Clark University
Clark Digital Commons

Historical Dissertations & Theses University Archives

6-1910

Worcester survey: Children's charities

John Leroy Hughes

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.clarku.edu/hist_disstheses

6‘ Part of the Education Commons, and the Social Welfare Commons


https://commons.clarku.edu/
https://commons.clarku.edu/hist_disstheses
https://commons.clarku.edu/universityarc
https://commons.clarku.edu/hist_disstheses?utm_source=commons.clarku.edu%2Fhist_disstheses%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=commons.clarku.edu%2Fhist_disstheses%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/401?utm_source=commons.clarku.edu%2Fhist_disstheses%2F53&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages




WVORCESTHZR SURVEY.

Children's Charities.

THESIS
IOPR

SUBMITTED FOR THE DEGREE OF MASTEX OF ARTS
BY

June 1910.



WORCESTHRR SURVEY.
Children's Charities.

John L.HuZhes.

This report does not cover all of the child=-hslping organi-
zations in the oity but those not mentioned here are desgribed
in the otheer departments of the survey. A correct understand-
ing of the psychological ideals of each institution,especially
those under Catholiae manadement, is nesessacy in order to Zdet
a fair appreciation of the work being done.

The Associated Charities* holds, theoretically at least,
the most cosmopclitan positvion amondst local charities. It was
ogganized in eightesn hundrsd-ninsty and incorporated in nine-
teen hundred three. They have an office on 35 Pesarl Street.
This organization deals primarily with the family as a unit so
that the aid to childrsn comes indirsctly.

The objects of the Assoclated Charities ars to promote
co-operation on the part of the various ocharitable agsncies of
Worcester in the relief of the needy(bs a clearing houss for
intercommunication and co-operation); repress fraud; detect
imposture; prevent begging and pauperism; give counsel and help
the poor to help themselves. Help is extended regardless of the
age,color,creed or nationality of the applicant,
complete records of all applicants are kept and this regleter
is open for inspeotion in order that imposture or graft may be
prevented.

They geek,also,to provids medical service and medicines
where needed,and to segure legal advice and protection for the
helpless. The office serves as an employment bursau for those
#ho are out of work. Communication with the ocity authorities
enables the association to intercede for many and thus prevent
them frow becoming sity charges., A home savings department is
an important brench which was started in eigdhteen hundred

ninety five and now has thirteen collectors,each collecting

from about twenty-five depositors.

1 Issues 0 Annual Report. Note appended copy of "A Business

Men's Proposition”,reprinted from Worcestar Wajazine,November 1303.
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In 190),08 twelve hundred new psople dealt #ith,five hun-
dred fifty one wers under fourteen years of age and one hbun-
dred thirty sevsn were bstween fourteen and twenty years of
age. The charity is flexible. In the recent years of business
depression the amount of expenditures was doubled. The expen-
ditares of 19097 were $5,676.52. Of this amount 37.3% went
for the purpose of fuel,droceries,sato.,while 44% went for
salaries,and office and convention expenses reguired the re-
mg inder., g

The Worcester Children's Priend Society,office in the Slater
BuildinZ,was incorporabted April 184). Its existencs was due
to the afforts of Mrs.Jonas Miles who "wished to minister to
t he needs of poor and unfortunate children.”

The system was changed in 1903 from its forwer institution-
21 Porm to one which can be summed up undser two heads:The Bu-
reau of Information and Counsel,and The Placing-out Depart-
ment.,

The Placing-out Bspartment takes the child fron ips own
guarters and places it, if possible,in the country.An effort is
made to re-establish the home., The Society keeps very complete
records.

The family record of the placsd-out ohild contains the names
of the child's immediate family,the mother's mwaiden name and
the father's full name,also the residence,date of bibth, “aiun
pirth-place,ralidion and striking charaocteristics of both.

Ot hsr ite%s racorded are the place and date of parents marriade
and Pormer marriages,physical condition,defects,education,

mental capacity,whsther truthful, honest, moral, temperate,addict-
ed to habits of gambling, industrious,slack,weak,of what tempera-
ment,attitude toward family and the history of vices and arrests.
Phe income and expenses of the family and relatives are noted.
Any defeots in the Ffamily which may taint the child as in-
epilepsy,fseble~-mindedness,social diseasep and tuber-

sanitby,
culosis are found out.

= o

' Jee appeniei blanks anil answers to guestionaire.
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The child's name,color,date of birth,baptism,present church
affilistions,when vaccinated and the diseases he or she has
had,are recorded. Other festures which are noted are the
ohild's character,physicel defeols,natural physical ccndition,
condition on application,school record and apparent mental
condition.

The administrative information shows when the application
ceme in,who received it,who made it out,by whom sent,the deci-
sion or sction,what agencies knew of the child,references
both direct and indirect and the terms sgreed upon.

The following is kncown of the home to which the child is
sent:- address,names of the Pamily,ocoupations,church affilia-
tions and date of pirth,standing of family in the community,
nétionality,oolor,intelligence,physical condition,oharacter
of neighbcrhood,church.school,and the place the child would
hold in the family ‘

The general gecretary has a list of investigated homes on

file where oh She alsc supervises the children

ildren are desirsd.

in their homes. In 19037,these vigite numbered 567. During 1908-93,
163 applicationg’pgpresentiﬂg 258 children,vwere recdeived. Of
thege,fifty-five
afgrred to other organizations.

lecs than they were under the institutional

were advised,fifty-fcur placed-ocut,and nine-

teen viere r
Expensss now are
Formerly it t ook $8000 to support forty a year,while

regime.
$12,000. Last year $13,480.88 was

now,137 can be cared for with
d in all by tkhe gociety.

expende
Unfavorable inetitutional characteristics are done eway with
what has been scgqguired? Are the children

by the new system bub

always placed in Families

parente 4id? Is 1t charity or a business projeot which furniehes
shty-six children placed-out in

the children's homes? Of eid
were free while sixty-seven were board-

who profese the creed that the child's

getober 1309,only four
gd out.
The Temporary

202 Southbridge Street,and until
ounded in 18839 and incor-

Home and Day Nursery Society,has guarters at
ecently a branch day nursery

on John gtreet. The Society was F

. Isguss an snnual Report.
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porated in 1832. The day nursery has bsen in existence
since 1887,

The object of the temporary home is to care for destitute
women and childaren until permanent guarters have been obtained.
Wour weeke is ths normal period in the home.

The objeet of the day nursery is to relieve mothers and
fathers,who are wage éarnevs,?rom the care of their children
during weking hours. The children who are cered for,ar2 both
black and white,of verious nationalities,and are from one and
one-half to twelve years of ade. The average daily attendance
at Southbridge Street is 17.4 and that at John Street was a
little lessc.

Laest year,seventy-two were asdmitted into the temporary home

nine of whom were women and the remaining sixty-threed were

children.

Ihe Soubhbridge Strest howe,soon to be vacated for new and
better quarters being built on Edwards Strest,is old and very
diffioult to be kept clean becaidse of its very poor environment.

It contains twelve beds and eight oribs. Batbing and toilet

facilitvisse arge very unsatisfactory. Phe kitchen and laundry,
though doing t he work,ars cramped.

The new home OO gdward Streel,now nearly completed,will

conteain many r

facilities,defioi

on adwits and rejects applicants. An investigation
n K

ooms for convelescent women with babies and other

ent in the Southbridge home,will be better.

The matr

is made regarding sach applicant to avoid imposture. A medical

inspection,bath gnd new clothing is given to each new m:mber.
A fee of two dollers per weexk is expscted from thoss in the

home when they are able to pay. The nursery chilfiren pay five
sentaa any for thels ainner. TBe TeRppreny Home and Day Nursery

jety have a permanent fund of $42,113, For the year ending

S0C

Dot ober 1909, $3, 792. 7% was expended. Wagdes and salaries took

thirty-eight per-cent of it.
A day nursery must be near its patrons in order to be prac-

tical.This means cramped,usually squalid conditiocns. The local

nurseries receiveohildren reeking with dirt each morning!
Continual vigilance is esgsentisl to ward off disesase.

- . O T

Node appended blanke.
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Would = temporary home, location unrestricted,be bettar? Would
it tend toward the destruction of desirables howmes? How many
patrons now coms from homes whose supporters are striving to
reach an independent status and to whom the nursery is a

" 3od send"? Is the nursery the stepping stone to the orphan
agsylum and placing-oat organdzation or is it the last fort
fprom mhich stand a return to the road of prodgress is permitted?
praotically it is both. Laws,yet to come,which will compel
worthless,parasitic parents to work for their children,and
striving people gst the compensation necessary bo indspendent
living,will lardely solve this problem,

The Sisters of Mercy Orphanade on High 3trset was founded
in 1876. Its object is to care for homeless and needy children,
shildrsn,preferably over three ysars of age,are taksn and cared
for until relatives cdaim them or,1if they have no kinsman,un-
til a home is provided for them. Indentures ars not usesd,

The children who have bsen placed in homes,sancioned by the
local pastor,ars supervissd by him. No material remuneration
opens up these homes. Serious contagious disease,which might
, sndanger the lives of those already in the orphanade,is the
only barrier to entrance.

The home can provide for 90 and a branoh at Leicester,
really a summer home,can shelter 70;but the present census,
78 on High street,and 66 in Leicester,really fills the quar-
ters to their best capacity. The orphanage would be enlarded
if funds were available. The children on High Street are in
a brick building. There is a wooden annex which is used pri-
marily by the 3isters., The home is heated by steam. The fire
protection is called adeguate by firse authorities. Two large
dormitoriss,one containing 40,the other,30 single beds,well
separated,have bsen providedi, There ars othsr small rooms
shich contain from t@wo to six beds each. The bathing facili-

consists of a largfe shower in whioh a dozen can get at

ties
a time,a coupls of single baths and sefferal wash-stands and
they are ased at least once a week. Individual toilet arti-

sles are provided as far as possible. An infirmary which is

rarely uged,contains thrse beds. There are eight tables in
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ths dining-room which allows eidhty to git down at a time,

The food is sufficient,varisd ani plain. The kitchen and
laundry are cramped but officisnt. Two school-rooms,ons a
kindergarten which will accommodate twenty-five,the othsr for
larger children which will seat sixty,have been provided. The
seats are both single and double. The school hours arse from
nins to twelve and Prom two to four. An hour's play out of
doors in a small play-dround,or withinh,in a play room whaa

the weather is bad,is taken every day. Owing to the fact

that the children are continually going and comind into the
institution and their former education has not been unifornm,
the classification and progress 1is difficult. The subjscts
taught are the same 28 in the public schools with the addition
of religious training. On visiting days the children go out
qith their friends or talk with them in a reception-room,

The Mothse Supsrior admits applicants. A letter from the
Applicant's pastor ia desirable.No written adrsement is drawn

up. If relatives or friends can afford it,$6.50 per month is

exXpsc
This fPand and ocoasgional gifts supply the money for main-

ted but less is denerally received and many ars destitute,

taining the home. Raliance on Divine Providence is the only

pepmangnt gasat. Thers ars twelve Sisters on the staff and

sohool and census records are kept.

St.Anne's orphanage on Granite Streset,under the auspices

of ths Gray Nuns was founded in 1891 and incorporated the

Pollowin3d yearl. It aims to give a home and religious instrucs-

tion to homelass childraen.

Mosat of the children are of French extraction but no rule
exists regardind nationality or color. The nominal entrance
hree years and if not taken when twelve or

age is two or U
fourteen,they are placed out and supervisged as at Saint
yercy Orphanage. Ihe institution can accommodate 240 and is
atilized bo its capacity. Enlargement would bs sought if funds
wers available, '

I’'he orphanade has the advantage of rural conditions,being
outside the ¢ity. The children have the run of woodland and

field in their play. The buildind is a large Boum=story wooden
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structurs,heated with steam,well lighted and protected from
fire by escapss and exbtinguishers.

There ares ten dormitories of various sizes. The two
lardest containing fifty an@ forty well separated(two and
ons-half Feet) single beds rasspectively. A Bister always
glesps in a compartment near the dormitory.

3ix single baths and ons larJde shower,almpst a swimming
pool,comprise the bathing facilities. The infirmary con-
tains six beds.(There has been no gickness this year and no
serious illness since the institution was founded). A physi-
cian,oculist,and dentist,call when needed.

The kitchen and laundry are well equippsd.There are four
dining-rocoms.QOne is for the smaller boys,another for the older
ones,and the same for the girls, Cereal,coffee and milk,bread
and butter are always st hand in the morning and soup,fish

or meat,potatoes,=stc,are served at noon and at supper an equally

aubstantial meal is served.
There are five gell-lighted school-rooms containing an av-

erage of tnirty-five double seats each,whers the children a8e

grouped as 1in the public sshools and are taught how to read

and write,bothb frsnoh and Bnglish,do mathematical problsus,

learn yistory,spelling,etc,and gain a knowledge of their creed,

Two or three larde play-rooms with gdames and pilanos,are

atilized when the weather outside is unfavorable.

The Sister Superior admits, discharges,advisas and places

out childrsn. On enterini,a child is washed,properly clcthed,

and given medical aid if it ig needed., Relatives pay $7.00

per month when they are able to do so. Besides ths sshool

work the ohildren may learn how to gew, 300K, play and sin3.

Thers are seventesn Bistars on the staff, School and census

pecords are kept. I'he orphanage has no perwmwanent fund,

Saint Joseph Industrial Sonool for Boys in Milloury which
iz under the auspioces of the St.Xavarlian Brothers,seeks to
cars for and educabte isstitute boys from about ten to six-
years of ade. ghildrsn oscasionally come indirectly

t=en
from the Juvenile court. Admittance and placing out ars the
same as in the orphanages,

Phe capacity of the ashool is sixty. The present ocensus
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is Pifty-thrze.The buildings are modern,founded only ten
years ago and the grounds are extensive. AZriculture is one
of the chief occupations ani mesans of support of the school.

The house has thrze shower baths. Others are soon to be
installed. All have individual toilet articles. A physician,
oculist and dentist give their services when needed.

Sehool instruction egual to & grammar courss 1is diven,
Religious instrcuction,printing and adriculture are taught
also. The school has one of the finest boy's bands to be
found. Recrsabtion time amounts to at least two and ons-
half hours per day.

fhsre are bhree brothsrs at the school. When able six
iollars = month is paid by relabives. Census records ars kept.
I’'ne school has no permanant funji

Tne Houe of the Good Shepherd on #iilbraham Road,3prini-
fField,to which worcester childres,redardless of creed,color,
or nationality,mazy jo,1is worthy of great attention,for their

work and field is radically different from most institutions,

and their accomplishments phenomenzl and praiseworthy.
Thz object,to state it briefly,is reformation for Zirls

who have strayed from the paths of righteousness,and protec-

tion =nd care for others whose former environment has ex-
posed them tO danger. The fundamental desire is"to retrieve
goule for Christ".

Application and placing-out methods are the same as in
catholic institutions. Children over thirtéen are

ot her
peceived. Children are not only rsceived but are solicited
fron the Juvenile ocourts., Hive dollars a month is a very

high and anusual =a2mount to receive from an inmate's peopls.

dver nine-tentphs are dependent, #ollowing are the statistics

for last year.

Number aided bedinning of year ———m—m-m——a--- 131
" reosived during year = —=——--- —————— 82
" left during ysar 00 6—=—--- e 91
" pemaining at end of ysar - ———--m---- SR D0
Potal number iuring year = = ——==-- DR
2Appendei is sopy of "Ths Home of the Good Shepherd”,issued 1837,

‘SeevNever Forgottea" by Caddwell.
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Of this number five are paying the nominal sum,six are
payingd a little and two hundred and two are contributing
nothind,

At present there are 120 in the home but 160 could be
accommodated and althoudh this number would tax the eguipment,
it would not be the limit of the house.

The home is four stories high,of brickwith buff trimmings,.
’he original house was 145 x 40 fset but a large new addition
has singce b2en built. The whole structure is hsated bj stean,
well lighted,and ventilated,has excellent sanitary arranjements
and is well protected from fire.  There is a larde play dround
aijoining the building.

Thers ars four large dormitories containing in all one
hundred thirty-five single beds,a separate infirmary on two
floors,FPfour shower baths and several single baths and numer-
ous wash-stands., A thousand dollars were recently expended
on bathing eguipment. All the inmates have individual toilet
articles.

The home has a fine dining-room,a well furnished kitchen
and excellent sewind rooms. The revenus derived from the
laundry and gewind goes far towards maintaining the institu-

There are geveral larde recreation rocoms. Children

tion,
#who have had 1little schooling,det instrustion equal to the
averade grammar gchool course. All who so desire,may learn

housshold duties and managemsent,

The entesring girl is diven a name to be known by and her
past,although known to the Sisters,need never be known %0 her

associates unless she hergself diecloses it. A bath,chande

of clothing and medical aid, if needed, is first given. A
pnyeioian,oculiat and dentist are always to be had. The younger
Jirls,whose pnvironment has besn unhealthful formerly,but who
have not fallen very far from the path of righteoushsss,

nsver come in contact with the older girls whose wisfortunes
have been more severe. A Sister is always in attsndanoe

with the girle.
It is only the revenue from their work in the sewing

rooms and laundry and oocasional donations that keeps the
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star over ths Zate of the "Good Shepherd",which has diverted
hunireds of despairing eyes from the midnight rciver.

Phe Industrial 3chool for Boyslat Shirley, Mass.,was opened
July 31,1907. It can accommodat2s one hundred boys. It is a
state school for delinguent boys. Any boyg,not lsss than
fFifteen nor more than eightesn years of age,who has been
zonvicted of any offense punishable by imprisonment,other
than imprisonmesnt for life,by any police,distrioct or munifipal
court or trial justice,may be sent hers.

’he object of the Industrial School for Boys at Shirley
is reformation and industrial training., There ares no restric-
t ions of besnsficiaries as to color. The boys reoeived ars
fFrom Fifteen to eighteen years of age and are discharged
ahen twenty-one unless graduated by meritorious conduct
before this age. One has already graduated in this manner.

Tne present census is one hundred and two. The managers expect
to inorease the capacity and also to do plasing-out work,

rhe Institution i3 one mile from 3hirley center. The site
ig excellant havingd an extent of 889 acres on which prac-
tically everything used is raised.  The cottage system is
used. There are two brick buildings sach two stories high.
They are old,remodeled buildings, heated by steam,wsll venti-

1ated,lighted by eleotricity and protected in good manner
from fire.

There are three
ngle beds respectively., There are six to ten shower

dormitories containing forty,forty and

twenty si
baths,two moe

all,infirmary
are well furnished. An exocellent kitohen,a small but

dern lavatories,individual toilet articles for

containing ten beds and thr:e dining-roous

which
modepn laundry,and a school-room furnished with thirty

single seats,have bzen provided.

An hour a day and one-=hzlf day on Saturday igs allowed for

recreation, A play-room and play dround have been provided

put have not any equipment. Each child has a locker for him-

solf. On visiting days,the c¢child receives in the living-

room of the cottade.

-_— s S S - —

1 3
See appendsd #irst Annual Report.
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Ths Superintendent has the power to dischargs employees.

The incoming children ars quarantined until after the
physician's examination, I'ns physical record shows the
iissases the boy has had,also operations,the health of his
parents,his own heigdht,weight,chest expansion,abiominal
measuresment,pulse, temperaturs,scars or deformities, muscular
deveIOpment,heart,lungs,abiominal conditions, mouth conditions,
eyes,ears wnd condition of genito-urinary organs. An investi-
sation is also made of the boy's mental condition,

The daily schedule is;-5.4%,rise; 6.30,breakfast; 7.00,work;
11,45, return from work; 12,00,dinnser; 1.00,work; 4,30,return
from work; 5.00,supper; 8.00,retire; Reoreation from 12.30
to 1.00; 4.30 to 6.00; 6.30.tp B.00 is allowed. There are Five
teachers. The method used is the one-hour thecry,ssven-hour
mork. The boys attend village church and the Catholic boys
havs catechiam,

Fhe boys all wear the sane kind of clothing but they have
no brass buttons. There are thirty on the pay-roll staff,

The books are kept as rsgussted by 3tats Auditor. The total
numbsr in ths institution since it started July 31,1309 is

sne hundresi tnirteen. Ten of these have been transferred,

one paroled and one hundred two are stild in ths insnitu;ion.
The Corporation of the Hospital Cottages for Children at
Baldwinville, Mass., cars Por"children under fourteen years

of age who are gsuffering from epileptic or epileptiform
seizures or other nervous disorders not feedble-mindedness.”
Children with deformities; dissases of the hip,knse and other
joints; spinal diseases, infantile paralysis,and other affsb-

tions where the disorder is likely to require a long residence

in a hospital; =and children needing operations or fitting
of supports are treated,

The Hospital Cottages for Children is =2 corporate insti-
tution under management of a board of trustses. No account
ig made of color,race Or orsed of beneficiaries, Ths cottages
scommoiate ninety boys and fifty dirls. The cottades are

can &a

about one ani one-half miles from the center of the village,

i
Sss twenty-seventh Annual Resport.

S
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and sre locatad on a hill. The sxtsent is about four hundred
acres which are used 28 = play dround and for farming,
The buildings are of brick,two and one-half stories high and
were construsted about twenty years ago. There are fifteen
hospital buildings proper =and fifteen others on the place
used for other purposes., They are steam hesated,plenum venti-
lation,lighted by electricity and well protected from fire.

There are eight dormitories and four of these contain
twelve beds; four contain six,while the other rooms contain
each two @ingle beds. There is about sixty square feet of
gpace for each bed., Seventeen tubs have bsen installed for
bathing and bathing is indulged in at least weeikly by all.,
fhe lavatories number thirty-six. Two congredate dining-
rooms and nine special ones are well furnished with good food
from 2 modern kitchen which occupies twelve hundred gquare
feet of floor 8spaCe.

The laundry, (1785 square feet)is Furnished with the usual
institutional washers,mangle,extractor,etec,
sohool-roons,two in number,built special for their

The

use, have aboutb twelve hundrad square feeot of floor space and

can seat forty and thirty respectively in sindle seats.

Supervieed pscreation can be indulged in freely out of

doors or in any of the seven play-rooms, %ach ochild has plenty

of space for his own possession, Rgeoception rooms,wards or
grounds ocan be used when friends are received.

Applicants are usually considered by one person who can

at least admit temporarily. Physical examination is mede at

least once & week., Boarding rat3s are on a sliding basis,

If child is supported Dby relatives an agresment for support
is made.

The sochool work Zoes up to about the sixth grade. The
hours are two in the morning and two in the afternoon ex-
scept Thursday and Saturday when instruction is given in the
morning only. Therse arse two teachers,one for the kindergarten
and one for the grades. A chapsl service is held Sunday
afPtarnoon and moral instruotion is ¢iven each night., This is
not compul8orye

The corporation issues an manual report. Health,death,achool

andi FPinancial records ares kept.
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The Kindergdarten for the Blind in Jamaica Plain,a branch
of the Parking In3titute for the Blinda ,south Boston,can be
used by vWorcester psople for the slementary education of
blind and purblind children. Children of five years of aZle
ape received and promoted on completion of fourth Zrade work
to the main school at South Boston. The capacity of the
kindergarten will give accommodations for sixty-four boys
and sixty-two dirls. The children are divided into four
households, kindergarten and primary,boys anf girlas.

fhe buildings consist of Ffour households,sach containiag
sahool-rooms,and a central building containing 2 hall,Jymna-
gsium,bolilesr-room and laundry. They are brick structures,
thres storiszs high and were built from ten to twenty-three

years 2g0. Phe nine acres of ground adjoining is used as =

plgy_grounﬂ. Good apparatus and a teacher-leadser are at

hand here, The buildings are steam hesated,well ventilated

andi protectsd from Pire by extinguishers. There are no

dormitories but small rooms each containing two beds,each

bed naving a floor space of sixty-seven and one~half sguare

Feet are furnished. 'he infirmary is a separabte building

naving a floor space of six hiandred twenty-five square feet,

and furnishad with four beds,. Nineteen tubg and one ghowsr
me kkes up the pathing facilities. There are twenty-six wash
bowle and twenty-sidht toilets distributed among the four
puildings.

4 dining-room (38x15) is to be found in each household,

also a kitchen (15%18) and a small laundry near each kitchen.

Thers is & larger,general laundry (40x18 ft.) in the central

building which is equipped with drying-roon,five set tubs,

sentrifugal extractor,as-hsated mangle,slectric-pomer,ectec.

There are twelvs school-rooms each 28%x15 ft. sach will
seat about twelve to a class-rcom. The seat3 arse 3ingle.

qeoreation is gupervised. Two hours every afternoon is

allowed for free ooccupation, There is a play-room in each

house. Thers is a gymnasium 80x37 ft. where the usual work

for yound aohildren unider a dirsctor is conducted. A plank

swing, two trolley coastsrs,three merry-3o-rounds,running

trask and gang-ways for coasting are found on the playground,

Bach child has ample spade Por his or her own possessions.



- s P

Applications for admission are acted on by ths dirsctor
of the institution and Dby the state officials., The super-
intendent cen admit permansatly or temporarily and has full
authority over employses. The redular rate of $506.00 per
ahild per year has been established for board and tuition.
The applicant's parsnts answer gquestions regarding the name,
birth,nature of blindness,deneral health,character,any features
that might have besn inherited from the parents of the child,
The sbility of parents to finance the ohild is investigatesd
and in case of jpnability and ohild should go to this institu-
tion,appeal is mede for admission throuih ths Governor.

parents wishss are followed implicitly in regard to moral
and religious training. Phe staff of metrons and teachers
numbers twenty-four. The number of children in this institu-
tion in October,1908,was one hundred anil ninetesn. Twenty
were received juring the year and seventeen were disahargéd.
two died,thirteen werse promotsd to South Boston and one hun-
ired anil twenty-two remained(Junse,1309). Full records of all
xept by four matrons and a olerk.

kinds are
The services of the following institutions and societies
are also avallable to childiren of Yessachusetts:-
yassachusstts Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children.
Charity for aiding Destitute Mothers ahd Infants.
Massachusebtls Infant Asylum.

New England Home for Little Wanderers.

whitefield Homse Pfor Indigent Children.

Parental Home Association, .

2ity Orphan Asylum,

Kurn Hattin Homes Association.

WMartin Duther Orphan Home.

Jerman Jatholic Orphan Asylum.

qwynn Temporary Home for Children.

Shaw Asylum for Mariners' Childiren.

House of the Angel Geurdian(Boys).
piversidge Institution of Industry(Boys).
st.vincent's Orphan Asylum(Girls).

porchestar Industrial School for Girls.
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State Minor wWards.
dnurch Home Ffor Orphan and Destitute Children,
Brightside Orphanage(Boys)..
Ingleside Orphanage(Girls).
Dependents on account of sickness:-
ohildren's Hospital,Boston.

ohildren's Island Sanitarium.

Pne clubs of the city are importent branches of charity
work and do much to uplift conditions.

All the Catholic churoheslhave various sodalities and or-
zanizations which reach members of all ages. Every child
belongs to some group. All these associations have a relidious
foundation. The young "Children of Mary" learn how to bs
good children under the guidance of the Ideal Mother.

AfPter Confirmation which has made them "strong and per-
fool Christians and soldiers of Jesus Christ",the older girls,
enrolled in the Sodality of Mary,followm the example and ask
the protection of the Virdin Queen,thus learning how to avoid
the tsmptations besetting ths girl of the teens. The boys

Af this age are grouped in suoch orgdnizations as the Ceadetls

of the Sacred Hdeart whers they show their soldierly gqualities

by temperanoep959°

The older members of ths congregations have their societies.

The St.Vincent de Paul particularly merits attention. This

society exists in most churches and the various orders are
united under one joint conference.
rhe sooisty was organized in Worcester in 1893. The objects

of ths society are the practice of a Christian life;to visit

the poor at their dwellings,and to carry rhwm succor in kind;

to promots ths gelementary and religious instruction of poor

shildren; to distribute moral ani religious books,and to
undertaks othsr charitabls work to whioch their resources are
adagquato. qelief 1in groceries and fuel,zlothing and shoes,

pent =ni poard(always pald to the landlord),taition,burials,

and cash is given to all classss after investigation.

Pne visitors ars all men andi volunteers,

i

#or Church work of other sects,sse other reports,
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The "Worcester Boys Club"lwhion was ordanized in 188J
ani ingcorporated in 1833,1is ths most afficient non-ssctarian
or3anization for child-bsttesrment in the city. The club
started in a small way in rented rooms, under the leadership
of Mr.Stephsn Streeter. I'hsy now have a re-constructed
buildiing on Portland Strest but thess guerters are not nearly
large enough,for the membership is now 837 and the averags
attandance betwsen two hundred and three hundred., The agiredate
attendance last year was 47,605,

All normal activities and desires of youth are attended
to here. There is medical attention diven each new member
and any defects discovered . are remedied. The club has an
squippsd gymnasium and classss under a director are conducted.
The total attendanoe in these olasses last ysar was 6,753.
1,248 baskat-ball games wers played., A shower bath where
several can bathe at once furnishsd 11,379 baths last year,

There ars printing,carpsntry,and mecshanical Arawing
slasses,all of which do fins work but the eguipment is so
amall that about twenty boys,only,can get into each of thsse
PTher= are musical and dramatic clubs and a class

classes.

in nistory. A reading-room has bsea fitted up and a branch

library is conducted. A savings bank department received
1,916 desposits last year.

There are two departments,the senior and junior. The former
have thsir own readind-room,athletio contests,sto. They nuum-
-five and are all over fifteen years of agde. They

ber forty

have the advantage of the ¢lub later than the younger boys.

Ihe olub hours are 6.30 to 10 P.M. and from 2.00 ¢0'10 P.u.
on SaturdaysS.

Superintendent Armstrong,who is juvenile probation
of Picer of Worocester,hnas found that those boys having advan-
.tggs of this club do not get back into court,.

A summer camp,especially for those whom the physical
examination has shown defeotive,is conducted. The spring
aotivities ard out -of =doors and are cowmprised mostly of
base-ball 2ames.

Contriputions and ogcasional donations maintain the glub

Issues an Annual Report,
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The fees from the msmbers amounted to but $333.55 last year.
The total expsnditurss last ysar were but $3638.42 and
galaries took 2 large percentags of this amount., Five hun-
dred dollars 2 y=sar per boy is the estimated cost. The fees
amount to twenty-five cents a year for ths smaller boys and
onz dollar FPor the older ones.

The Worcestesr Public Library has a children's department
devotai to those under Ffifteen years of ags. This departmsnt
has & collsotion of but 8,832 volumes and last year a ¢circu-
lation of 117,748 was reachsd.

The Worcester Story-tellers' Club,ordanized in March 1909,
meets on the first Thursday of each month of ths school year,
in the Lecture Hall of the Public Library and discusses the
thesory of story-telling and gains practice in oral narration,
The membership consists of about fifty ladies including many
public school teachers ani kindergartensras.

The Tuesday Afternoen Club of about twenty-five girls,
PFrom six to twslve yesars of ade,msets and listens to stories
chiefly selscted from classical mytholody. The Saturday Morn-
ing story hour je conducted weekly. Fairy stories and others

told to younger people.
Phe Public Education Association of Worcester was ordanized

w

ar

pebpruary 7,1905. It aims to secure and maintain the highest

educational standards in the oity of Worcester. Anyone sympa-
thizing with the aims of the Association,upon payment of
an annual Fee of on3 dollar,is elidible to membarship,

’he Public Education Agsogoiation stands for the citizens'

sotive interest in Public Hducation; industrial education
for boys and girls; individual 3uidance in choics of a voca=-
tion; a department of Bohool Hygeins as part of the school
gystem ,with compatent director; sanitary school-houses;

physical training for High School pupils; education in morals

Note enclosed Hand-book of Information,issued by the library,
Appendied is Phe Story Tellsra' Club program for 1305-10,

Apponded is the Pourth Annual Report of the Public Educa-

tion Aasooiation of Worcester.
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and manners; definite training for citizenship; a business

administration of thes school system; the city,not the ward,
as the unit; co-operation of home end school and efficiency
svepywhere,

The Public Education Association has initiated or assisted
in the following movements;-the Worcestar School of Trades;
extendel use of school housss for &4ll the people; medical
school inépaotion; sanitary drinking fountains; comparative
study of school system; study of the theatre-doing hebits
of children and adaptation of the theatre to the child's
begt welfare;women truant officers as home and school visitors
and conferences on moral educationi

The Worcester Sociel Sepytlement work in the "Island Dis-
trict"(between Providence and Beacon Streets),reaches about
one thousand children of various nationalitiss and creeds
amongdst the most destitute of the city's inhabitants,
Rev.H. 8. Floody and wife of 43 Endicott Street conduct the
work., Ths 3Iettlement quarters are at 13 Millbury Street.

During the past wintsr classes in sewingd,physical culture,
phctogpaphy,agtronomy,carving,embroidery,cooking,printing,
and care of plants were conducted. There are two fife and drum
corps. The Band of dercy has eight hundrsd enrolled., Thsre
is a» Savings Bank department and a reading~rodm Open every

qight. 2
The summer work is centered in the "Jarden City",a former
dumping ground of several ascres,which has been convertsd
into gardems 10x20 fset which are planted and owned by the
children. The work ig financed by contributions. The chil-
dren are organized,having a mayor and all other officers
of a city, A financial statement was not given,

The City Missionary Society is maintaining a non-ssctarian

Christian Settlement in the Endiocott House(formerly Immanuel

1 Note appended leaflet,The Worcester Social Settlement,
Note appended The Worcester Garden City Plan.

Appended is the weskly gohedule for 1310,the treasurer’'s

report for 1303,2t0c.
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church). The Settlement workers are in friendly and sympa-
thetic touch with one hundred and eighty-five families,of

a dozen nationalities. Two hundred girls are enrolled in
various elasses and clubs,thus being helpsd to becoms
well-trained home-makars. There are one hundred boys in gymna-
sium classes and wholesome play doing good work in character
building.

A permeanent brach of the Day Nursery will be opened here
about June 1st. The building,equipped with a larde shower
bath,is to be used as =a field house in connecticn with the
Vaecation Schools and the Crompton Perk playground during
t he summer, The Summer School in Good Housekeeping,conducted
for the past two years,will be continued next season.

The Treasurer's report for 1909 shows the total receipts
to have besn $15,020.34, About 20% was expended for salaries.

The Horcester Young Men's Christian AssociatiOniwas found~
e4 in 1864 and incorporeted in 1868. They have fine gquarters
on 10 Elm Street. The object of the Association"is to provide
a home-like resort with wholesome influences for men,re-
gardless of religious belief or nationality".

The number of boys reached by the Association and its
outlying brancheg et Lake View and Greendale,is about 650,

Those reached mey be divided into three groups,the Higdh
Sohool group,the Junior group and the employed Sroup. About
one hundred and ten are reached in the four school groups.
They pepresent thirteen religious denominations and six
nationalities. The employed group of about seventy-nine
represents ten nationalities and eleven sects,while the
Juniopg,numbering one hiundred and forty-nine,come from
sixteen sects and are of ten different nationalities. Bacl
group has two meetings per month., There are occasional talks.

Apout once a month,a ccllege man lecturee on collede topiocs

Appended ig booklet explaining the mctivities and facilities.

Note appended application blank,.
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tc the High Schoel group.

A fine gymnesium,a reading-roowm,and good bathing facilities
are at hand. Mepuvael trainring is taught. The house is open
after school hours until 10 P, M. Fhe younger children do not
stay after seven or eight P.M, There are six gymnasiun
classes per wssk. Physicai examinations and prescribed
corrective ¢gymnasium work is e specialty. About three hundred
new boys are exemnined every fall. Bible classes are a feature,
Theatricals are sntered into to some extent. A Savings Bank
dgpartment is plgnnej for the near future. A well furnished
surmer camp is maintained at Lake Quinsigamond.

The Young ftiomen's Christizn Association,at 10 Chathem
street,was incorporated in 1885. The objeetof the Association
igs to promote the temporal,moral and religious welfare of
women,especially of young wowmen dependent upon their own
exertions for suppert.

Ihe membership of the Junior department has been almost
doubled this year by the additicn of the children at Endicott
House,making in all,one hundred and eleven.

Phere have been classes in plain sewing,shirt-weist making,
raffis work,gymnastics and cooking.

The Sun-ghine Club has twenty-eight mewbers between eight
and twelve years of age. They meet Seturday afternoons for
play hour,followed by a business meeting.

'ne K.T.P.Club of ten members,fourteen years of age and

a

over,meets twice a month for nature study,shirt-waist making

and social times.
The "#illing Helpers Club" consists of girls from eleven

to Pourteen years of age,

fhe Travelers'Aid worker is at the Union Staticn every
day,t0 render assistance to travelers,especially to young
women and children traveling alone.

The hospitals of ths city play an important rgle among

the gnild-helping agencies of the city.

—— e o e e

Note appended physical examination card.
Note appended Bible study enrollment card,
3 Note sppsnded copies of"Asscciation Record"for April, 1910

and annusl year book of Association for 1309.



e, [

The tercester City Hospital on Jacgues Avenue was estab-
lished in 18%1. It is a deneral hospital for the medical
and surgical care of the sick and injured of forcester,
preference being given to those dependent on the city for
support;but when room can be given,peying patients are ad-
pitted. Phe ward rate is ten dollars a week; roon rate,
fifteen dollars a week and upwards. The Hospital can accommo-
date over one hundred and sixty patients. The beby ward
socommodates from fifteen to twenty comfortably and guarters
ars provided for about fiftsen children who are too young
For the adult wards,but who are not babies. GSuperintendent
Drew hopes soon tc have a ward built especielly for children.
The 1908 report shows 1,378 patients under twenty years of
age to have been trezted that year.

There is an out-patient department whioh wase opened Narch 17,

1890, but no record of the number of children treated is kept
in thie departwent. Theatment is free to all who cannot afford
to pay the costs.

St.Vincent's Hospital on Vernon Street,was incorporated
ig open to all classes and creeds. No contagious

in 1898, It
diseases are gsdmitted. One ward which will accommodate ten,
is used exclusively for chilB@ren. When more children are
under treatment they are pleced in the reguler wards. The
minimum charge is one dollar per day in the ward. Records
are nct kept as to the number of children treated per year,
Iscletion Hospitel,on Belmont Streot,is under the gsnerel
control of the city Board of Health. The Hospital was opened
in 1896 and its object is to care for those affected with
diphtheriz and scarlet fever., The original capacity accommo-
dated forty patients but a new diphtheria ward has since been
puilt.

The 1908 report states that 614 patients were edmitted.
The deaths for the year numrhbered fifty-eight. The approximate
ages of patients is given., The resident physician in this

Pepoft(igoe)mentions that the lsundry is inadeguate and that

-

Issues ah Annual Report.

Report found in Report of City Board of Health.
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a larder scarlet fever ward is necessary.

No one has ever been compelled to go to this hospital
and this policy has done much to crush out the pest-house
idsa.

The minimum charge for those able to pay is ten dollars
per week,

Hope of extension so0 a2s to cops with measels end other
minor infections is gntertaineﬂ.

Yemoriel Hospital on Belmont Street,whioh was incorporated
in 1871 and opened in 1888,is & privately endowed hospital
under the management of a board of twelve trustees. Any
woman or child of whatever age,creed or nationality,is
eligible for treatment if not suffering from contagious or
agcute venereal disease., Residence in Worcester is not necessary
though preference would be given to the Worcester resident
should two apply,one being outsids the city,when byt one could
be taken,

There are now one hundred and fifty beds in the hospital.
Until lest summer the number was but sixty,sc they are not
yet running full in all departments. Formerly,the hospital
wes always overcrowded. It runs now about one hundred and
ten patients. 789 children were treated in 1909. The new
children's ward is a fine one. There are good fecilities for
keeping the children out-of -doors.

A small,separate building for contagious cases and
suspects is nesded,also a Nurses' Home and a new building
for the Free Dispensary. They hope to have a paid social
WOor ker s800nNe.

Washburn Free Dispensary which is under the same manage-
ment as Memorial Hospital,serves any man,woman or chili who
is unabls to pay for the services of a physician,

The Dispensary wWork is in very cramped quarters and funds
are not at hand for the nseded new buildings. It is doing
all it could be expected to do in its present gquarters.

10,500 visits were made in all departments last year.

B T T —

1 s
Issues an Annual Report.
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F'he lorcester County Charitable Eye end Eer Infirmary,
at 1 Salem Square,is under the direction of the attending
physician and is supported by the voluntary contributions
of the friends and patients of ths institution. It is open
every Wednesday and Saturday mornings from 8.3C to 9,30
During the year enling July 31,1909,two hundred and twenty-
nine patisnts were treated. Abcut one hundred and twenty-five
of these were childaren. The Infirmary is not well known,
hence not used to its capacity.

The chief disadvantage reported is swall number of work-
ing instruments and scanty funds,

The #Worocester Charitable Eye,Eer,Nose and Throat Infirmary
at 8 Portland 3Street,was organized in 1302 by a number of
physicians and others interested in the centralizing of this
At this time there wae not & hospital refracting eyes ;

work,
causes were referred to the offices of the physicians

but these
who heppened to be on specisl duty at such hospital.

The larger part of the work is with children. During the
past year(lgoy),three hundred and seventy-four new cases
were ssen., Kight hundred and eighty individuals were treated,
The total numbsr of visits by patients to the infirmary
wag 2,992. About two-thirds per-gent were children,

worcester 1is doing w21l for her children., The gdenersgl
public should be better acquainted with conditionrs and what
ig bsing done to improve them. We need charity(intensive
religious qork)more then philanthropy. Too much pseudo-
philosophizing'and impracticable,expensive,s0-called scienti-
fic means are employed instead of common~sense by our workers
many of whom are "but plausible,philanthropic and grandly
disinterested individuals whe are preying on the charitable
public™.

There oudht to be more intensive,indirect supervision
of placed-ocut children. I guestion the benefit derived
mentally and materielly from that New finglend feature of
many of our organizations,upon which so much stress is laid,
the Savings Bank Department. The Hospitals,Orphanages and
Boys Club,nsed and wmerit our consideratdon and help. Our

police gshould c¢ontend more effectively with drunkennese and
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licentiousness. Qur divoros laws should be revised. We
need more effective civil laws to cope with worthless

husbands and mothers. " There ocught to be a lew"said
Archbishop Glennon of St.Louis,recently,"compelling those
men to work for their homese and children first,and if they
would not do so,then they should bs compelled to work for
the State,which in turn would make the usufruct of their

labors in some way support their children®,.
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