Clark University
Clark Digital Commons

Sermons, 1905-1919 Pittsfield, Unity Church, 1905-1919

5-22-1908

In the Service of the Country

Earl Clement Davis

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield_sermons

Recommended Citation

Davis, Earl Clement, "In the Service of the Country" (1908). Sermons, 1905-19179. 55.
https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield_sermons/55

This Sermon is brought to you for free and open access by the Pittsfield, Unity Church, 1905-1919 at Clark Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Sermons, 1905-1919 by an authorized administrator of Clark
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact larobinson@clarku.edu, cstebbins@clarku.edu.


https://commons.clarku.edu/
https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield_sermons
https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield
https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield_sermons?utm_source=commons.clarku.edu%2Fpittsfield_sermons%2F55&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield_sermons/55?utm_source=commons.clarku.edu%2Fpittsfield_sermons%2F55&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:larobinson@clarku.edu,%20cstebbins@clarku.edu

e e A ™ >t g e S et

. s
e v 0
ttSfl@ld,“yuu. May22,'08.
SERVICE OF THE COUNTRY

in masses,

iety. There is a bl

.is always driving them

mean and ugly. The genius -

the enterprise,

sistant with siavery.

through history from the beglnning

' On Jugust ist. 1844 Zmerson
Mass, [iRld®n LA J4EE on the B
the emancipntion of the slaves in
cluding paragraph of this address

,there is

P a el -
>axon
the very muscular vigor of

The Intellect

India. In the con-

appears the prophecy of the em-
ation. lir. Emerson says,-"Seen

progress in human soc-

which the interest of men

(@]

by

gain, making all crime

race, friendly to liberty;

this nation, are incon-

» with blazing eyes looking

onward, gases on this blot and




before 1

soon oo tihe

ek 4. 3 - ~
question aS
as property

nature, just

to whether or not one man has 2 righ

==
}=e

L, wWithout

outcone £ the rreat t o]
tcome of tho great struggle

bl

A lem s Trosaze o480 & 1 3
o know how it would be afcom-
R ~ £ My 3 P - L 3 PR
e Lne e ©s 01 an encouraging sSi tuation
4 = [ -~ Fal A NS ] P T = 1
the nature o1 Il n, ne sav clearly that as

e & Tand 3 B iy 4 4 . = L e -
merlica naa dilirectec their attention to the

t to hold another

A +hine s snare hi .
as a thing , O ignore nis ocsasentiol

IS

would the bonds of the slave Dhe broken ass
i - O Lo —




sunder and the negsro in these United States be nccorded the free-
dom which bhelon~s to him by right.

I less thon twenty years tine nation was armes, fighting
on blood bwottie 1e1dS, sacrefricin:; the comforts and ease of

Surnose of establishing tix
reads Leen revealed to then, -
rgon of another 2s

L
hold the pex

moral order.

reo0l; we shall pay a

i)

During the coming WeoL

~incere tribute to the memory

)
o~
LSS ol

t0ir 1ife for the cause of human Tfreedom,

whose consumation maried

son, 'hile we

that time,vet werecognize the tremendous moral

t thuth which had al-
the truth that that one man cannot

as property in a land of freedom and

of those men who

the fulfillment of the prophecy of Zmesn-

abhor the fact of war ,and regret its necessity at

simple anf formel,
°

in a terrible war,

4 -

strenght and coure




h thev lived, and honor the men
hie dut;, and knew that,- ‘
|
son chafe it
hout reply; |
ye sofe ,XHAALEX
for the truth he ousht to die."
is fnced with some aspect or Ot¥e
wns beneath the surface disturb-

moral problem Wi

other of the

ances of tne civil war. The great moral issue of slavery has al-

ways been whether or not one nan has the right to secure his own
another man's suffering and de-

onse nnd comfort at the price o

he civil we

(e

gredation. &1

case 1n

= 3
reue

lar and concC

were

:n which the slave

face to facc with a particu-

owners of the country

he purpose of gaining the

weremaking use of the colored man for t

L1NE




TR 1 +43
siraple TNings

tane personal

~

lave, to ignore the relationships of the family,

[
}._.'-
ct
p—o
(&)
rn
0]
~
o~
)
]
-
(
o
c

4.

s in short

ct

P

nersonal developemen

cr
©
-
o

{

to trent n hum n being @s he would any other piece of personal

\ v
J -

£ i Those men who fought fot the abolition of the slave

cnw +he ~rass immorality of this situation, and tine efforts of tn
o CLAY U_LO o+ "~ w2 L 1idll 3 4 i

s this is their service to the nation.
their 110110’_", ~nd 1in u‘.l;-. 1S T:ilC1rx ervice CO cvile tion
-ast Sunday I calle. to your attention the fact that to-

nditions in which there is

(]
s
ry
=
(6]
:—L
(@]
O

dev in this nation there still

L.J

. N e 441,\ 9 P Rak e vy "”f! | ﬂ",v' llln- \.v,,ls 7'" - ”J. } - L .‘,’,\‘ Nel
a violation £h#& of the same ol 1 law tnat was violated in the {

fact of sliavery,- namly, the treatment of a human being as a thing
[« A - v




.8 evidence of thi situation I reminded you of the fact of child
labor, of the tendency among XBZEkh employers Xa.dX not only to

disre ord the intcrests of thelir emplorees, but also to treat them
in much the scme shirit os the slave ovner treated his slave, thot

is to disresord taelr interests as hu beings. I also pointed
i ] } ey ~ =% yer ) e I T P . 1,
out the f~ct thot there are men wio a perfectly willing to mak

mone:r for thelr own conforts and the comflorts of their families

neiains in the wecknesses and morcl deficiencies of men,

11 tly, for example, in the saloon, 2nd places of immorality,

and indirectly from rentsls received from property thus used.

rerar

Sho s _f,,b‘ﬁz,‘iﬁa,éﬁ USSR 8 nE (6% 85/ FBHE AL LR ERIERE S ond IXH SR

violation of the same moral lows and

This stote of affairs 1is 2

: . s . N 3 ate T 1av
the same Christian doctrine as was violated by slavery.

1 wish to prpesent o 1ittle more clearly the significance




1S sSitusvlion &ana 1lvs neldring upon vile nmoral Hrogress of the

the moral condition o

.
=
A
o
}_h
@]
[}
o
( J
2]
v/
{>
=
Fl
i
o’
O
)
N |
e)
-
iy
o
hd
=
=
»
s }
2]
-+
L3
¥
Cb.

el & . Ny 402 B - ol - RRL L E -
ress ol tne notion 1s determined b the moral

10 tino moral conditions of the individuals who moke up

3
o
>
C
-
:

th “harton's novel, The Fruit 6f The Tree, there is

way in which things work out,when

~ - . A e | 1
a ciear cut 1iius

7]

beings as things which must con-

o™

= . & A 4. 1 ~ 1.
neopnle are wiiaiilNg O creatvr nunaell

(2

and well-being. In a2 little country town

c*

tribute to their comfoet
there is a milli. In the town dwell the workmen and overseers, £H

iz carried on. The wag-

a

throush whose énginuity and labor the mill

es »aid are small, the genoral conditioh of the town is poor and

not altogether satisfactory from @ moral point of view. In short
(8 oV -

t most such communities are and must of

N L TR 2 3 ot X a
the communit;y is Jusvu what




S on S S

WaVel * 4L 1 . & 0 w ®
e ls :
18C C ) .
g e e s i ) s B
their cutrent s k
TTovw tii s = AV
low tai t OV
t ) 3 : $ 2 o 4o -
g ™M1 C e \ . 4
C 1€ 1 4.1 C v U 10CU0 v
+ 3y 4] A% : = s o
truuil 1 1 10U iKnoO )
W o e ool ol 8 - = PR DR I X * A aa _—
insatliapie Lilllob 01 A
nean O 1 Y 1N T ¢
me ! Ol iy [PAS ] L Uoe 4
: L. B FRTON
' ¢ 1 Caovnedtions 10
01 SQC 1L f'functvi0ons U L€ vl

4 o S e -
was £ -urnoseless, 1Jnol
nade i interest her in the
maaag Li® 1 Bl 3 U

) - 2 3 % 2.7 vy .

ple who lived in the LoV,
he she did 1

raced her

nded church, ©

4 Ae

tete

e I T e e e T T R e e A e N -

7 -
i) v { n-“..‘. T L 3 .0 ':-
vy & ‘ol T ol 4. 4. = - a
L O1 e¢nv CI1E 1ave Jood Jluck,
o 1 who Xk 10othin bout nmX
t it was hier source income. In X%
uch about . 1I&. above her
o 7 - S A ey 4 1 4- epe r o ~
Js d excitement, oand the ways and
e < Py 7 .4 (] - 1 4. 3 "~-" - T
. notain, more tiadn o JO Lie rouna
L rm e e e e v e avm Ty ] »
tre and dinners. <NC was nov bad. o e
- £33 ~F ~ 3 - y 4 A e < .
N a6 .ll 1 Sl w1011 an ccempt wacs
R . “ ) o P - S| . o~
ropert; she owned, and tne peo-
5 3 S 4 s e 4 ” o - 5
16 could nov rise to vileé occasion ,&
" o . 2 & - 1 . s A & e T4 adt + o e
0 nav it 1n ner to GO 1t. 1T MmMaciers

punctilliously

to fo

oS My
rel 2 )

e




e Al e 8
v L4 UV 9 viC
. = . - -
ipie upon M

3 {
es is of ‘

& |

1 conditions of

1arreoly true to the actued
. 1 g, - 1 s Fa S NP = D IEXw
+ yllether the man who receives the nrofits 1s ol =WOI
Vi il -~ e A = N

1t motters nNoOv

-

worlid wide

by millions, or is




e e SRR S Sl S C S e A P e i RS

-
- =
me, or 1 tner e 1lacik Ol ) YINCIDL( 1S ‘duu the
same - o snnwlead AP VB B e Pl I TR T~ A A sAae .
ame 10 has rk o1 1izin -.ability should receiv
L ) e B i & ey e e o e o
Co().l liberal comeiS: tion 10 115 011170 1d. N11S LANAGIALN VWOIrK.
Ml p L) 4 4 ' 1ecaessary ,‘C, + the es £ -‘1" aime 1G N R _'L»-‘__
___11 C W i G & Vi S ! il Co L / Q4 id ceadd ¢ LA L L

$ pd - o - - R £ S 4 e 18 - 41
R @4 2180 receive o Ire turn for 1ts nparce n viae

ne E Lol
4 B L 3 - T 4 = +va Smortant int® ti interest
estahlishne 1t,hut, G this 1s vuviae 1mporu nt poilnty tne ineeresv
1 o e anlanm ~ - P I y 4 o BT “ 2. T )

- +v should take precedence over accumlated wealth, E&J

good men
accurulat-
The wealthy nation without good men 1S

with good,RBR sound able men has its

this situation , which Inmhobve suggested abhove,

ape treated as things s/ arises the discontent of our

in which men




P A
e Re]
greav

ble tendencly

~ O

recogniced.

£ +Nhe e e
oi tne rescrl
+ 1A " Yoy Y
e yerson

to oblitcrﬂto
~reat

the develope
|

cunber

rem ]y
v -l
A
- U=

PR
¢t tiqes, U

4.

alit

"some

nent

poss

v from

all cons

mechanism of

of the

individ

-~

o

iderations

ST TERRgT—




machine

e

o1

hun

o it Ao —
4 e e s & I i ds e ] ¥ B
sThe opportunlevy 101 natural ond proper
4. s Tk ¢ 4. £ 4- 75 ™M Y - P
.ts, oxcept Tor Tne man of uncommon
Tan of A Srw=rr canacitr 1 A o csart
O Ord LYl 1", v~~4>l-Clb”‘ ')CCO...C:J a sorti
of %the macnine, while tae man of rother

‘ 5B .
e privilege

ove cboubt for the purpose of oiling the
loose nut Lere -nd thero. The function

itsel broadest and bhest te

poes

onality-destroying process

lien chafe under the ;1"1?.&13&’13 and pers 3
| - } T i o AT Y - 2 «r ~ o
b which the) are -ade th become servants , not to say slaves,
of a svstem that is 1n jtself entirely incking in the choracter-
C » wl il L=

sersonall

(=) J. C-.J R 8
‘stinct is to foster
a lawless spdividuallsSTl,

ien are individuals and their primal ind-

Ly«
The reign of

and develope their personaliity.

in which each man is for himselfl and ut
2 l\/‘"




i N i 2
- s i ot AR S SR | canlr
al04
o ] 11317973 ) Dy ~ Y - SR o sy W d L 1
vorld mnindi Oi vie 1nverosevs ol 21l other mon, has crented
thie condi tions and develoned the susters which now Hhinad 13 1 1
1€ Y 1tl1ons na 1008 Ci11@ ¢ stens 111011 nNow pninu us aand
e 2 Y Dy SR S ~e S side Yo G a2 Faimd S P " 1 1 LY
o o0 3 ne oL ¢ insve LIlLS Ol b,.»1L.1.OY‘, « volced I):— Adund-=
reds oi org nizitionsand ond 2lmost countless books, rests finally
- 4. 4. < - ~ A ]S - ey 4 1 -~ e~ 4 oy . T Yy - - - ~"] &
upon the foct tn I enlize, or at ledst are coning to realize
) ,a - Fal o P Y - - o ~ el 4 4= ] S “ E L Py ¢
thot the deveiopement of men of character and worth is of far g¥
e ey 4 - 3 an 4 4 11 1 Ll devel "eMmMe it i Trent . 111+ v+ Y .
grenter importonce thon tho developement of great industries,great
L
- . . 1 1 . 4 Uy o ~ - 4- g4 & - .
commerce na Soed t wec ity o 5 nen wvane resent rotest 1s stiri Yo
- - = & b~ 1 P | ~ ] - e 3 4 3 £ 1 " $- 3
of nlli its accidental nd iocal colorings, 1t 1s found to contain
< . .~ . | i TN, ] § i | 3 4] n ~ S |
1 are moral nHrinciple nd to be {founded upon the same mora
the sa moral Drincli ’ -
- . yrpre. vrYa X T ol ol A T o~y 9 - . s W
laws os the protest agoinst slavery.waldnawas lumsn personality
AdWS do A A e : -

when condil

rv nature

dema ppor self-expression,and

-
L=
P

tio denv thnt oppertunity, then it so much the h¥s

By the power of personality hnve natioss

e conditions.

(]




: memAitiana al zark
-15=
been developed, but when the dovolo,ci nation became a mill stone
about tiie necx off nersons, those Hersons Si]i;;;;' threw it of. 56
also in thne histir, of the roligious interests of men. ..s a result
of the work of gre~at personriities, the cthg;;c church was Tormed

to the fact -that it was no longer the oppertun~

it for the true ond natural exyr ssion of their religious 1life,
BUHBIPESE }.*-11“‘ nediun
rather hnd become tih¢ of suppressing the . natural religious

(&)

but hod

1 7 e Ehy o 4 o) "nad l1left+ + a2 ~
nature in mon, then man bDroxeé through the system, and left to its

“he sare thing is now being done throughout ali the Christ-

) B L disgontent .
ian churches T yenecat that beneath the gre2t,and unrest of our
il i < ~iad e - i 17
. for 2 larger 2nd.and a freeer opportunity of

time is the demand

2. - | - _;" " "'.‘; 3 S 43 o ‘-] i Y . Vo
she inherent ond latent possibilities of the human per

1 o f h of money grabbing, of greed for

» - — w the Sul"fh ce 1ro ti J OO 5%} 53

sonadli t.f° Below Ul .

dividend of demand for increase wages and better
ividends




5 s — R I

i

) - -14- cond
AR - o . a1 S e . 1 S| - . 3
conditions of work 1s The GCCD undercurren

ch it

£ individu-l men and fo manicind as o whole. . gain wo are risingXo
of self- aossertion and true to human noture we are pro-

~en sholl be orfect even 28 their Father in lleaven

is nerfect, or to SaY the same thing in our oevery day language

nwe shall be truo to the bnherent possibilities of man's nature.

men , we shall +tpent ourselves 05 men, we shall theat oth~
shall demand thot they treat us as men.

- {ive years Q220 the'pOOplc of this nation foced
as the great and pressing moral problem of £

h, heard the cali, and that form of

treating men 1 have tried to point out the

oo

the nature of the moral problem which is immediately pressing upon

us to 4o and 18 calling us to the work of its solution. .S citi-
A ’ ;




.m,”@ < =m> mm ————

2 4 ~ . 4 " 3 5 4. 2 “ . - 1
’ s €ltlzons 01 uvil€ 4 cr naotvion e nave pe-~
1 s D Yaast iy Pra v e o & ool
robiem of how to freoe men i1rom 116 ] rouaucCts
! o o -~ 1. 1A P . ~ 1 .
CV1l.L (o1 LOop eav; and over

. the ti The body of this probiem as it
peors the oppecrnnce of an econoniic creature,
voiiing custeors, it is dresced in the clothing
yut the moving powver of the body, the directing

is not commercioa,

reaitime that +hie movement is fund

7o

. g W T g Sl o P I & TR
1toble fact that the midst ol Ll




ey
5

' 4 e
i J
¥ 4
!
)
|
C
1 - 1
. ‘ ‘
' -
) £
o > )
=l
o s
- !
. D )
' =
o
a . -
!
D .
> O
)
\ .
N )
~,
G
|




.
uestions







S i n o . ’ oy ) . .
4 ! s E 9 v 4
- & - S - s S . - g 3 A
¥ ( ” " B v i N (7 % ool
3 o » ~ Aar] L ~r 3 > o4
(@) . 1 L L C 1 . n i 0O1E 1 L
. . : B - L .
. S e . o) O ( 2 L i L . (Ve = w v vi
-~ i sH! | (
‘ 8 . . - L ? - (S i S 1%
T i 3 ol
< 3 ~ s 2 s v 2y, 3 4 S - T~
et g . 3 L ers, & reCC tion D
A\ A~ ] L
- q@ 77 , L v - e LoV r __l" 4 |\C L
Y 'L v SR 5 .
& I L 3 2 4 3 1 e ‘\(“ T 0o -
- J NG L. ~bddasts v % " i L -~ A v W L1V B v e i
- . . > N - . R
- » » ~ - - bl |
ey or t Vi ¢catil ol < L oc.l tion. 1at
™ ) - v 4
. ~ - - S A " - ¥ = &
, 1 R IS CoO I r $ ‘
. - - £ - - [ £ o la Ve a |
: P 3 o . £ S ( ne B 1oLk . [V covue.li C( F ]
v \ o L. 4 ol
. » -~ 1 : ~ A 4
h < { ¥ » \
p) » 111 D LQ=— S il 3 UL Ll v ¢

co DC




In the Service of the Country
Earl C. Davis
Pittsfield, MA

May 22, 19081

On August 15% 1844 Emerson delivered an address at Concord,
Mass. on the anniversary of the emancipation of the slaves in
British West India. In the concluding paragraph of this address
appears the prophecy of the emancipation of the slaves in this
nation. Mr. Emerson says,

Seen in masses, it cannot be disputed, there is
progress in human society. There is a blessed
necessity by which the interest of men is always
driving them to the right; and, again, making all
crime mean and ugly. The genius of the Saxon race,
friendly to liberty; the enterprise, the very muscular
vigor of this nation, are inconsistent with slavery.
The intellect, with blazing eye, looking through
history from the beginning onward, gases on this blot
and it disappears. The sentiment of Right, once very
low and indistinct, but ever more articulate, because
it is the voice of the universe, pronounces Freedom.
The Power that built this fabric of things affirms it
in the heart; and in the history of the First of
August, has made a sign to the ages, of his will.?

Thus said Emerson of the fate of slavery in 1844. Without any
manner of doubt he foresaw the outcome of the great struggle for
freedom and right, not because he knew how it would be
accomplished, nor indeed were the evidences of an encouraging
situation before him. But knowing the nature of man, he saw
clearly that as soon as the people of America had directed their
attention to the question as to whether or not one man has a

I This is from the bound collection that includes sermons from
May 22, 1908 to August 9, 1908. The date for this sermon may be
incorrect as Sunday fell on the 24t of May in 1908.

2 Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882), “Address on the Anniversary of
Emancipation in the British West Indies,” 1844. In Essays and
Addresses in Ralph Waldo Emerson Complete Works, Delphi

Classics, 2013, location 44883.



right to hold another as property, to treat him as a thing, to
ignore his essential nature, Jjust so soon would the bonds of the
slave be broken asunder and the negro in these United States be
accorded the freedom which belongs to him by right.

In less than twenty years the nation was [at] arms, fighting
on bloody battlefields, sacrificing the comforts and ease of
peace, for the purpose of establishing that truth which had
already been revealed to them, the truth that one man cannot
hold the person of another as property in a land of freedom and
moral order.

During the coming week we shall pay a simple and formal, but
not the less sincere tribute to the memory of those men who gave
their life for the cause of human freedom, in a terrible war,
whose consummation marked the fulfillment of the prophecy of
Emerson. While we abhor the fact of war, and regret its
necessity at that time, yet we recognize the tremendous moral
strength and courage demanded by the times in which they lived,
and honor the men who saw the naked truth of a terrible duty,
and knew that,”

Though love repine and reason chafe
There comes a voice without reply;
“'Tis man’s perdition to be safe,
When for the truth he ought to die.”?

Fach successive generation is faced with some aspect or other
of the moral problem which was beneath the surface disturbances
of the civil war. The great moral issue of slavery has always
been whether or not one man has the right to secure his own ease
and comfort at the price of another man’s suffering and
degradation. In the civil war we were face to face with a
particular and concrete case in which the slave owners of the
country were making use of the colored man for the purpose of
gaining the advantages of ease and luxury which would be his as
the fruits of the slave labor. In order to enjoy these desirable
things the slave owner was willing to entirely disregard the
personal qualities of the slave, to ignore the relationships of
the family, to ignore the inherent right of personal
development, in short, to treat a human being as he would any

3 Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882), “Sacrifice,” a Quatrain in The
Poems of Ralph Waldo Emerson, Boston, Houghton, Mifflin Co.,
1867, p. 296.



other piece of personal property. Those men who fought for the
abolition of the slave saw the gross immorality of this
situation, and the efforts of their moral zeal at length changed
the conditions. In this is their honor, and in this is their
service to the nation.

Last Sunday I called to your attention the fact that today in
this nation there still exist conditions in which there is a
violation of the same moral law that was violated in the fact of
slavery, namely, the treatment of a human being as a thing. As
evidence of this situation I reminded you of the fact of child
labor, of the tendency among employers not only to disregard the
interests of their employees, but also to treat them in much the
same spirit as the slave owner treated his slave, that is to
disregard their interests as human beings. I also pointed out
the fact that there are men who are perfectly willing to make
money for their own comforts and the comforts of their families
from trafficking in the weaknesses and moral deficiencies of
men, directly, for example, in the saloon, and places of
immorality, and indirectly from rentals received from property
thus used. This state of affairs is a violation of the same
moral laws and the same Christian doctrine as was violated by
slavery.

I wish to present a little more clearly the significance of
this situation and its bearing upon the moral progress of the
nation. And remember above all things that the moral condition
and the moral progress of the nation is determined by. The moral
progress and the moral conditions of the individuals who make up
that nation.

In Edith Wharton novel, The Fruit of the Tree,? there is a
clear cut illustration of the way in which things work out, when
people are willing to treat human beings as things which must
contribute to their comfort and well-being. In a little country
town there is a mill. IN the town dwell the workmen and
overseers, through whose ingenuity and labor the mill is carried
on. The wages paid are small, the general condition of the town
is poor and not altogether satisfactory from a moral point of
view. In short, the community is just what most such communities
are and must of necessity be when the inhabitants are just

4 Edith Wharton (1862-1937), The Fruit of the Tree, New York:
Charles Scribner’s Sons,1907.



barely able to pay their current expenses and keep out of debt
if they have good luck. Now this property was owned by a woman
who knew nothing about the mill except the fact that it was her
source of income. In truth, she did not know very much about
anything over and above her insatiable thirst for pleasure and
excitement, and the ways and means of gratifying it. She did
nothing more than to go the rounds of social functions, the
theatre and dinners. She was not bad. She was just purposeless,
ignorant and selfish. When an attempt was made to interest her
in the property which she owned, and the people who lived in the
town, she could not rise to the occasion, simply because she did
not have it in her to do it. It matters not how well she graced
her social functions, how punctiliously she attended church, or
how liberally she contributed to foreign missions, or how
generously she supported some city charity, the fact is that her
life is a denial of the basic principle upon which society and
the moral order exists. Men are of more importance than money,
and if one is moral and does not treat persons as things, one
must recognize that the payment of good wages is of more
importance and has a prior claim to the payment of large
dividends. The condition pictured in that novel is a violation
of a fundamental moral law, and a primary doctrine of the
religious teaching of Jesus.

It is hardly necessary to say that the picture is also largely
true to the actual conditions of industrial life today. It
matters not whether the man who receives the profits is of
world-wide reputation, who gives his money for public
institutions by millions, or is simply the owner of a small
plant, the principle is just the same, or rather the lack of
principle is just the same. The man who has marked organizing
ability should receive good liberal compensation for his ability
and his work. The capital that is necessary for the
establishment and maintenance of a plant should also receive a
return for its part in the establishment, but, and this is the
important point, the interest of personality should take
precedence over accumulated wealth, because, for the purposes of
moral progress, wealth of good men with a fair opportunity is of
more importance than the accumulation of wealth of the nation.
The wealthy nation without good men is dead, but the poor nation
with good, sound able men has its future before it.

Out of this situation, which I have suggested above, in which
men are treated as things, arises the discontent of our times,



and in that discontent is suggested the moral problem which
awaits our solution, which calls the young men of the times tp
the service pf the nation.

But, as it appears, the present more or less rough and tumble
grab for dollars, either in the form of dividends, or in the
form of wages does not express the deeper meaning of the ever-
increasing protest against existing industrial and social
conditions. Beneath it all there is a more or less clearly
defined idea that under our present conditions the value of the
human personality is not being properly recognized. For example,
in one of our great industrial plants of the present times,
there is a remarkable tendency to obliterate the personality
from all considerations. Such a plant is run by a great
cumbersome mechanism of system and machinery. The appeal to the
development of the individual is reduced to its lowest terms.
The opportunity for natural and proper self-assertion hardly
exists, except for the man of uncommon strength and ability. The
man of ordinary capacity becomes a sort of a molecule in the
pact of the machine, while the man of rather superior ability
enjoys the privilege of such freedom of movement as will enable
him to move about for the purpose of oiling the machine or
tightening up a loose nut here and there. The function of human
life is to express itself in its broadest and best terms. Men
chafe under the grinding and personality-destroying process by
which they are made to become servants, not to say slaves, of a
system that is in itself entirely lacking in the characteristics
of personality. Men are individuals and their primal instinct is
to foster and develop their personality. The reign of a lawless
individualism, in which each man is for himself, and utterly
unmindful of the interests of all other men, has created the
conditions and developed the systems which now bind us hand and
foot. The protest against this situation, as voiced by hundreds
of organizations and almost countless books, rests finally upon
the fact that men realize, or at least are coming to realize
that the development of men of character and worth is of far
greater importance than the development of great industries,
great commerce and great wealth. When the present protest is
stripped of all its accidental and local colorings, it is found
to contain the same moral principle, and to be founded upon the
same moral laws as the protest against slavery. Human
personality by its very nature demands the opportunity of self-
expression, and when conditions deny that opportunity, then it
is so much the worse for the conditions. By the power of



personality have nations been developed, but when the developed
nation became a millstone about the neck of persons, those
persons simply threw it off. So also in the history of the
religious interests of men. As a result of the work of great
personalities, the Catholic Church was formed, but when men
awoke to the fact that it was no longer the opportunity for the
true and natural expression of their religious life, but had
rather become the suppressing medium of the natural religious
nature in man, then man broke through the system, and left to
its fate. The same things is now being done throughout all the
Christian churches. I repeat that beneath the great discontent
and unrest of our time is the demand for a larger and a freer
opportunity of expressing the inherent and latent possibilities
of the human personality. Below the surface froth of money
grabbing, of greed for dividends and salaries, of demand for
increase wages and better conditions of work is the deep
undercurrent of moral progress of individual men and of mankind
as a whole. Again we are rising to a point of self-assertion and
true to human nature we are proclaiming that men shall be
perfect even as their Father in Heaven is perfect, or to say the
same thing in our everyday language, “we shall be true to the
inherent possibilities of man’s nature. We are men, we shall
treat ourselves as men, we shall treat others as men, and we
shall demand that they treat us as men.”

Seventy-five years ago the people of this nation faced the
fact of slavery as the great and pressing moral problem of their
time. They saw the truth, heard the call, and that form of
treating men as things disappeared. I have tried to point out
that the nature of the moral problem which is immediately
pressing upon us today, and is calling us to the work of its
solution. As citizens of the community, as citizens of the
larger nation, we have before us this great problem of how to
free men from the products of their own handicraft, from the
evils of a top-heavy and over-wrought complexity of the times.
The body of this problem as it is presented to us bears the
appearance of an economic creature, and, true to the prevailing
customs, it is dressed in the clothing of commercialism, but the
moving power of the body, the directly influence of it all is
not economic, is not commercial, but is essentially moral. To
realize that this movement is fundamentally moral is the truth
that we must see, or indeed it is the truth that has already
been seen, and has found expression in some of the best



literature that has been produced in this country, and in
Europe.

It is a lamentable fact that men who are in the midst of this
movement, who have to act on concrete problems that it presents
to them, either in their relationships as citizens of the
community, or in their social or industrial capacity, are almost
entirely ignorant of the forces with which they are dealing.
Because of this gross and unnecessary ignorance, they make
decisions and execute acts that are not excusable, and often
lead to injurious and threatening situations. As men who are in
the service of the nation whose protection we enjoy, and whose
accumulated advantages gives us a large part of our
opportunities, it become a plain moral duty for men to avail
themselves of the knowledge which experience 1in the dealing
with these problems offers for our consideration. To know what
is going on, to know why it is happening, and to understand its
importance and its meaning, it the first duty. To realize the
pressing necessity of this firs duty one has only to make a few
experiments in the way of asking questions of such men as one
ordinarily comes in contact with. For the most part, one finds
only ignorance, or mere personal opinion defended by ill-
assorted facts gleaned from the daily paper. I say, we not only
need to understand, and ought to understand, but in truth we
must understand, either by our own efforts, or by sad experience
forced upon us by the events of the movement.

But still beyond that we must transform our knowledge into
conduct. But it is hardly necessary to say this, for the careful
study and the comprehension of the conditions will of itself
compel men to action. That is a profound sentence of Emerson’s,
“The intellect, with blessing eye, looking through history from
the beginning onward gazes on this blot, and it disappears.”
This always has been true to human nature, that when men see the
truth presented by a problem and understand its bearing upon the
development of the human personality, it will give itself
without reserve and with noble consecration to the task before
it. Indeed that is the satisfaction of life, which is the
happiness that absorbs both pain and pleasure, which in the
language of the Bible is called the peace that passes all
understanding, that 1lifts one from the grub necessities of
living in the passive voice and being entertained through life,
that high satisfaction that drives away pessimism and
despondency, and makes life glorious can only be experience as



one faces one of these problems and gives himself to its
solution. “The sentiment of Right, once very low and indistinct,
but evermore articulate, because it is the voice of the
universe, pronounces freedom.” But this sentiment of right is
low and indistinct only because we permit it to be so. True
indeed it is that it is the voice of the universe, but in the
affairs of men the will of the universe finds it expression only
through the mind and the will of man. And the voice of the
universe now awaits for man to proclaim its essential truth that
men shall be men, shall treat themselves like men, and shall
recognize the same rights in others, and demand the recognition
by others of those rights in themselves. History has already
proclaimed the fact that this is the will of the universe. We
are already working for the vindication of that proclamation.
That there are any circumstances under which men may be treated
as things is a false principle of life. That such actual
conditions exist is a blot upon our life today. The fact that we
know it to be a blot is already the warrantable assurance that
the blot will disappear. But it will disappear only through the
unceasing efforts of men.
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