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Government of Sivas

Recording Office

No. 33 Copy

Decipher: Honorable President, Special Court Martial, War Office
Your Excellency:

Acting upon orders contained in two telegrams dispatched by
Mazhar Bey, President of the Inquiry Commission, dated December 22
and 24, 1918, to initiate an investigatioAEO ascertain the circum-
stances under which Msgr. Sahak Odabashian, Primate of Erzinjan was

: ne ! : :
assassinated on way to his post; the Police Department of Sivas
conducted an inquiry. I herewith include @W® minutes of this inquiry

concerning the murder and certified copies of 16 telegrams exchanged

between the Vali of Sivas, the Mutesarif of Karahisar, the Kaymakam

——

of Su-Shehir and the Mutesarif of Erzinjan.
’?»0:;0’*7" to

Itgfesésiwith>your Excellency to send AL R 1nSTRucT ons.

January 12,1919,

(Seal: Vali of Sivas

After registration, with the approval of the President, deliver

to the Judge of Instruction of the Court.
1

January 13,1919,

1
St. James Archives, Jerusalem, No. WfGOS.
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Sifre 47 No. 47.

Sivas Vilayetine Decipher: Vali of Sivas:

Ermenilerin ilizerinde tahri- e hiave loswned Shak Babak Ofa~

ka¥-1 siyasiyede bulunmasi kavi- bashian, native of Sivas, Armenian

yen memul olan ve Otedenberi Primate of Bf*é?a, ko had beon

" e s
hal-u-harekasl dai-1 igbihak held under suspicion for a long time

goriilen Bursa Ermeni Murahhasasi and who may incite political agita=

Sahak Odabagyan Patrikhanesinin tion among the Armenians, left BFPﬁt

enriyle vilayat-1 garkiyeye git- sa, by order of the Patriarch, on

mek lizere 20 Tegrinisanide Erzin- November 20 (1914), in the direction

ana miit ih u an infikak .
cans Sysceiian Punsac Ak of the eastern provinces, en route

ettigi anlasildigandan, merkumun 4, pryinjan, Upon his arrival, keep

oraya viirudunda hareketinin taht-1 .. sotivities and movements under

tarassutta bulundurularak minasip constant surveillance. Have him re-

bir vesiyle Bursaya iadesi. Surned &0 B??ﬁ?a in a fitbing manner.ly

8 Kanunuevvel 330, December 8, 1914, é

e The Minister of Interior:

Talat. 2

Talaat.

1. The statement "EEYE_QEE_EEEBEEEQ_E9-@22&52-22-2-?132EES-QEEEEE"

is merely an innocuous statement to hide the true meaning,which was tan-
tamount to steting "kill him". This and the subsequent telegrams were
claimed by the Court M tial as evidence for the prosecution. Certified
copies of sixteen tele ramsa§§§£§§§?documents conceﬁ}ng the assassination
of Primete Sahak OdabQshian were delivered to the Court Martial..

'L /‘ ) .
2, St. James Archives, Jerusalem, No. o’ 505 Inguery Commission
jhave Liwm lieledy y



- —

| e
i

Copy of ¥¥%e decoded telegram sent by

the Minister of Inter% B ==—==op

No. 47, dated December 8,1918.
Decipher: Vali of Sivas

have éy ' .
We/learned”’that Sahak Odabashian, ® native of Sivas, Armenian

Primate of BfSQpa, who has been held under suspicion for a long time
and who may incite political agitation among the Armenians, left B{;asa,
by order of the Patriarch? on November 20 (1914), in the direction

of the eastern provinces, enroute to Erzinjan. Upon his arrivel,

keep his activitics and movements under constant surveillance. st

1
vc ”’m
Ha /Rgturn/"g to B@a in a fitting manner.

o

2
December 8,1914. Talaat, Minister

1 “ Sk Furn palovnad)Buss a

The statement "Feesmepgagm|!to Brouse in a fitting manner" is

merely an innocuous statement to hide the true meaning which was
ﬂaV‘— kl‘”?‘t_'/
tantamount to stating "kil} him" This and the . telegrams

were claimed by the Court Martial as evidence for the prosecution.
Certified copies of sixteen telegrams and other documents concerning
the assassination of Primate Sahak Odabashian were delivered to the
Court Martial.

2
e
St. James Archives, Jerusalem, No. W. 505
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Copy of 2= decoded telegram sent by

oR
the Minister of Interéa&'ﬁéézzmr
No. 47, dated December 8,1918.

Decipher: Vali of sivas
have

\ o
We/learne§)that Sahak Odabashian, & native of Sivas, Armenian
Primate of Bfga§a, who has been held under suspicion for a long time
and who may incite political agitation among the Armenians, left Bfousa,

1) ~
by oxrder Qf the Patriarch, on November 20 (1914), in the direction

of the eastern provinces, enroute to Erzinjan. Upon his arrival,

keep his activitics and movements under constant surveillance.z=
1
weptm
Ha turnyééa to Bfg;%a in a fitting manner.
2

December 8,1914:; Talaat, Minister

1 “Q//MZ Hemn W}B%u a

The statement "Rebmzg=bim!to Brouse in a fitting manner" is

merely an innocuous statement to hide the true meaning which was
fave ki'tRe L , n :
tantamount to stating "kil} him" ///fﬂis and the 's==2o% telegrams

were claimed by the Court Martial as evidence for the prosecution.
Certified copies of sixteen telegrams and other documents concerning
the assassination of Primate Sahak Odabashian were delivered to the
Court Martial.

2 .
)
St. James Archives, Jerusalem, No. W. 505
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CODED TELEGRAN Ne, 47

(1)

Teo the Prefect of Sivas, Meuammer

I an informed that the Armenmiam Bishop of Broussa, Sahag Odabashian,
a mative of Sivas, who is strongly suspected of carryimg out pelitieal
agitation among the Armeniams and whose attitude amd behaviours have for
long seemed suspicious, has, upom the orders of the Patriarchate left
Broussa fer Erzimdjan om November 20, I ask you to keep him umder sur-
veillanee upom his arrival and te send him baek te Broussa as soon as
You have an occasion te de so,

Talaat,

Dee. 8, 1914, Minister of Imterier.

(1) All these telegrams, mumbering 16, have but the same aim of dis-
simulating as assassination ordered by Talaat, Minister of Imterior amd
executed by a gang organized by Mouammer Bey, Prefect of Sivas,

Mgr, Enmel Kalemkeriam, the new bishop, and arch-priest Sahag Odaba-
shian had just arrived at Sivas, in the month of November, 1914, Mgr,
Knel paid a visit to Mouammer Bey, Prefect of Sivas, Father Sahag went
direotly to his parents' house and neglected the official visit, Nome-
theless, Mouammer wished to have Father Sahag accompanied by a gendarme
during his trip.

The youmg priest refused te comply and left for Zara, om horseback,
He sent a telegram to Mgr, Vaghinag Teriguian, Viecar of Karahissar whe
came to meet him at Emderes, on the road to Erzindjam. Father Sahag
femitted to him the sums which Armenians of the capital had entrusted te
him to assist their parents who has remainmed in the provinces, Father
Sakhag was doubtless audacious and not sufficieantly prudemt, The Prefect



of Broussa had described him, in his report to Talaat, as 'a great

revolutionary*,
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Foreward

More than sixty years elapséd. Since not.a case
_study about the Armenoc1de ‘has been publlshed in wes-
tern languages. The unique case study is a llttle vo-
lume published in Vienna, Austria in 1921 aftexr the

death of the prominent scholar Rev. Hagopos Dashian:

Hye Azki Darakrootiunu Kermanagén Vaverakreru hamemad,
The Deportation of the Armehiah People‘according td
German documents, part I.‘ f ”

Historians, scholars and crltlcs have not yet rea~
- ched a final unanimous conc1u51on concerning the mas-
sacre of the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire.

What is the real reason for this deficiency?.

Unfortunately, and itfis bizarre and almdstruﬁbe—
1ievéb1e, but historians, scholars and critics had no
access to primary source evidence for two specific rea+
sons: First, because Turkishvauthorities did th and do
' not make archival materials available to them, and se-
condly, because there are very few scholars in the entire
world who can read “urkish Osmanli and among them very
few who would. dedicate themsélves, their time, énd‘money
to such a dlfflcult and compllcated matter.

All primary source materials regardlng the Armeno—
cide are written in Turkish Osmanli, in Arabic chacf
ters.

Over half a @entury ago, the system for writing '



2_
the Turkish Osmanli language was changed. The Arabic
characters were replaced by Latin characters. Even
terminology of both languages Turkish Osmanli and
Modern Turkish are no more the same. The significance
of most terms'ﬁsed in Turkish Osmanli does no more
correspond with the terms used in modern Turkish lan-
guage : many terms in Turkish Osmanli are changed and
replaced by new ones.

The present book includes primary source quotations
from the Turkish Court Martial transcripts and files

published in the Turkish official organ Takvim-1 Vakay-i

inan-l Harb-i Orfi Muhakemat-1 zabit Ceridesi, along

with Turkish official documents, testimonies and reports
collected and used by both the Inquiry Commission and
the Turkish Court Martial that tried the cases relating
to the Armenian massacres and then deliveged verdicts.

A selection of genuine and authentigrg%u ce docu~-
ments which are a#ailable but are not in the files and
transcripts of the Turkish Court Martial, nor published
in the official organ of the government, will be used
for the documentation of the present volume.

The comparative objectivity of those scholars who
‘do study the primary sources as they are made available
will, of course, produce varioﬁs-interpretations which
may be objective or subjective.

 There haﬁe been, and will continue to be, those who

are completely'pro-Turk, or pro-Armenian, and will read



I

5
documents in the light of their preconceived ideologies.
The relative attitude of the iﬁdividual toward violence
will also result in variant conclusions.

However, the primary sources themselves, and the
fadt that the official Turkish Court Martial indicted
and convicted individuals involved in the perpetration
of the massacres of the Armenians, provide the most irre-

futable and»objective evidence.

Krieger



Forevward

liore than sixty years elapseds hlutorlans, scholars

- and critics have not{%eached a final conclusion concernlng

the: massacre of the Armenians in the Ottoman Empire,
What is the real reason for this deficiency?

Unfortunately, and it is biéarré and almost unbelie-
vable, but historians, scholars an§ critics had_no aécess
to primary source cvidence for two specific‘reasons. First,
because Turkish authorities did not make archival materials
available to them, and sccondly, because there are very few\
scholars in the entire world vho cen read Turkish Osmanli

and anmong then very few who would dedicate themselves, their

- time, and money to such a difficult and complicated study.

All primary source materials regarding the massacre
of the Armenians are writbten in Turkish Osmanli, in Arabic
characters. B

Over half avcentury_agb, the systém for writting the
Turkish ianguage was changed, The Arabic characters were
replaced by Tatin characters. \ |

The present book includes primary source qudtations
from the Turkish Extraordinary Court Martial transcripts
and files, published in the Turkish official organ, Tak-

vim-1 Vakayi, along with Turkish official documents, tes-—

timonies and reports collected and used by both the Inquiry
Conmisgion and the Turkish Extraordinary Court Martial
that tried the cases relating to the Armenian massacre

end then delivered verdicts,
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The comparative object1v1ty of those scholars who

do Btudy the primary sources as they are made available

'Wlll, of course, produce varicusé?nbgactlxg)interpretations.

There have been, and will continue ﬁo be, those who are
conpletely pro»Turk, or pro-Armunldn, ‘and willzread docu—
ments in the light of their preconceived idq;ologies. The
relative attitude of the individual toward violence will
also result in variant conclusions, However the priﬁary
sources themselves, and the fact that the official Turkish
Court Martial indictea and convicted indiﬁiduals involvéd
in the perpetration of the mas sacres of the Armcnlans, pro~

vide the nost 1rrefutable, and obdectlve evidences

Kriegers
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Efcnd1ye~ff’“fj\ff

5Numara01 be@, Na21m Beye alddir-w

Oradan sevkedllen Ermen11er~;?
 tasf1ye olunuyorm;? Nefl ve tegrlp'

'oldugunu Blldirlnlz. Esha51 muzmre:

1mha edlilyorm;? Yoksa yalfnlzca

.‘L‘"‘-

sevL ve 1zam m1 olunuyor? Vazlhenkw

_bj.ld‘1 rlﬁiu, ko.rdesn.m, .

;EQﬁﬁw Erzyrumda

Teskllat-l Mahsusa

’£D1rector of 1nformatlon- Mehmed Eakhri,

.-]__Af*n_z‘ _Vallsl Sabl‘b Bey ' |

No 5, to be dellvered to Na21m Bey.wq

Engllsh Translatloﬁf
e P TI WAL, 6

k"!ﬂ-
o

Piéée of despatch- Erzerum, No 2597,

To Hls Excellency Sablt Bey Gover-y

g u
s

nor;Genoral of El—Auiz.q=ﬁ§f

“‘i-‘

DA
s

Tw .

:ﬂre the Armenlans deported from
thereucleansed? Make meé know thelr #'
massacre and extermlnatlon. Are the‘

dangerous persons massacred9 or, only
thgyaare expelled out of town and %g;f]

]

deported. Let me know it clearly, m&:

Ap:r'll 21 1915. L | 4 5




11??1L1ﬁ7charactcrs:‘“

fMamuret“ul~A21z Katlbl Mesulu
LN 5

;&a"nunu aleyhlmdeh'flrarl Resneli

ff«Na21m Beye Mamuret—ul-Aalz VallSl

;«QabltiBey va51taﬂ1y1a Erzirumdan' B

Leglde Cdllml oldugu 21~4~)31;f}

tarlhll 81fre11 telgrafnamede~ﬁ_ L

“Oradan serolunan Ermenller
tusfiye olunuyorm*7 Nefi ve tahrip
oldugunu blldlrlnlz. Eshasa mu21re

imhaﬁedillyormy? Yoksa yal;n;zcaﬂ

sevk ve izam m1 olunuyor? Vazihen

bildiriﬁiz." ‘diye iaar'eylemis:
Ve 1tt1hat ve Tcrakkl Merkezi
Umumlsi azalarl hahklndaki dosyoa

meyanlnda mevcu VCeosse

Orfl ‘Muhakemati Zabit: Cer1d051,"

[“*ﬁ",?tha liurklsh Court Martlal at Gonstantlnople, January 13, 19209 s

The aforementloned Behaeddln

[ o

Shaklr Bey, 1n hlo coded telegram

LI

despatched from Erzerum, Aprll 21,

1915, through the * offlce of Sabit

1

| Bey, Governor-General of Namuret-
1x:ui-A21z, %0 Nazim Bey of Resné,, -
'inRespon51b1e Secretary of Unlon aad
. PrOgress Party at Mamuret—u1~A21z,
 gwho has escaped, states as follows'
‘7"Are the Armenians expatrlatéd from

there destroyed? Make me know the:l.r .

}dangerous persons massacred? or
'only expatrlateo and deported? Make

me know clearly"eecess - A,;~.L

1 ¢ .
L N

TurLlsh Official Journal Takv1m—1 Vakayi Dlvan—l Harb~1

No 3771, verdict. dellvered by

<¥"' hE ‘!."“
.

l s

i
i &

s

mausacre and annlhllatlon. Are those
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NOdegn Turklsh in Latin
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,The,coded telegram signed by Bé;’
haeddln Shakir Bey, President of the

azyla Mamuret-ul-A21z Sablt Beye Spec1a1 Organlzatlon, and addressed

‘ Naolm Beye ald olmak lizre :“fromvErzerum, through the offlce of”:

keslde Llllnan ve fotografa | ";Sablt Bey, Governor-General of Namuret-
dokuzuncu tertlbde bulunan sifreli ul~A21z, to Nazim Bey, and the photo—r

telgrafnamenln munderecatl' "Oradan graph of which is 1nserted in the doa-

‘"ovkolunan Ermenller tasflye olunu- 51er, document No 9, contains as follows

D .
Al

Vorm1° Nefl ve;%ahrlp olundugunu ;»/@Are the Armenians expatrlated fromdl,i

blldlrlnlz. ESha81 mizire imba f? thore destroyed? Make me knotr thelr'

&

edlllvormx? Yoksa,yalinlzca'oevk ve massacre and annlhllatlon. Are those

iaam nL. olunuvorqva21hen blldlrlnlz,dangcrous persono massacred,or only

Lardeqld",suretlndehi-mumalleyh ' expatrlated? Report ‘me clearlz, brother"
Rosnellrma21m Beyln 0. 31rada Mamuret—f The fact that today Naalm Bey of

Siey

ul-ﬁaiz Ittihat ve Terakki mﬁfettis- Resneihas escaped corroborates the

llginde ve elyevm ha11 firardavibf_ ! connectlon existlng between,the cri— ?

o ¢ J
[SETRS 4 5 .y

Toshilat~1 Mahgusanln S ninal purpooo of the SPeclal‘Or@au9
"', 5 '_;.,__ ’.;,-:;. ‘ ‘) SRR

bulunma ”

. e St
RGP —

1mhﬂ va

70ff101a Journal Takv5m~1 Vakayl Dmvan-mearb-l Orfl Nuhahemqtld‘
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LW ransliteration 0 o Eoglish_ Tranelotion | ¢

ne 'fromiTurkish Osmanli in Arabic 0
;{Jcharactegg_gg_ﬂodeén Turkish ﬁi:ff‘lﬁ _w:;’JQ&” g "j3“ “fﬁ';_ ,'f2 7?iM
‘ﬁ;lﬁ L ti1 cbaracters.‘w  -'f;:;ﬁ;Q g ‘?~V{%V K o | ”'jw1: ;:,i?:ﬁ?i
Iumalleyn Bahaettln'@aklr Beyln ‘ 15 The aforementloned Behéédﬁln’;i'
: 5g};khl Cemlyetlniﬂ : o Shaklr Bey, 1n ﬁis codeg téiegéﬁmrvml

. e

despatched from Eraerum, Aprll 21,

ogfess Party at Namuret—ul-A21z,”¢_

’Are'the'hrmenlans expatrlated‘from*"

- b ‘hf .

:‘bllulﬂiniz.?zélje 1sar eylemls

g . erahhl Merkez1 o
L o
Umum i _q alarl hakklndakl dosyQ

ks L3
.,.,‘,»4_? 'g‘~ 7)‘; : !

4&Off1 huhakematl Zablt Cerlde51, ,No )771 verdict- dellvered byA;f“j

1

%h ‘ﬁurklsh Court Martial at- Congtantlnople, January 19;
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Characteru
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¢

'{dokuvuncuttertlbde bulunan slfrell

Lo]gra¢namen¢n mundorecati- "Oradan

"“sovkolunan'Ermenllcr tasflve olunu-

VOTm19‘NGfi ve tahrlp olundugunuv\f

'haeddln Shaklr Bey, Presldent of thef

,rl = +

-Speclal Organlzatlon, and addresséd”

'from Drzerum, through the office of

“Sablt Bey,,Governor—General of Hamuret--

ul-A21z, to Na21m Bey, and the photo— ”
graph of vhlch is 1nserted 1n ohe dos—f-
sier, document No 9, contalns as follows

"ATG the Armenlans expatrlated fromsbf‘*

bildl ¢niu;.nshasx miizire 1mha

f odlllvorml? Yolsa yallnlzca sevk ve

Lhoro doatrovod? Make me know tholr

massacre and annlhllation. Are those

v e

1zam n1 olunuyor vazlhen blldlrlnlz,

dangerous persons mas sacred op ‘only "

Lardesmm",suretlndeki mumalleyh

W

expatrlatcd? Report ne clearly, brother"

Resn011VNazlm Beyin o 91rada Mamuret

ul—A21z 1tt1hat ve Terakkl mufettls-

< §

1iglnae vc elyevm ha11 flrarda
bulunmasm Togkilat«m Mahsuuanin
1mha va21f991yle mesgul olarak
Ccmlyetle 1rt1bat1 muekklt vesai=-

“

kidonder,1

’»as

- - The fact that ‘today. Nazm Bey of
fResné has escaped corroborates the
5connectmon eklstlng between thé crm-
€minal purposo of the Special Orga~x

4\

n;zatlon ‘and the- Commlttce”of Unlon

and Progress rarty. ?-urQﬁ]uu
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Mahmud Kiamil Pasha, Commander-in-Chief of the Third Ottoman
Army Gorps.at the Caucasian front, dispatched from'his headquarters
at Tortum (province of Erzerum) many coded telegrams giving secret
orders concerning the deportation and massacre of the Armenian people.

July 10, 1915, the above coded circular was dispatched by
Mahmud Kiamil Pasha to the Governors-General of the Eastern Pro-
vinces under his military jurisdiction: Erzerum, Bitlis, Van, Diar-
bekir, Mamuret-ul-Aziz and Sivas, forbidding the Moslem popuiation
to protect Armenians. Any Moslem daring to piotedt an Armenian would
be hanged in frbﬁt of his house and his house would be burned,

‘ Affer Armistice, by special order of the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, the authorities in the provinces certified a copy of the
original coded circular of Mahmud Kiamil Pasha, February 23, 1919,
and sent it to Constantinople, where the Turkish Court Ma rtial had
already begun to try siﬁce February 5, 1919, authors and accomplices
of the deportation and massacre of the Armenian people.

The TurkishFCourt Martial at Constantinople quoted the coded

circular of Mahmud Kiamil Pasha °
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"1t is a matter of safety", he replied;'the Turks have got to
protect themselves, and, from this point of view, they are enti-
rely Jjustified in what they are doing. Why, we found 7,000 guns
at Kadikeuy which belonged to the Armenians. At first Enver wanted
to treat the Armenians witﬁ the utmost moderation, and four months
ago he insisted that they be given another opportunity to demons-
trate their loyalty. But after they did at Van, he had to yield bo
the Army, which had been insisting all along that it should protect
its rear. The Committee (of UnMion and Progress Party K) decided
'upon the deportations and Enver reluctantly agreed. All Armenians
are working for the destruction of T urkey's power - and the only
thing to do is to deport them, Enver is really a very kind-hearted
man; he is incapable personally of hurting a fly. Bubt when it comes
to defending an idea in which he believes, he will do it fearlessly
and reckleésly. Moreover, the Young Turks have to get rid of the
Armenians merely?g/matter of self-protection., The Committee is
strong only in Constantinople and a few other large cities. Every-
where else the people are strongly '0ld Turk'. And these old Turks
are all fanatics. These 0l1d Turks are not in favour of the present
government, and so the Committee has to do.everything in their
power to protectvthemsélves. But ddn't think that any harm will
come to other Christians, Any Turk can easily pick out three

‘Armenians among &a bthbusand Turks".
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journey, but we have to abstain from giving to the public the
new details that are reaching us in abundance. It costs much

| to do so, as our friends will understand; but the political

situation oﬁfour country demands it",

In the case of the "Allgemeine Missions-Zeitschrift," the
Censor was not cdntent with putting pressure on the editor. On
the 10th November, he forbade the reproduction of the present
article in the German press, and did his best to confiscate the
whole current issue of the magagine., Copies of both publications,
however, found their way across the frontier, |

Both the incriminating articles are drawn from common
sources, but the extracts they make from them do not entirely
coincide, so that, by putting them together, a fuller wversion
of these sources can be compiled.

In the text printed below, the unbracketed paragraphs are
those which appear both in the "Sonnenaufgang" and in the "All-
gemeine Missions- Zeitschrift"; while paragraphs included in
angular brackets [<7]appear only in the "Sonnenaufgang", and
those in square brackets ([':}) only in the "Allgemeine Missions~-

Zeitschrift®,
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PresidentQVWhat date?
Jevad Bey- January 21, 1915,
President- Who did sign it?
 Jevad Bey~ Behij, on behalf of the Supervisor’of'the
Army Department. o |

Ppesident-

3
¥
<
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The Governor General of\Alepp6“$ent the same telegram
to Abdul Ahad Nuri on Wovember 21, 1915, wvhile the latter
gave order to Faim, in a:marginal note with his ‘own hand- O
writting on November.22,tl915;

Mirite, Naim Efendi."

Halm in turn: "I wrote, dossier No. 741-16." 15.,

Naim sent orders to deportation officials not to leave -
the corpses .of the massacred Armenians, not Yo permit fo- =

reign officers to take photograhs of the cbrpses;
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German Emperor Wilhelm IT péid offidiallvisit, October 18,
1898,'at Conétantihople, visited Damuscus and Jerusalem,

Many high ranking official and officers aécompanied him,
as well as by Protestant Ministers, namely Pastor Frederich
Naumann,

Pangermanist Frederick,Naumahn wrote a book‘ﬁgiggg}gggggg",
Central Europe. He established Christian and political princi-

ples concerning the massacre of the Armenians perpetrated by

order of Sultan Abdul Hamid.

In Warheit storte uns das
ungeklarte Gefiihl, nich genau zu
wissen ob man als Deutscher, undals
Christ, ein Feind dieses Mannes

zu sein habe oder nicht.
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TRANSLATION

Approved draft of law regarding compensations an_d formalities
to be adopted in connection with deported perso’hs and their
properties which are to be liquidated according to thedraft
of law dated the 12fdth September 1331 (1915). B

Article 1.

In conformity with the provisional law dated the 17th Zilkaddey 1333
(September 12, 1915) regarding the abandoned property, debts and credits of
deported persons, ar_nd in compliance with the regulation of both 30th Zilhejja
1333 (October 26, 1915) respecting the mode of execution of the said law, the
immovable properties reéisteréd in the name 61‘ the Treasuries of the Finance

and the Evkaf Departments and being actually in the possession of both Trea-

~ surlies should at once be administratively made over by these Treasuries to

their original owners if these are alive and should then be rectified accor- .
dingly in the regiser-book,
Such properties which have hitherto not been registered in the name

of the above Treasuries, should be maintained in possession of their original ‘

 owners if these are alivef and should then be handed to the latter.

The immovable properties of which the original owners are dead, should
immediately be delivered by the oéversaﬁd Tpeasuries to their heirs or parties
entitled whether these properties are or are not registéféd in the name of both
Treasuries and should then be transferred in the name of these heirs or parties
entitled.

- The lmmovable p?operties which have no . heirs or parties entitled should
be registered in the name of the school, church or monastery that will be indi-

cated by the local ecclesiastical Chief of the Community to which the original

owners belong. , T T e R T T
tee . Turkish womanil MANUSCrp? n (bt o
"t";\;f;vw ALY (s e S ({“ ane AlEom ' Pase 5, Fi '&)”»(V ¢ O Ul R



Article 2.

The present law applies to all formalities which have been fulfiled from
the 21st Julyl9lls - date of the promulgation 61‘ mobilization till the 31st
October 133h (1918) - date on which the Armistice was concluded - either by
deported persons ot by other parties in respect of the movable, as well as of

the immovable properties of the dgrf¢ former.

Article 3. _

If some of the immovable properties of deported persons referred to in
Art.l, had been exporpriated and demolished for public utility but have, up to
date of publication of this law not been converted into public streets, squares,
etc.;they /should, as per same article be restored and‘the expropriation formalig-
litles carried out in this respect considered as nul an d void in caes the owners
should make their claims within six months from the date of publication of this
law. If the price of such properties has already been paid, it should be given
back. If an y. buildings have béen added to such property, this cahnot prevent
the restitution of the propérty, and in this case, the 1ajbter will be dealt with
in accordance with Art, 10. The fact that no claims has been made within six

months, would imply the consent of the owner to the expropriation of this properiy

Article L.

If any of‘ the immovable properties mentioned in Art.l. ha;vbeen requi-
si*ioned in conformity with the law of 15 Jumazel Evvel 1334 (March 7, 1916)
on the requisition of dwelling-houses and other buildings in time of War, such
property falls within the terms of the said law. But in case the inspection of
other formalities respecting the same which, according to the said law,'shouid
be carried out in the presence of both parties s have been e’ffectively executed
ex-parte on account of the deportation of the owners, and in case the latter

should not express his consent to what has been done, the procedure already
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taken will be repeated in presence of the persons concerned or their representa-
Yid tives. As the present law is going to be enforced, the right of the owners
for objection, right which is now lost in account of the expiration of the time,
will again be valid.

Article 5.

If some of the immovable properties referred to in Art. 1. and passed -
in the hands of the Treasuries of/;gzi;ce and the Evkaf Departments have al-
ready been disposed of by these Typeasuries, either by sale transfer or by
other means, and if the original owners of this property or their represen-
tatives should raise on objectionf to such sale, transfer etc.. the latter
may have their properties back. If such owners had received the price of their
property prior to the promlgation of this law, they must give it back. In case
they object, they have to establish their identity within three years from the
date of promulgation of this law and formulate their objections in written
protests to be commnicated to the Land Department and to the last owner or
occupier of thelr propertye. If no protest is commngicated within the said
time to the Land Department this will imply an acceptance, on the part of the
owners as regards the sale effected. In this case, the amount realised by the
first sale or transfef will be paid out to them. In the contrary case, the

property in question will at once be restored to them administratively and

re-registered in their names.,

Article 6.
If immovable prperties of ﬁeported persons have been mortgaged, trans-
ferred or sold with power of redemption or left as quarantee for debts due by
such deported persons, to either Agricultural Bank and other establishments

or private ana judicial persons, such sale or transfer which have taken place
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in consequence of non-payement of thﬁdeb’cs before the promlgation of this
law, will be considered null and void. The sald property will, according to
Art.1l. be surrendedred to tke)iir original owmers or their représentatives and
rectified accordingly in the register-books. W¢f¢y Neverthless the resiliation
of such sales and transfers will not frustrate the rights of the creditors to
get back their &}‘dits which may begin to be recovered according to special
laws and regulations, three months affé’dr the promulgation of the present lawe
The debts of those who will not have returned to their homes at the promulga-
tion of this law, will begin th be recovered three months after the date of

their return.

Article 7.

The net revenu:(; realised by levy or Y¢f rent and by the ¢é¥ crops of
such handed properties during all the time that these properties &ﬂ”et-remained
in possession of the above mentioned two Treasuries, will be paid by the lat-
ter to either the original owners or their representatives after having deduc-
ted therefrom ¥ the expenses that have been incurred for the repa{"%ion and
upkeep of the said properties, as well as the amount of Vergu (ta.xe) and other
official chargese If the amount of rent is less than that the real value of
the rent, the former will be brought up to the same level by the Commission

referred to in Art 8,

Articie 8.

For any landed property passed into the occupation of the two Treasuries
and left by the latter out of use or given to individuals ffee of any charge,
the Treasury of the Finance Department will have to pay the rent of these pro-
perties from the date of which the deported persons were deprived of their

possession till the day on which the P¥¢¢d{ present law will come into force
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or up to date on which the*become agfain in possession of their property, if
this is earlier,

The amdunt of such rent will be fixed by the Commission referred to in
Art.18. Neverthelessd df?%ﬁiﬂ/lﬁ#, the general prescriptions of this law will
apply to the fixation of the above rent belonging to those who have resumed
possession of their property after the promlgation of the present law.

Article 9.

Any damage done to such abandoneé“ﬁovable property either by Government
Officials or private 4individuals during the deportations, will be indemmified
by the Governmeﬁt, on the understanding that the Government reserve to thenm-
selves the right to pursue the parties who had undertaken to take care of or
those who_pad neglected this property. This kind of compensation will be fixed
by the Commission mentioned in Art. 18.

Article 10,

If the Government have built annexes or planted trees etc.. within the
immovable property which has fallen into the hands of the two Treasuries but
which have not been sold or transferred to a third party; if the buyer or the
transferee of such property already aold and transferred, has done so and if
the actual total price of these annexes is inferior or equal to the actual
price of the immovable property to which the above Euﬁ&dings etc.. have bemn
added, it is 1n.this case, optional for the original owner or possessor of the
property or for his representative to adopt one of the two following proposals:

1.~ The property in question, together with its additional buildings
etcees may be delivered administratively to the original owner or possessor, on
the underﬁ%k!%%;tgdimg that he engages to pay, in amnual equal instalments and

within three years, the total price of the said additional buildings.
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2+= The property in question may be sold and transferred at the actual
price to the owner of these additional buildings, thus maintaining in the hands
of the latter tﬁe whole of the buildings.

' If the price of the additional constructions ¢¥¢¢dd/ exceeds that of
the original property, the owner of the former will then have the right of
option. He may purchase the property at its actual price or sell to the éri-
ginal owner or occupier, on the understanding that the owner or occupier en-
gages to pay up the money resulting from such a sale in equal and ahnual ins=-
talments within a lapse of three years.

In case d;?ﬁwner of the additional property chooses to buy the original
property, the price which he had.preﬁiously paid to the Treasury for the sale
and transfer of the latter property, will at once be paid to the original owner
or occupier. But, if the price previously paid for the immovable Prg¢YYy pro-
perty is inferior to the actﬁal price, fhe difference will then be paid by
the owner of the additional property to the owmner or possessor of the original

property, in annual equal payments and within three years,. |
| In case it is proved that the original owner or the owner of the ad-
ditional property have debts, the immovable property will then be considered
as a guarantee for the payment of these debts, it being understood that the
origin of these debts is connected with this same property belonging to Vékouf,
schools and other similar establishments of charity, as well as to minors, luna-
tic or insahe persons, will be considered as a donation or charity in favour

of these establishments,

Article 1l.
" In case the original owner or occupior refuses to buy the additional

buildings on the lines laid in the foregoing article and in the event of the



e

7
purchaser, transferee or the Government declining to take the immovable property
in question, this property, together with its annexes will, at the erquest of
one of the parties, be sold and transferred by auction to a third party by the
¥ Commission referred to in Art. 18, of thié law, in conformity with art. 10,
of the law dated the 25 th February 1328 (31 Rebie-ul-Aher 1331) prescribing
that these landed properties should stand as gaurantee for outstanding by such
auction sale, will be divided among the parties concerned, in proportion of

the actual prices of both original and additional properties.

Article 12,
A1l movable properties and animals belomging to deported persons will,

at the request of their owners, be recovered from any person in whose hands

- they may be found and made over the latter in the following conditions and

against procés-verbaux to be drawn up for the purpose:

a/ The fact that the above property has been sold by the "Tiquidation
Commission", by other official Departments or by persons other than the owner;
and the fact that this same property has been c?\hcealed or confiscated by this
and that man can, by no means imped their delivery to their rightful ownerse.

b/ If the property in question had been sold by the owner, it can no
longer be restored unless and untill the seller returns, in full, the price
which he had previously received,

¢/ If the actual occupler had purchased such goods from the Iiquidation
Commissions or from other official Departments, he may apply direct to the
Government. If he had baught them from private persons he may refer to these
and each of them may have recourse to his own seller. The last of the sellers
may likewise have recourse to the Government, these recourses will be_secﬁred

through the Commission.



Article 13,

The formalities connected with the recovery and delivery of the above
property to its orfi.ginal owner as stated in the preceeding article, will be car-
ried out by the Commission mentioned in article 18. If the real price of some
goods at the moment of their sale have to be estimated and.fixed for the reason
thatn these goods no longer exist or that their value has/t?eased, this formali-
ty has to be carried out on the strenght of a decision of the Cormissione. This
real price thus established, will be paid and indemified by the Government to
the owner of the goods or to his representatived.

The fact that the price has been paid partially or totally prior to the
promlgation of this iaw, cannot frustrate the rights garnted by virtue \of this

article.

‘ . Article 1h. |
Any sum or sums recovered by the Iiquidation Commissions on behalf of
deported persons, will be restitucgsto the latter and the money, out of these
sums, that brings interest as per agreement concluded togebher with the amount
of intérest stipulated in thg contract. The interest will be calculated from
the date of recovery of the money up to Véﬁ‘ff?on which it was paid to the right-
ful owner, provided that the amount of such interest shall not exceed that pro-

vided for by the law.

Article 15.

Any sentence, decree or execution thereof, that have taken place during
the deportations for or against deported persons and any formality of sale,
rent of houses and the like which has been carried out during the time mentio-
ned in article 2, in connection witﬁ such persons are null and void. But law

suits whieh had begun previous to the deportations, will now be resumed from
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the stage in which thgy had been left without taking into consideration the time
elapsed up to the promulgation of this law and brought to an end on the lines of

of generai provisions of the law,

Article 16.
In calculating the legal delays for all lawsuits or disputes brought by
or against deported persons the time elapsed from the beginning of the mobiliza-
tion up to the date of promulgation of this law will not be taken into conside-

ration.

Article 17.
The heirs of those who, from the date of mobilization up to that on which
this law is promulgated, have embraced Islam and have died as Moslems, will not
be forfeited from their right of inheritance in accordance with the general pro-

visions of the law,.

Article 18,

In order to settle any dispute arising from the abplicat;on of prescrip-
tions of this law and to take decision and enforce them in connection with the
points and formalities laid down in special articles, a Commission will be ins-
tituted in the chief-town of each Vilayet, Sanjak and Caza. Such Commissions
will be headed by thej&igh est Civil official of the pléce or'hy the persong
whom the latter will appoint. They will have, as members,‘bne Moslem and one
non Moslem proposed by the ¢¥ Ecclesiastical Chief of the local Community.

In any case in which the non-Moslemf member may remain in the minority,
the decision which will thus be taken, will be examined direct by a Central Com-
mission presided by the Under-Secretary of the Ministry of the Interior or by

his representative and composed of two Moslem members and of two non-Moslem
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designated by the Patriarcalfte « The decision of this Central Commission will

be definite and will be commnicated to the parties concerned.

Article 19.

No fees, no charges and no Hedjaz stamp will be claimed by eiﬁher the

‘Department, Notariats, Special Commissions or other Govrenment departments

for all formalities etc. mentioned in the present law.

Article 20.
PENALITIES

Any official or private individuals who would, without any éé;usible rea~
sons, raise difficulties in or neglect the execution of formalities connected
with the appliqations'of thekprovisions of the present law, will, in accordance
with article 102 of the Penal Codebbe gentenced to a fine of from Ltq 3 to 100
or to an imprisonment of from one week to three years. They will further be
condemmed to indemniti¢d y to interested parties for the loss that they may have

sustained in consequence of the neglect and difficulties.

Article 21.

The Commission mentioned in article 18 has the faculty to hear on oath
witn esses or experts. If any witness, whether Moslem ot non-Moslem or even an
ecclesiatical chief whose evidence is considered necessary in order to bring
the truth bf the case to light, has on proof given false evidence,'qﬁﬁcealed
or denied the truth of the facts or has not deppsed totally or partially, the
information he possesses will, in accordance with article 7 307 of the Penal
Code be gentenced to a fine or from 5 to 100 Liq or to an imprisonment up to
three yearse.

The penalities indicated in this as well as in the foregoing articles,

will be sanctyioned by the Competent Courts, at the request of the Special

Commissione.
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Article 22,

The Frovisions mentioned in the present law and pertaining to original
owners or possessors will, according to general rules, be épplied to the rep-
resentatives, executers or trustees of the owners or possessors. If the latter
are dead, the above provisions will be applied to their heirs or their repre-

sehtatives.

Article 23,

The provisional law of 13 September 1331 ( 17 Zilkaade 1333) regarding
the abndoned property, depts and credits of deported persons, as well as the
regulation, dated the 30th Zilhejje 1333)(26 October 1915) respecting the mode
of execution carrying out that }¥f law, are abrogated.

Article 2l.
This law come into force in every chief town of a Caza, with effect from

the day following that on which the law has been published indue f¥gf form.

Article 25,

The Ministers of ¥ Interior, Justice, Finance, Evkaf and Agriculture

"are charged with the execution of the present law.

FSEEEEEEHEEEEEEEE
The chief lacunee which I see in this law are:
1.-DATE,.
Restitution and compensation can only be claimed for those deported
under the law of the i% September 191k, whereas the law should be
dated as from the first Janmary 191k since the 200.000 Greeks expelled

from the Asia-Aegean littoral were sent away in the spring of 191k,

-
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2. If the date is not made clear, then the effectd of the law applying

to Greeks as well as to Armenians should be brought out.

3. Article 9 should be made to read: "Damages to Real Property will be
compensated". The Turkish text only speaks of compensation for da-
mage to movable prbperty. | |

li. Loss of Rent.

An article should be inserted besides for the loss of rent during the

years of deportation: it might be worded:

uThe value of rent of real property which is restored to its owners

and which‘had been registered in the name of the State Department,

or handed over to an individual, should be paid back to the original
owners by the occupiers™, _

5. Restoration of property sold or rented as a result of violence or threats:
There shall be given back to the original owners all real or movable
property, the sale or transfer of which was forced either owing to
the general prevailing condition of terrorism, or through some indi-
vidual threat or act of violence on the part of either the Govemenﬁ
or any individual which took place on any date between the first

January 191l; and the signing of the Armistice.

6. On the other respect I think the law will serve well as a preliminary

while modifications can be inserted later.
Ciowed . HERTHCOTE SMITH

¢ ;
o . Cokr
Sm,. F.o. Pu(’ﬂ’ic Qmmzf 0%%&-@.
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Major Colonel Shahabeddin Eey, Acting Commander

Fifteenth Division, Kayseri,

5

dgppatched to Major Colonel Khalil Rejai Bey,

Acting Commander of the Fifth Army Corps, Ankara,

the instructions comprising thirty-~four Articles,

sent by the lMinister of Internal Affairs to the

Governor of Kayseri, lMay 28, 1915,

Transliteration

Adet 835

Ankara Eeginei
Kolordu Kumandanlapga Vekaletine:

Cevap 21 Temmuz 331, 3004
gifreli telgrafnamenin iigiineii
maddesine Dahiliye Nezaretinin
Kayseri mutasarriflijfindan
miiballag 28 Mayis 331 tarih
ve otuzddrt maddeli miihtefi

* talimat miinderecati muntaza-

sindan bulundufunu ve mezkiir
talimat sureti musaddakasinin
derdesti takdim ettiii.
21 Temmuz 331,
FPirka Onbeg Kumandan Vekili:
Sahabettin,

English Translation

4
Yo, 835

Decpiher: Acting Commander
Fifth Army Corps, Ankara:

Reply to the coded telegram
dated July 21, 19153 No.3004:
According to the third Artiecle
the liinister of Internal Affairs
sent to the lMutesarif of Kayseri
May 28, 1915, secret instructions

B

comprising thiirty-four Articles

\ of which we despatched to you
a certified copy in due form.

July 21, 1915.
Acting Commander of the Fif-

teenth Division: Shahabeddin, 1

1. JAd. e,k 615. Deewuments (¢ vol, L Y75 (osm.
726-¥6, 2 zﬂosk hmseah. , comp, Gems.

Cu‘c C*P"M 'L k.

Qi an /’\C!?"!)



lMajor Colonel Khalil Re;al Beyl Actlng Commander

of the Fifth Army Corps, Ankara,

gﬁgpatched to haaor Colonel ohahabeddin'Bez,

Acting Commander of the Flfteeﬁthlnivision, Kayseri,

guidance and instructionsAand informed him that--

he has no knowledge about the secret instructions .

concerning the possessions and goods abandoned:

by Armenian deportees.

Transliteration

Numara 3004'
, ayserl Plrka Vekaletlne
gsifre. ‘ |
. Cevap 20-5-331 ve 180
.~ gifreye: |

1. Evvelce teblip oluﬁdﬁ@u
veghile, nefi miamelesi kanunen
cihet-i asherlyeye alt oldugu
cihetle, nefl epbablnda ku—
mendanlarca maliim clmasi ve

inabet goriirse, nefi bu husus-

daki teb'i@ edilecekler hak— -

. kanda memurini mﬁlkiyéninhbu

hususdaki meliimat, sizce ka-

naati vicdaniye husulu garttir.

English Transiation
No« 3004«
-Decipher: Acting Commander
'Division,_Kayseri.

Reply to the coded telegran

dated July 20, 1915:

T
/<Aﬂ,z'had prev1ously communi~

cated to you, the operations of

fe
exile have to be -feected by mili-

. T
tary authoritie%%ymherefore, the

motivations of exile must be com-

‘municated also tq military comman~
-dersy who have the right to apply
"~ the measureu of ex11e, when they :

feel it flt. Consequcntly, taking

advantage of the information$ and

assistence that the civil authori-

" ties under the iimits-of}your Ju-—

riSdiction7hay'supp1yvconce:ning
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Pu sart dahilinde nefi-i icab
edenler ailelerini birlikte
gotiiremelerinde muhtar ola-
bilir,

2. Reisi ruhanilerin nazari

Hiikimette haizi istisnayiyet
bir imtiyazi yoktur, mahal-
1inde bakasinda mazarat memul

ise, miimaileyh hakkinda eghas-a

saire miisiillii nefi muamelesi
tatbik olunsabilir,

3, lMenfi edilmekleri ait
mal ve emlakin esmani balife-
sinin sapiplerine dair olan
emir ve teblifattan buraca
maliimat yoktur. Bu baptekl
emrin hangi makamdan telakki
edildiginin inbasi.

21 Temmuz 331.
Beginei Kolordu Ahz-1 Asker
Heyet-i Reisi:
Miralay H§111 Recai.

the individuals to be exiled, how-
s
ever it is required that you fidmly

be convineed on the matter.

2, Ieaders of relig com-

7 -
munities do not enjoy én front of)
the Government any privilege that
may suppose for them any specific
right, Consequently, if their pre-
sence where they actually are, rep-

resents any inconvenience, they

may be exiled as all the others.

3, I have no knowledge about
the special instructions according
to which movable and inmmovable
possessions and propert&umust be
sold and the amount delivered to

the owners.

July 21, 1915.
President of Military Draft,
Fifth Army Corps:

Major Khalil Rejai. 1

1. JAJ, IIO)h 6150



INSTRUCTIONS .
thaee
CONG ZRNING PHf ADMINISTRATION OF ALL PROPERTY,\ BOTH REAL
‘ banoloned Loodl's
AND PRRSOVAL, FORMERLY OWNED BY THEARMENIANS AND)LEFT
an
BEHIND-BY THFM WS THEY WERE DEPORTED AS A CONSEQUENCE

; Fies
OF THf WAR AND OF EXTRAORDINARY POLITICAL NECESSITE.

Article 1
’I):e/Cormissioﬁ%‘ ?E‘or real and personal property, set up accor-

ding to the provisions of the following articles, will be guided
by the provisions of those instructions relative to private proper-
ty, buildings and lands and such other questions pertaining to ﬂ!é'/
possessions left behind by the deported Armenians.

These Comissioz? $a.re responsible for handling these matters
within the framework of their jurisdictions which have been deter-
mined.

Article 2 \(

After deporting [the Ameniansg from a village or town, the
houses and buildings owned by them, with all the belongings therein,
will be retained by the administrative Commissions after officials
will have been appointed for this specific purpose or after a Com=

L

Q A2
mittee will have loc_.-laé and sealed the doors.

Article 3
% vablve
Following appraisal of the property, the qéeddty, quantity
and price of each item will be recorded. For 1;h( personal property

to-be-retained, thé owners' names will be Mwith all thé neces-

sary details:in a register/apd jater these movable property will
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be taken to churches, schools, caravanseries (hans), warehouses

or stores im-order to arrange!then separately, allowing each ow=-

ner to be'identified clearly. These movable goods will thus be
INVR hAorWalive

keﬁ{. A detailed report én the owners, the-quesmis s1 the origin
and thé destination of these movables will be dﬁum—np.

Article L
If the owner of thedg movable property is unknown, it will
be registered and kept in the name of the village/where it came
f;on{.'
Article 5
Ameng.the movable property, some will deteriorate with\)time.
Y

Others, like farm aniznals s Wwill be sold at public auctions b4 a
APPOIA*‘Q

sub-committee appraved dby the Commissione. The proceeds from these
Vet_or &

auctions will be put in the names of the owners s if they.are known;

or in the _Lgfme of the village or town, if the owners _ére not lmown,

\\sz\)vOCC“&S \W rlrhal f

gnd are lto be deposited in the trust,gf. the Treasury Department.

The nature, number, price of the properties sold, the owners!
and Buyers' names arid?‘l;he sé.leﬁprice will be recorded in detaily
in the register-book.

This entire procedure must be approved by the Commission
which performed the public auctione.

A Teport will be déawn-up, the’original of which will be given
to the local government with’a copy to-be” kept by the administra-
tive Commission for real and personal proper'ties left behind | by

the deported Annenian]



- Th T+
Article 6 w:\*

An inventory of th€ objects, pictures, holy books whihe are
in thé churches will be drawm-up; a report will be added to-it and
both will be preserved. La\f\-, /after the deported people[w:al/ have
been settled ' in a chosen locality, the sacred objects from the

village churches will be sent there.

Article 7
The quality, number and value of properties and lands s with
the names of the respective-owners will be recorded in detailf. K
A list of :mmvable property left behind [Py the deported Armenian‘s]
in each town and village will be prepared and delivered to the Md-

ministrative Conmissions.

Article 8
If crops and grain on the verge of spoiling are to be found
either in the houses or fields, they will be auctioned by t}y’ per-
sons appointed by the Commission. Theé proceeds fromwth: sales will

be deposited in the name of the owners in #ke trust ef the Treasury

Department. A report will be prepared, the original of which will

1. The Armenian deportees have never beeh settled and the”
sacred goods taken a};a& from churches have never beefi sent to
the Armenian deportees.

Thé caravans of Armenian deportees have-been massacred by
order of the Turkish Goverc?ment by the criminéls released from the”

41< /
prisons or they hayé beenexhausted {y starvation on the waye
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be sent to the local government, while a certified copy will be
kept by the Administrative Commissione

Article 9
If no buyer is to be found for the crops, and ‘;he/ products
from the vineyards, a guaranteed sale will be arranged and the”
goods will be solt? at a‘\da.%red;!.lced price to those who want them.
There Afte;,:\etie’ proceeds from auctions and sales will tem-
porarily be deposited in the names of % respective owners in the

w)
trust gf the Treasury Departgent.

Article 10 e g

If the deported Armenians, wuedmrg their rights as landlords,
have conferred any kind of powers of attorneyr\o'n a third party,
after the deportation date, in order to have their real estate
properties sold, the public prosecutors cannot start any procee-

.y OK
dings with such preeuration. ™=

Article 11
Refugees [Turlci.sh Moohajfz\'ﬁ will be settled in the houses
and on the lands in th€ villages from which the€ Armenians have
been deported. .

They will receive certificates sta£ing their qualifications

for agricultural worke.

Article 12
Th(/names , age, and date of arrival of thé Turkish refugees
settled in the houses&f thé deported Armenians}will be listed
N

regularly and in detai.l* in a registeres
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_J'Q{WM
They will receive deeds stating the number and the size

of thé buildings and lands.

Article 13
Ihe(HosleIﬂ refugees settled in the villages are responsible

co]lective]y for the buildings and tpe/ trees which-are-to be found
Lavae
there- if they perpetxaie any da.mage al?d if the culprits are known,
% - B g

the ' counter-value of the damaged,\wi]l be paid by the village popu-
lation and those guilty of such acts, will be evicted from the vil-

lage and deprived of their rights as refugees.

Article 1L .
A ,i 4 K )
After dividing the houses (of th€ Armenian deportees| among
ety

the | Moslem|refugees, ifyany /ene left, nomadic tribes will be set-
tled in them. These tribes will be subjected to the same regulations

as the @osleub refugees.

Article 15
In the course of settling tlé [_Mosleri) refugees in the towms
and villages from which the€ Armenians were deported, priority will
be given to thé EMosle}ﬂ refugees from towns and villages. After
taking in consideration their financial needs and their qualifica-
tions as builders, they will be given land in sufficient quantitye.

Article 16
Stores, businesses, caravanseries, baths, warehouses, and
other such buildings not suitable for the settlement of Ll'bslemj
refugees, as well as thé buildings left unoccupied r_ai‘ter ;Ke set=-

t1éflent of Turkish rei‘ugees]and those not in use will be sold at



auctionf, according to thé provisions of Article 18, by the
/ddministrative Commission or by-an other committee under its
control made up of government administrative officials and

representatives from the Treasury Department.

Article 17
The [Moslem refugees settled in the towns and villages
will be registered foi' a#regular census e
The re;isters will list the names | of the Moslem refugees,

the quality, size, and price of the lands diven to them.

Article 18
If among the LMoslénJ refugees trained people are found to
take care and ‘;e:vk;;\e;a:;/é’vineyards , gardens, olive groves and
other cultivated lands which-are located around the towns and
villages, these people will be given such lands according to their
needs and qualifications. Their names and the size of th& lands

—

received will be recorded amd }(.hey will be given deeds of owner-
shipe ’

The balance of the cultivated lands not given to the E'Iosleﬂ
refugees will be sold at auctiM according to the provisions of

Article 16.

- 2e E? ﬁle fact that Moslem refugees settled in thé houses
and lands evacuated by tbe/ Armenian deportees, Are given deeds

of ownership, sufficiently establish"’féa:b/ tﬁe’ 'Amenian deportees
will not return heme, and that the Turkish Government is~§imply

J
confiscating the Armenian property and possessions.



Article 19
£ —
Considered ag”special cases will be t,hé[MoslemJ refugees
INEE who are in the provisions; those who came with the permission and
—_— 20, >
., approval of the local government or who came from other provisions® 7

—

on order from the Minister of the Interior and with a written docu-
mente Among those E!oslemj refugees, the ones who express the de=-

sire to live in Armenian towns and villages, those who would rather
live in other localities or who are sent there to settle down as "

refugees will have to show their official documents.

Article 20
Those E&osle‘@ who want to buy houses or lands E.eft bekind
by thé Armenian deporte"é;‘\ are bound to bake care of the maintenance
of ‘these houses. If they fail to do so, if they make any difficulbies
3 "
or damage tbe/hcmses, they mst pledge to repair the damages they

might cause, and the houses will not be rented to any applicants

until two years have elapsed. !

Article 21
A 1list will be drawn up’ of all buildings and lands, bought,
rented, or sold at reduced prices, indicating the quality, size,
re(\“'a,b

location, sale and remt prices and other such details concerning

the tenants and the rents.

3« Most of the Moslem refuggees settled in the houses, buil-

dings, lands, gardens, vineyards, ste., destroyed thé Armenian
Seafe ro
build:mgs in order to-research t ;i hidden in by the-Armenians,

‘TC—J“’"‘ Q("Qu 2\,

~amd they cut trees and used j4 -ge¥ heating.



) Article 22
-, . aL y
The_proceeds from the sale or thé rent of the property will
with

be deposited in ke trust of the Treasury Department in the name
of the owners. These sums will be released to the owners according )?"

! .
to/instructions to_be giwen sumequenw.{i\/ The &cv?rnwén‘tz < ? ~ o~

Article 23 |
33 THe ‘egistration and administration of movables and immévables
L
/m‘behind by the deported Armenians in the towns and villages will

be handled in accordance with these instructions.

Article 2
wibY

The Administrative Commission commnicate directly only with
the Minister of tHe Interior for questions relative to the adminis-
tration of property left behind Eby' the Armenian deporﬁéee]. They ‘o it(

perform their duties according to the orders received from the Mi-
wily

nister, they.take decisions and carry out ‘suohrdeeis:tmﬂ keeping
the provincial governments informed-toz% Lo st NN

-

Article 25
A sufficient number of commissions will be formed to handle
? sTic Y

; 7
the execution of these instructions and to have them secuwely fol-

lowed. After obtaining authorization from the Interior Minister,

They .
L. e sums| have never beeh released to the Armenians, who
C‘«ésma u‘\'\g

untilf to day are claiming . The Turkish Government, Ottoman or

republican, has to liquidate deﬁrﬁ-t:lxa]a'_in) accordance with the el

provisions of international lawds Mo iwescripéioh) in this matters
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salaried officials will staft thedd work and they will act in
accordance with the/instructions given by the Minister of the”
Interior.

In accordance with these instructions, the Conmd.ssmns for
property left behind(zy £he Srmonien deporbee;] will /s;etnp re-
gulations and directives, copies of which will be sent to the Mi=-
nister of th€ Interior, with a certified copy to-be given to the

local government.

Article 26
e officials from the Commissions are responsible for the
settlement of LMosiezﬂ refugees in thé houses belonging to the
deported Armenians and for the executioni of all necessary for-
malities.
aypad e
In order to speed-up the procedure, inspectors will be ap-
pointed as supervisors and in some instances decisions concerning
execution of orders will be taken jointly with the local govern-
ment e
The former are members of the/Cormnissions responsible for
the administration of real and personal properties left behind
by 'blé Armenians,
Article 27
Most
Once every two weeks ai—3east, the Commissions w33} forward
to the Minister of the Interior and t( the provincial governor .

/n
their comments, inquiries, conclusions, and decisions with a report

summing up their activities.
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Article 28
4 The/administrative Commissions for property left behind are

bbund to follow these instructions and directives in the course of

their functions.

Article 28 )«?
Once they have been appointed, the members of the administra-
tive Commissions are collectively responsible for the administration,
/ v

tHe safekeeping, and the accounting £or all buildings and lands
(}\eft by the Ar}neniaml in the area under their jurisdiction.

Article 30
Ror N
The Aadministrative Commissio? fro real and personal property
w | 5
left behind by the Armenians an appointed

o
chairman and e£ two members, one of—them to be,chosen amemg-bhe-
officia.lf from the Treasury Department.

Article 31
The chairman ,of the Administrative Commission for real and
ol

personal proat:rty\handlex all correspondffhce or someone appointed

LA
by him dees~it in the chairman*s namesd He CA@ven |
Article 32
The Chairman of the Commission may, if he deems it advisable,
sendja representative to conduct investigations in accordance with

]

these instructions, or to act as supervisor or as executive agente.

Article 33

The Chairman of the Commission is entitled to receive a§ sa-



11 - , )
i 14 diew W g0 40 phos
lary arpound and half per day, t-rf members | receive a pound. This
l'] - .

b —QvU\M p S
money is to be levied on the appropriations for the Eioslem refu- .
gees. The Chairman and the members of the Commission /also receive
travelling-expenses if their functions make these travels neces=

Sary.

Article 3L
In t)g provinces where a Commission has not been formed,

the provincial central government is bound to appoint a person

in accordance with these instructionse

May 29, 1915.

To-com& into force: May 26, 1915, or June 8, 1915. f
/// /7% g
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66th Congress S. Res. 325,
2d Session

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
March 3 (calendar day, March 6), 1920.

Mr. King submitted the following resolutionj which was
referred to the Committee of Foreign Relations.

RESOLUTION

Whereas the recent outrages perpetrated by the Turks in the

Marash region of Cilicia, by which sixteen thousand Ar-
menians were massacred or perished from exposure after
being forced from their homes, afford one more example
of the inveterate malice of the Turks against the native
Christian inhabitants of Armenia; and

Whereas by the terms of the armistice with the Turks, cohy

cluded on October 31, 1918, it was expressly stipulated
that "in case of disorder in the six Armenian vilayets
the Allies reserve to themselves the right to occupy
any part of themy and

Whereas it has been fully demonstrated that there can be no
relief from these intolerable and ever-recuring outrages,

except by the utter exclusion of Turkish military forces
and irregular armed bands of Turks and Kurds from the
proper territories of Armenia, extending from Ararat

and Trebizond to Alexandretta, and comprising the six
vilayets designated in the armistice with the Turks; and

Whereas it is within the power of the allied governments to

summarily terminate these outrages and to redeem the
pledges given for the complete territorial rehabilitation
of Armenian peoplej and

Whereas the victory of the allied and assoiated powers over

the Germans and their Yurkish allies will have been in
vain for the rectification of conditions in the Near



East unless the territorial and poiitical rights of
the Armenians be vindicated and restored; and

Whereas any further temporizing with, or toleration of these
outrageous conditions or arrangements, which recognize
Turkish sovereignity in Armenia, will be pregnant with
future disorders, wars, massacres, and would constitute
a cowardly default of duty on the part of the Christian
powers; Now, therefore, be it :

Resolved, That the Senate of the United States does
hereby express its profound sympathy for the Armenian
people in their present distress, separation, and suffering.
Resolved furbther, Thet it is the sense of the Senate tha
the allied powers which accepted the capitulatidn of the
‘Purks in the late war should now impose terms upon the
Turks for the complete liberation of the Armenian people
and the vindication and restoration of their territorial rig
and political independance, and that adequate military
measures be Porthwith taken in conformity to the terms of
the armistice with the Turks to occupy Armenia, to expel
all armed Turks and Kurds from the said six vilayets, to
protect the inhabitants against a recurrence of these disogg
14 and outrages, and make them secure in their persons and
15 property.
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Peace Conditions (Turkey)
DRAFT ARTICLES WiTH REGARD TO PENALTIES
Ariticle 1

The Turktish Government recognizes the right or the
Allied Powers to bring before military tribunals persons
accused of having committed acts in violation of the laws
and customs of war. Such persons shall, if found guilty,
be sentenced to punishments laid down'by'law. This provision
shall apply notwithstanding any procéedings or prosecution
before a tribunal in Turkey of in the territory of her allies.

The Turkish Government shall hand over to the Allied
Powers all persons accused of havihg’committed an act in
violation of the laws ano customs of war, who are specified
either by name or by the rank, office, or employment which
they held under the Turkish authorities.

Article 2

Persons guilty of criminal acts against the nationals
of the Allied Powers shall be brought before the military
tribunals of that Power.

Persons guilty of criminal acts against the nationals
of more than orie of the Allied Powers shall be brought before
military tribunals composed of members of the military tri-
bunals of the Powers comcerned.

in every case the accﬁsed shall be entitled to name
his own counsel. '

Article 3

The Turkish Government undertakesAtQ furnish allldo-
cunents and information of every kind, the production of
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may be considered necessary to ensure the full knowledge
of the incrimating acts, the prosecutimon of offenders, and
the just appreciation of responsibility.

Article 4

The provisions of Articles 1 to 4 hereof shall also
apply to the Government of Btates which have had allocated
to them territory belonging to the former Turkish Empire,
in so far as persons are comrcerned who stand accused of com? -
mitting acts within the territory or the powér of such States.

Should the persons referred to have acquired the na-
tionality of one or other of such States, the Government of
that State undertakes to take all necessary measure in order
to ensure their prosecution and punishment, at the request
of and in agreement with the Allied Powers.

Draft Clause relating to Penalties
Article 2a.

The Turkish Government undertakes to hand over to
the Allied Powers the persons considered to be responsible
‘for the massacres committed on former Turkish terrltory
during the continuance of the state of War.

The Allied Powers reserve to themselves the right
to appoint the tribunal which shall try the persons accused.

in the event of the League of Nations having created
without undue delay a tribunal competent to deal with the
said massacres, the Allied Powers reserve to themselves
the right to bring the accused persons mentioned above
before such tribunal.

~ F.0. 371/5105



F.0. 371/5105 E2109/86,/4

All the ground put forward in the Admiral de Ro-
beck@;telegram has been more than covered in the draft Mino-
rity Clause (E1477) No 5 ¥lag D. except that the date of 1
January 14 from which the period of expulsion and persecution
is to run was not accepted, as proposed by the Commission.

The date of 1 January 14. would cover the expul-
sion of the 200.000 to 250. OOO Greek Ottomans driven out in
March 1%4. It has been argued that their expulsion is histori-
cally connected with the Balkan war.

1t would be just as easy to argue that it was a
deliberate step taken with a view %o having a strateglcally
sound coast line in case of fubure wars.

irf Admiral de Robeck's telegram could be the cause
of having the date for indemnity and restoration claims put
back to lst January 14 (or what would equally meet the case
1 Mgz,l9l4) I feel that it would be instrumental in achieving
a solution both Just and loglcal :

Cl. Heathcote Smith
_ 25 11t
M.? Vansittart
25/3

We have done our best all through for the adop- .
tion of the date of January ‘1, but the representatives of the
other Powers were always opposed to it. The fack is that one
of them does not in the least care for minorities and the other
is if anything hostile. Ultimately we gave way on this point,
rather with the view of getting the rest of our proposals through
as even these were a matter of considerable difficulty.

' Robert Vansittart.
Harch 25.‘

The Supreme Council may perhaps consider the Committee's
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recommendations in the light of this identic telegram.

JAC TILLEY
26/3

The Secretary of State:

Unless your Lordship feels strongly on this point, I
am rather afraid of bringiné it up again. We had to contend
with a lot of hostility in the Commission, and the Italian and
French principals are if anything more hostile at least than
their subordinates. We fought this point out at length, and
I rather fear that if we reopen any part of khak the minori-
ties chapter the adversaires may try to reopen the whole. The
best moment would be when the Ieague of Nations have had their
meeting on the Minorities chapter. The Italiahs will anyhow
make a row /Querelle/ then, and in the hurly hurly we might
pOssibly get in this point again.

- Robert Vansittart
March 30.

TURKEY
POLITICAL

Decipher: Admiral de Robeck (Constahtinople) March 1%7th. -
© D. 1.45 p.m. March.l7+th, 1920.
~ R. 6.30 peme " 24%h,
No 241 (R.) | o
Following is an identic telegram sent after agreemeht
with my French and Italian colleagues:
"On December 2nd 1919 the High Commissioners addressed
a joint Note to Porte asking for repeal of law wor abandonment
of pioperties under which the estates of Armenians who were
massacred or diappeared during deportation leaving no heirs
are escheated to the State. The Turkish Government pnomul-
gated a (? new) law on this subject on Jenuary 8th, 1920, which
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entirely fails to give satlsfactlon on thls and other essen-
tial points.

My colleagues and I are of opinion that no satisfac-
tory results can be expected from Turkish ILegislation or
legal procedure, and that consequently it is desirable to
insert in Treaty of Peace with Turkey an afi article providing
that question of restitution of non-Mussulman preperty usur-
~ ped by Moslems or confiscated by Turkish Government since
January lst 1914 should be dealt with, administratively by
mixed Arbitration Commissions consisiing of one delegate of
Ottoman Government and one inter-Allied member, who would act
as President with casting Vote. The date January 1914 is

fixed in order to include the Greek pépulation deported after
~ second Balkan War. The decisions of these Commissions should
be based on equity without regard to text of any Turkish law
and should be final and without appeal, and executed under
Allied authority. Property of persons who have died or disap-
peared without leaving heirs must revert to their own commu-
nities and not to the State. It would be necessary that Com-
missions should have power to annul all sales of ?common) and
personal estate of non-Mussulmans ruring period of deportation
and massacres and all expropritations of non-Mussulman pro-
perty on alleged grounds of public utility, as well as all
Jjudgments of Turkish courts confirming such sales and trans-
fers".

See my telegram No 160 February 23rd.

My French and Italian colleagués are referring a Note
(?sent by them) last January to their Governments for com-—

. munication to Paris Conference.



STATEMENT OF HALIDE EDIP HANUM

"When we were strong enough, we diligently attempted
to exterminate Christians and especially Armenians as to
serve Turks.,

"To-day we are passing the most sorrowful and the darkest
Xife days of our national life.

"America and England are looking to us as a State that

massacred its own innocent subjects and their children.
N af o wakn

"The actual Government states that it will reestablish
Armenians in their own homes.

"We believe the good will of the Government, but we do
not believe that the executive authorities of the provinces
would end this job in the limits of Jjustice.

"The foreigners are of the same opinion.

"In order to believe that the Government has really de-
cided to reestablish the Armenians in their own homes, it has
to form a commission composed of the Turks who are in favor
of the solution of the Armenian question, as well as of Arme-
nians and Americans, and invest it with fuIi’power".

ploany,

See: Jamanag, Armenian Daily, g# October 22, 1918,
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F.0.-371/4958,  E9959/13L/58,

Telegram, Major - Collas-(?),-Tiflis,-Auge-15th,~1920.—

\

Armenian —-Peace—with—Soviet

States _Amenian_Government~have -informed-him-that-an-agreement —————

was..concluded . by them-on- 1oth -August,-whereby -they - have agreed‘ e

to 'bempora.ry~occupat10n~by-Bolshev:Lks oil-Karabagh Zanguezour, e

and all Nakhitchevan_south.of_Shakhtakhti. -Bolshevik-troops-have——-———-

already advanced by rail towards Tabriz. Adds_he expressed-to——

Amenign_l_iepresentatives_;his_amazement_at_,thisﬁreversal-of@their

decision, reports in Tiflis telegram No.315 of 6th_July (E7943)

~_to whixh almost amounted to an act of revolt against Great Britaine

Minutes:

This of course opens up direct commnication along the rly (rail-

way) betweeh Soviet Russia mwix, Turkey and Persia, but on the

other hand the Armenians probably consider this to be the onII:y' way

of preventlng a Bolshevik invasion into Armenia proper.

i 1 MUS T be _remembered.that-in 1919 the ruling-of-th3-British———

Command was_that_the_greater part_of those_districts_should-be

___placed atfleast_temporarily under_ Azerbaijan jurisdiction.

R.M. Donnell, 16._Aug._1920

Map within.

- —— ——— -

A S JE 4 - : e U

I do not zee why such a serious view is taken,~ The occupation

" doe! S not make Azerbaijan and Turkey coterraneous and Azerbal,]an ;‘,

and Persia were already coterraneous.




/

Cd. (Commander) Stokes' view is_that_Nakhitchevan district.go.

to Persia,

The Armenians probably couig‘_,nqj;__help__themselves,,.

P.T.0. Jack Tilley, 16 Aug,

All-that-can-be said-is-that-the-Armenians-probably -—-——--m—

could.not-help.themselves--But-there.is-no-dis guising -the —————— -

fact_that_the situation.is.very serious _-as far as-Persia-is -
~concerned.and.I think the Official.at Tiflis was quite right .
in making out_to_the_Armenian ‘Goveinment ~that we_have _bee_n e
badly let_down by thems _ _
When-we-get-the-rest-of-his-tel.-I -think-we —should @ e e s
peove_his_language. .- ' — ”
He |
L Amended copy of the Tel. and draft re.p]_.y_'q]_'@ now ammexed.
) Jack,

B i _.28 Aug, -




TURKEY.

Decypher. Unsigned (2 Tiflis via _Constantinople)_15th Aug..___~_~;

Do 11,10 peme 1Sth August 1920 L

R. 10.25 _a.m.‘-léth August 1920 .

No. (R)

VERY URGENT,

Armenian Government_have informed.-me that- agreement ———— -

concluded by them_ at_l‘n.fl:\.s yesteradyAugust~10th~mth—_—e—~—~

Soviet rep;tgs_entatlve_Legrand.whereby;,--as-a,wprellmnazy%——;

to final peace nggqciajéions__to_be_continued_in-,Eﬁiran—-

Armenia has agreed to temporary_ occupation _by.. Bolshenks S —

troops of Karabagh Zanguezour and ¢ a11 Nakhltchevan _south

of. Shakhtakhti. Legrand- has commun:.cated to-Armenian-Gow~- T

vernment_that_Bols hevik _troops-have-already- advanced-by ———————

rail towards Tabris and that_on July-31st one-Eliava

Bolshevik emissary to_Mustafa_Kemal proceeded to-latter's—— —

headquarters via Maku and Bayazid.

I expressed to Armenian representative my. amazement. .. .. ..

at this reversal of 'l:h_e;;,r__prvejvz:Lo}lstec::'.siorL.1:epor’l:ed.;'m.Jrr.sL_&_w

| telegram No 315 of July 6th V(Qpns_t_antinople_;No,229),_and..._ e

said their consent to Bolshevik occupation of Nakhi-

tbhevan Whlch opened the:Lr mx road km into Turkey and North

Great Britain and was partlcular]y deplorable at the moment

when Armenia had just received British munitions of war.
L Armenia (apparently end of telegram  missing, correction
e [ ——— tofollow)e




AMENDED COPY

POLITICAL

TURKEY,

her. Commander Luke (T:Lflls) Via Constantinople.
Pecyp August 11th.1920,.

D, 11.10 pem. August 15th.1920.
’ Ro 10. 25.a.m. August létho 1920.

No 355, (R).

VERY._URGENT.

Armenian_Goverhment-have-informed-me—that-Agreement —————

concluded by them.at Tiflis.yesterday,-August-10th s-with

Soviet Representative, Legrand, whereby -_as_a -preliminary:

to_final peace_negociations_to_be_continued-in-Erivan

Armenia has agreed to_temporary occupation by_Bolshevik. .

troops _of Karabagh, Zanguezour and all Nakhitchevan.south_ . ___

of Shakhtakhti. Legrand has commnicated to Armenian

Gocernment that Bolshevik troops have already advanced ¥d by

rail_towards -Tabriz-and-that-on)y-July-31st.-one-Eliava-

Bolshevik emissary to_Mustafa.Kemal-proceeded-to-latter's ——— —-—

headquarters _via_Maku.and __Bayazid,

I empressed ;bo,ArmenianJepres entative_my_amazement -

___at this reversal of their _previous_decision reported in.my. ...

telegram No 315 of July 6th. (Constantinople_229)_and

said that their consent to Bolshevik _occupation_of_Nakhi-

tchevan which opened their road into _Turkey and _north




GreatBritain_and was_particularly deplorable_at.the -moment————

when Armenia had just_received British munitions of ware ... .

Armenians_defended their attion_on_the. grbund that_they.._m.w- —

could res:Lst no longer and zsserted their continued loyalty ... . __

to .uEnten’c.e o-They-also-claimed—that-time -which-they-will-—————-—

gain_ by negociations.to_be. conducted.at -BErivan will-enable —-——

. ,v_,wthem._tofoxjg‘anize _Purther resistance. if Bolsheviks_ do-not ...

not _satisfaied that their military position was as _desperate_

as they cla_j,m_-_thogghj;hey_.we,re_midou,btedly,_hard passede

Text of agreement follows by flrst opportunity, I will

endeavour to go to Er:Lvan shortly. .

Addressed to Foreign Office No 355, Repeated to

Constantinople No. 272, Teheran 12k.

- (9959/13l1/58)

CAUCASUS

POLITICAL . . I

__Cypher telegram to Commander Iuke (Tiflis) . . . -~

Foreign Office, August. l9th 1920, 6.0 _peme . .

Your telegram No 355,

Your: language approved.




remimmemenomereere B0 00, 371 /495 T 0. E.794,3/13L/58

Commander. ILuke, Tiflis,-6th-July,-1920,

Armenian Peace_with-Soviet

StatesnArmenian~Government_inform-him~their~De1egation-

at Moscow_have_received.proposal,-as—essencewof—preliminaries

of peace, that districts of Karabagh, Zanguezour,-Shakhus,—————

and Nakhiighgzan_be_provisionally_occupied-by_Soviet_troops

until Soviet Government in capacity of arbitrator,.-has

decided boundaries between_Armenia_and_Azerbaijan.

Armenian Government has sdomx instructed their responsative__

to reject this condition, and have informed Soviet that_they

will not receive Soviet representative to Armenia until

peace is signed.

Repeated Constantinople No 229, Teheran No.110.

Minmutes

: 311
This_telegram-read_in_conjunction~with~telegram—No—ii&*from-*~"“~**~

Tiflis_shows_the-possibilities~of-the—Soviet~preparations—for

subjugating_Georgia_andmArmenia,;I£LSharur—Dara1agaz‘and-ﬁ—~—~"w——-

Nakhitchevan were_to.remain-in_the_hands-of—the-Armenians

ired
1argg,po§ieswpf;jroops_Wpu1d~be_requxxt~to~dislnge-compara-~———-~—

tively small forces of Armenians_holding_the_mountainy_ran-

gexs and a junction between Soviej_troopsminﬁAzerbaijan-and_,__m,uf_

hatimalists =(Kemalists) in Turkey would be impossible.

Whereas if the above two provinces are held by the Soviet,

Armenia can be attacked from the East and south through




easy country.

probably meant_to.refer to_that._part.of.the-former r--’I‘qucish«-— '

Turkestan-in-the ~19.5;’1; -line-but-one-of-the-telegram-is—————

Empire_boarding.on.Armenia_and.Nakhitchevan-called-by-Turks —————

Turkestan; not_that_part _of_ Rus sian_géntral Asiausually. oo

known_as __‘I‘urkesi:an.

i

-The-Armenians -are-themselves-engaged-in- occupyihg -these —————

disputed-territories,-If-the-Soviet-want-to-turn-them-out— — ————

we_cannot keep the-Armenians-and-the. Russ:Lans have-a - Seflim

Dblance_of legality. i'or__'bhelr._.proposal in _the part -that- 'bhe—~-_-_—-

Armenians_are_Soviet Russian_territory in _.dlsputeg{ between———

_ two states. o
Akisn2 W.0..__ ‘
T R D.Q. Osborne SR
9T
oy We must hope the Armenlans will hold out, but we cannot o
_ well express approved unless be clqg_r to support them - .
which we do not. _
. JsckTilley e
97 |




POLITICAL

CAUCASUS

Decypher. Commander Luke,(Tiflis), July 6th, 1920.

o 053 AeMe July 6th. 1920.

.15.p.m. July 8’ch 1920,

No. 315. Vegy Urgent.

Clear-the-line, ‘ 3. , ' — -

: (2Am)- officiallyminfomed -by-Armenian-Government-that I

Soviet_Government.has_(group.omitted_2received). following. .. ._

proposal_to Armenian_Peace_Delegation_ Moscow. as_essence_of

preliminarfes of (Zhonourable) peace namely that districts_of

Karabagh, Zanguezour, Sharur, Nakhitchevan be provisionally

_occupied by Russian Soviet troops until Soviet Government in

the capacity of arbitrator has decided boundaries between

Armenia and Azerbaijan. Armenian Government have instructed

their.,v.repfesentatives -to.reject.this_condition.-(?2and)-(2espe~ ..

cially)-(2vigoydrously)_resist.any_ Bolshevik (2attempt to)

(7affix)_it by force,. I

They_have_also_informed Soviet that_they will not

receive Soviet representative to_Armenia who _has_already.

bee—,n“.nomi‘nat.esl_gin_mxﬁgn,,mqnq- Legrand, until peace signeds

Sov:Let proposal is evidentlt excuse for effecting ,Junctlon with

Turkey (Turkestan) and for invading Persian Azerbalgan.

Addressed to Foreign Office, No 315, Constantlnople No

229 and ("Teheran) No 110.
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FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF THE  ARMENIANS

e i et e e it e e e a0 o o e o . e e e e i e e g e e e
e b

( The Union & Progress Party had draws up a projeot, a copy whereof
"follows) :-

MMIY

Takilg advantago of articles 3 & 4 of the statute of associations, to

=dzsa.llow a11 Arnzniun associatlons, to arrest all those who are im their
: nanagemant and 311 those in-aaid associations who for a long tzme have
.been acting againat the govornment of the ITTIHED and to aend then to

-Asuoh provinoea as Mossul or Baghdad, and to externinate them e1ther along

the roaa or im said localities.

amp

. To take away all kids of arms that are in the possession of the Armemians.

A ATy
To use every'ﬁeans in pfeparing'the publio opinion of Mbéiems;A In suok

localitlas as Van, Erzerum and Adana, where the behavioug‘hf Armenians

haa alroady oaused disgust to the Mbalems, to organize and provokn ineci-

-denta, similar to those Russia diad in Baku,

g g s

In pr071xoes suok as Erzerun, Van, MhmnureteeleA21z and Bitlis, entrust-

} ing the task of suppression ent;rely to the people, to pretend that the -

‘soldiers amd agents for ynblic order are beimg used to prevent the mas-

sacres, whereas in provimces such as Adina, Sivas, Broussa, Ficodemis

and Iznir (to use them to massaore the Armeniams).



2 -
| W AV X
v'.l!o effect the auppreee:.on part:.cularly in 'bhe case of men below 50 and ,
: _to school teachers. To retain the girls and children to be comverted
| to Islam. V |
i MIHX
To eliminate the fmliee of a.ll thoae ‘who have ‘succeeded n eecaping

and to tgh such measures as will out off any contact they may have with

our country. . R
ok Lz y”
To. expel ﬁom_ theldminietratien departments all Armeniam Enpldyeee who -

vork with the govemeht, nider' the pretext “that they have been ep_ying.‘\

k. 4 vizz /}

The nil:.tary authoritiea will suppress in an adequate manner all those |

, v(Lrneune) who are in the army.

pr\/&* £1xy”
-To 'begin the operatioms (for suppreeeion) everywhere aizmlta.neonely and

thus, not to leave time (to the Armen:ums) to prepare their defence,

(x)”'

To be exoeedingly ca.reful, in order that the seoret of these inetruetions
be well kept a.nd be kmown by only ome or two persoms, ' A
The argunente of the Turkieh press against the aunthentioity of this |
dooument are jmvelid, ' ‘

The Arnenian newepapers were unable to publ:lsh in time the ‘photocopy of :
the origi.nal terb, beoause they did not w::.eh to denotmoe the person who

had - securod ‘for them a oopy ta.ken from the original



A1l the Armenians of Cesarea will be transferred to the Sandjak of Aleppo.
(1)

OilyArisnisn Catholios will make exoeptios.

( 1II )
A1l their stores will be closed and sealed by the gendarmerie,

()
It is forbidden to sell the furniture and the effects in the homes
abandoned by the Armenians, the seller and the buyer of such will be
brought before Court Martial. | |
| (v)

The Armenians who will be leaving, will deposit such sums as they do
not need in a bank in their own name or else they shall have them
transfef:ed to the name of a parent who ié away (abroaﬂ). |

(vz)
Every person must, within a delay of ten da&a, remit to\the government
a list upon which will bevindio:ted the quantity of money that he is
to take with him, the quantity of objects and effects that he will
abﬁndon in his store or home, fhe status andllinits of his properties,
(immovable), .
| (viz)
The oconvoys that will effeoct their preparations within the ten days,
will leave by way of Nigdeh and we will help in the transporﬁ of the:

most ocumbersome of their effgcts.



—

(vxn)

The coachmen and donlmy drivers must, as a rule, h:.re their means

o:t tra.nsport at the prioes fixed by the governnen‘b; oonsequently,

~ there i.s no: need vwhatever that coa,ohes be hired right now and

" elevated prioea and in a.dva.nce.

()

The functionaries of the 'gendamrie must see to it that the convéya

- are a.lwaya acoompa.nied by aentinels and they must watch over the

tra.naa.ot:.ona that may be effected along the wa.y. :

(x')"

"It is posszble tha.t the Arnen:ui.ns who are to. leave should have debts

to pay . to those who are staylng, in such cases the debtors must draw

up & tally of their debts, whioh will need no staups a.nd which will

be remitted to the gov_ernnent,- on the other hand, the creditor must

establish his oredit,

(xx)

v o o o o s o o the text has been marred,

(xIx )

In order to 1eave their lamd (properfy) Y nn.ximum delay of one month
ahall be given, whoever is ready within this delay, will so advise the

competent authorities and the a.rt:wles of his store will be set down

‘and registered by a oommiss:.on.



( 11T )
. The government will dislodge all those who are not ready within the
said delay and will set them on foot if other means of transport is

unavailable, The gover’mnent will necessarily take care of the chil-

dren,

‘August 4th, 1915,
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British Embassy
Washington,
March 8, 1920,
A/
My Lor?:

With reference to my despatch No 288 of February 2lith, I have the
honour to transmit herewith, copies of a resoluation introduced :Lﬂy,hé
Senate on March 3rd by Senator Kiying of Utah, expressing sympathy with
the Armenians and laying dowm, in somewhat peremptory language, the
mli‘bary and political steps to be taken by the Allied Powers ﬁi'bh a
view to securing their permanent liberation from Turidsh rule. In the
debate which ensued the failure of the Pregident to lay befé:e the Senate
the report presented by General Harbord after his tour in Trans Caucasia
and Asia Minor was severely criticised, the reason alleged for the Presi-
dent's action being that the report opposed the acceptance by America of
any mandate in Turkey. Mr. Medill McCormick, after striking a note of sym-
pathy with the obligation incimbent of their Moslem populations, displayed
the cloven hoof of anti-Treaty partisanship in a passionate peroration in
which, after emphasising the impossibility of any line of foreign policy
being adopted by Great Britain in the Levant or in Central Asia without
full regard being paid to Moslem ’susceptibi_“l.ities s he went on the claim
that: "The prejudices of a polygamous potentate may be more important in
determining the final decisions of British foreign secretaries than the
views of a majority of a Christian House of Commons. The Masharmedan popli-
lations are to be represented in the assembly of the League of _‘Nations by
the member for India. We pledge ourselves, if we assent to the treaty on
The ' .

Earl Curzon of Kedleston, Ke.Ge.,

etc., etco’ etc.’



2 | |
the terms submitted to us, to guarantees which are likely to lead us to

the support _of that very policy which Lord Bryce and the Senator from Utah
Jjoin in condemning.™

The Resolution was ultimately referred to the Commitiee of Foreign
Relationse o ‘

Since the date of my despatch No 288, press opinion has hardened
against any settlemenf; which will Jleave the Turks in Earopee The "New ¥ York
Times", which is ordinarily friendly to Great Britain, begins a leading
article on "Horor and the Turk" wk with these wordss "Having taken all the
_. Turkish territory that would be useful to Britain, Mr. L&oyd George is
willing to let the Turk keep the rest.t Mr, Hearfst!s elaboration on tle
same theme may be left to the imagination, Alone the Boston "Christian
Science Monitor™ strikes a friendly note in a cable from the London corres-
pondent which represents the reported settlement as avowedly a "second best?
solution necessitated by the refusal of America to cooperate. _ |

Criticism of the reported "partition® of Armenia, while widespead
and bitter, remains vague and i1linformed, Mr, Gerard!s Committee alone
.appearing to possess any definite ideas as to the popﬁlations and territo-
ries which either are, or ought to be, included in the terms Some comment
has been aroused by ihe fact that Mre Lodge, the arch-obstructor of the
Treaty recently sent a strong message of sympathy to a big pro-Armenian
meeting in New York. _

~ I have the honour to be

with the highest respect,
%

¥y Lory,
Your Lordshipts most obedient,
humble‘servant,

R.Ce Lindsaye.



66th Congress,
o Se RES. 325,
2d Segsion.
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.
~ March 3 (calendar day, March 6), 1920.
Mr. King submitted the following resolution; which was referred

to the Committee on Foreign Relationse

RESOLUTION. o
Whereas the recent outrages perpetrated by the Turks in the
Marash region of Gilicia, by which sixteen thousand Ar-
menians were massacred or perished from exposure after
being forced from their homes, afford one ﬁ:ore example of
the inveterate malice of the Turks against the native Chrise
tiang inhabitants of Armenia; and ‘_
Whereas by the terms of the armistice with the Turks, concluded
on October 31, 1918, it was expressly stipulated that "in
. cgse of disorder in the six Armenian vilayets the Allies
reserve to themselves the right to occupy any part of
them"s and
Whereas it has been fully demonstrated that there can be no relief
from these intolerable and ever-recurring omtrages, except
ish military forces and irregular
by the utter exclusion of mwmmw??wﬁ/w/w#/#w###
armed bands of Turksy and Kurds from the proper territories
of Armenia, extending from Ararat and Trebizond to Alex-
andretta, and comprising the six vilayets designated in the
armistice with the Turks; and



Whereas it is within the power of the allied governments to sum-
marily terminate these outrages and to rendeem the pledges
given for the complete territorial rehabilitation of Armenia
and the restoration of the national life of the Armenian
peoples and '

Whereas the victory of the allied and associated powers over the
German and their Turkish allies will have been in vain for
the ratification of the conditions in the Near East unless the
territorial and political rights of the Armenians be vindi-
cated and restored; and

Whereas any further temporizing with or toleration of these out-

ragedos conditions or arrangements, which recognize Turkish
sovereignfty in Armenia, will be pregnant with future dis-
orders, wars, massacres, and would constitute a cowardly
default of duty on the part of the Christian powers: Now,

therefore,' be it v

Resolved, That the Senate of the United States does

hereby express its profound sympathy for the Armenian
people in their present distress, separation, and suffering.
Resolved further, That it is the sense of the Senate that

the allied powers which accepted the capitulation of the

Turks in the late war should now impose terms upon the

Turks for the complete liberation of the Armenian people

and the vindication and restoration of their territorial rights

W o =~ O NP W N

and political independance, and that adequate military

S

measures be forthwith taken in conformity to the terms of



H BB R E

the armistice with the Turks to occupy Armenia, to expel
all armed Turks and Kurds from the said six vilayets, to
protect the inhabitants against a recurrence of these dirorders

and outrages, and make them secure in their persons and

propertye

E 1973/550/hk
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OF~THE iNTERNATIONAL_MILITARI_TﬁiBUNAL

o OF NUREMBERG. _(_Octeber 6, 1945).

The following acts, or any of them, are crimes

‘coming within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal for which

there shall be individual respdnsibility:

"As Crimes_ against peacet

namely,mplannlng,,preparation, initiation or;waglng-_

of a_var of _aggréessiony _or a_war in violation_of interaa-.”_af

~‘tional treatles, _agreements or assurances, or partlcipatlonﬁﬁ.

"in a common plan or congpiracy fo:ﬁjhg_agppmplishment_of

any of the foregoingy

By, Vor Crimess

namely, violations_ of the_laws_or_customs_of -wars

Such_yiolations_shall_include,_but.not;iimited_to,_murder,

ill:trsatmentagr*deportation;tn.slave_labcrmorﬁfor;any;otherg;

purposey of civilian population from_occupied_territory,

murder or ill-treatment of prisoners of war or persons on

the seas, killing of hostages, plunder of publiec or privatei

property, wanton destruction of cities, towns or villawes,

or devastation not justified by military necessityy

Ces Crime against Humanitys

namely, murder, extermination, enslacvment, depor—_

tatipn,_and,gthgn_inhnman.acts_pmmmitted_against_any;civiaHWMM




e & st eson e wreem

2

¢~_~lignwpopu1ation,;before_orAduring_thenwar;“orﬁpersecution.

on_political, racial_or religious_grounds_in_execution_of or

in_connection with any crime within the jurisdiction of the

of the country where perpetrateds




\

GENOCIDE CONVENTLON

(December 9, 1948)

: *“Having&consideredhthe.declarationmmadewbywthewGenQralwhm
Assenbly.of _the United Nations in its Resolution 96 , dated

December._ll, 1946, that_genocide_is a_crime under internatio-

nal_lav,_contrary to _the spirit and aims of the United Nations

and_condemned by the civilized vorld;

Recognizlng that at all periods of history genocide

has inflicted great losses on humanity,

and

Being convinced that, in order to liberate mankind

from such an odious scpurag,‘international co-operation is

requiredy

Hereby agree as hereinafter provided:

Article 1

The-Contracting Parties confirm that genocide, whe=

ther~committod-in—time-of_peacemor.in_timeﬁofﬁwarg_is,a

crime-under-international law which they undertake to_pre—
vent_and to punishge

Article 2

theﬁﬁg;lowing acts committed with intent to destroy, in

whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious




groupy—as *SUChS

a«-Killing-members-of-the—group}

b.—Causing—serious—bodiiy~br'mental"harm‘tu“members“““““

ofthe-group;

ce-Deliberately-inflicting-x-on-the-group-conditions——

of life calculated to-bring about- its—ph351cal—destruction

'gn_nhole_or;in party
d.,Imposlng_measuresfintended_to_preventHbirthsmwi--m-

thin_the groups

es—Foreibly-transferring-children-of-the group o

another—group;

Article 3

mhp-following.acts_shall—be—punishablez

a.*ngocide,

be_Congpiracy to_commit genocide,

ua—Dlrect*andvpublic~incltement*to conmit “genocidey

dv-Attenpb-to-commit- getocmde,

a;~Complicity—mn«genocide;

Artiéle 4

. Persons‘committing_genocideﬁor_any“of_the_other-adfa

enumerated_in Article 3 shall be_punished, whether they are -

cqnstitutionally;respdnsiblewrulers.“public_officialsTor__w___m
_private individuals,




__THE_RESPONS1PIE_OF_GENOCLIE

TO_EE TRIED BY COURT_MARTIAL

Treay of S8vres (articles 2HPx 226-230) . . ... __

Article 226 -

__of the 1aws _end_customs of war, . who are gpecified- either by ——

name or by the renk, office or employment which. they-held -

: wgmundermthe-Turkishmauthgritiesiww«~w;mem!mhmuww¢~m~«~;«f¢~~ww~iwm

Article 227 - o |

Persons guilty of criminel acts against the nationalg—-

of onec of the Allied. Powers_shall be.brought-befors the milie

__tary tribunals of that Povers ‘
| _ Persons puilty of criminal acts _against the. nationals

of more than one of the Allled Pofers shall be_ brought .before_ .

military tribunals composed of members of the militany tribu=

nals of the Powvers concerned,

In every case the ‘,accusea.fshall.«be‘entitled‘.ta'-mme—-~~__~-—»
_ _his Qsm_‘_counsel., ' L B

The Turkiuh Government undertakes to furnlish all docu~




ments_and information of_every_ kind, ~the_production_of which

_Jjust appreciation of rebponsibility.

the incriminating*acts,_theuprosecutmon_ofwoffenders_and_thefﬁ___<

Article-229

to
The_provisions of. Articles,226~nnd 228-app1y—similar1y—-
to_the_Government_of the States_ of_uhich_territory;belonging

to_themformer;murklsthmpire_haa_been_or;may_be-assigned,_in_____

so far as concerns persons accused of having committed_acts

contra;y;to the laws and customs of war who_grg~in_the;terri~

tory or at the diposal of such Statess

Hi

Ifwthe~persons—in—question—have—acquired-the4nationali-——-

'

ty-of_one & of the said States, the Government of-such-Stabe

undertakes to_teke, at_the request _of_the Pofer_ concerned-snd— —

in_agreement with it, or_upon_the_joint_request_of_all the Al—_

lied Pofers, all_the measures_to_ensure_ the prosecubtion_and

punishment of such persons,

Article-230

i

The_Turkish—Government—undertakes—tp—hand—over—%owthe~—————

1 Allied Powers_the_persons whose surrender-may be-required by

the_lattei;as#being-responsible_for;the-massacrés-commi%fed

during_the;continuance_ofuthe_stateﬂoi_war_on_territory;which

__formed part of the Turkish Empire on Ausust 1, 1914,

|




Thé-Alliedmrouers_:eSGrve_tp.themselves;the_rightétd
designatemthemtribunal¢whichmshallwtﬁxxxx_try~thampersdnsMso,-
accused;_and¢thg_murkish.Governmentwundertakes;xo;recognisé,wuﬁu

sucthribunalg_

Ih«the;évent~o£*the*LeaguéMof~Nations~having-created~ﬁ~«~‘
in-sufficient-time-a-tribunal-competent- to-deal-with-the said —-
massacres,~the-Allied~Powerswreservewtomthemselves»thé~ﬁightrwm«

'lzc»~.1:>:|:'i.ng~:bhewauzcvuss:e(l»‘1:;(;::':5:0113~menwt;:loned,-.@'a.bove...‘ne.'ii‘o:r.w:a».suc:hQ-‘b:r.':i.-»_--,w

”_bunal,_andmthe‘murkishmGovernment;un&ertakes_equally.to;récog-_m,

nise_such tribunal,

| —-vith-in-this-article,—

\ee....__.The provisions of Article 228 apply to the cases_dealt
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- &
Expropriation of property excluded o

A prov131ona1 lav concernlng the node of ezproprla—
(’\ Teade % ce HVQ»

}?tlon of 1nmovab1e property‘%@d gone into force)the day
of 1ts promulgatlon, February 3, 1914, 1

’ h To this prov1 ional law, "Regulations of Exprbpridnr
tion for Public Purposes" was added to.the Ottoman Cons—
titution promulgated April 30, 1914 as the last amendmeﬁt
of the provisions of the law, 2 |

The Provisional Law provided the right for the Muni-
cipalities to expropriate immovable property,(fhe purpo"'>
for(uhlch uaSJthe publlc welfare. The ovner of the pro-
perty "shall have the right to enter an oppoultlon [;1ght
to appeal %] within nine days from %K¢ date of service

'or pmsting of nobtice" ., ?

Exprop@fpxlon of property regarded necessary for
publlc purposes, can only be taken after payment 1ufﬁade
to the owmer at a pricc fixed by the Qourt".i%

The regulations explicitgly statéd that " the owner

cannot be deprived of his rlghi before final payment of +the

wholc sum is made Y, 5

1. beranulation of the Ottoman Constitutional Laws, the-
Y§}QZQB_&szgi_E£§§;g§_Q§HJ the Municipal Law and -
Yggiggg_gggggﬂgggg s Baghdad, March 12, 1921, published

by the Ministry of Justice. %. 1. p.6Gl. o

2. Section 1, 2. ps 65. 3. p.63, Section 32,
4, p. 63, Soctlon 9, '

5. p.65, Scction 3.



v
| ’Le’LquuL
Tor exproprlatlon the consent of the owner(muut

be respccted: "After payment has been made of the total
amount due fér the expropriation of property to the
owners who have conscnted to ‘accept it, the transfer
of the title~deeds of the property...u111 be effected
with", 6

TH¢ By reason of the Tavu of Deportatlon, Armenians
- a2 Lo tS A A Attt qa) s 4
| vere aorcibly &epnrtcuAfrom their homes. Armenian owncrs
of immovable propexrty at thevtime of the%§ deportation,
were magsacred, died of starvation or survived., In these
three instances they did not receiveq any nbtice of the
expropriation of their propertmfl;ﬁs constitutional
- right was no longer considered. The value of thé pro;
~perty was never paid to the rightful owneg;,also, in
cases of susival, Arﬁenian ovners of immovable property
. never consented to the expropriation of their property,
and 05§é;§51;y-wq#€/never pald the value of their pro-
per'by- v |

“herefore, all tronsactions of expropriation of

imnovable property belonging to Armenians must be coﬁ-
sidered null and void,

Afterﬁ%guzane Treaty, Armenians made protests, pe-

rlodlcally, eveﬂ%%ﬁg%yfycar glalmed their propcrty. They

arc clalmlngﬂnow.

@Zwe}’V1olence en&y prevalledx;%z.Myvﬁ%W»dﬁ””

6. ibid, p. 66,»Section 14,
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THE RESPONSIBLE_OF GENOCLDE

T0 BE TRIED BY COURT_MARTIAL

Treg§ of Sévres (articles 2%2x 226-23%0)

Article-226

of the laws end customs of war, who_are_ spec1f1ed either.- by_w—w—

name or by the rank, offlce > _or_employment_which they held

under_the~Turkishwauthorities.

Article 227

Persons_guilty of criminal acts_against-the-nationals-

of one of the Allied Powers shall be_brought_before_the_mili—_

tary tribunals of that qug:,

Persons guilty of criminal acts against. - the nationals

of more than one of the Allied Pofers shall be brought before_

military tribunals composed of members of the military tribu-—

nals of the Powers concerned.

In‘,,_e_verywcase.”.'bhe_accused.shall_be*entifbled»—-tc»—name_A=

his own counsel,’

Article 228

The—Turkish—Government—undertakes—to—furnish*&ll*docuf“*”*




ments and information of every kind, the producﬁign_gf_which

the incriminating acts, the prosecution of offenders end the

just appreciation of rebngg}Ei}@tyQ

Article. 229
to '
The provisions of Articles 226 =mt&t 228 _apply similarly

to the Government of the States of which territory belonging =

to the former Turkish Empire has been or may be assigned., in
_.be _assig

S so far as concerns persons accused of having committed acts

contrary to the laws and customs of war who are in the terriF

‘tory or at the diposal of such States.

if_thempersons,ianuestion,have;acquired_themnationali:%ﬂm

ty_of one ¥ of the said States, the Government of such State._

|_undertakes to take, at_ the request of the Pofer.

in agreement with it, or upon the joint request of all the Al-

lied Pofers, all the measurcs to ensure the prosecution and =

e Article 230 | | o

~ The TurkishWGovernmentwundertakes_to“hahdmover_to_themu_m

Allied Powers the persons whose surrender may be reaquired by

the latter as being responsible for the massacres committed

during the continuance of the state of war on territory which

formed part of the Turkish Empire on August 1, 1914,




_~WW?hﬁﬂAlligd,PgmerSmreservewto“themselvesqthewright—to

designate the tribugal;which_shallwtﬂxxxx_try;the~persdnswsoﬁm»m

3accused, and the Turkish Governmgnﬁ*undertakesbto_recognise;__m*

such tribunal.

Tnmthe_event«ofnthe~League~pf—Nations—having—created*ﬁ“**”

in_sufficient-time-a—tribunal-competent-to-deal-with-the-said——

massacres,mtheMAllied_quers*reserve_tofthemselvesMthewright~~~ww

to_bring the accused_persons mentioned_above_before.-such-tri———

bunal, and the Turkish_Goyernment_underrakes~equally;to-recog-___

nise such tribunal.

The provisions of Article 228 apply to the cases dealt ‘

with_in_this-article.—
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CHARTER - L

_OF_THE _INTERNATIONAT. MILITARY TRIBUNAL

_OF NUREMBERG__( Octeber 6, 1945). . . . .

<EheA§9;lpW;gg acts);gr any of t@g@,yare crimes

coming within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal for which

there shall be individual respdnsibility:

A. Crimes_against_peace: : | ' o

namely, planning, preparation, initiation_or waging

_of a _war of aggression, or a war in violation of interma-

tional treaties, agreements or assurances, or participation

in a common plan or conspiracy for the accomplishment of

any of the foregoings;.

B. War Crimes:

namely, violations..of the _laws_or.customs_of war. ...

Such”violationsﬁshall_inclﬁde,_but,notllimited_to,*murder,M“;_

ill-treatment_or deportation to_slave labor or for any other _

purpose, of civilian population_from_occupied teeritory,

___murder or ill-treatment of prisoners of war or persons on

the seas, killing of hostages, plunder of'ppp;;qmggmp;;ygggmwm

___property, wanton destruction of cities, towns or villages,

or devastation not justified by military qgcessity;

C. Crime against Humanity:

"AW,mnamely,hmurder,Wextermination,henslaevment,,depor—uumAd

tation, and _other inhuman acts cmmmitted against any civi-
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lian population, before or during the war; or persecution

on political, racial or religious grounds in execution of or .

in connection with any crime within the Jjurisdiction of the
. gt :

Tribunal, whether or not in violation of the domestic law

of the country where perpetrated.
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GENOCIDE CONVENTION

(December 9, 1948)

Havihgwconsideredﬂthemdeclarationwmade~by~the~Generaiﬁww~

-Assembly of the United Nations.in its Resolution.96-,-dated -

Decembermll,_l946,wthatmgenocide_isﬂa"crime”underwinternatio-“_

nal law, contrary to the spirit and_aims of the United Nations..

and condemned by the civilized worldj.

of history genocide_

has inflicted great losses on humanity,

and

Being convinced that, in order to liberate ménkind

from such an odious scourag, international co-operation is

required;

Hereby agree as hereinafter provided:

Article 1

b The -Contracting -Parties-confirm-that -genocide ,-whe -~

ther-committed-in-time-of -peace—or-in-time-of .war,-is-a-——

—crime under international_law.which _they undertake. to_-pre-— ...

vent and_to_punish, S

Article 2

In the present Convention £ genocide means any of \

the fg}lbwing acts committed with intqgtmqugggyggyiwggwawwwi

whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious




group-,—as-such:

a.ﬂKilling_members»ofwthewgroup;ww< S ——

. b.-A-_CaUSing_Seri ous —b odily--or-mental-harm-to mmlembers S

of_ the group; : S - S—
L 'c._Deiiberatelyminflictingmx_onmthe"group_conditionsm_w;
of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction
rn_whole or in part;
i d. imp051nq measures 1ntended to prevent births. Wi-
thin the groups L o
e e.. Foreibly. transferring.children .of the-group-to—
another _group; - \
Article 3
_The following acts shall be punishable:
a. Genocide, ﬂ_;“‘ ~
.. _b. Oonspiracy to commit genocide,
¢ Direct_and publlc 1nc1tement to-.commit gen001de,
- - _d. Attempt_to._ commlt“gq1001de, : ‘ -
e. Complicity in_genocide. - _—
o Article 4
Persons commlttln? pen001de or any of the other acts
enumerated in Article 3 shall be punlshed, whether they are
constitutionally respansible rulers, public officials or
private individuals.




Aded 835
Ankarg beslnci Lolordu komandan11g1

vekaletlne

Pevap.zl_memmuz_JEI_ve 3001—$¢£re11—telegraf

namenin uguncu_maddesindc,_dahlliye_nezaretinin—Kay—
_segi mutaggrrlillélnﬂan;mﬁballag_28,Hayis_351=tar%h

ve 34 maddeyi 1 mﬁhtevi talimat._mﬁnder&catm_mnktazap

saindan bulundugunu. ve nmegzkiir talimat sungti musadaka_______

sinin derdesti takdim olundugu.

21 Temmuz 331

" Farka onbes knmandan veklli

Sehabeddin,

Translation

No 835

To the Acting Commander of the Fifth'Army Corps

in Ankara,

Ansver 4o the ciphered btelegram No 3001 dated

July 21st, 1915 containlng the +third article,

The inaﬁ:ngb1ona_ggmpnis;nn_a&_articlcs,.dated___-__

28 lay. 1915, communicated by the Ulnigirx_gftthe In- z

terlor_/p'the Mutesarrif of Kayaerl, are very important.

é%@%%g;of aforesaid instructions had been delivered by
hand.

- July 21,4 1915, Acting Commander of the

Tititoenth Division

—Shrahabeddin,



{RADEH
Z'EMPERIAI}/\[BECRE‘EJ

OF SULTAN MEHMET VAHIDEDDIN

PROGEATHMENG GENERAL AMNESTY

PROMULGRTIRG

Article 1

Are-granted.-amnesty:— : S - - S

Those_who_havembeenmsubject,wuntil_thewday_o£m~m~~T_

Impefial_accessionﬁ(wRamazan_24,”1556uor~July«5,_1918)_wNmm

L@ _of accusation_of political offence._ . . .

Those who_have been subject O£,§*pglitigalwggmdem:_ﬁ

nation, ratified or not.

Those who have participated to an offence which

brought them to arréstation or condemnation,

Do not benefit, however, by this general amnesty: .

Those.whose_responsibility _derive, in a legal

pointwofmview4”ofwtheMdeportationmof*pertain;elgments-_

of_the population.,

Thggguyhgwhayg*pggg;ggntenced for an offence com-

mitted in political intention, resulting of the excite-

ment of some elements against the others, or who have

participated to such acts.

ﬂWThosémwho«passed_tomenemymarmyMOr_hélpedqthemenemy.w

Article 2

This decree will enter writ of execution from the




day of its promulgation.

Article 3

T_he_ministries—of VWar, Marine,-Justice-and-of————

the_Interior.are_charged;to_carry_out_the_present“decree.

I _order that this_decree_enter writ of execution,.

and_be introduced a S_.a_pro Ject _of law_at_the meeting_of

the Parliament.

Rebiul Evvel 18, 1337,

Decehber 23, 1918,

The,Turkihh Foreign Minister communicated this

decree by telegraph to be published at Berne (Switzerland),

and the Minister of the Interior commﬁnicated the same

decree to the govenors of all provinces and districts.
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RIGHTS OF ARMENIAHNS

First Question:

Do the principles of international commun
right, the Treaty of Peace and other acts signed at
Lauzanne, on January 30 and July 24, 1923, as well as
the Statement of the First Plenipotentiary Turk Ismet
Pasha at the Conference of July 17, 1923, recognize to the
- Turkish Government the rigth to exclude the Turkish ci-
tizens of Armenian race from the Turkish nationality
for the reason that they (Armenians) did not participate
in the struggle called national, or have not been autho-
‘rized by the Turkish Government to take possession of
their homes in Turkish territory? (Consultation, p. 16)

Answer:

‘ The undersigned Councils have the honor to answer
"NEGATiVELY to the first question of the Central Committee
of Armenian Refugees. '

Second Question:

Do the Treaty of Peace and other acts sig-
ned on January 30 and July 24, 1923, as well as the State-
ment of the Turkish First Plenipotentiary Ismet Pasha
at the Conference of Lauzanne on July 17, 1923, autho-
rize the Turkish Gdvernment to confiscate the properties
of Turkish citizens of Armenian race absent from the
country, and the properties of the Armenian Communities
in Turkey? ‘ |

In the case of a negative answer to the
precedent question:

Do the commun international right, the
Treaty of Peace, the acts and Statement aforesaid bind
the Turkiéh Government to restitute to the Armenians
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absent from Turkey, as well as to the Armenian Communities
of this country, all properties confiscated before as well
as after the signathre of the Treaty of Lauzanne? (p.25)

Answer: -

Having established that the measure which affects
the Armenians in their properties could not be a measure
of confiscation of penal order, because the agreement of
t&e Powers and Turkey absolutely eliminate this hypothese,
it resilts, without breaking one's promise and humanitarian
duty, it can not be permitted to the Turkish Government
to procede to the seizure of Armenian properties, which
are not only that one may call disguised confiscation, but
also openly direct confiscations. (p. 29)

The second part of the second Question: (p. 30)

The undersigned estimate that the Turkish “utho-
- rity having not, regarding the Turkish citizens of Armenian
race, the right to confiscate, has, on the other hand,

the duty to restitute.

Third Question: (p. 31)

In case of difference of opinion about the
question of nationality of the Turkish citizens of Armenian
race between the Turkish Government and one of the signatory
Powers of the Treaty of Lauzanne or another member of the-
ILeague of Nations, do this difference has, following the
terms of the indented line 3% of the Article 44 of aforesaid
Treaty, to be considered as a conflict having international
character following the terms of the A@ticle of the Pacte
of the ILeague of Nations, and do this conflict may, at
the request of the other party, be referred to the Perma-
nent Court of International Justice? |

Answer: (p. 44-45)
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Thus, the individuals of Armenian race, Turkish
citizens, and having not obtained other nationality, are
gntitled to pretend to the benefit of Articles3?7 and
44t of the Treaty of Lauzanne, in their capacity of non-
Moslem minorities of Turkey.

And in case of difference of opinion on every
question of right or fact concerningkthe aforesaid Ar-
ticles, between the Turkish Government and one of the
signatory Powers of the Treaty of Lauzanne or every
Power, a member of the League of Nations' Council, this
divergence has, following the terms of the indented line
% of the Article 44 of the aforesaid Treaty, to be con-
sidered as a conflict of an international character fol-
lowing the terms of the Article 14 of the Pacte of the
Society of Nations and this conflict may, at the request
of the party in difference of opinion with the Turkish
Government, be referred to the Permanent Court of inter-
national Justice.
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