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grew gis childhood, There was always something of that haiv e
simplicity about him that must have been in the mind of Jesyg
when he said that unless we becomc 1like these children we =h
shall in no wise enter the kingdom of heaven.

This childiike attitude appears not only in a direegt
way in some of the incidents and writiongs to which I shalj
refer, but also indirectly in s me of those writings in which
he recalis some of his childhood memories.

See,Vol I FPage 68 -9 where he gives & thoroughly sym-
pathetic picture of the chilid 1ife,

+lso see the incident of OStudent days Vol,I Tage 108
-1lo where his full appreciation of the practical joke ccmes
to the servace,
Also an ther 1little incident related inVolII?T136.
corvoi wa ‘U“”‘,"“\«\w—w ?,m_,\,;.;_".uﬁ_. (j)ua»— \\'_l SL':{(‘»‘?,;
A1l this is characteristic./ His worK , his pleasure,
his writings @nd his convercation seemmd to buble up out of

W

the depths of some Tountain of elernai youth, hidden deep
within the recesses Bf his being. He had learned what the
spanish explorer had not learned that if one would fing the
one must look within and not

the fountain of et rnal youth,

in some far away land.

/11 his experiences , all his readings , all his trav-

elings he appropriateg for himself, filtered, clarified,

and sent forth pure , liying , and thirst quenching. He seem-

el to delight to have the rain of experience fall upon him,

1t mattered no whether it came [lrom books, or tavels, so long

as it mame., But he was not a cistern into which the water of

sense suggestion was poured , only to be pumped out again ag

re quired, Rather he HHKXXKH t eated this as the earth does

the rain., It fell upon him, soaked itself in, siowly percol.

ating down through until itncame to some hid en chamber |,
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From this chamber it bubbled forth under the natural pressue

of his buoyant spirit. If he read and absorbed a thought or

a situation, it went throught this process of becoming Sten-

ensonkded. when it came fo the light again it bore the unmis-

takable evidences of his personality. IHis travel stories me

are not catalogs of sights and scenes such as any one might
see, or concerning which one might read in Baedeckers. They
are accounts of the things that one Robert Louis Stenevson
had seen , and reflected upon and appropriated for himself
in certain various journeyings. So far as the interest and
the charm of his stories of travel are comcerned, he would
not make much differance whwere he was traveling. He always
sees the universal in the particular, and he makes you see

it. That is his art, as @ writer and a man, This is one

AXAXPERKAREXERBEXRERAXIRLEBE . of the things that we must under-

stand about Stevenson. There is a certain spontaneuus life
about him that appeals to us who afe so depemdant upon the

externals of 1life for our enjoymnet and pliecasure in living.

‘ t
In the Tirst AXWAKIZ characteristic of sponansity

is the dynamic of the second, Just because life seemed to X
flow out of him in a continuous stream of Jjoy, Jjust because
he abounde. in natural human life, every human being appeal-
el to him and he in turn appealed to all with whom he came
in contact. This appcars early in his student days as he
describes them himsalif. See Vol,I Page 99 showing his circle

of friends in those days.

see also ibed Page 97-8 as showing his Sympathy.

Also his steerage trip, @s norrated in ,Across the plains,

rage 38...62-3 This some characteristic apperas in the rei.
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ations with t‘he South Jea Islanders.Vol, II,Tl?S;S
aiso 183%-4 also 188.

O f course it is nee’less to add that in the kx
life of & man whose sympaihy was so broad and so deep and x
natural, there must appear a great diversity of interests.
He was a kind of a universal man, e have spoken much un our
words of thw time when we shall meet men as men without re-
gard to limitaticns . It may be that the reason why we like
StevensondiE#X is because he out of the very naturalness and
sympathy of his heart has given a living incarnation of that
haunting vision of humen reiationships broader than caste o r
race, Perhaps in his free natural and selfrespecting and man-
respecting cosmopolianism, he has been the prophet of the fu-
ture to which our ideal points.

Perhaps also he is prophetic in that =agacious remark
concerning the relations of men to men, and the duty that we
bear to each other, it least it is certainly repfeshing to
read these words after we ahve been surfeited with the HME¥
cant of inculcatiang moral principles in the lives of others.
" There is an idea abroad among moral people that bhey should
make their neizhbors good. One person I have to make good:my-
self. But my duty to my neighbor is much more nearly espress-

ed by saying that I have té make him happy--if I may,

So much for Stevenson within himself, and in his
social ralations., No treatment of him would be adiquate

that did not take into consideration his attitude towards
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wider considerations, 1 have s that in everything that

he did Stevenson was very much Stevenson. He was very much

stevenson in his selection of the combination of the three

books thet interested and did the most for him. This combin




