1853 whose wi sdo m and sound judgreen t t he peopl e had t he h i ghes t 

confidence, in his re cor d Inaugural Addr ess in 1854, u r ged the 

a ttention o f the city governmen t to t he ma t ter 11a t a n earl y day''. 

Now, t here were many objecti ons to t he pur chas e of such a p i ece 

of l and in t hose da~~ . when t he population was onl y 22 . 000 and 

t he sit e chosen .was f ar f rom a ny popu lous or crowd : d distr i ct, 

and when i t fur t hermore was a dreary looki ng marsh and bog, at 

once un i nvit i ng to t he eye and i nconvenient of a ccess . In fact 

one of t he great objec ts t ha t i t s supporters had in view was t o 

i nduce people not t o clus t er t ogether i n a l r eady overorov;ed.ed 

di s t r ic t s bu t to ge t the~ to move away from t he center of the 

town and expand their settl ement s, especia l l y t owArds the West 

Side . But despite al l objec tions , confi denc e i n rt.ayer Knowl t on 

El m Par k carried the day and immedi a t e a ction was t aken on the matter , 
Acquired ! 

followi ng his sugges t i on . Thus on N'.ar ch 15, 1854, the pre-

Eent Rl m Park, of abou t 27 acres then. was bought; and it was 

Cost, 
$11, 257 . 50 

formally conveyed to the city t wo (2) days later a t a 

cos t of $11?257 . 50 . Thin purchase is memorabl e not on

ly in a l ocal way , as being the first addit i on t o the public l ands 

Worce s t er 
the Pioneer 
in the Par k 
Movement 

of Worcest·er, but a l so entit l es Wor ces ter t o the na 

tional distinction of being t he f irs t city in the Uni

ted St a t es t o buy l and for park purposes out of public 

funds, New York fol lowi ng Wo rcester ' s examp l e several years l a-

t er in acqu irLng Centra l Park. The pr ice was a f ir s t class bar

gain and was paid without issuing a loan, although t he total 

amount o f taxes availabl e to t he city that year were only $131 , 600 

and the expenditures of the ra pidly growing city were very great . 
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Up to the year 1851 the Old Comwon had been l ooked a fter 

Corrmittees in a neglectful and desultory fashion . In that year. 
from . City 
Council. however , a Joint Standi ng Commi ttee of the City Coun-
1 851-1862 
on Shade Trees cil 11 0n Shade Trees and :Publ i c G-rounds" was appo i nted . 
and Public 
Grounds This Cammi ttee, al though appo int ed newly every year a.nd 

iften with changing personell, yet made at least a perfunctory 

attempt to bring sorr.e sor t o f order and arrangement out of the 

chaos of neglect into which things had fal l en . Their ~ission 

in r egard to Shade Tr ees was deerr.ed rr.ore i ~por t ant tban their 

functions in regard to Public Grounds ana the purchas e of the 

"New Coir.mo n" did not affect any change in this a ttitude . :But 

people didbegin to see that~ti es and functions of these Com

mittee~, however regarded , were outgrowing the capsci ty of 

their changing and variable personell to fulfil. Therefore 

St ate Act the St a t e Legisl a ture , on petiti on of the City Gov-
of 1 862 
authorizing ernment , in an "Act Rel a ting to Commissioners of 
Commisei oncrs 
of Shade Trees Shade Trees and Public Grounds in the City of 
and Public 
Grounds Worcester '' , approved Feb . 25. 1862, au tbo r ized the 

City Counuil to elect in Jonu ery of each year a Board of three 

( :-3) Commiesi oners for a t erm of three ( 3) years. each
1 

to "have 

the sole care , superintendence and managerrent of the public 

grounds .. ... and of all the shade trees on the grounds or on the 

public highways . " This Board was also authorized and required 

t o "lay out said publ ic grounds ...... and to embellish them with 

the planting of trees"; and a lso to "plant shade trees and 

ornament al trees throughout the city and sub~it an annual re-

Accepted 
by People 

port . • , A referendum clause wae attached t o the Act 

and t he people accepted it, 254 to 197, but evinced 



little inte~est in it, as was to be expec ted with the gloom of 
H 

a "great civil strif e hanging over them. 

5 

FirEt 
Commission 
1 863 

Thus on January 26, 1863, the City Council elect 

ed the f irst three Corrnr. i seioners under this act: and 

from thi s ycur up to May 1, 1885 , when the Perks- Commission ab

s orbed and succeeded them, thie Board end their successors , only 

nine (9) men in _all, he.d entire charge of al l the publ ic grounds 

ond shade trees of thic city. 

For fully ten (10 ) years Shade rrees were given more atten

tion than public grounds ond for nea.rly t en more t hey wer e 

Shade .Trees 
rece ive rr.or e 
att ention 

g iven as much atten t ion; and even a t the pr esent day 

they are a bi g drain on the t i rr.e and appropr i a tion of 

the Park Com.rr.iesioners . 

Obadi ah J3 . 
Hadwen , 
1867-1907 
Comrr:i s s ioner 

In 1867 , with t he appoin t ~cnt of Obadiah B. Hadwen. our 

present system finds tts first rea l human and indi 

vidual ancestor to whom we can trace rra ny o:' the 

"vestigi al traoes 11 that are found now everyV7h Pre in 

Worcester ' s enti re pa rk sye t err end which every true citizen 

hopes will never be lo et or otliter e tcd . From his srpo i ntment 

in 1867 to hi2 dea th in 1907, with the exception of 3 years 

( 1871-1873), ,.~r. Had we n se:rved as a. member of the Commissi.on 

with true patriotic zeal . 

St ephen Salis
bury 
1 869- 188 6 

In 1869, Stephen Salisbury , a noth er rublic bene

factor, wae appoi nt ed a nd he served without inter-

rupt ion unti l hi s retirement in 1886. 

Edward Wi ne low 
Lincoln! 
1870-1896 

' And fina lly, in 1870, Eowa:rd ~inslow Lin eoln 

was appoint eo; pr obably t he happ i est rroment i.n the 

whole his tory of Worces t er ' s pa r k sys t em . For to Edward W.lnslow 



Linco l n , mo r e than to any one rr.an , does ~orceste r owe near l y 

ev eryt h ing that it s various parks ca n boast of so proudly. He 

li -:.Cev:i s e served co ntinusou s ly until hi s dea th in 1896. 
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On hi s appo i ntrr.ent in 1870, Lincoln\116.s rr.ade Cha irma n o f the 

Lincoln 
the 
Cha irrr.an 
1 870-1896 

Corr.missi on and rerr.ain ed Eo until his dea th: h e wr ote 

the annual repo rts , often withou t cons ult ins tho other 

merr.bers; a nd dictot e_d every ppl icy of the Commi ssi on ~ 

planned a n d executed rr,os t a l 1 o f the "ti.g i mp:ro verr.ents and brought 

out i'n for c efu l l a ng uage all t he needs and requirement s of the 

parks befor e t he ci ty governrr.e nt. 
\ 

Fo r t wenty year s after it s. purchase Elm Park Tr actica l l y 

rerr.ained unchanged in its undeve loped condit ion . I t El m Par k ' s 
Developmen t 

was used for circuses and other exhibitions , ann a lso 

at tirres , like the Corr.men , i t was used for an ocuas iona l ba ll 

game . The country was groaning too hea vily under th e sorrows 

and burdens of the Civil wa~ to wi ch to devote rr.on ey f or its 

i rr:provement. But Gov . Levi Lincoln, a t hin dea th i n 1868 , 

Gov . Lin
col n ' s Leg
acy . vE: 
Elm Park 

l eft $1000 f or it s irr.p-rovement ana whe n soon a.f~er 

Edward W. Lincoln assumed cLnrge o f it , a definite 

and s ys t ernat ic pl an fo r it s dTaina.ge and genera..l irr.

p :rovement was ina.ugur e.. tea Ann. -reached its coa summat ion long be 

f ore the grea t Reaper h a d surrrr.oned Linco ln t o the El ysian Fi el ds . 

Al t hough never in t ended by na tu re to be a p l ayground . a s we un

ders t and it t oday , yet in the earl y eev0 nt i es th e c onstr uct ion 

o f the park vlas s t arted and as Lincoln says in hie Repor t for 
p . ..., I;:; 

1877 , "Tho use of tho ~ fo r the exhilire.ting and hea l thy ex-

ercise of skating was e. chief ob ,;cct of t he Corrrr.ission in their 
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Skat i ng Poo l 
a rid 

Care of Ice 
1 8 7 7 

constructi on" . Her e t hen for t he f i r st t i rre the pl ay

ground feature of our park eyEtem r eceives i ts f i rst 

officia l stress; t o which Li ncol n fur ther add s: ~r n t eT-

rupt i on by s l eet or snowst orm wae a di sappo i n t ment to which t he 

Commi ssion , reverting t o t heir own yo~th , could not bear t0 s ee 

the childr en sub~ected. Act ua l experiment has proved t ha t water 

can be thro1nn over the whole surface of the Diamond Poo l in a 

brief space of ti rr.e , wi tb a c on surr.p t ion of l i tt l e rr:a t erial 11
• So 

that Worcester thus offici ally for t he f i rst t i me in 1877 pr ovi des 

artificia l skating f aci l ities for its c hildren . The wat er sur 

f a ce at t hat time was probabl y about 3 acres , in cludi ng t he Di a 

mond Pool and the Nor t h Pool ; and f ro m that year . Linco ln kept 

t he i c e i n as go od condition as possi b l e . His words on t his 

sub j ect i n h is 1879 Repor t have B spe c ial interes t f or thei r 

similarity i n certa in re spe ct s and oi ssirr.i l arity i n ot hers of 

conditions fo l lowi. ng Christmas Day thHfl; ~~r . "The dey a f t er 

Christmas'' , he s ays , "was bitter cold , but the Cha irman of the 

Comrr.issi on wae not thereby prevent ed from att empt i ng to clear 

I dentifica t ion 
of 

Parks vs . P l ay
g r ound s 

the i ce of the snow that f ell during the ni ght pre

vious . " Ever s i nce this t i rr.e up t o 1908 , the 

p l aygro unds of Worcester havo al ways been i nsep

arably con '1ected with the parks s.na na turally alway s wi ll be . 

Topogra-phice.l ly , a t least, t h i s i s the ideal arrangement . 

Lincoln, a nd of cour se that means t he "Parks - Commission11
• 

l a nds cape- gardener and horticulturalist that he was . was always 

a great friend of children and favored a l ways everyt hing that 

furnished there v:i th innoc ent opportuni tief.: to vent their eur

plus energy, and as early as 1873, the fo l lowing words publ i cly 
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Lincoln a. r evea l ed his a ttit ude t owar ds p l aygrounds: 11The c i ty 
gr eat advo-
cator of mi ght wi s ely purchase an a cre or t wo in different sec-
Pl a J1grounds 
even in 1873 tions of it s t erri tor y . for the expr ess pl".rpose of a l-

lowi ng and i nciting tha t portion of our popul a tion wh i ch inclines 

to and r equires athle tic exerci s es out rtoors , t o gr atify i t s 

tas t es and neea s without a.c!loye.nc e . It is ha rd fo r boys or n:en 

And l 1.1 t er 
a l so 

to be compelled t o we Uc t wo or th~e e rr.i les t o a p lay 

grou nd, whe!'.l.c e , a f t e r hea rty exeTti on. t hey rr:u s t tra

ver se the eaLYJ C r1 i s t r··n c e on tbe way h orr.e. '' The ,:-e n oy-

in 
1 8 02 

of t his utter anc e is dis t ri buted through a ll his Reports and 

Worces t er ' s ch i l a r en we -:.-e i nde ecl fortuna t e to hs v e hi m et the 

h e l rr. of t he shi p t hat gui ded di s covery and a.ev el op1r.ent of the 

entire park ~ys t em . And he a l so wel l read the heart of t he 

ma jori t y o f a dults , -;-1nen h f> sa id in 1882 , 111rhe Com~!i s e ion 

know t hat no expe nn i tu r e F.ould be F-Ore cheerful l y sanctioned , 

by thos e who have t o pay t h e l arge moiety of the taxes. than 

t ha t v.1hich wouli't rr.ake prorrpt provision f or conveni ent end suit

a b l e p l ayBr ound s . " Ti ...,.e has .fr e~u cn tly p:rov en tha t Linc oln 

r i ghtl y s t ate 1 the true f e el i ngs of the vas t rr.ajority of t he 

t axpayere of ~orces t er. 
, 

!laesachuset ts On April 1 3 , 1882 . t:r_e 1Le.s suc hueott s "Park_ Act " 
Par k Act 
1882 was approved , ent i tled "An Act a ut hori zing Cities 

and Town t o l e.y ou t Pub l ic Parks v,i t hin t h eir l i rr.i t s . '1 This 

Unanirrous 
Accept ance 
by Vot ers 
1884 

Act was tubmitted to the vo t er s of Wor cester on No -

vember 4, 1884; an d they a ccept ed i t by a pra ct ica l l y 

unanimous vo te (Yes 5094, No 181), t huE bringinz into 

ex i et cnce tho pr esent ?ar k Comrri s si oners , whoEe s t atus dotes 

Precursor ba ck to ruid depends upon this act . This unanimous 
of ?ar k 
Sys t em ! 



acceptance wes an excellent indica tion of the temper of the 

peopl e in regard to the ocquirew.cnt of new per ks and pl ay

grounds and was a characteri stic precursory symptom of the 

a cute stat e this temper was soon to reach. 

9 

Lake Par 'i.' of 
110 a cres 
Presen t ed to 
Ci t y , 1884 

Ju8t st thiE time , ~r . Horac e R . Bi gel ow and t he 

Hon . Zdward L. Davis had perfected arr angements between 

themselves and presented to t he city ~s thei r combined 

gift t he rr.agnifi cen t tract of 110 acres upon t he west erly shores 

of Lake Quinsigarr.ond , now knowft a s Lake Perk . Curiously enough, 

and parad oxica lly as i t may seem, the psychological effects of 

this gift were to acc entuat e ono br ing to a cri s is popu l nr feel-

Its effects{ ings in regard to the a c~u i rement of a thorough and com-

prehensive. sy~ t cm of parka . This was oue t o the inaccessicility 

of Lake Park at t hat t i me , and t o its focus ing the people 1 s 

interest s upon t he sub,i ect of pa:rks : so tha t they felt w.o:r e 

keenly their pract l c&.l need an d began t o demand the i r.-rredi a te 

a cquirement of accesslbl e ti·a cts of land . It will thus be seen 

Very 
ti~ely ! 

t ha t no gif·t could have been more time l y· and 1': r. Davi s ' 

supplementary gift of ~ 5000 for the devoloprr~nt of Lake 

Par'Rr was al so a very helpful foctor . 

Under the ''Par :c J,ct" of 1882. e.nd by a sroci a l oct of the 

"Pa r ks~ Co rorr.issi.on" Legislature April 14. 1885, t, he Corr_rr.1. m: ion 
s-i; c ceedE: Corr.-
mt ssion of of Sl1ad.e Trees and Public Ground s was 
Shade ~rees 
and T'Ub1ic :"o:rrra.lly rr:erged on r,:ay 1, 1885 into the "Perks- Com-
G:rounns , 
May 1, 1885 miseion; and all the auties and responsib i li t i es of 

the o ld Board , as stat ed. in the St atute of 1862. wer e traneferred 

to t he ncwly-crssted Commission ana etill remain vested in them. 

All possililities of conflict were avoideo by appointing 
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Lincoln the Cha irrr.an of the ne..,.; Board. as l:e had been of the 

old; end by a l so appo i nting the othe r t wo ~e~bers of the former 

5 
n:crr:bcrs ! 

Board t o equal positione on the new Boa rd. But five 

merr.bers we re necessary for th e new Board and the two 

new men appointed were tote of great i rr.por t a.nce to the welfare 

Edward 
L. Davis 

o:f the city . 1.rhose rr.en were the Hon . Edward L. J;avis 

a nd J . !i:va.r t s ~r e ene . ;r.r . Dav :i.s re rr;:i. i ned identi fie d 

wi. t h the Board f o r 1 6 yecrs , until 1 900 , v.:h i l e ?l r . Gr eene , al-

,T . Evart s 
Greene 

though res i gning for business reasons v:i thin tv10 yeers 

after his appointment, never theless r enaered r-ithi.n 

t ha t tirr:e ( &nd c.ft orwu:cds oft en i n rr:any i ndirec t wa~0 s) Ell ch 

personal and vita l services tha t he l e ft h i s indelible imprint 

u t o~ the entire r,lnn of the r.holg park systerr. . 

Fol l owing the &cqu i s ition of Lc J.:e l1e rk , r,or,uli,.r petitions 

began to pour into t b e City Council f o r tnc acquistion of other 

Special Com- p&rks in ull sec t ions of the ci t~r , Ea that finally- in 
mt ttee to 
look up Ei t es J 885 t hat elec tive tody referrce1 tbe whole rr.E.1 tter of
f'or r sr;;:s. 

ficially to the f a.r l{s-Corraris~i on. o.E all r.: c l ccti on of 

sites mu s t initiute a n cl. 1·est with the l ot ter body . Th o Par ll:s

Comrr .l. s ...; ion then ay po int ca a ::rnb-corrrr.i tt ee , coneiEti ng of Edward 

L. Dav i~ und J. Evart s Green , t 0 pl on s co rnprchcnDive sy ~tcrr. of 

pa rk~ for t he enti re city , '' for ull the neene of the pre aent 

A thorough 
and sye
terr.a tic 
study 

and futu::.~e . so far oc they cvn be foreseen, .'.Jnd in 

area and diet ricu tion for conveni ent u c ces~ and uee by 

all the pco r lc, unsurpassed, if . equalled , by those 

or any city of like or eve n consid e cubly larger popu.lr- ti.on in 

this count:ry. 11 The complete syE:t E>m pr obably fir ft s.saurr1:cl def

inite concrete form in the rr t nd of Ur . Davis , but his colleague. 
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~r. Greene, as en editor of a dai l y newepaper . he l ped gr eat l y 

to shape popula r op inion on t be sucject. and. hi s early tra ining 

as an engineer and surveyor fur nished him with tha t gr a sp of the 

possibilities or i :~possi bilities of a tract of l a nd. tha t only 

the trained eye can hope t o discern . Fo r s i xteen months he 

Special 
Report 
on Sites 
Sept. 26, 
1886 

care fully s t udied the situation an d conferr e?. with 

t he othe T members of the Corrmission; a nd fina lly on 

Sept ember 26. 1886, the Pa r ks- Comrr.iss i on rr.ad e a form-

a l report to t be City Council, accompanied by map s , p l ans . sur 

veys . etc . . in which they :recommend ed the r urc'hase of six (6 ) 

different s ites in aiffcr ent secti ons of the city. 'l'he aggre 

ga t e area of these s i tes was about 1 75 a cr~s and their aseee Eed 

ve lua tion a bout $150 , 000 . 

Probabl y no city i n the c ountry had proportiona t el y rr.ade 

such a compl ete and thor oughly corr.prehe ns ive etterr.pt to provide 

Its 
Signi f i cance 

i t e entire area equally wit h par ks and pl aygrounds up 

to thi s time . But popul8r fe eling d emanded them here 

and the peopl e refused to tolerat e pro cr astination'. and as a 

r esu l t. with in three or four ye are, every one of these sites 

( or their a lternat ives, i n sorr.e case s bet t er than the ori ginal ) 

had pcissed into thP. poseeseion of t he oi t y \1to be held forever 

as puclic parks and p l f.i.ygrounds". 

The sites recormr.ended , in Lh e order narr.ed. were a s fo llows : 

The Sites 
F. ec c m1;.r nd od 

(1) Eas t Perk , incl ud ing Chandle r Hill: ( 2 ) Two dif

ferent sites in Crorr.pton fark a1atrict · one on Go l d 

St reet , the other near present Crompton Psrk: (3) Univer£ity 

Par k , 0 1/2 acres; (4 ) Newton Rill; ( 5) Inetitute Park : (6) l and , 

about 17 a cres , nea r present North Pork. 



Two 
Pl aygrounas 

The sit es in the East and Crompton Par k se c tio n 

were the f irst two recorrrr.ended : a s they were nwell

o.dapted for p l aygrounds 11 and were the rr:o st immediatel y ana. ur -

gently needed. I n a l esser degree , thi s ~ eport a l so praised 

Uni versity :'erk nnd Newton Ri ll f or their p l aygrou nd faci. li t ies . 

Firs t The firs t a c tion t a~rn n by the City Counc il on 
Action by 
Ci-ty Counc i l. this ReJ.;ort was t o formally pet ition the Stat e f or the 

c ession of t he Shrer.i:: bury St r e et portio n of ~~es t Par·k to the 

city: 'i'hi n cection compr i ses onl y about 10 a c ~cef: , rJVt is b:: 

far the r.:o s t i mportant part o f t h e ra-rk , as i t i~ a evoten ex

clus ivel y to p l ayground uses . 

The firs t .express provision WtH2 r.'.atle on ~')ecis'ffber 

30, 18R6, by the City Counc il , e t its last rreeting for 

Fi r s t 
Provision 
by City 
Council 
Dec . 30 , 
188 6 

the yevr: v;hen it authorized the purcl1ase of' V::1iversity 

Park for t he sup1;osedl y su ffi oi e nt surr of ~13, 350. Al 

t hough this surr. was to p1·ov e entire l y inadequa t e , ~Ht t he a-ppro -

pri a t i on of thls rroney saves the City Cou11c il of thi O yoar from 

the reproa ch o f ho ving utterly failed to do an;it thing f o: their 

constituents . 

Ee.st Park 
10 acres 
188 7 

The follov.iing yeo.r , howeveT , (1 887} . wtuJ to 1Je pro l ific of 

of far more import a nt results in park history . On 

July 16, the St 8 te Legisl ature grant e d the request 

of the previous year and ceded to the city the use of thE play

ground section of East Park; four days l a ter St ephen Ealisbury 

Institute 
Park 
1887 

University 
$21,000 

offered Incti tute Park to the city and his offer 

was grat efully accepted: and the f irst 8 1/£ seres of 

tJniveri::ity rar1t , or t he e&.s tern wec tion, was bought 

f o r t21 ,ooo . 1lcgo tia tions were s.lso etarterl for the 



1888 
Newton Hill 
$ 50 ,000 

lfa i rmont Sq. 
Gi ft 

Crompton 
Park . 
i ;4: 5 , 000 . 

13 

purc~ase of the othe r s i tes: ana. dur i ng t he new y e ar 

Newton ll i l l of 60 a c res was bought f or ab out t 6o, ooo, 
a pur chase whicb Linco ln had t i r el essl y ad voca t ed fo r 

20 yea rs; Fa i r mont s ~uar e was presen t ed t o the ci ty: 

and Crompton Park (12 .72 acres o f i t) wa s pur chased 

f or ·~46 . 000, b~r f a r t he mo:.: t impor t rint p l a:i,ground 

Wor c es t er a-ver had o:r- wl l l hi;.ve . 'lhe purchase of l1orth Park 

North 
Par L: 
$ 28,000 . 

(39 . 42 acres) th is 2 ame y 0 3 r r,r a c t ica.lly compl e t ed 

the cha.in of pur 1rn , i!1 0€nded t o su r round the ci ty . 

wi t hin about two y ears after the Spe ci al Repor t was s ubmitted . 

This was t he g lo r iou~ ye a r i n W:r cest er ' c park his t ory , the ex-

"Par k 
Loan" 
$200.000. 

p end i t ur es of our i 1 2 0 , 000 being v.ia rra nt e11 in t his year 

al one . to me et whi ch . ~n July 1. 1888 . the city nego-

tia ted a $200, 000 Park Loan , p rev ious l y aut h orized by the City 

Counc i l on Moy 7, 1888. 1'hi s i s a fift:1 year l oan , bearing 

intcre£t a t f our peT cent . The Ci ty Counc i l of thi s yeur and 

t he Ron . Samue l Wi nslow a r e en t it l ed t o high es t eem f or the 

3ec1 e r ous co- operntion t hus giv en to t he e fforts of t h e ·park 

Co!T'...';:iS8ionc r s ; c £pe cial l y dur i ng t h i s trying ye a r ?:h en over 

Fi rst 
Parish 
Cl a i rra ! 

Common . 

~115 ,000 ha d t o beppaid to the Fi r s t Pari sh in l i qui

dation of their cla ims to t he City Hal l portion of the 

I n 1889 a nd 1890, a f t er t wo year s o f tedious di scuss ion o nd 

negotia t i on , t he 6 1/2 oddit i ona l a cre s of Un i versity Park wer e 

acqu i r ed a t a co st o f over ~53 , 000 . The pr evious City Counc i l 

had au thor i zed tho purchase of praetlcally the .ontLre remaining 

Add ition to square f o r $75,000 : but exorbi t ant owne rs preve nt ed 
Un i ver s ity 
Par k . 5 1 / 2 thi s be i ng realized. Lincoln a l ways obiected to 
acres, ~53 , 000 ! 



any a ddi t ion to this perk eni'l thi~' $53 , 000 ~igl:t eaei l y :hav e 

been be tter inves~( ,1 e l ser1hcr e . The conc lud i ng e.rgument in 

i ts s cquircrr.en t wns the i'ounoi.:ig of Cl ark Uni.ve:r~i ty or,pos.Lte 

t h5 last a cquired eect i on . 
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Cha ndler 
c i l l. 1889 , 
$45 , 000 . 

Ncgotietionc:, for the pu "?:·chese of Chana l e r Ri.11 

were f i nishe d i n 1889, re::11.lting i.n 1.h e purchose of it 

11 Pa:ck Loa11 11 

$ 50 ,000. 
by t he City for ~:45 , 000. 'i'he purchase mon ey ~es Tai sed 

ty n :;-\50,000 a a c: t t.:..on t o -t;lle '1Park 1oan 11 o f t.t.o pr evi ous 

yeo.r , thus b!"ing ing t;1e totl.11 Fu~c1Gl1 I-' £t!·K Lonn to t 2r;o. 000 a e 

had been the in t ent Lon or thE.' prcYiouE year . 

Dodge 
?ark 
Gift, 
1890 . 

Th e gif t o f Dod ge Park of 13 Deren to the city in 1890 

wa.s the cr owning act in t.ne ~ix ~;eur s of rorula:r· F-Ci. t e.tio n 

and ,1 ema na s that were aroused t o a.c t i v1 ty by the a ccept8nce 

of 'the 11 :?s :r~ A.ct" s.nd gi rt of Lfake Par1'.' in 18 .)4; tr_a'G cerr:c 

t o a crisis in 1886 i~ the Spec iel ~eport on ~VDi l ablc 

1 884 -
1890 

3it es . and tha t .:remalnod at an unhyster ical pitcr. of s one int er 

est for sev eral years u nt "i.l the le.f:t lin!{ in tr-.e cha i n had be e n 

sec1;red by the pu.rcbase of ~Tort~ "er'-::) a::1n 'tht➔ East Fark link 

ri..died. for ul l t i rr.e by the; ru1'chase of Chand l er Hi J P t1ft er which 

pP-oplC' sn t tled back i n s o. ti s f act ion onr1 content . hav in.3 admi T

nb l y prov ided for their own genere t.Lon nncl reasonably ul so for 

t he next. The glft of .Uodge 'Park . i n i1 section wh ose n eedz 1r.er e 

No need t oo TP-rr.ote i n t i rrc to d errand i ff~e diate muni cipal 
o f p l aygrounds 
in 1.,orcester 
up to 1900 

provis i on , fu rther lncreasec1 tho general feel ing 

o f security aad render ed -orcester absolutely 

irr:rr.une. for 10 years Ht lco.st . frorr, inoculut i on bJ the :rr.od ern 

playgrounn g"rIT' . 
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Surr.rr:ary ! 
1884-
1890 

I ~ t he~e 6 ye~r s , 1884- 1890, t en (10) ad~ it ional 

ne,...; park::: 7:ere ope::i ed t o t.1e J:-Ub lie ~ i t b a t ,1tal area 

of over 225 a cr e s and e t s co s t of over ! 25J . aoo . ~ore money 

was spent ic the pur chase of U~ iv e r s ity Pa ~ c alone tha n had 

been spent by t he Corr:rrt ssioncr s o f Shade Trees an d ~ublic Grounds 

i n its ent i r e exi s t en ce (1663-1995) . No ci t7 in tbe count r v a t 
~ ~ 

t hat titre ho.d a be t te-r p l a in ed o:r rr:orG f'nr- reach i 13 pnrk 0 :11 !'! 

gem. Worcest er al $O has l::: c c:J 0 ·1e o f t t.c vary earl i C'?st p i oneer s 

in t he pl aygr ound moverr:e:'.1 t , 9.E 3n::-t an "! Crorr.pt o n Per ks ana the i r 

s ubsequ P,nt nevcl o~mP.nt cle~rl y sh ows . Botb of thes e t rnct s 

• 1cre bought pr i:r.ari l ;r f 0r p l aygr-ou nd ~, i.n the true n·od ern se!'l s e 

o f t he word, ail d nevel oped. -;Nit }: tha t eni chiF-fl y in view. They 

were the n a na are s t i l l i n t ~c ~ost cr owded ~ards of the cit y, 

anc'i. for yenrs a ftcrv:orde , eve n a.1::-:o :.: t to the p :reccr:t day, ampl y 

s a t iefi ed t h~ pressing needs c f their· respective l 00~1 itio s . So 

t hat whe !l fiv e or ten yoars l a t er, the pl a:rgr ou?1 r1 m0 vF.rr:1'?n t be

gan t o s~eer over t he count ry , r adiating fro~ Bosto n . Wor ce Eter . 

No Need of 
·p1ayg-.cound s 
ln 

who had a.l v,ays co r ied :rony of t be good features of the 

p~r~s of the f or~er i n a ~edi f ied and quiet wuy c on

sist e nt ~ith different conattioas he r e , ~elt no i rr-
·:ro r c es ~e1· 

u nti l 
1 900 

media t e need of lo c~lizi ng a branch of t he rruv empnt ; 

s o i t swep t ho.rrr. l essly over our ci.ty to Chicago ? by way of 

New York , Pittsburg . etc., send ing out occaf i onal spur tracks 

t o cities a long the rou t e where tho needs we r e n:ore urgent 

and where the c ongeste.d por t ions cri ed out . ao i t were , to 

Heevcn for reli ef . No ruch crowded enc unrcl i Fved conditions 

existed in Wo rcester c t uny ti rrc in its histor y; its oeaut1ful 

suburbs and the lDrge open arons wi th i n the city, ei the r pro-
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videa. municipally or at any rate available for all different 

sections, r,rccl uded any such possibility for a long tiw.e . So 

t ha t unt i l atout 1900, no section of the city f elt any srecia l 

need of add it i on&l parks or even pl aygrounds . Therefore, the 

rar ks 
Developed ! 
1890- 1900 

t en years between 1890 and 1900 were r i ghtly spent in 

the a eve l oprr.ent of the newl y a c ruired park systerr. and 

t he present cond.i t ion of t hGse parks i s a gl owing tribute t o 

those who pl anned n.nd execut ed them . Large ponds were co nstruct 

ea at some of the pBrks , both f or ornamental purposes 
(Ponds ) 

and ulso for the use of skater~ : Lhe pl oygr ound s eations 

were gr aded a nd pu t i n conatti.on f or a thletic garres: and in gen

eral the entire syst em was made so attrective and cozy that chi l 

dren end adul ts used therr. very ext ens ivel y and found t h em entirely 

adequa t e . 

Mass . 
Pl ayground 
Act 
1893 

The Massachusett s Pl ayground Act of 1893, 11 Authorizing 

Cities and Towns t o estscl i th a na maintoin publ ic 

p l aygrounds" . had no direct or i mmedinte effect 

upon Worceste1·, whose crowded sections were e.lreedy 

well provided for by the park- pl aygrounds . 

Death of 
Lincoln 
1 896 

On December 15 , 1896 . Edward Winsl ow Lin coln d i ed aft er 

26 yeors of tireles s and priceless services a s Chair 

man o f the 111?a1'kt.: - Cqmrr.isriion": and it is no d i sparage-

rr:ent of t r:e others merr,bers of the Comrr.issj_ on to say thnt he was 

the backbone of the Oomrr.ission . I n his very f irst report (1070) 

He we.s the 
Absolute 
Czar 
of the 
Park 
Sys tem! 

he had puc licly fathered the idea of a rys~em of 

Park Ways to surround the city , several· parts of 

which are now corr:plete ana several other perts of 

which will be co~pleted probably within a decade . 

It seerr.s e ingular l y appropriate that the l ast rema ining sum of 
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t he orig ina l Park Loan of 1888 should have been final ly appr opri 

a t ed by t he Ci ty Cou ncil, a t his r eque st, dur i ng his l ast year 

of servi ce for the specia l devel opment of cer t ain par ks · and~ 

a lso tha t h e should have finished t he Fount a in a t Unive rsity 

Par k , which had been his specia l 11 hobby 11 for years and i e prob

ably the only exampl e in h i s long ser~ice wher e a l ar ge sum of 

money . was s pe nt pur el y and sol el y f or ornamental purposes: 

fu rthermore, just a t this tirr.e , Elm Pa r K, '!lh tch f or t wenty year s 

nad been t he mos t wid el y vis ited of the pa r ks , was bei ng super

s eded in popula rity by Ins titute Pa :ck ; end certa inly Line a ln 

never l oved a nyth ing as he loved Elm Psr k : and i t ~as a kind 

f a t e that saved hirr. f r om s eeing its displ a cement f'ro tr. service 

in popula r f avor . No sound er or rrore s ensible advo cate of 

of 
Children 

reasona bl e pl aygr ounds could have bee:, fo und ·than 

Lincoln . n or could any gr eat er l over of a nd truer 

syrr.pathizer v, ith chi ldren be f ound than h e was: in about ever y 

report he was s t ro n : l y advoca ting givi ng t hem free scope f or 

t heir in ~ocent activities ; ana, great l and s cape decorator and 

grea t orna.rr.e nta l is t and be au ti f ier that he was, yet h e fu lly 

appr eci at ed t he li~i ts t o which this should be car r i ed. For 

way back i n 1884 , i n hi ~ rros t r e rr.erkab l e perorat i on oonte ined 

His pro
phe t i c 

in the Annua l Repo:rt for that year, h e wi Ee l y says 

in de f ense of a poe . i bl e and needea Sou th Worc est er and 
cl1aracter -
i s tic 
Perora tion 
in 
1884 

I 

pl aygrou!ldS , "A rr.onotony of gardens or par ks can be

come a s tir esome nnd pall upon t he tas te a s soon s s 

anyth i ng el se t ha t l ncks vari et y." ·This peror at i on 

i s such a remar kabl e prophetic vis i on and stri kes us t oday . 

t wcnty- f i ve yea r s l a t e r . a.s eho wi ng such a r emer kabl e pa r a 1-
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lcl isr.r. wi th fac Ls as time has a l ready or wlll rerhaps fully 

realize/ then:; and is such a fine exarr.ple of Lincoln ' s charact 

er i stic litera r y styl e , that i t d.eeerves quototicn in full : 

"The vis i ons o i' the Seer- - son of' Levi - - l i ;re the Sibylline 

Books, increase i n value as their rea lization. or tirr.e, dimin

ishes the ir number . He has beheld in the dizr. dista nce, the 

Re forese es 
the 
deve lop1i!ent 
of 
Lcke l; urk 

We. ter- Pe.rk of \'forc e ster . i;-1hich is not by any means 

a P&rk by the v1a t er , being the Lake i t s e lf! no 

longer drawn down a t the sweet wi 11 of rr.a. nufa.c turers. 

v,ho have learned tha t a mo tiv e ;.ower i s valueless in proportion 

as it ceases to be c ertain: no longer obs t ructed by c solid 

ca useway , whi c h has y e ilded p l a ce to a su ccession of -arch.es 

over wh ict tre.v e l f ind s no i n-1>ed i ment. ancl through v.'hich the 

p1eaEu re, or racing boats gain easy trane it. !le look further · 

and sees tbe proc ession of vehicles and redestri e ns . by tr c Nor t r- -

Lake 
Avenue 
along
North 
Shore 

West shore of ~uinsigarr:ond. ae the:v wind a-round W,-gw~IW\ 

and :pass a long the broad avenue to which stolid 

lunacy does not oppo~e a barrier , or ~riggi sh ex-

clus iveness--it s first oo us in--offer futile obiections . The 

hillsides are dotted wi th pleast1nt cctt age~. --the s rr:iling homes 

of a popu l a tion no rr:ore c ontent to fern:ent and se e the in tho 

dust and gri r-:e of Pine )\\ea.low- bu.t willing . even anxious, 
I 

to secure t he b l essings of pure air and c11eerful surr oun,1 tngs 

for their children, if t oo l ate for themselv es . Lake Park has 

been cleareR up ann dev eloped : its c ountless pos t ibllities rea

lized , so that happy partie s a re in const o.nt enjoy?r,ont of i ts 

native beauties . Wi de views from J.ofty acclivities, l ovely 

vistas through forest openings , sparkling s treem.s and chav:ce 
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1,"la t crfa lls , wi t h r:?h ite cris p town s i n the bl ue ha ze upon yonder 

hills ! whi l e beneath our fee t l i es hc r e 1 there . and mi le s re

Lake Qv1f'\s11e1'll10-..lmote , t ~e f air l ake - - t 11e l j_ke to who Ee l i '!.uid rr.i r ror 

~en cro es broa d oc eanE to se0 . ent i t ling t h em zatri ne , 

Lctnat:n or what soG ver nemc rr:ay o f fc r a s a ~ynonyrr: fe r ou r aborig

i nal Qui nsigamond . Off t owards the Wes t, over t he South Ledge 

and t h r ough ~uins i garr..ond Vill age around the foot of N.t . St . J a.~es, 

Avenue fr orr. t ~c wid e av enu e so oft en advised and commenned , i s a t 
Ca!T.bridge 
to l engt h open0d f or tra f fi c and t rave l ; s nd t h P- t h r one s 
Millbury Stsi . 

t hat are now vi s i t i e upon it direct the ir step s t o the 

new ? l ay-Gr ound, s ecured for the southern sect ion o f t he c i t :f 

by t he Par ks- Commissi on , t o wi t nP. s s the sports of the youthf ul 

a t h l etes . Suppl y i ng f aciliti es f or exerc i se i n the ope n a ir , 

Sout h whi ch ar e he artily enj oyed and thor ough l y appr eci a t ei1 , 
Worc e EJter 
Pl aygr ound the wonder au gment s t hat t h e p eopl e were content to 

wait t he t a rdy boon wi t h so mu ch pati ence . Not s o exte!'ls i v e a 

t rac t as mi gh t be wi chc c1 , i t is a s la:rge a.s c ou l d be secured i n 

a rr:anufactnring cent er wl thout t1.n a b~o lut e arrest of bu s iness 

on t erpri se . It i s oc cupie d ann. used for a Pl uygrouna . A S i t was 

mea nt to be ~ fer o rr:ono tony of gar d.cns or pa:rks ca~ b ec orr.e os 

tir esorr.e and µa ll upon the t aste as soon E:!E anything e l se t hnt 

l a cks var i e t y. 

Newt on 
Rill 

And now, getti ng arou nd by Park Avenue, the Seer l ooks ao~n 

frorr. Newton Hi l l, - - at l ast s ecurely in rrun ioi~ol ow~er-

sbi p--upon tho old t erri t ory of the Agricul t u ra l ~O 

cie ty, covered with sube t ential resic1enocs i nstoa.d of empty 

oattle-sheds, It h8S ceased t o bee aesertcd waste for three-
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fourt}1s o f t he year , no t even rr:inistering to the u ees for 'nhich 

it was firs t a cquired , and for which t ts ris 0 i n value long s ince 

:ce !ldei:cll i -t inapprop r iate . Du t reduc ed to s ettleme :nt. its t ax 

able :cetu:c~s fu:rnish a pe!'ceptlble ·ancl welcome entry in t be civi c 

Cha.~e of incorr.e , whi l e the r evenu e f rom its s a l e has enabl P.d 
Locetion 
of the Soc i ety to l)Tocure a more cuita~ e locat i on e1 8e -
Agricultural· 
So c iety where. ~nd ~ith it have fled its a ttendant nuisances, 

The i T 

th e fungus gro-vth of a populoue city , - - a c ontinu ous offense to 

the neighborhood , u~-1til tb e~.r are ci ther ex pelled from the systerr. 

or sloughed o ff. 

Contin11ing on a.long Pa r k Avenue . and fo llowi.ng West Boylston 

Stree t t o where tte i rons of t wo r a i l way s intersect it, Lne go.ze 

of t r1e Seer is a r:rcstorl by t},!"'l nev:e:r and perrr.anect l ocation of 

t he Agricultura l Society . Avenue 
nev, 
loc otio n r·0c.w r ,o~ over connect i.ng: Li ncoln wi. th -;-1eE t Bo ·l ston 

. . 
r: t reot. Lurrrnun i i !lg th e ridge ty a11 ea s }· g, aa c nna vnt l:Ll"\i 

t v.o cc.c t iguouE port i c n f of ihe e: ity t h11 t were too l ons- $'\1.Y1dex-ed., 
Ar: cessible "t,y !):ro a d roads o r smooth r a ilvrnv s j with a n a rr.r le 

a rea f or ove r.v ~ that exacts u level eurfnce ; a nd with s n 

u n f ei2. i '1g su1)p l y o f v.i::: t e r ; was i. :. not a v:if;e rr.ensure of oolicy 

t o r err,ove t h \~h.ey- who:, the p r i c c set upon l e nd 'llas rea-

sona ble ? 

And the Seer progres ses eas t war d , over Fai.'Th.. Av enne, 

and , comins ~cwn Linco l n St reet, i nvad e s Faine ~oods . To his 

Avenue, 
in~uiry wha t may be the me £.n ing of tti r fe st ive r i c -

nio of gr0 Vt11 peo11le, wt t h pr Dttling C'hi l dr e n , a l l 

hnp ry as l a r ks , t he reply f rore a dozen eage r toneues i s. tta t 

the ci ty carr.e a t los t to p erceive ths t a ll wo rk en d no p l ay 

• ' 
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Paine' s 
Wo ods 

rr.a ~es J a ck a dul l toy: the t i t is not all of life to 

live: that the municipal cody . if it builds over i ts 

te:rri t o:ry closely . must provid e occasi ona l or enings t o 

or 
Green l-t 1l..~ 

Sun and Air : and t hat , i f t he rr.en of ol d dedicated the Co~~on 

a nd El rr. Pa.r k to popular use and en,joyrr.en t, thei.r succes s ors of thi s 

day ond generation bu t bury thei r t a lo~t in D napkin ;ho do not 

provide in abundant, aye l avi sh rreasur e, for wants t ha t be-

come rr.ore i mpor t una te end i nexo r able a s popul c tion t ecorr.es crowd 

ed to the po i nt o f orr rese ion- - el m6st suffo ca t i on . 

Car 
Lines 

And as The Seer c l os es his eye £ wear ied by the i r protrc ct 

ed i ns i ght, his ears are sa l uted wi i l~ t he el a tter ann rumbl e of 

cars upon the stree t railway , us they descend from 

Burncoat to Barber ' s Cres t i ng a nd pass swi ftly a l ong 

t heir route through Grove St reet; ty t he nur sl Cerr.etery and the 

I dea l 

:r: ire ~ il l , to the )' oer t of th e City . 

'' Fi ni s coronat opus ! 11 Mey the good work be accel erated ! 

Thi s quotation i .. il l gi ve a fin e; ioe a of the far - s i ghtedness 

of Li ncoln and how t ime has proved that his vi sions 
of e 11 
Park 
Comrr.issi on -

into the fu ~ure were decidedly practic al. He was be

yond ell foubt the ideo.l rran fo r the poe i t. ion a nd '"'or 

cester was r emarkabl y f ortunv te in having h i ~ as the absolute 

monarch of her park ey'"' terr. fo r the rrost ~ti.co..!iuert er of a 

ers! 

century tha t she can over pass L hrou gh in park or playground 

mutte rs. 

And wit h the new pl ayJ ro und era een~ing ou t i ts f i rst pro

phetic f orerunners al;out thiE time cf Linco ln ' s dea th. it wa r: es 

if in t h o order of nat ur e tha t Lincoln , \"ho had really tern'i.na.t

ca the pa r k epoch, a ft e r having r a ised it to its highest effi-
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ciency. shoulcl give way to those who only had to compl-Eete ly de

velop the nucleus he had left, in order to bring t~new pl aygro u ~d 

era t o its highes t perfection . 

AfteT h i s dea th a grea t ch ange naturally t ook pl r ce in the 

reorgani ze tion of the Corr.rr.issi on ; their methods an d di etri but i on 

Reorganiza- of power a~d authority changed radica lly, but all the 
tion of 
Comrri ssion changes wer e mer ely of 11 inter na l ad rr.in i stration 11 and 
after his 
dea t h t he general policy in r egard to the pa::rkE vras not ma -

ter i ally chenged ; fo r Lincoln' e pl ans were too wise an r far

rea ch ing t o be drop!)ed wi thout s acrificing the best ultima te in

ter es t s of t h e sy~terr. . 

The Annual Report f e l l frorr. s i yty pages t o t welve· and has 

ever since l P.c~ed the thoroughness a~d exhaus t ivene s s of Lincoln ' s 

Reports as well as their verbosi t y . 

Begi nn i ng i n 1897, the playground f eatures of ~orceeter's 

parks began t o be rapialy developed and ~ere s t rongly err.rh&e ized . 

Firs t 
Wading 
or 
Skati ng 
Pool 
1897 

In t he fal l of this year , excovations for a fading or 

Skating Poo l were s t arted a t the Crompton Pl aygr ound 

and f ini shed in ti rr.e f or the winter s eason . The s ev-

New 

eral ba ll di amoncl s a t East Park were equ i pped with 

backstops , s ea t s , etc. , and t he grarling cf t r.e Ls.ke Park pl ay-

field was neorly finished ana i t was also made especia lly at

t ractive for picnics by the co~struotion of adnit i ona l r ude 

t able s , eeat s , etc., pl a ced about the park . The next yea r . 1898 , 

was a l so a ve ry i rr.portr.nt one for the Park Commiss i oners and there

for e for the city in general . The new City Hell was dedicate~ and 

City Hall 
1898 

it was sur ely a decidedly t aray and imperative recog-

ni tion of t heir latore a!ld the derwnns upon th err when a 
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room in the new municipal building was provided for their exclusive use. 

Up to thi e time , inc r edi t able as it rray seem, th e Pnr k Corr.rr.iss i on

ers had had "nc headquarters , no off i ce . no article s of furnitu:re, 

no tearrs or no horse s" ana now for th e firs t t i rre "thei r books, 

records , pl a ns , rr.aps ; papers , etc-, vere gat hered toge ther in one 

place. 11 

Ci.ty 
Forester 
1898 

A City Fores ter was appo i nted by th em th i s year , 

the f irs t permanent of fic ial posi.tion ever created by 

them or exi s ting in their department . How th ey had manrged to 

syeterr.a't ically mai nt a in or develop the park system and tend t o i ts 

inf inite number of details . including the arduous care cf the pro-

Forrr.erly 
Park Co m
mis sion 
had done 
all su 
pervis i ng 
of 
Laborers 

tect ion a nd pl a nt i ng of the 10,000 shade trees arou ~d 

the city , i s imposs i ble to und erstand unless we know 

t h e a ctua l facts t hat exp lain it ; namely that each 

Commi ssiort,:"was a dir ect , per8onal supervisor und gave 

practically the best part of his time to per fonal s uper 

vis ion of not only i mpo rt&n t ~atters but even of tho s e thousand 

and one srrall details tha t less conscientious and patriotic men 

thon. have gra ced the office of Per k Corr.missione:rs. v1ou1a eaeily 

have neglec t ed o,r :::hirked , especially s ince by Leg i.slati ve en

act rr.ent no Perk Comrr.issionerf can roce ive one cent in r emuneration 

f or bis e ffor ts. Linco ln especi ally duri ng his tenure of office 

had probably done rr:ore a nd bet ter work than any three paid su

pervis ors could or would h..uve r.one . The appointrrent of this 

officia l rel ieved the Park Corr.rr.isei onors personally o:· a heavy 
-

burden . but of course in creased tho expeod i. t ures sl i ght l y . 

The Park Com~issioners t hen finished and enlarged the Cromr 

t om Perk wr,dtng pool and constructed a cirr.ilar one at Ea~t Park 
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Par k 
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ana a l so o-n e 
a t 
Univerri t y 
1898 
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a nd k ept them both a lEo in go od condition for skating 

duri ng the winter months. A wading pool was al so con

s tructed at Univermity Park ; the l arger pond tnere 

having been a lr eady used fo r skating for s everal ye ars. 

11 Swing s 
end 
Teeters 11 

f i rs t 
introduced 
1898 

A few 11 swings and teeters" were al so c O'lstru c t ed et Crorr.pton 

Park , ~orce ste r ' s f irst step in th i s direction . a s an 

experirrent; and of course ~he experiment was an i nstant 

and great ~ucce s s . The ball di amonds bere and els e-

where were a l so kept i n mos t excellent condition. No 

compl a int of any sor t was heard a nd 11 there was a dispos :i t i on in 

"No 
Corr.pl a ints 11 

Band
Concer t s 

t he varioue parks and pl aygrounds to use and enjoy 

everything i n a r easonable munner 11
• Muni ci pal band 

conc erts, of course, during t he summer mont hs have el-

ways b een given at the di fferent parks prac t ica l ly 

s ince their a c ~uirerre~t. The ci ty has no municip~ l bana but the 

Ci ty Cou ·,1011 for yeare hsE a l ways appropri a ted ea ch su 1;mer a ce r 

tain r um for tr.e t purpose. 

The next year . 16399, 1' cv,,i,,gs 11 and 11 teeters" were o.lso i ntro -

auc ea et Eas t Park and were in continua l use the enti re 

season. and e f ew more were add ed at Crorrpton Park . 

Pl oyground 
Facilities 
inc r es.sea 
in 1899 

The co st of all thE a pparatus was very sl i ght , be i ng c on

fined to lumber and car pentry .~ One of the Lske Park ni amonde was 

completed, graded and finishe1 , and the derrand for it was so 

' great tha t it was found neceesarJ ~o asE i gn dates to the niffer-

ent club s ·who ::-:ought t o use i. t . This greo.t demand f or case-

ball facili t ieE enco uragen the Corrrr.iesioners to com~lete another 

diamond tr.ere for the noxt s eason . 
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1899 

(~es i gned 
Mar ch 
1910) 
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In thi s SHrr. c yeer the of fice of Superintendent 

of Parks was cree ted , the fi r Et t i ne in the history of 

the porkE , ~hen a paid of f icial was in a way r espons i ~le 

for the care and condition of the sy s tem. The a~point

ment of t his offic i al was acEclutely necessBry for the 

unific a t ion of t h e park system an d it was eco nomy a l one 

tha t prevent ed t he Commissioners fro rr. crea t ing such an office years 

befor e . It is a chare ct er i s tic trait of the pe rmanency of organi

zation and. unpo l i ti ca l stability of eve r,1thing r el at i ng to the 

Re st i ll 
holds 
offi ce 

f:dward 
L . Davis 
retires 
1900 

Par 1~ Corr.rrissione rs t he t the pr esent incurr.ben t of the 

po s ition i s the s an::e Y:.tm that hes honorably and e ffi -

ci ently f illed t he posi t i on s i nce its creation.~~jV¼(,ll'J.fq1~ 

The ye ar 1900 was rr.ar1:ea by t he retir ement Qf .Sd\'7a rd L . 

Davi s , whose business and perEona l int erests unfortunate 

ly r equi red hie u ndivideo attention . For 16 y ear r h e 

had been a rr.ost honorable and eff i c ient rr.errber of the 

C orr.rr. i s s i on . 

Boynton 
Pa:rk 
Rejected ! 

Boynton Par k , in e.n a djoining to~:n , had b eer. a c cer,ted by 

th e City Counci l in 1898 ns e gift t o the city ; and in 

1900 they f or~a lly a sked the Patk Commissioners t o take 

it u-p u~dcr thei r jurisdiction , which t he l atter polite l y declined, 

chie f l y because of its u nsuitable loca tio~ , grea t inaccessibility 

ana the ap~arent complete l ack of need for it ; s~d furtherrr.ore, 

as an a dditional burden of expan~e . it woul~ but detra c t a certain 

arrount of needed income from t he other parks. 

About this yenr , t he need of add itional srrall ~aygro unds or 



Petiti ons 
for 
Pl aygrou-,a s 
190 0 

26 

parks began to be fe lt in a f ew sect i ons of the city, 

e c pec i a l l y in t h e ~uinsigarr.ond district, a nd so on 

peti tions began t o rour into the Ci t y Counc i l from thre e 

or four s ect ions of t be city and engaged thei r a ttentio n du ri ng 

t b e ye ar 1901 . The -Park Corr.rr.issi oners have complete power in 

t he sele ction and approval of all s ites for parks ano pl eygrouna s ; 

s o th ey assumed t he r e sponstbiltty of r ecorr.m~n ni ng t he rurche s e 

of sever al si te s in the several d i fferent sections which needed 

t hem . 

Hadwen 
Park 
Recomr.1ended 
in 1901 
and 
pre s ented 
i n 1902 

I n r egard to one o f t h e si t es r.eco rr.mended , in the 

s outhe rn cen t r al portion of th e ci ty , the Ps r k Com

missi oners expreseed t he op inion " that they di d not know 
• 

of a t ract o :f' l and wi t r in the l i mi ts . of =orce s ter 

wh ich p~ssesses i.=.;u ch natural advant agee for a park . Its pur

chase would mean t ha t Worce t:ter would ob tain a park r,ro.cti ca.lly 

r eady-rr.ade ." The purchase of this s ite of about 60 a cres was , 

however, t o prove unneceesary ; ae the next ye ar it was most op

portunely p resented t o the city by Obadi ah B. Had wen . the s enior 

me~ber of the Corr.mi ssi on . 

The care of the north- wes tern shores of Lake U. S . 
Reservat lo n 

Quins i garr.ond wer e al s o t rnns ferrea t h is y ear (1902~ to 

the Park Commissi on by t he city . In this ~ame year, the Reror t 

of t he surt . of 1:'arkP. appears o ffi cia.lly for the first time: a·· d 

amongst othef things he report s that over B0 , 000 peonle en joy ed 

the skat ing provic'led by the rark Comrrissioners t his year , three -

Skati ng in 
1902 for 
80,000 by 
Park 
Commission 

fourths of whoa· user, t he ice on Elm Park; ·wh1 le Uni

verci ty , Crompton and East pa.r!rn received the remainder. 

Scrapers , snow- pl ows and sprays were used as UEual· 
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and i ce- pl aners wer e a lso 1rnen tha t year fo r the first t i me . rt 

must be remembered, in estirrating Worcester ' s pos i tion in ~l ay

ground rr.a t ters. that none of these four ponds are natural but 

have al l been cons t rncted v;t th the view of tbeir uti l ity- being 

especially prominen t. It sr.oul d al s o be remeF.cered , as s t a ted 

before , thet t he El m Park Ponds have been p ra ct icall y ke pt in 

gooa shope in winter since their conetructi.on ; and th i s has like 

wi s e been the case wi t h Zas t and Crow.pto!l skotine; ponds: ari d to 

a lesser degree al so of the. l ar ger pool at University Park. 

In 1903 . the Par1c Com!Ili.ssion aga in/ s t ro ns-ly urged t he a cquir 

i ng of a .new p l ayground a t :1uinsigamon<l ; and. s t ated concisely as 

well the pres ent co~diti.ons a~a need s of Worcester, when they said 

11 Srr:al l pl aygrounds in the thickl y- settled port i.ons of 
Corr.mission 
r ecorr:mend our c ity an c'l means to i rrpro ve our present park e;-s t err 
srr.al 1 
pl aygro unds are what our people d err.an a. 11 Dur ing three years the COTT' -

~ission was striving to do it s best with its by no means over- ade

quate appropr i a tion . Add i ti.onal ball - e rounds , pieces of s i mple 

apparatu s , p icnic faoilitie E, etc .. were provided no t in one, grnnd 
. 

ar.d sho'li'y- outburs t but in a quiet and effective way: and when the 

ti r e came to demand more p l ayground ar oae , they did s o in a con-

Park 
Commi.ssion 
a very dig
nifi ed a nd 
c onserva tive 
boa rd 

servative and unhysterica l f ashion that precluded their 

being s t ~1 led "reforrrers" or 11 fadctists ) and that caused 

the Ctty Council, slowly perhaps , but in every case 

surely, to fina l l y buy ever y ~ite they recorrmended . 

Th is sound end systematic rrethod of action ha s a l ways charac-

ter i zed t h e J>ar k Corrr.i !:Sion: :..hey never thrust abortive1.y upon 

Rej Gct 
f ads! 

t he ~ublic a hyste r ically-worded or clarion- hera lded 

pla n to redeem every rr.an, warre n nnn chilr'i f r om a ll the 
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i n Wor cester be fo re the rest of _t h e world h as f elt i t s pr esence j 

but they heve a cc orr.pli sheo re su lts tha t wi l l bear f a vorable c ompa

ri s on vii t h any c i t y in t he count ry , i f p r ope r -a l l owances are 

rrEde f or d iff e r ences in si ze, needs , oppo rtunities , e t c . 

Followlng t h e :Park Comrr. issione rs ' "l'.ecoTd- r ecorrrrena at ion . 

the Cit y Council on June 11 , 1904 voted an a ppro priation of 

Greenv,ood 
Pl 3yground 
1904 

$_15, 000 f or a purchase of a p l a ygr0und a t Quins-tgamond. 

Th i s mo ney was for the purchase of a n alrea dy defini te -

Cost 

l y s elected s ite; and it s owner s then demanded an exorcitant 

price f or t heir l a nd . whi ch t h e Corrr.::Esioners r e fused t o con 

sider . But wl th excell en t judgment they s ecured a much l a rger 

s ite of 11 a cres f or a mu ch sma l l e r sum. narr.ely $12; 000; and pur 

chased i t with t he aatho r ity o f the City Council e nd were given 

c1? 1•.z 4rio rt> V 1 \.,, 

t h e r emai ning 0 3,000 f or its development. Even the op

p onent s of this newsite now adrrit the wisdom of its 

Grant Square wae a l so pres en ted to the ci ty this ye ar . choice. 

Gr an t 
Squa:.re 

"Outdoor gymnasia." . i.n a mode s tkny , consisting 7... 1 \ 

~ 

ders, s lide s . ho r i zonta l bars , f l y ing 'Y'tl'gS 

of l ad

and 

tilting l adder s , we r e e s t abli s h ea a t Cro mpton Perk · and "serv.ed 

the tr purpose very satisfa c torily", despite the fa.ct that the re 

wer e no regu l af a ttendant s i.n charge. The Su -pt. reports thot 11 it 

fulfilled i t s n'i ssion i n k e ep i ng t he ch i ldren off 1..~:e street Pnd 

Die t ri bu t ion 
of s i mple 
apparatus 
and ball
d i arr.onds 

fo und th err. s omet hing to do" . 'l'he re were a l eo q first

c lass ball- d i amonds i n t h e parks by this ye ar: while 

l it tle pieces of pl ayground e •u ipmcnt, l i ~ e swing ers , 

t e e ters , c trcle- ringe, etc .. weTe distritutea f a irly well . through . 
the system. It is this wioe distribution of playground apparatus, 
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s o dea r t o chil dre~ . instead of itE concentration under ~hy8ical 

dir ectcrs , t bfl t has obscur ed a l l t ha t r.'orce s ter is d cing f'or its 

ch ildren . 

The ye e.r 
1905 a 
memorable 
one! 

The followi ng yeer , 1905 , was perhaps the rr.os t 

i mporta"! t and c ertai!lly one of th e rro ::, t mer:.orable i n 

the h istory of our park s ystem . 

First, it was preemi ne~t l y marked b y the purchase o~ Green 

Hi ll Park , v:i th its maeni fi cent 500 a cres of both wild and beauti

fully develo ped l a nd; it i s a diffi cult que stion a t present to say 

whether the a cquirement of th i s park e~ould be classed as a pur-

Green Hill 
Park 
purchased. 
500 ucres 
for 

chase or a gift ; posteri ty wi ll su r e ly Eay tha t nomina l 

pri ce of 354 . 900 was ~are l y exa c ted a s a pledge o f good 

f a ith from the ci t~r ancl that ir4'19 tr1;_;h1 o4:. what wa~ gi ven 

as a _f-ree gift cy the Green heirs t ot al l y outwei ~hed the 
~54,900 

,,. 

paltry sum :paid for it, ~nd t ha t as tirre goes on, an a. j_ts use and 

enjoyment sha ll i ~c r eose by ever - r apid bounds, t ha t the small 

surr paid to the G-ree'1 heirs shall gro1.•; less and loss a-ppr eciable 

until finally it shnll have f aded into th e dim pa s t of obscurity 

and obliv ion , forgotten i n grat eful apprecia t ion of its ha l f - a 

~i1lion ye arly visitors . Even a~ early as 1908, its 250 . 000 vtsit 

orE proved that its a cnuiremc~t ws e tr.c greot est ei ~gle event in 

t r.e hi f! t o :ry of our pa:rk s y£terr. an a t his cons t ant use 1ru s t h"lve a l 

r eady r a i d ~orcester r ich divi dends i n the increa sed r ea lth of the 

people. I n Etze alone, it ~ore than doub led the orca of ~or cester' s 

pa r1 .. e: an fi perhr>_,, s, in t j_l'!"o , we rray say a leo , t heir effici.oncy . 

7te next ~oEt impo~tant event was the dea th of ~illinm A. 

~ ichnrdson on Augst 12 ~r thi e yea r; and hi E be puest of tho in

corre of hi s f o r tu~e of over a quarter million of dollor s t o the 
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developrr.ent of Worces ter ' s pe r k eys tem: The princi pal 

must r err:a i n intact and t hus the :f'uncl 1:.ecomes perpetu a.l. 

Income •fro-m 
t 250,000 

Tn.e l )''\Ter-e~1 
It becarr:e available i n 1908 and/\amo unted to about :'~5000: 

(1 ~ 10) 
thi E ye a r it i s expected tha t nearly $10 . 000 wi l l be 

r eceived from thie cource. due to judici ous investment . 
. 

Th ie year a l so t he Park Corr:mtss i on condescended t o t ake 

Boynton Boyn t on Par k , witr. its l QO suburban acre s , under their 
?a:rk J 9o5" 
a ccepted, j u r i sdiction; and , li1:e p l a.yground s, they have s i nce 

honored it wi t h a sp ec ial account i n t heir f i na~cia l r e ~ort. 

Petition for pl aygrounds in f our di fferent s ec t i ons of the 

Petit ions 
agai n f o r 
Pl ayrrou nds ! 

( 1 gn -
-· . J !°) 

city a lso r ea ched the c i ty government this year . Two 

of them pe t i t i ons ho ve s ince been granted by the pur

chase ( i n 1909) of the Vernon Hill and Beaver Brook 

"? l uygrou'1dE:, whi l e the purchase of Greenwo od park pa rtially 

an swer ed nnd the Vernon Hill pur chase compl etely ans wer ed the 

t hird petition . The f ourth pe tit i on, f rom the South ~or cester 

di s t r ict , has not y et been r ecommended by the Park Comrris s ion crs. 

The Lin c oln ~eooria l Gateway a t Zlm Par~ was a l so erec ted 

thi s year : Vlhile a err.all, tu t i rrpor t ant addit ion was rr.ade at 'ireen-

Greenwood wood Park, enla rging t he pl ayfi.eld. Furthermore over 
Pl ayg:rouncl 
rapid l y t 6000 VJas spent thisy ear on the deveJoprrent of t his ra:rk. 
neve ioped ! 
(1905 ) wr. i ch was of c ouree bought r rimeri l y for p l ayground pur -

poses . i;_0 : t of the r, lcyground fac i. lities were ready for t he su rr

mer va ca t ion . 

This sarre y ear s 1w the dea th of Stephen Sali sbury , former· 

rr.e&b er of the commi ssion a nd donor of Institute ~ark . Afte r his 

gif t of Insti tµte Park , he had spent over ~50 , 000 on its develop-
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ment. especiDlly during its ea r l y years of municipal 

Stephen 
Sal isbury 

possession, when the city needed money for its other 

porks . 

Surr.mary 
of 

~hus at the beginni ng of this yee r the total orect 

of ~orcester ' s pa r ks was 457 .74 seres· at the close of J 905 

it. t he t otal ac r eage we~ 1072.13 ccr es. an increase of 614 . 4 

acre s or 134%. Her e again it wil l be seen t hat Worcester rrade 

great strides i.n prov l <ling for the future welfore of he r ci ti. 

zens on d in providin5 beau t ifu 1 areas of "God' r: green sward 11 

~here ch i ldren or ad uitE rr.ay r evel to their hea rts ' content· 

cut again r eceived scant recocni t lon frorr. the great Ehouters of 

t he pl uygrou~d moverne~~. because she didn' ; at once ~roceea to 

attack overbearing and destruct ive supe-i vi i:.:i. on t o those wh o 

us\wlly know pretty '.:ell how to loo k out fo r thmr.se l ves . ·•;hen 

'':o r ce Eter do es t ake up eu-pervis i.on of' r l ny , cl:e wi 11 t alrn it ur 

in u na t ural nnd sound wey . 

12 11Dia 
rr.onds 11 

Th e develop~e nt of the p l ayground an a other featur es of the 

psrke was s ti ll going on steadi l y: the nur.:rer of 11 di.a

monde 11 had been i.n cr eased to twelve ( 12) , s wi ni:s , el id es, i n 1905 

and other simple pieces o f apparatus were being added quietl;: ond 

u~ostentutiouely or.d picnic r, arti.es ha ve a l ways boen very well 

provided f or . 

Dea th of 
Jemes 
Dr ap er 
1907 

Early in 1907, .Ta rr.es Dra per , a rrerr.ber of t he Bo Prd 

f or t we nt y yea rs and who had p enned its reports prac

ticall y s i.nce Lincoln ' s death in 1896. pas sed away . 

rt i s a re~ur ksble f act t hat wh i le he was a r eco gn i zed out ho ri.ty 

on t r ee s . fl ower s. gardens , etc., yet Lake , Euf t and Crorr.pt on 

Pnrks we r e his specia l char ges ana their early ana excellent 
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p l aygrou'1d development is due pTi rr.ari ly an<l chiefly to him. Of 

Another 
grea t 
advocate 

course his eerv i ces as a e r ector of l a ndsca pe effects 

and aecore tive arrangerr.en ts were used extensive l y for 

all the parks; but it i s very fortunate for Wor ce s ter 
of 
p l aygro unds 

that hi ~ cheractcr was s o r ourided t hat the ·p l ayground side of 

park development appealed to h i~ i ntenzely . 

\1.'i th in 8 rr.on ths a fter Dra:pcr ' s d.enth , occurred a lso in this 

• Obad i ah same year t he death o f Obadi ah E. Rad.wen , who had 

served as o Corr~isei oner f or 37 years . From his a~

po intment in 1867 , :te served continuscusly , with the 

B. Hadwen 
a.ied in 
1907 

e xception of 3 years fron- 187f -187J , up t o his death. He was 

a prorr. i ne": t horticulturn1is t and his servic es £S Corr.missi oner 

-had proved in.valuable . His csif't of Hadwen Fark o.n d the f atherly 

Last of 
Grea t 
Triumvi ra te 

care he exercised upon i t were only o small ~ortion of 

t he rr.onifola serv{ces tha t charaoter.ized his civic life. 

Hie death rrr.oved the laet o f the great Triu~virate of 

Lincol n , Hadwen 8'.1d Dra r er , \<lho served r e er ec t ively 

of' 
Lincoln , 
Raawen a:td 
'l;r.aper 

t wenty - s ix ( 26), twenty-one ( 21 ) and thirty - seven (37) years as 

Corr.rriEBioners . Worces ter 's debt to those rr.en ca nnot be est i m0ted, 

nor can we i mngine what our :Park s ~,. sterr. would hav e been vii thout 

them. Nothin~ but the Great Reaper a lone ever succ eeded in di 

mini sh i ng their inte~sely solicitoue i~torest in the development 

of the por1r SJ/S ten! of our ci ty end no nemes v·ill be more gra te

ful l y remembered by pooteri t y . 

In tht e yeor, (1907), for reason~ of eoonorr.y , the of:'i.ce of 

City Forester was e.bcorbed in thnt of Supt. of Parks ! ano ther 

example of how loa t h t he Board is to create so l ar ied of'fical s. 

Publ ic he,;rings wore g iven th is yo Hr t o the petition f or p l ay-



Hear ings 
in 1907 
on 
Pl ayground 
Peti tions 
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grounds fer Vernon Hill, Greendale and t he T;est Stde: 

and t he Fa r k Con:.rr.issione:r s recommend of f iciall y t hat 

the s e petitions be grunted. 

" Sr.all 
area s 
with 

They a lso, in their report f or t his ye ar·, recommena t ha t the 

ciry provide "small a:reas for chi ldren ' s p l aygrounds i n d if

f erent porti on~ o f the c ity, either by rental of va ca ~t 
su pervision 11 

lots or e rr.ore general u3e of school vards during va ca -

t. ion. wi t h eu -perv l ei on fo r a port ion of the time by com!)etent k in

rl erge.:cten instr- ac tors . 11 

It was conserva t ively estimated thi s year t ha t over 240,000 

people us ed the pl aygrounds a t Crorr.pton Par 1r duri ng the ;{e ar 1907 : 

240 ,000 
ueed 
Crompton 
Pl a1Tgrouna 
in 190 7 

and t h e Super intenden t r ecommended tha t a competen t 

p erson should be emp loy ed , e specia lly du rj_ne the 

s choo l va ce tion , t o direct the p l ny of tbe ch i ldren . He 

e x r ressea the opinion tba.t " it would i mpro ve thei r !!'Oral, in

te l lectua l and physi ca l welfare." 

At t he annual City JUe ction , in Decerr.b er '1.908. the vo ters 

11t:ass. 
'P l ayg round 
Act " a c 
cepted Dec. 
8 , 1908 . 
14,570 Yes 
4 , 84 9 No 

a cce pted the "!~ae:so chusetts P l a yground Act '' by a vot e 

of acout three to one ( 14 , 670 - 4, 849). In brief, this 

Act r e ... uire " all citiec t hat a cc ep t i t . to "provi de 

and maint a i n , a fte r July 1, 1 910, at least one pub-

l i e p l aygrou nd conveniently loc ated and o f su ita ble size and 

equiprront , for the rec rea tion a nd phy~i ca l educnti~n of the 

l"W\ 1-no1'sof said city 11
• ·Previously , on th f- 6th day of Oc tober 

of t h e se rre year , the City Counc i l h ad nppr opr Lo tea ::'.:36. 000 for 

the purchase of t he Beaver Brook P l aygrou ~d of about 14 1/2 

'Beaver 
Brook 
Pl a ygrou nd 
1908 

a cres. Thi ~ piece of land 1£ swampy a na used a r a . 

dump , and eome opro eitLon exlcted t o its act;uiremQ.nt: 

. .., 
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chi efly on s ccou '1t of t he present u ns i c:htl y c on a i ti on e..nd un-

hea l thy nature of t he l an d . The p l ayground a nd ovher features 

Cromp ton 
P&r k 
Congested! 

of Cro mp1..on .P~ffk weTe taxed to the i r u tmost t hi s y ear , 

and wer e proving completely inade ~uat e for t he dis -

trict wr5ch this park draws upon . The rading "Poo l was e ~l arged 

to t wi ce it s f orme r si ze : y et sti l l it was used to it s grea test 

capac i ty. 'l'h o Supt . re11ort s as fo llov·c "Other p l ~ygr cu nds are 

. secT1on,Ur: 11:h 10 nee ded i n th1.s1, one nal t·-n:i.le of Cro rr:pton Park to re l ieve the 

over -cr owded c ond ition . 11.'here are duys when i nftead of re l iov

i ng oongestj_o n the park itself r.:ecorr.es c onge <:! ted. " 

11Di a:mond" 
f lo oded 
f or 
skati ng 
a t Gre en
wood 
Ps.rk 
1908 

An i m:ror t ant in;1ova t i-:1 n we s in h ·od 11ced t his yea r at Green-

v1oofl Park . An aclrlit ional 'ball-di arrona wes constructed 

for s~al ler boys end it was eo e raded es to al l o~ it 

to be fl oo aea for ska t i.ng . thui:., affo raing a much 

l a rger curf ac e for skati ng t ~an the s~Bll wad ing ~ool , 

a~ d :let ot the same t i.!Te al l o.,.'i ng t he l e tter t o be reserved 

f or po lo game s . Skat ing t his yeo r was rradeposs i ble from Dec . 20 

to Feb. 15 e t El rr: , Gree n Hill , North , Univers ity , East , Cromr- t on 

Skati ng 
in 7 
Parks 
1os1ooo 
p eople 

anil Greenwo od Pe. r~i:s by removing the s n ow wi th h o-rse s and 

l arge s crap ers . Ice pl 1:rners were E.1 l so ueed nur in? the 

day and t he water spr inkl ed over the surfa ces after 

9, p.m . , and about 108, 000 peop l e en.i oyed t he sport thus r,rovi.ded . 

!,;ayor 
James 
Logt:in ' s 
Fi:rrt 
Inaugural 

On Jan . 6, 1908, the present mayor. ,Jair.es Logr.:m , 

delivered hls f i rs t inaugura l addreES and devoted an 

unusual ly long space to the discuseicn of the -pnrk and 

playgrou nd rJUeeti.on enrt f0r t he l ast tbreG ye ar0 he has been the 

strongest nnd soundest advocate and worker for playgrounds in 

WorceEter, nn extremely for t una te t ting for thiE city · and ~orceeter 



He i.s 
the 

,, 

has made rap i d advances since his fi.rst inautT,Urat i on and prom-
to 

ises t-ee.this y ear ,,even fur t he r fol l ow a long the es.me enl ightened 

pol ic;y . Hi s a ttitude towards parks i s shown by his ·words : 11Pa.rks 

can and will be used by the weary and wear y l aaen, many of ~~om 

wi ll neve r own rror e of ~ot her earth than the spare, two b y six 

feet where they v;ill finally s leep their la st sleep:" and of p l ey

grounds he says. "We canno t emphasize too strongly the necessi t y 

of e stabl ishing playgrounds . The ch ild grows and deve lo:cs through 

ee tivity and a chi l d ~eeds a playground as a flower needs light 

and air." And he goes on to say that even if t axa tion i E el i ghtly 

increa s ed , '' t here are some things larger even than dollars": a•1 d 

he sun:rr.ar iz es the si tuo tion v,hen he says "Worcester i s wel 1 T'ITO 

vided for in mos t airections with parks, but there is e great 

need of pl aygrou.,,,ds . " 

This was th e ha ppy a tti.tude of one of ;•:or ce s ter's broadest

rr.inded and ~ost enliehtened mayors : and wbe~ during hi Q fi r st t wo 

years of office, he directed the activities of the city in acquir 

i ng four (4 ) new playgrounds at a co st of about $ 86, 000, the people 

showed t heir overwhelming apprecia tion of h i m and his honesty by 

greatest 
friend 

electing hi~ to a third terrr by the l argest vote ever 

given a rr.ayor in the history of thi e c ity . Tiis major

ity clearly eho~ed tha t p eople of all pcirties voted of the 
plDygrounds 
in 
WorceEter 

for hirr.. 

During 1908, his fi r st term , pro:vir ion was rr.1- ae 

for tho Beaver Brook Playground , as has been stated above. tut i.t 

was not until 1909 that it came into posses~ion of Lhe city . The 

vote on the pl ayground act sho\'•ed clearl y the a ttitude of the 

people of Worcester. a.E well as al 1 over '!assacr,ueetts, tovn;}-M S 
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playgrounds; and the City Counci l therefore on July 14 . 1909. one 

week aft er a speci a l rr.eEsage on the subj ec t had be en subffiitted by 

Vernon 
Hill, 
Greenda le 
and 
'r a.t nuck 
P l aygro una s 
pure!hased 
in 1909- 
Cost 
1;50, 000 

Mayor_Logan, authorized a l oan of $ 50,000, for the pur

chase of Vernon Ri ll, Gr eenda l e and 'ratnuck Pl aygrounds , 

a.1 1 of which were s ecurely i n the possessi on of· t he 

Ci ty of Worcester befor e the end of tha t year. 

The purchase of the Ta t nuck pl ayground . wi th i ts 

s carcel y t wo acre s of extent , i s a far ~ore impoTta~ t 

s tep in Worce s t er ' s forward advan cement than v•ould aprear on !'the 

su rface . In · t he f i rEt place , it is the f i r st t i F.e i n t he his -

Ta tnuck to r y of the c ity that it has ever bought a ai s t i nct l y 
Playground 
features ! srrall and ii::ola. ted piece of l a nd f or pur ely par k or 

p l ayground purposes: it has on several occas ions bou~ht srr.a l l 

add itions of' contiguous l a na to enlarge or more c le ar -ly define 

t h e toundari es of pre~i ous l y ob t &ine d l arge parks; but the pur

chase o f the first 8 1 /2 acres of UniverEity Park had hit herto 

r een the srr.alle s t purchase of a separa te ra rcel of l and: and 

t hat nurchas e had been regardea_ as so i ncoirplete the t wi. thin 

thr ee 1ears 6 rr.ore acres had been added t o it. at t h§ highest 

price ever pa i d f or uny l and in the history o f the pork system 
I 

of our city . In fact t he idea of purchasi ng srr.ell t racts of 

Wo rces ter 
nevel'.' buyi:: 
or hires 
err.all t racts 
of lDnd 

l and , "of a n a cre or t wo" , for -playgrounds , i e the one 

"u-p-to-date " playground i.dea whi ch has never ms de the 

s lighte s t progre ss in 7orceEter: end t r e three other 

new p l aygro u~ds, averagi ng about 15 acre £ each, show tha t eve n 

now, when Worceeter does estal:- lieh a pleyground . ehe certain l y 

rr:ake s one t hc t shall be roomy enough for everycony . Of course 

the r eason i.s that srrall r,loyi3rou:1ds and supervi.s : on always go 
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ha nd- in- hand , and a s Worce s ter doesn ' t t ake kindl y t o super 

vis ion , she likewise hBs not s erious l y cons i dered her chi ef "ra i son 

d 1 e tre 11
, t he sma l l p l aygro und . 

And t he purch ase of t he Ta t nuck p l ayground is by no tr.eans a 

co nces s i on t o supe r vis ion. For it i s s i t uat ed i n the outski r t s 

o f t ~e city . Bu t t h e rea l not e~ort hy f eatur e of t he Ta tnuck 

Ta tnuc k p l aygrou na i s thF.i .., it adjoins th e new Ta t nuck Sch oo l 
Pl ayground 

for t h e of the and Hous e; an d wi ll be thus ava i l a ble use 
Schoolhouse 

pu p i l ~ of thi £ bui la i ng . In fact this pure has ., o f t he 

p l ayground a long wi th t he s ch ool-hous e was pr ac t i ca l ly pl an ned a t 

t h e s awe time ; a na yet ful l ~pace was r e s erved f or t he s ch ool yard 

proper . Th i s l i nking of Echool and pl ayground i s one of t he i dea l 

Scho ol condi t ion e that the p l aygr ound moverr-ent ha s brought 
and 
Playground s t r ongl y be for e the publ i c eye· a nd a s tirre go es on , 

peopl e of Wor ce s ter v~ill uwak e n to s. fu ller r eali zation of whet 

a f i ne s tep f orward t he Ta t nuc k pl aygr ound , a s wel l a s t he Ta t 

nu ck s ch ool , has been i n t he pr ogr e2e of our c i t y . 
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Tota l 
Year Par k Area Cos t Par k Ptipula t i on 

Ar ea 

1722 Coir.mon 7 . 75 - -- - - - _L_l§ 40 0 

1854 E.l rr. Park 28 . $11, 2 5 7 . 50 ~5 . 76. 22~QOO. 

1884 Lake II 11 0. Gi ft 1 45 . 75 66., 000 ----

1 8 8 7 University Perk 8 . 50 s 21 ,ooo . oo 

11 ~ast 11 10 . 00 St a t e 

" I ns t i tute 11 18 .18 Gi f t 1 82 . 43 '? 5 . 000 ----
1888 Newt on Hill 60 . f? 50 . 00 0 . 00 

II Fairmont Square . 92 Gi f t 

II Cr ompt on Park 1 2 .72 $ 45 , 000 . 00 

II North II 39 . 4.3 $28 , 00 0 . 00 295 . 50 78 . 000 

1 889 (18 90 ) A (Univers ity Par k ) 5 .50 $53 ,00 0 . 00 -
~ Chandler Hi l l 4 5 . $45 , 0 00. 0 0 34 6 . 00 82 . 0 00 

~ Dodge Park 1 3 . Gi f t 359 . 85. 000 

189 7 A (Crompton Park) 2 . 53 $ 2 2 ,500 . 00 361. 53 1 0 6 . 000 

190 2 Hadwen Park 50 . Gift 

II Nort h Shore Re s er . 5. 95 City 417 . 4 8 1 24 , 000 

1903 A (North Park) 2 . 1 3 ~ 8 , 500 . 00 4 1 9 . 61 1 2 7 , 0 00 .,.. - -
1904 Gran t Square 1. 55 Gi f t 421 . 16 1 2 7 ,')00 -
1905 Greenwo od Park 12 . 6 6 $ 1 3 , 400 . 00 

II Green Hi l l 11 500 . 00 $ 54 , 900 . 00 

11 Boynton II 113 . 0 0 Gi ft 1046 . 81 1 28 , 000 

1908 Beaver Brook Pl .1f. 1 6 . t36 , 000. 1061.81 1 43 , 000 

1909 Vernon Hill P l. Gr. 1 6. $ 32,000 . 

11 Greendale " " 16 $1 4 , 000 . 

" Tatnuck II II 2. t 4 , 500 . 1094 . 81 146 . 000 



Tot a l Ar ea of All Parks and Pl aygrounds 

ti (excluding Boynt on Park) 

Total Cost of Land 

I mproverr.en t and Tl a i n tenan ce ( 1 863- 1 909 ) 

1 863-1909 

Net !f.u n icipal ~xp endi tur e s on Parks a nd P l ay 
grounds 

Pr i vate Uo ney Con t r i bu t i ons 

Richardson ~und (1908 , 1909) 

a.'\'ld.. 
Appropri st i.ons # Richa rdson Fu na f oT 1910 

Grand Tot al f, 186~- 1 91 0 ( i n c lusi v e) 

(Totel Fund ed Park and Pleygrouna Loans 

Exp enditur es on Shade Trees , 1863-1909 
(not i ncluded atove in ~xpen ~itures ) 

39 

1120 acres 

1007 acr es 

$440 , 000 

~442 . 000 
$I~ <n .. -ooG 

~ 882 , 000 

$ 56, 000 

~ 1 5 , 000 

t 953 , 000 

50 , 000 

$ 1 ,003 . 000 

$400, 800 ) 

C so .ooo 



1 884 

1887 

1 88 7 

1 088 

1 890 

1902 

1905 

1905 (1898) 

1868 

1 884 

1887- 1905 

Gifts of Land or !foney to u ark Sys tetr. . 

I. Land 

Lake Park Horace H. Bigelow and Erl.ward 
J,. :Davis 

East Park St a te 

I nst itute Pa r k Ste-phen Sal isbury 

Fa i r !'r.ont Square David Q 
V • 1./!e ssenger 

Dodge !:ark Thorr.as H . Dodge 

Hadwen Park Obad i.ah B. Hadwen 

Gran t Square Abu tters 

Boynton Park Chorles D. Boy!'lton 

To t a l 

I I . Money 

Lev i Lincoln :/t l 000.00 for Eltr. Park 

Edward L. l)avi s $ 5000 . 0 0 fer LE.ke r ark 

Stephen Salirbury 1., 50 , 000. upon InEtitut'e Park 

40 

Area 

110 . 00 

10 .00 

18 .18 

. 92 

1 3 . 00 

50 . 00 

. 90 

113. 00 

316.00 
a cres 

1905 Willin~ A. Richardson $ 250,000 (Incorr.el upon £~tire System 

1905 Green Heirs $ 50 , 000 . a s ps r t payrrent o f Green Hill nark 
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Annua.l Appropriat ions by the Clty Counc i l s f r om 1863-1910 

1863 $500 .00 

1 864 500 . 

1865 500 . 

1 866 500. 

1 86 7 500 . 

1868 600 . 

1869 l COO . 

1870 1000 . 

1871 5000 . 

1872 3000 . 

1873 4000 . 

1874 5000 . 

1875 4000. 

1876 3COO . 

1 87 7 3000 . 

1878 4000 . 

18 79 5000 . 

1sao 5000. 

1881 5500. 

1 882 600 0 . 

1883 6500 . 

1884 7000. 

1885 7000 . 

1(386 8000 . 

1887 8000. 

1 888 10000. 

1889 ' $10 , 810 . 

1890 10 . 000 . 

1891 10 , 000 . 

1 892 10 , 000. 

1893 10 . 100. 

1894 10 . 000. 

189 5 10, 500. 

1896 16, 000 . 

1897 20 , 000. 

1 898 22,000 . 

1900 22, COO . 

1901 22, 000 . 

1902 23,000. 

1903 23 ,000 . 

1904 24,0CO. 

1905 24 , 000 . 

1906 35 , 000. 
Revenue 

1907 33 , 000. + 2 , 399 . 79 

1908 30 , 000 . + 7,112 . 41 

1909 30 , 000 . + 10 . 000.00 

1910 30 , 000 . + 10.000 . for Pl nygrounds 

+ 10 , 000.Richardson Fund . 

Total Appropriations by City Council for ea i.ntenavice 
anQ Imr,roveffi ent. 1863-1909: 

(Shade Trees) 
$ 622 , 000. 

80,000. 

1863-1909 ..... $442,000 
Total eum expend ed upon rr.ai ntenance and irr.

proverr.cn t of parks and plvygrounds, 
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Corr.miss ioners of Shade Trees and ~ubl i c GTound s 1863- 1885 

Term. 3 years. 

~dward E'a rle 1863-1865 3 years 

James B. Blake 1 863-1864 2 years 

Henry Prentice 1 86 3- 1 866 4 years 

George J a cq_u es 18 65-1870 6 years 

David S . rJ:e s senger 1 866- 1868 3 years 

Obadi ah B. Hadwen 1 867-1870; 
1 8 74-180 5 . 16 years 

stey,hen Sa li :1bury 1869-1885 17 years 

EdwaTd L. Lincoln 1870-1885 16 years 

Ossi an L. Retch 1871- 1873 3 y ears 

Thus for 16 successive years ( 1 8 70 - 1885) Linco ln and Salisbury 

cons ti. tuted t wo of the merrbern : nnd for 1 2 su cces£i ve y e a rs ( 1 8 74 -

1 885) Hadwe n , Lincoln and Salisbu ry were the sole n:er:bers of t h e 

Board . These same three Fe~ f orn:ed the nucleus of the new Par ks 

Commi ssion which succeeder! i t, but Salisl)u~, retired a fter one 

year ' 8 s ervice, while Lincoln and Hadwen continuea t o remain 

identi fi ed wi th the :1 ew Boero, unt'i. l dea t h separated therr: from 

it. Thu e from 1874-to 18 96. or fo~ 22 years , Lincoln a~d TI8 dwe n 

we:re conti nuo us rrembers of the t wo Boards . So that on l y 

nine ( 9) rr:en i11 1111 were !r.e !'rbers of the Boera in ito t went7· - two 

( 22 ) y eors of existe~c e. 



Presen t 

Board 

Boara of Park Cornmi8E ~o ners Terrr. : 5 years 

1884- 1910 

Edward Wins l ow Linco l n (1804 - 18961 11 y ears (total 27 years ) 

Obad i ah B. Hadwen (1 884-1907) 21 years (tot al 37 years ) 

Edward L. Davis 1884-1900 16 years 

Stephen Sa lisbury 

J . :::varts Gr eene 

James Draper 

r~art in Gree n 

William H. Sawyer 

Co lvin L. HDr t shorn 

Willia l7' Ha r t 

Benjamin W. Childs 

Edwin P . Curtis 

Ru fus B . Fov.rler 

Sven E. HanEon 

Henry H. Thayer 

1884-- 1886 

1884-1806 

1886- 1907 

1886-1990 

1890- 1896 

1896-1897 

1897- 1905 

1900-1908 

1896-19 

1 ~)5-19 

1907- 19 

1907- 19 

1909- 19 

1 year (tota l 18 years ) 

2 y ea rs 

21 years 

4 yea.rs 

6 years 

1 year 

8 years 

8 years 

14 years 

5 yea rs 

3 yeDrs 

3 yeors 

1 yea r 
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Thus in the 26 ye~rs of ito existence, only 16 men have bee~ 

me rr.b er s o .r the Boord i and lea ving out two rren who saved onl y one 

yea r each, only 14 me o have graced this Cormr.i. S $ .i on, which i. ncludes 
' 

the five members of the present Board , one of ~horn ha ~ been in 

office less than a yea r; ond t wo others less than three years. 



if.ass . 
11Par k 
Act " 
1882 

Lega l (1) 44 

Lega l St et us of Park Corrrri.ssi ons . 

The rt.assachu s ett s 11Pu bl i c l1 nr::E Act " . enti tled 11 An Ac t 

und e r. which Citi e s and To,ms TC y l a~r ou t Fubl i. c 1?ur 1ce 11 , 

Appro ved by t be Ge ~8Ta l Cour t on A~ri l 12 , 1 882 . be ca~e 

op erative in WoTce s t ey on i t s nc ceptance by t h e voters of t h is 

city on Nov . 4, 1894 : thi s act is sti~l the c h i ef lega l ground 

for t:r.e ex i s ter. ce of the Pa rk Corr.mlssi.on, def i ni ng t hei r po te r s , 

autie s, e tc : and i n su bs t ance i ts prov i sions are as fo llows: 

5 rren:bers 
Term: 5 
ye ars . 

( 1 ) The Park Comrrission shal 1 consi.e: t of a Boe r d 

of f i v e "c ompeten t rr.e1rbers " ., arno i nted ea ch f or a terrr 

of five yearc , t h e t er~ of only one rr.ember expiring durine any 

s i ng le ye ar . 

Appoin ted 
by 
r.1ayor 

Eacr.. Corr:rr.issio ner i s appo i nted by the T.a.yor , "wi th 

the apnro va l of the Cit y Council": the appoi ntme nt being 

rr:ade befo r e the fir s t M.ond sy in !lay of c a cr. ye ar, when tl e newly

appo in tea me rr.ber aem.irre f ht s office . 

Ci t y of
f ic i a la 
i ne ligi blc 

:r~o rrerrber of the "Ci t y Cou ncil. no cle:rk or treas 

surer " is eligi blc for appo i ntrr.ent . 

Any me.,.,,.bcr rr.ay b~ removed by o 11 concurrent vote of tw.~,_ 

thirds of the who l e of each hrancl1 of the Ci.ty Counc i l." 

No com
pensation 

( 2 )· vacancies a re fil 1 ea for the residue of the unexpired 

te-rrr. in the u:1rr.e lTBn!'.l.c r as the regulfl r e·,ro int~o'1ts . 

comrr.l~ si oners E:r..a 11 s erve wt t hout corr.pensa t ion . 

( 3) The chie f powers of t he r>nrk Corrrr.i esionerE are "to locate 
wi thin 

publ ic perl(c "hl the lirrits of t he city'' , and ''for that purpcf' e to 

take in fee by pur chase , e ift , dovi~ o, or othe:rwi~e" all eu oh 

l a nd c as "they rr.ay deom desirable: to lay ou t and i nrro ve such 

parks; to make rule s for t heir us e and gov ernment: t o a f~'ix 
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Chief 
Powers 

(Legal l ( 2) 
45 

p enalties for brea ches of these rules . ~uch penal t ies 

not to exceed ~1,2 0 for one offense nnd to be • a b r 1mpof: e y 

a court of competent jurisdiction; to appo i nt all ne ccEsa r y offi -

cers , cle r kc , etc ., includ ing "a po lice f orce t o ac t in such 

parks"; t o define t h e du ties a nd f i x the compensa tion o f al l 

such offi cers . 

Two-thirds 
Vo Le 

of City 
Council 
requir.ed 
f or new 
Earks. 

No l an d ~ be t aken or a ny other thing invo lving 

a n e xp cna·i t u r e of money be done , until an aprropriati on 

f:;Ufficient for t he purpo f e ha s been granted "by a v ote 

of tv10-thirds of each brooch of the City Council." 

( 4 ) Accura te descriptio n of new l ands must be f iled wi thin 

60 days a f ter its a cquirement and recorded in the Registry of 

Deeds . 

(5) This Boa rd shall esti rra te a nd detcrrri ne a ll damages sus -

t ai ned by t ak ing of land or through it s other o~fic iel acts; t n e 

usual right of a ppea l t o t h e Cour t s bei ng reserved to the dam

aged parties . 

(6) Fee of al l r~r k l and s i s veeted in the city. wh ich ~ay 

r eceive a~d hold in t rust any gift, grant, bequest, etc . . rra de 

for park purpose s . 

Assessment s 
f or 
Betterment s 

or park 

(8) 

of rr.oney 

( 9) 

( 7) Thi~ Board a l s o hae the power to as s ess fo r 

bett erments upon r ee l e s t a te tha t a.buts upon pa·r'i{ l and 

ways . 

City rr.ay "rni se , appropriate and expend 11 -proper sums 

for the purchase a!1d irrprov ement of parks. 

Ci t y rrBy issue 11 from t i 1 e to time '' Purl ic Pa:r~ Loans . 

whi ch shal l be funded. 

( lO) All l and s taken or held under this act "shall be 
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forever kept op en and rm int a ined as a publ i c parks 11
: no bu L 1a ing 

c overi ng ~ore t hsn 600 sq. f eet can s t and in such parks: a nd no 

street or rai lway sha ll be l a i d over su ch par ks , wi thout a~proval 

of the Perk Corr.missioners . 

(11 ) Military evolutions , ezefc i ses , etc. sha ll no t be held 

i n t he s e parks , with9ut consent of the r ark Commi ssi oners . 

(12) An annua l report of r eceipt s , expendi t uree, doings , 

etc. must b e submi tted to the City Council. 

By an a ct of the Gen er~l Court . approved "Ayir il 14. 1885. 

e ntitlea ''.An Ac t relating to the Public Parks and Shade Trees 

in t h e Ci t y of Worceste r" , the Park Comrr:iseion was gr anted e ll tr.e 

powers and au t i e s of the old "Comr.isE ion of Shade Trees and Pub

l ic Grounds , 11 which then ceased to exist . 

Th i s a ct a l s o gave t he Board t he power t o appoint a Secr e

t a ry o r Che.irrran fr on: their own numb er. cons tituted a "ma jor 

portion " of the Board a quorum for t he tran sac ti on of bu cine ss 

nnd prov ided that the Annual Repor t shall be su bmitted i n ~arch 

to the City Counc i l. 

On rla rch 19, 1888 , the ~enernl Cour t appro ved an "Act author -

izing the City of Worce s te r to borrow money for the 

purpose s of -Public -Parks'1
• und er which t r..e Ci t y 

"Par k 
Loons" 
authorized 
1888 Counc il rr.ay"froJr. ti! e to t i rr:e " s u thorlze loons, not t o 

exceed $250 .000 · "for purclwsi ng or taking, constr ucting and i -r.-

proving" public Parlrn. 
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~flass . 
Playg:rou11d 
Act of 
1893 

On Apri 1 19, 1893 , the General Court a pr•ro ved ''An Act to 

authorL ze Citi es and Towns to es t abl ish snrr rr.a intain 

Public Pl aygr ou 'l'Jds" . The i rrportant featu r e . dist ingu i s a 

ing thi~ Ac t from the ''Park Act " of 1882 is t hat b-.-

its evident rrovi.sion , on l y a rr.a j orit:v vote of the Ci t;y Counc i. l 

Ma.i ori t l' 
Vote SU ._ 

fie ient 
for 
Pl aygr ounds 

is r e 0u ired for the purchase or an nua l renta l of l a nd 

for play grounds . while u perk a.pr rapr i etion ret1uires 

a t wo- thirds vote. 

rt a l s o pr ovide s tha t th e jurisd iction over these p l a y 

grounds sha ll be ves ted in the Perk Corr.mission . 

The main featur es of the ~aesachus ett s Pl ayground Act of 

r.~ass . 
Pl oyground 
Act of 

1908 , accept ed by the Vi'o ··cestcr voters on Dec. 8 , 1908, 

s r e that t he city s'hall after Ju l y 1, 1910, provide 
1908 and ma intain a t l eas t one public pl ayground, con

veniently l ocated ona of suitable s ize and equipment. for the 

recreation and physic vl educ nti.on of the minor s of 

t his city, for every 20,000 o f its populotion . Under 

Ploy ground 
fo r 20 ,000 
population 
required ! its provision , ci ties may also appoint ann de ter rr.ine 

the corr.r ensat ion of a qusl i fi ed eupc · visor of each -p l averound . 

11who shall direct the sport s and exerci ses the reon". 

Funded Psrk Loan ( i nclu di ng ''F l aygrounos ") 

Amount I s sued Interest Due Duration (~ea.rs) 

e 200 , ooo 100s 4% 1938 50 

50,000 1009 4% 1938 50 
0,50 0 1903 3 1/.21,, 1932 30 

56,300 1906 3 l/,2'f.d 1915 10 
"'P l ay- ( 36,000 1909 3 1/.23/o 1919 10 
grounds" I 50,000 1909 3 1/2% 1919 10 
accou nt ( 

ia-400,soo . Total FUnded Park Loan 
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