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’autnorltles notifying the Armenlang that ulthln flve days

from 1ts datc namely, on Thursday, July lrst, the entlre

‘men, women and children will be oblibed to. turn over to

“Upon their return after the Qax war their goods will be

»has produced upon the people. I have oeong qtronﬁ, proud

- potation 1vallablc. All horses, wabons and VCthleS have

CTRER(zoub -,

t

Oscar S. Helzer, Amerlcan Conuum in Treblzond

Turkey,‘wrote to Henry hor enthau Amerlcan Ambasgaaor,

%

1n Constant1n0ple, on June 28, 1915 : |  “f‘“ .W’:L;T;-p

NI have the honor to enclooe hcre 1th for the
1nformat10n of Lhe Lmbagsy a copy of the proclamatlon

which has been posted up in publlc place ‘bv the’ local

Armenian oopulat¢on of Trebizond and vicinity 1nclud1ng " ¢

Lhe govcrnment ouCh proporty as ‘they cannot takc w1th them

and Lart for the lnterlor, prob bly for Vldgealreh or

"Iosul where they will remaln until the end of the war.,'

: e

return to them,

4 - | . ‘ T IR

A

"it is 1mp0931ble to convcy an idea of the cons~ﬂ“ L

ternatlon ‘and despair the publicatlon of thls proclamatlon

i

wealth) ‘men weep leo children while they told me that 'il\gf;
they had givaen their boys and girls to Persian andrTurkish'ﬁj}
neighbors. L know of one Armenian woman who 1is now in‘Dr.3  ‘f

braaford' houSe who haé'became insane and two other such

‘cases are rc>ortud in thc same vicinity. liany are prOV1dinb

themselves with p01son Wulch tney will take in case tne i
order is not regc¢nded ; v , “1 Ly

AL tGhe pres sent time there are no means of trans-; e

Lo e Cow e
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- f‘_ e been requlsltloned for mllltary purposes and the only way

R

e R **iiorﬁthese pedple to go is on foot, ‘a journey of sixty days

pﬁtulor-more. At this secason of tho year in the heat and dust it

"is simpYyy impossible for women and children and old men to_ ‘
start on such a journey. Even a strong man withuot the ne-
cegsary . outfit and food woud. be likely to perish on such

a trip.

‘"pAs T am not permitted to use the cipher code iﬁ»
doeétnot seem best to send an open telegram to the Embassy
on this subject, but I havé talked with my Austro-ilungarian .
colleaguc who has the privilege to use a code and have re- |
quested him to express my hearty concurrenée with himiin
| rging that some measures bevtaken at Constantinople to
> o secure a withdrawal of this order if possible or at least
a mtt modification so as to spare the old men, vomen ahd
children from such a journey which would mean their certaih“%
destruction. | H‘l
"1 called upon the Governor General (Jemal Azmi Bey),*
and asked if some exception could not be made and he read.

me Ghe enclosed proclamution which he thereupon handed me

saying that he was obliged to follow the text of the proc- )

lamation. He assured me however that he had telegraphed to

L Constantlnoplo asking that on exception be made for Armenians

- in official positions which I told hlm I hoped wOUld 1n—‘ ’g,

’clude the two conoular cavasses and clerk who are Armenlans.
"I enclose a copy of the ”Nc hveret!, dated Sunday,

'hgune'é7, which is the oi11c1dl organ of the Uovcrnment




ey

»6 |
,Nﬁ’iij ”'gt f.k 'pub1ished‘in~Trebizond It contains an article in regard
N ‘ to excesses said to have been committed by Armenians and
Sfﬂ. f‘Ll'_‘%gf Greeks upon the famlly of a lurklsh Emam (Trlest) ab rganerS«}
\Whether it is true or not it is an unfortunate thing to pub- f;;
llsh herc Jth at this Juncture. 1 have been informed that .
- there are no Grecks whatcver in that sectiom of the country,, f
 iwh1ch_wou1d seen to throw doubt upon the whole story. e

‘"Thé people‘are hopeless but are making preparationsﬂ ;

to start on the perllous aourney. I trust that before the 'Lf w
n.‘.)_f, date of departure some modlficatlon may be secured. L
B "As there is nob‘time to'make translation of the
f&i j;‘_two Turkish enclosures before the mail closes I send them

without translation."

The same Consul to the same Ambassador, on June.égL 15

"After mailing my despatch of June 28th to the E@Pas%;ﬁ
 .sy furthér information was recéived from an eyewitness_of“' o
the terrlble sufferings of the Armenians who were recently
- expelled from the vicinity of Balbourt and Lrzerum. A Turklsh f
teamater (Mohammedan) who has just returned from Frzerun |

told & well known Armenian merchant hore,‘w1th tears in his L

eyes, of the wretched condltion.of about 150 Armenian womgn T
and children he came upon near Ashkaleh in a plain ?bbutl;;
ten ﬁours from Lrzerum. Most of them were nearly nakea, éll |
© Were hungry, many were carrylng children. The Turk sald he‘jnyﬁ
gave them all the money he had to buy bread but reallzlng |

— . his inability to do anything for them of 1mportapce and:f j7"”

b




P g e

s %1

----

‘Clrcumotances the Armenlans of Treblzond, who are aware of

: hane which is this v1layet.

/employment‘of the Turkish Government3 but all others wouid:“

. ]1Lt10 children and teachers in im his school, and to rc-

. gram through the Embassy W1th the expectation that 1t would
fnot be stopped and whlle the 1nformat10n would reach the w%mx;
’Embausy first it would notb appear to the local authorltlesf;;u

-‘here that the consulate was- Laklng too active a. part 1n ap ﬁ

7

unable to view their terrible sufferings he hurried avwaye.
"A gendarme who has recently returned from that re-

gion says the deported people are wandering about in the

forcst and on the mountains, some of them naked, having

« been robbed of their honor and their <1oth‘nb. Under these '~

S

' the situatiom there, fully believe that if they are deported

from this place they will suffer like treatment on the jour—

ney before them. It is probable that they will be sent to
Z R

 ‘Hosul or legenlreh, althuugh there has been an effort made .

* %o have the government change their destlnatlon to Gumushg.~w”

"The vali inPormed me that it had been de01ded to
make an excmptlon in favor of old men and vomen, hldOWS§

women expectlng to give birth soon, and. Armcnlans in the

- L

be sent away. v S _ _— B

"in the evening of the 26th I adwised & Dr. Cravi-

ford to sent an urgént telegram’to lir. Peet revarding‘the‘“'}A

quest that an effort be made ln Congtantinople to secuxre an :
exception in their iavor, to include, if possible, the |

women and children bencrally. I offered to send the tele-'

v, T




~§,Mf’i‘ flftesn and males ‘to ten years of age, are belng placed asl‘

'y‘qg,éi, soon as the parenbs are sent off. Chlldren abovc these ages .

;aifalr between the Turklsh government and its own subaects.'ﬁ
” "The Vali (Jemal Azml) has’ agreed not to molest the

}‘aArmenlan draboman and. two Armenlan cavasses of thls consulate.

By .‘

,,5”vn | "‘"hy colleagues the German and Austro-Hungarian Consuls
| 'fare working hard to secure some modification of the harsh
measures, ‘especlally in favor of the women and chlldren,

‘ by repre entatiy¥#fons here and through their respective 1:‘.m--_“i"~*'E

ba551es.

The same to‘the same, on dJuly 3, 1915.

vl have the honor to report that the authorltles are »

rapldly gathering uO gether the Armonlanu, exceptlng the

M

Cathollc Armenians, those in government employ, old persons,

4

widows and pregnant womcn, and sendlng #hem off towards

S Gumushhané._ ‘ _ : . ','n__; X ¥
) . . - )'\/('«

b 'j_ . “The chlloren attendlng the- Amcrlcan school: conducted

bJ Dr. and Mrs. Crawford also those chlldren 1eft w1th them

P

1nto this school all the Armenian children, fcmules up toﬁf,

e b

'
4

go w1th tholr paronts.




:Jmhe eame.to‘the:seee; Jqu 7, 1915.

R . St ) . . R R R S
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.l;r "Referrlng to my despatch to the umbassy of June»"‘iTN“

“'28th )Oth and July )rd rcgarding the deportation of the
| Armcnlans from Trcblzond to the interior via uumushhane andv“'i
my despatch of July )rd to thc Department copy of which

/o was eent to the Emba SY, regarding the suicide of Cavass‘

"

Onahneo, I now deolre to report that the Armenian’ populatlon

of Treblzond Vllayet is estlmated at %6, OOO pereons. The" _Wﬁ
. -t v

clty of lreblzond and surroundlng v1llages is eatlmated at pl“?

lO OOO Armenlans. Of thls later numbcr 5,200 have already g {
g N i

been:sont away. The chlldren, when the parents SO, de31red,

) .,._w

| werc left behlnd and placedtln large housee 1n dlfierent

'1

parts oi “the c1ty. Thore are apprOklmabcly three thousand

such chlldren retalned 1n these homes called bJ the Turksd ;;ﬁ;

’ f“f,jﬂ}\\FOrphanages" | 7i -’~j4‘5' S o

"“1rlg up to the age of 15 years inclu31ve, amd.‘boy..«.“t

i

'xg} to 10 years of age ihclu51ve are accepted. Thmse over thepeﬁ/w

ages are compelled to 0 w1th thelr parents. A number of {fﬁﬂ_

e hArmem.an women and younb ladlos are. retalned in these housee v

M;

“uto 1ook aftor the 1niants and children. The inetltutlone “;_“b

R & _‘\-

are’ vuarded by Uendarmcs and each instltutlon has a Turkish -

é
BRI

'Hudlr or dlroctor. | o ‘ ’».”*!«;,f'fﬁ

"Dr and hrs. Crawford received about )OO children 4

jlnto thelr school from parents uho ‘were being sent away{f‘
hoome of these chlldren were vcry emall and there were a.

fﬁdivhdlfew babies. In some cases the parents left money or Jeuelry

"

to'cover the expenses of the cnlldren, or for safe Leeplng‘l




‘of July, I now have the honor to report that the Catho}rc,
‘Armenians, aged persons and widows were finally sent off~ V'
into exile along with the balance of the Armeniang popula- '

ttion, the only exccﬁtion being some of those in govérnmeht |

. Gumushhané because Dr. Crawford recelved a telegram yester—d;w

10

Of course this was all contrary to the proclamation which

had been-posted by the government. ’ v;,’v3¢%

"The Governor General (Vall) sent word to Dr. brawford

- “that he would be requlrcd to glve up the chlldrcn as the’

authorities were prepared to take care of them, but neverthffw

less left The children a few days uniil arrangements could:

~ be made for them then sent'and took them all away. The aﬁtho—'_

“rltles also callcd upon him to turn over all money and art1~;°

‘ ,“'.

cles of any kind dep051ted by Armenlans in contravcntlon

. to the_proclamatron.d

"Very disquieting reports concernlno the traatment

”of those pcoplc who have been sent awa; are current and

v

vlf‘one hall-turn outvto_be true it will be shocking. ..{‘}

‘ The same to thc same, on July 10, 1915.'

"Pefcrrlng to my despatch to the vmbassy of" the Brd»“ﬂ

LR ! t‘y.”‘:v
cmploy, chlldren,‘preunant women, and sick persons Wwho were 'Nﬁ
placed in hos prtals to be scnt as soon as they wvere able'
to go; o ' : ’ ‘n.i. O

"I appears that’some‘of“the exiles have reeched .




a1
.-ted down to the river to Trebizbnd and a great hany corpséss

'have'been‘seen in the woods Along the road. The condition

of the exiles as recounted by teamsters and others who have

met them on the road is something terrible."

The same to the same, on July 12, 1915.
...The real authority here (Trebizond) seewms to be

in the hands of a commlttee of whlch Nail Iey is the head

and he apparently recelves his orders from Constantlnople‘

and not from the Vali (Jemal Azml).

(Translation)
Russian Atrocities,’

Russians, lead by Greecks and Armenlans, invaded the

-village of Erkens, where they arrested Imam Oghlou Osman

Agha whoi they asked to bring his wife to do the cooking
for thel and on his refusél,they forced him to comply. Thé
poor fellow,’aﬁterbbeiﬁg pres$sed and forced, brought hié |
wife rfom the place she wés hidden.>Now, the wild‘beasts,
who are the enemies of honor.and ﬁorality, tried to send

away Osman Agha by informing him that he was called by the

- Commander. Foor Osmen Agha understanding their intention didif‘

not obey. 3o the brutes, after tying his arms, dishonored
his . '

his wife before hhm eyes and tihen killcd him in an atrocioudif

way tormenting and cutting his body (in) pieces.
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Natlonal Arhives: Uashlngton D.C. 867/h016/187

We _are adding +hpqe A@er-documents ‘to showr what the

ok b A

Amerhnn thq1nnnrv Mary J,_Gpaffam_saw_or;what she-did - no

see or 1Lha‘b she could know about the genocide or what didy

not know nhont_.

—American-Embassy-

Constantinople . . . —

To_L60 . Scptember 13,1915.

The Honorable

The Secretary of State

Washington.

Sir:

Referring to-my-No —hh?;l—wi—th#eSp ect_to-the _Armeniamsri-tuatiion:

_T have +h9 hnﬂor_"bairansmtio you_herem:bh copy-—-of.- a.,letter, _dated .

Auvgust-T7, ~last, -recelvedwi‘ron‘Marf—L‘—Graffam,——an—Amemcan M:Lss:.onary——-

in —Turkeyrgiv:tng—fn rther*detalls ~upon—the-s 1tuat1qnms—1*bf;{9‘qat*-——*4-

present_exists in the Interior with respect to the deportation-o-f—

Armenians-

I-have—the-honor to-be;—Sir;

Your Obedient servanb,

H. -Morguenthau

Inclosure:—as-stated.-




My Dear Mr, Ppc§+'

You_hav Q_Preb&bﬂ—seewé\fr -Partr:rdge—and—hear‘d gbout

our denarture from- Sivas, nnd_perhapS—you-had—lettem—{mme*ﬂthh—

| you T»rould not understand_unlessilr.—}?’.-had—explalned—'bh:mgs%eforehami

I was prevented-by-a telegram—from-the—s:was ~Vali-from continuitg my

Journey with _the emles._Thai;.seemed —to-me-a vexy—greatﬂmstake“on-the

bart of thp covernment,—for—although the*hcrrorsﬁof"the'present‘sa.tua-

tion among ‘the Armenians-are- suffIclenir—thﬂalse}mﬂspmsreports are

S0 mrgc,ihataqepomof—ameye-wrtnesswould ~havebeen of value if

I coul d-have ~cent1nued~the—whcrle~way-*ﬂcw*bhe—e@1anat:Lon of the refu-

sal to-let- -me-go—further-is—that the massacres are to be beyond here

and whatever is said. cannot ‘be-denied,

Jﬂlhen—wewreremready'-—i;o—ieave—Siva'sTbhe Govermment gave

i‘orty-five—ex-cartsfor*theﬂ’ro*‘bé’sta*ﬁts, eighty houses and bovirsnen

none at all for n"rapuplls-and teachers—so—we*bmghtten ex=carts,

two_house;!_arabas_andiflve or-smdonkeys—and—smrtea outs Ta the

comparny- wereall—our-teachers—:rrr‘bhe—Ccﬂ.Lege > ans about twenty boys

from the Cn'l'lpgeﬂand-about—thﬁty-o{ —the—girls schools It was a5 a

k‘ - sneclal_favopi,o theﬁSJ.vas—peopleﬂﬁro“had-nbt—dom an;y-bhmg revolutlonary,

' 'bhat__the _¥ali._announced ~that—the-men- whcrwere not-yetin “prison should

’go with thelr famlws._The_flmt-nlght—we-vere—so—'blred—that‘we T justT

ate_a ‘piece.of bread. and-slep‘t—on the—ground—whereover we"éoula find

a place-to spread—a*yorgan*f’?urklsh ard ATTemian blanket), It was

after dark Trhenme‘srtopped—anywayﬂWeﬂvere’srnearﬂl‘VE"s—ﬁhﬁ ‘bhe

‘vendames—mn«xm% protectedms-and no Specla.L harm was done, but

the qeoond_mghwwegan—ta—seeﬂfhatﬁras—before—uﬂhé‘g’e“ﬁdé’m—es—_




—_______Jmuld‘go_ahead_andﬁhave_long_conversaman_mih_themlla gers_andihan.t

w____&iwd&acunueuhemxabgndjmublﬂh&peoplegnmmm_began_

:“Ato scream,—andibhen-they—would—come—and-dz:ixe—them-away.‘hrgans—andr——.

i v
gs_and all such things disappeared by the dozens

page-2 and donkeys were
_sure to be lost. Many had brought cows, but _from the first day 't-f;ese

were-carried- offﬁoneﬁbywne_untllanotwa -s 1ngle -one_remaine det_:Ls -

needless_to_say that we get accustomed to being robbed, but the third

day a newhfear_taok_possession.of_usv,_and_tha'b.was_that;bhe;men were

to-be-separated-from-us-at-Kangal.-We-passed-there_at noon-and-aside

from fear nothing special happened. Our teachers from Manjaluk was

there-with kheommey-his ~mother-—and _sisters. iI‘he;phadJefb —the village

v Wl'blL‘bhe_I‘eSi _of_the women and children, and when they saw that_the

men-were _being—'baken4> ££f to be killed, _the_teacher fled to_another

—vildage—four-hours—away-where-he-was-found-by--the-police-and-brought ———

safely with his family to Kangal, because the Chavoush (gendarme officer)

who_had ﬁak@n_themﬂmMnjaluk_wanted_‘hyc\sﬁsister:._I_fonnd_ihem_Qoné__

fined-in-a-room.-I-went-to-Kaimakam-(Goverhor) and-got-an orther for

uhem—to come—with-uss p

AL KangaLsome of the Amenlans_had_become_lslams_and had not |

T’ \

ieft-the-village,-but-the-others-were-all-gone.-The-night-before-we—| —-
had spent.at Kazi Mahara which. uas_empt;)c.lhey_sald_thatﬁﬂ avalley

near-there-was-full-of-corpses.-At ~Kanga1-»-we -also-began-to-see.They —

‘ uere;a.company_ofwold_t'romen_who _had been robbed of absolutely every-

thinge-At- Tocat—the Government-had- first-imprisoned 'bheJnen,*andafrom

—'bhe_pmson_had_takgn_them_on the,_road. _The preachers wife was in the

company-and-told-us—the story.-After they were gone, they arrested the

- —




““MQMMMMWWMWW
_There were very f‘ﬂw_yeung—women-ep-ehﬂdren.—All—'bhe-yeunger-women»ané-——

_ children were. 1ef’c in Tocata

'oape 3. — : Radvelllw(Proi;esi:ant_Mlmster)—AvedlsmhaS—w

seven- chlldrenrOne was_mthwur—school—and—the—othera:u&remalned :m————

Tocat without father or mother to look after them. For three days they

had been without food and after that vlimed_onjhﬁims_ﬂompamr_whoghad._m~

f;_noi*yﬁucsLmuch.thenﬁteioolced.aLthevae.coﬁld'_not-imglned,hat.evem—*—

the sprinkling of men that were with us would be allowed to_remain, and

we not Jong to remain in doubt, for the next days we heard that a special

Kaimakam-had come—to-Hassan Chaleb(i)-to-separate-the-men,-and-it-was— —

with- terror 1nAour41earbs~’ohaHe—passed through—that)v*lllage#about-noon —————

_ but. we_encamped,and,_ate,_,,our‘suppenln_peaceandﬁven‘_beganxod;hlnk~

that it was not So perhaps when the ¥udir (Sherif of the willage), a_

regular-scamp-came-a round#vithAgendames-and—be gan-to-collec t-the-men———-—

saying that Kaimakam wanted to write their names and that they wowld -~

be_back qoon,_but :bhe—nigthaSse@n&onl%on&mn-wm&@ckwfrom—

those_who xrarijaken,Jajgll;bhe_smxy_nLMLLexery_manJmsJomelleL_w_

7]’ to_give upallius_money-andrwere_:taken-tg«pmson.vThe-aexb—mornlngxhey
! collected the men who had escaped the night before and retorted fortv

VI/ i‘:Lve » Jiras : fromwour"company Qn_the prom:.se tha’o they_would g:l.ve s gen-L_,_,_
_*__hﬁda.rmes__to@r@ecm.ﬁnuompamra&suppnsedimb&imm one_thousand
1 t,o_threefthousand%pe_rsons_._qu:s_was_pgrhaps_‘h-ro,jhousandv,and_the_gma,-,,,,,ﬁ,; e

o ,_-best_number_oLgendamesqwould_be*ﬁxemorﬁsﬁx._In-addition»—to ~these ——————

they sewed.a_red rag-on weimﬁiamMuHagerand%aveiwm a

A{gunand he- had-the-&‘mght—to—roban&bu!&y—m—all—he—pleased,—when we———--—

T
complained they would explai n?q_thaiLcheI‘_v:.llagers_could_sew_redJags__




on thelr arms and_come_and do_what_they pleased..—

Dage__h i : o Bl‘oken hearted the TTn’an

| continued their j,ogrnegc.‘mlr_bQySJIem.noi_touched _and-two-of—our

teachers being smal Lesc:aped~a.nd—w,\tL{!;l.—be«a.Agreza,%:»lfxea:x‘_p*as~=t‘fney‘—can—stay—“w

with the compan:}gw()ne_uas;bhe_teacher whom—we ~took—for-Turkish-last————

sumer-from (‘onstantlnople,»and—thewother—tras—the—one'whcr—was—m—(}ons— )

tantinople with me_and was_the Pmszkdent_of—the—Swas—E;-I«I;G.—Ar.—lbhchael—

Effendi-was—in-prison-in-Sivas,—but-all-the-others-were—takens The Hudir—

said they had gone back-to—S:Lva&ATheAH{Hagers—whom—we—smmﬂi decﬂ:ared—

‘that 21l those men were killed-at-onces

The question of what becomes of the men who are taken-out of the

prisons and those who_are taken from the caravan-is—a-profound-mysterys

L

I have talked with many Islams and I cannot make up my mind what—to

helieve,

As énnfﬂas—the—men%e%us—%e—’hﬁ&sh—habaﬁ&s—ecoaémm—bem—ﬁ

to_rob the women saying "you-are all going to-be-thrown-into—the-Tolma

[N (PRSI SUsouves S SN SO

Su,—(a-—river),—so-you-might-as ~wedl-your-things—to-as-and-thenwewill——

Stny_by_youa nd-try—to-protect—youls—Bvery-Turkish-women—that-we met———

sa1d the same thlng._’l‘he worst were the gendarmes who really did-more
or less bad things,. One oi.gux;school_g:_rlsmere“cameM:ﬁf_the—

Kurds_twice.but:nencompanionsanadwomehi‘us s —tha-t—s he-was—brought——

back,-I Tfas-on—i',he—mn-aé!:El_—'t,l'ze—1b:m1e~f.l:c‘em—ene—end—cf ’che—company—'bo—the—

other, My hat was very big and Kurds a’lwavs made_frs ned_with-me._That

is the p'l a ge\where_perhaps_wewughtd;o—have—workedmorerand—where -wWe

miphf, do something_iﬁ;this_sountry_is_to_be_inﬂuenced_by—us,—Ehesef

robbi ng_nmrdexﬁ.ng_Kurds_are_ce»r?tairﬂy—the—best—loolci—ng—men—l—have»seen '

in-this—count ~——Thﬁy~steal—your—goods'butvnot*evexythxng—i‘hey*drnot“***




takeﬁyiounj)read-nor_ynuﬁstick%

page 5 When we approached the bridge over the

=

Tokma Su it was. -certainly a fearful sight. Asﬁfar_as_ihe*eyeﬁcouldﬁsee———

‘ a
__over_the plain was_this ropd q1ow_momlng-11ne—ovaXearts;—I‘or—hours_

not_a dropof water on-the-raod-and-the sun pouring down its-very—hotm-——

teqt; As we T~T@nt~on—we—began—to—£a114s:y;the—way.——The—Kurds—xfforldng—in—f*—

the fields-made-attack-contimally-and-we-half distractedsI piled-as

many as I could on. our wa gnns—and-bur—pupilwoth%ys—ahdﬁfb—worked%

like hproes.»One—gi-rl-took—a—baby—fromii:ts—dea&—mother—and carried-it

until evening. 104 Another—carned-a—dy:LnHomamuntll—shewdled;—We

ou ght—water from—'bhe—l{urdsmo%ﬁrnnd:mg 'bhe~beat1ng~that—the“boys were

__sure to get with it. I counted-fortysnine such-deaths-but-there-msb

have -bee n-many-mores—One—naked-body-ofa-woman-was-covered with bruisess

I saw the Kurds robbing the bodies ofthose-nob-yeb entirely deads—I—

walked or rather ran hack and forth until we could see the bridge. The—

hills on each side of the bri epe—:whlte—mth —Kurds-who-were—throwing——

' stones on_the Armenian’s_who were slowly.- uendlng.thequqay to-the-bridge.

I ran shead and stood on the bx:idge_in_'bhimdst_Qf.a_crmm_aLKurdsi

untll I was‘uaed_up‘~I.dld_noi._see_an5Lone_thrcwn_1nto_the_1mi;er,—but——~
: 'hhPy_sald_and_l—beh)/eve%hat—an—ﬂmas—that hastdone-handwork for-me—

for years was thrown over the bridge by a Kurd.-Our Bagvellils-wife

was-—riding-on-a-horse-with-a—baby—in-her-arms-and-a—Kurd-took-hold-of
her 'bo,;bhmw_her_ovehiimdmmhen—énother—Kurd-said—she—hasa~baby—

in her armsh nnd_theynlet.her*go,f._Ai:ter-—erossin'g—the~bzidge—w‘e—found-——%

all_the_SiYas_peaple_who;ha;dJ.eit;before_us.uaiiing_by;ﬁhe—ﬁirepa&——'——%

well as-companies-from-Samsoun,-Amasia-and-other-placess
| The Police for

page-6 ‘




;Jheﬁrﬂjmé_began_to ~interfere-with-me-here-and-it-was—evident-that———

something was decided about_me. The next morning-after we-arrived-at

this bridge they wanted-me ~to-go-to-Malatia; -but-TI-insisted-that-I-had—

permission-to-stay-with- the~Amen:Lans s ~the-next—day howevertheysaid

that the Mutessarif had ordered me to come to_Malatia and that the others

were going to Kyakta. Soon after we heard that these are going to-Ourfa

there to ‘mﬁ'm villages -and-cities—stc.

I came here_and-went-at-once—to— the—comander—a—eaptaln -who-bthey

say has made a foLtune_outjf_these_emles,-l_tdlhm,hcw_l_had_gone—_

to Frzroom last winter and-how we pitied-these-women-and-children-and

ST

T'!:-lshed~me—tof—help—them~and-l’linal{ty~he—gave—u}—urgingme-not—‘bo*go—and

sent me to fhp_xm:tt.essaﬁf.—The—latfber—is—a—Kurd-apparen’crly—amc—ious—to

dao right 'hhing,_but_hé.ha,s_been.sick—mosi;—of~the~'bime-since-—he—cam&,

and the 2 boys* here have hweew had things more. or less their own way

and certainly horrors have been committed-although-it—is-hard-to-believe—

arnrthing_aLall._Lsugge&ted_’:bhai:_the_ﬁommment_here_telegraph—tO—SivaS—-
and understand_that.I had-permission-to_go-with-these exiles-all the— — —

way,—and-the-answer-is-said—to-have—come—from-Sivas —~that-T-amnot—to

go_beyond there,

Mrs_Bauernfeind-was-formerly-Miss-Christeefel who-was —in—our-orpha=——m

nage for '+-hw=e.yeaxs_at_Sivas, -and—they-were-very-glad-to-have-me—for

they have a very difficult problem on-their hands and were-nearly-with

the hm'rnrs_the:) have been-through-here.

pageJ! I wrote-various-and-sundry—letters—

to you, also post_cards, in the hope that_adding them to what you might
have heard from Mr._l?gr:bridge, s—you would understand my situwationand .

could perhaps-get permission from-there for me to_go—to-Ourfa-and-stay:




until some plan for 'relief can be made, fory unless relief can get

~_-____tn;bhese_Amen1ans_qumk13L,_ihene_nnll_be_feerevlters eyenj.ﬁ_sgme______

of the men-are-left alive to get there. The Mutessarif and other of

ficials hez:e_and_Sivas_haxe_reaime_ordem_from_Consjantinople_again_

and-again-to-the-effect that-the-lives—ofall-these-exiles-is-to-be

n'r‘n+PPtedand_i‘rom_thelrﬁactlon&and~fmm:ohe1r_actlomishould_gudge_
certainly received have received such orders, bu

’e»they' nmst»have/mﬁrderegt a—greab- many—1n~every—c1ty. Here-there ———-
certai
were-great—trenches—dig-by--tl “soldiers-for drilling purposes. Now

‘thpqe_t.renchesm4&filledmp4nd¢he&uerfeind&saw_caxtts,going___
back from the city by night and Mr. Be when he was_out to inspect some

T~rork4heMasmavingdon%4avrﬂwdﬂbod;)m-rhich-»hadvﬁeﬁdent;]%.z.been_pu]led_

out-of—them&trenches_—probably—by—do gs«—He-gave-word-to-the-Government-——-

with the _result_that_his_two_servants_who were with him were sent for.

by—under-officers, saying-that-the Pasha wanted, and-were rurderdde ——
The Beledieh.Reiz_(Mayor or Chief of Municipality) here says that every

male—ovex-—‘oen‘yeam—old-iswbeing-qrmrdered ,~that—not~oné -is-to-live

and-eve ryﬂ-romaﬁmverdfifteen.—The~tru’ch— seems-to-be -gsomewhere ~between—-—

these_two_extremes.,

I saw the w—ifé of Prof, Vorperian and other Harpoot or vrvather

~ Mezerk (Mezre) women here. Her story is that of the five Professors

in-Harpoot-College four were-frightfully. tortured in.prison,-and one.

died-from-the-effects-of-his—troubles—while—the-other-three weretaken——

on-the-road-by-night. —

_page-8 They_believe all,such to be dead. Prof, Vorperian

wa s-taken-in-prison and_another man was_dreadfully. tortured before him
'and he was told that he would suffer the same unless he collected guns

and gave informations. He was so upset that he was sick in the hospital




until the f amily came with ~the_other exiles here-to-Malatia.-The—im————

1 great style having given enormous_bribes_ in Mezerch for safe-conduct—to—

Ourfa, One family had thirty-two-donkey#-loads—of-goodse Whenthey arri=

N —ved here the women were put-into-the Khan-and the-men—into-prison;-some
say in arﬁf_@gm_mlilding,_The.memrere_taken.i‘rom-here-seeretly~by—-———

night and the women were robbed of their woney and-started-on—the-raads —

"1\

. 0.
Some women suc_c_@_de,, in g efoi}j.ng_to.fl:i.nds_hem._As—yet—the~Ma1atia~women——

are here 1n.‘bhe1r—houses, —This—professor- has—a*daughterforteen_yeam—“ T
old xrhlch_a_Ihlazm_(oﬁ.‘lcer)—notlced—on—the-way~and~began-’bo—beg—'bhe—_

parents to g:,ve_her_i;o_h;m—aS—hls-t.-n-i—‘e,—thej—tmed—-every—dev:me—bcrkeep‘—

herd until here, but were—finally—foreed—to—give-her-by—the—threats of——

R _
other and ,b;'i ghp'r'r offs ""Y‘Sf—NOW—She—haS—gone—back—-tQv-be—}rj_s—wj_fe,—wi‘bh—*“—

her parents_consent.

—%;Jmmﬁwmﬁherﬁs-e%%&n&—ofmnjemﬁere—

the general opinion is that a1l are—to-be-killed—in-a-valley—five—or-six——

hours from here, but-my-opinion-is-—that—the—journey-from-Sivas—here—is———

a_sample of what it will be

" :
page 9 f,&r_’oher_on_as_faLas_protection—concerned,m

but after this_’o,he_wmery.narmwandﬂeep,—and—whereas—so—i’ar‘they‘—_

have hadﬁxcarts,;aﬁ;er~tﬁs—%hey~vd~£!.—%nve—nothing*but—what—'bhey?a‘ri““—

carry on their backs, for beyond-here—the-Government-furnishes—no—trans———

portati nn4¢hatevep,~not—a~donkey—nor—anything;-’l‘hmged-are“not—a'l‘lbived

to remain behind, and-will-most —of—them—faﬂi—on—the—vray.—BWS‘undeﬁen

f and_g:i.rls,.under_four:teen—are—accepted«here-as-orphahs.—More;tha“,rl—ei‘ghﬁ“ "_

hundred, “prac‘olcalif all—from-Sivas—province are heres The Govermient
A&delng.lm—best—buvmrw—vrem—31ck~a1ready~and theyare dying off——

pmﬁpmpﬂhaiﬁsmdenﬁna@marw—%n—li—dle—on—thelrﬂay,—but——mamr-—
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thousand will arrive on the Ourfa plain 'absoluetly destitute, and un—~

mkwmmumgﬂheyjmceﬂamlv starve. _
My greatest bgect_;n_gglng_vmh_t_esg_@n.lams_to_help_them.__
rret started there. I\hny_have_xehtlves4n_alLsontswf.places_to_Whom~_—

. ﬂouldqrmi,eyga?d-}i-could, in-my-own-estimations—be —a—clh}‘.nnel —by-—whibhh—
" 3id could get /them._Lam not_ln_any_way;!_cnialcn.zmgthe_ﬂovenment.

Mrsq’wof—theﬁh:'bghex!—o;E‘—:i‘—iciest—ls—atre‘—aﬁ;—i‘.hei—rw;—:’u’ssendl“oo#.;imp—-’f,heseuabg,’u.ses——~

— : : and carxy—out'étheﬂ)rderéﬂ»:hith—'bherhave-récei’ved,—bttirfbhiSAafﬁood
and it carries all béi‘.ore._ii:;;Nmfl.thinkviismouldfbe_perhaps-besi,—for‘-—

me to_h,alr,e_pemﬁssibngs;sodn;to;do_someihing._i;hope_t@have_pemisim

sion as soon as possible _-to_go_i;é_the._ilnoni;,_but—i'b_ma,y_‘be—thai;—none“;n

irlll have —the—pmmle ge-at- «pres ent +HMoney

—page_10 : - : » SN will be needed in nn11m1+pd

amounts—but—l—i'btlemeney~wi—th~care-and—advice—will—do?much.~I khow

Slvae provi nce_pretty thorough]y,,and_l could manage-to do_cons:;.derable_

"'OOu-

T have trd Pdwto wm:be only:._whn’r I have qppndand J¥mown to_bew___

: +rue.—The repox%s~and—the—p0351b3:1rb1es are-very- mam#,«but-‘bhe ~exact—

truth that we kcmw at best calls for our most earnest prayer and efe

fnmﬁo¢MSmmeJew near- to_many_durlngihese_davq-

Sivag.

I-£ ‘qa]:'ly—gave -up- hepe-of—get’tflng pemls51on—'bo~go ~to-Ourfa- and
came h'ack here, Our orphanage-is. allowedi,ovremaln Lrom. dayAtO day.~————,

T ‘L\,Aggverner—ls —rvery—amﬁous-tovhave -me-stay-here-and—for-their-sake-
T may_do_ite The longer I_stay and the more I see, the less hope T

have_of—seeing—-awwfmﬁpienmagain.,...I{y'._great-desirefis to-go—to

— - Qurfa and-try—to—save—a—remnant+s MrsesSewny-is—also-here-and-readye———
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We have not-had-any-word-from-the-Partridges +The prisonis-almost vas

cated-here-and-the—turn-seems—to—becomingfor—the soTdicrs .

Their-hope-is—that—the work 11 Hold oute

Mary L. Graffam,
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) Zon J.C
867.1016/269 .
American Embassy _
Constantinople, _ March 21st, 1916.
. ] ._.-._-_,_-.-A..,,,,.._The-‘,Honora,b;le L : ' ‘ e
I | __The Secretary of State,_
- ‘ S —.Washingon.
e Sir: —

T‘.have:-;fbhe-honor‘Tto_«transmit»-herewith,—-in»-duplicate ’ B

S : copies ~of three despatches dated -respectively June-30,-1915,

July. 2li, 1915 and December. 30,1915, relative to_the depor-

tation _of Armenians and ,,fhe_‘general_.,c onéitions _resulting therefrome. _

e - " The-delay-in-the-transmission-of-these-despatches-is-due—

S P —— to.-the-fact i—that ~the- oﬁ ginals,—forwarded-by-the-Consul-at-Hare ———r

---~pu'b -during-the-summer-of-1915,-were-lost _in-the-mails s—and-the —— e

e VEYY. Slow.and uncertain.-means-of-postal-communication-between

e Harput_and. Constantinople_has_caused.further. delay.. -

! I_have_ the_honor to.be, Sir,

Your obedient_servant,

o AL @eArwBHILIP
‘ N _A - -
L ) Enclosures: ‘
______ _ Copies of despatches dated June 30,
e duly 2k, December 30, 1915. o
—_—
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. No 82
s.—.-v‘ ,
American Gonsulate

Mamouret-Ul-Aziz (Harpout)

' _June 30, 1915.

S N ___—Hono'rable -Henry-Morgenthau,
e American-Ambassador,
e — o —GONS TANTINOD1E .
Sir: . e
... . 1nhave the honor to_report to the Embassy éboll_‘f: oneof
the severest measures ever taken by any government and one of the

greatest tragedies in all historye. If the Eknbaséy had not already

e _and_28th_and my. brief_despatch_of June_29th will have brought the

—eme—-] €arned-about-it..from_other _sources ,_‘my,.telegra.ms,-oiLJune_Z'chh e

e matter to_the_attention_of the Embassye ..
The_attention_of _the Embassy has been ce.llled,_v in previous

espatches_from this Consulate, to_the very critical situation
d }

d

' y
here. My _despatches of April 19th, May Sth an§ June 2nd (File

No. 80.1)referred to the general conditions and the fears of the

o (File No._360)._In my_despatch_of June 12th (File No.300) I.

________spoke_ of the actual danger in which the American missionaries

e
o _and the complete.interruption_of all work in the American schools

people-that-a-massacre-was-being-plammed. I have reported in .

- ties-during-the-last_few_months_towards the _American missionaries

frequent-despatches -the hostile.attitude of the local authori- . ..

in. johis;_pa,rj}_oi‘ Turkey are now placed and in my cipher despathbh

____of June 2Lth (File No. 300/840.1/703) I gave some further details



of-what-has-been-happening-here, -~

|’|

As--stated-in-some-of-the-above-mentioned-despatches,—a

revolutionary-movement-on-the-part-of-some-of--the

| pagE-2)

4o _wWho were suspected nf being participants_in _'bhe,,moyement,.gl?ractical-

R ____Armenians was_discovered.and-severe.megsures.were_taken-to.check .

cmrom—-1be. These were undertaken.in.the wholesale matter, little distine-__

oo tion being made between.people who were entirely innocent.amd. those.

_ _-“_.._.i?._he‘_..mo_se.’g_,,,_cingl_,__th:tm:gs_..}znder which some of them diede Several hun-

~emer-dred -of-the -leading -Armenians -were -sent ~away--## -at-night-and-it-seems — -

i o e - cfl_ea.rly~ established-that -most,-if-not-all, _of them were killede ..
e .} Last .week there were well founded_rumors._of.a _threatened massacree. .. ...
_.T think there is: very little _doubt_that_one was._planned. ;

oy feere e AnOther_method was ._founc‘l,,_hmrever, .__to,_destroy_‘the_Amenian-___*___w
.

ce..This_is no_less than_the deportation of the entire Armenian

_population, not_only from this Vilayet, but, I understand, from_

all six Vilayets comprising Armenia. There are said to be about

__...sixty thousand Armenians in this Vilayet and about a million in

____the six Vilayets. A1l of these are to be sent into exile; an under=-

taken greater, probably, than anything of the kind in all h:Lstory.&/

.. For several._days .last week.there were_rumors of this but it seemed .

... dAncredible. .

. )._v_.____...w._On_n§atur_day,_,.June,-28’oh, _it_was_publicly ammounced that all




%,
I

I

le——___Armenians_and_Syrians_were_to_leave-after_five- days«-The-tovm-of—
w

oo Mamouret-Ul-Aziz and the city. of Harpout-were.divided into-dise—— -

fe. . _tricts and notice was_ given at each house of the day when the oce - ..

———

4. cupants mst leave. Two days are given for Mamouret-Ulsdzize July .. .

| ... lrst and third. Three days are given for Harpout, July lth, Sth and
LToE e it
6th, In these two towns,

page 3)

supposed.-to.contain-a-population-of--about-10+000,-there -are-probably — -
T

",‘--nOtAleSS ~than.15.00-0r-18.000. Armenians,- or-at-least-three-thousand ———

S ..;__.,--fbhesevafe -to-leave-a-few-days-later.

families, There are as many wmore in the neighbouring villages -and - ——

|

The-full-meaning-of-such-an-order-can-scarcely-be ~imagined————

— by those_who §are -not-familiar-with-the-peculiar- condi# tions-of-thigs—

——— isolated region..A_massacre y-however horrible-the word -may-sound, ——--- — -~

|.______but a wholesale deportation of this kind in this country means. a .

would_be Hhmnan;é ~in comparison with.it..In.a massacre many- escape - —— -

. ~~l Aingering and perhaps even more dreadful death for nearly every.onee. .. .

-I_do_not _believe it_possible.for-one-in-hundred-to-survive s-perhaps-—-——mwu-

I not_one_in_thousand.

—_ The _alleged _destination.of_those.sent_from. here.ig.Ourfa. .
e but T know very well this_does_not_mean the_city of Ourfa, It may __ ..
_______mean the “esopotamia plain to the southeast of that_city, a region

almost uninhabitable for man or beast. Whatever the destination may _

_be, the journey from here in that direction at _this season of the

h;year is very difficult for one who has made careful ,prgpanajiohs
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-and-travels-by-wagone-It-is-for-the-most-part.-over an.extremely..

hotf -piain -in-which-there.-is _,.very:_li'btle _water_or. ve ge’bation. S

There-are.places _where_there_is_no _water. at _all during an entire

. _.day's_journey-by wagon. A _crowd_of women_and _children on foob will _
el ____of course, require_severazl days_to_traverse the same distances.

They._canno#b,mgo_from,_here__tb_()pri‘a.‘in“;ess than fifteen or twenty

days.. There are_only two towns and two or three small villages

e _page-l)-

on-this -route.-It-would-be-impossible-to-find. in. these villages -

e fo0d-for-more -than-twenty..or-thirty_ people.and there will be days

ceer.—and -days . when neither food nor water can be obtained. People on

4 foot. cannot_carry enough food and water on their backs to last

__+than between towns. Under the most favorable conditions the journey

is a_very fatiguing one ( I am speaking from experience, as I

i e _%raversed that_route.twice last_summer on my attempted trip to
O __America ._ande__return.to_.Hazv'pout);._Eor‘_.p.eople;i:,l.‘ay_eling_§§.A.!?b9§§ __; o
. I w..,_,_,..,.J\.rmenia.ns _who_are_going into_exile will be obliged to travel it
| i certain death for by far the greater part of them, e

_m_M_‘___;_Itv_musj;_be_‘pgpn_in;@nd that wagons and horses are prac- |
_______ﬁticgl]ygﬁa_.i@il@_ble. There are probably not more than twenty-five -
_-wagons-that_can-be.found for.the five or six thousand families _ ___
i __who.are.leaving from this immediate locality. There are several
- hundred. oxecarts and quite a good wany small donkeys, while some
_ e ____people.are_planning to_ take cow_on which to carry a little food
- e and. a. blanket or two. This represents every available means of
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transportation in this region-at the present time.-There-are-not

nearly_enough _animals_of any kind to_enable each family to-have .

one and it is obvious that nearly every one will have to_ travel.on_. ...

foots A few of the more fortunate families will have an animal or

two on which the women and children gg.n‘jbalge;_tums~riding,#butﬁ_ﬁ

there will be many cases where a mother with a babe in arms and

several small children, and no husband, will have no animal at all.

The.fate of:these-people-can-readily-be-imagineds -The -method - ——

...is,,A.fJerhaps,.a_.Jittle -more.cultured _than-ammaséére_.but At will-be e

e Far more. effé c'bive._ahd,.thorough. _It is_quite probable. that many.of ...

of .
. Filled with bands/pillaging Kurdse. 7 o .

‘ }/ them will _be,,; robbed and murdered_en_route_as_the roads are now . . .

o P2EE 5) - , e
I asked the Vali the other day what measures were being taken for _

the protection of these people. He replied that there would be

plenty of gendarmes with them so as to.avoid a repetition of the

fate which had befallen the prisoners who had been sent away from

here beforey, and added that they had met some Kurds who had trea-

ted them rather unpleasantly. There is little doubt that these Kurds

had_been_engaged _to_dispose_of_thems._ Many think, ~and.it is-by-no ...

means_improbable, that the_same_fate is_being prepared for_ those . _ .. . .

_who are now leavinge. It is quite possible that the men may be e

| killed, the more attractive women carried off as slaves, and the

\ / o
_other women and children left to éprish in the desert. In any case,

it is quite certain that almost all will die in one way or another
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D@ LOTE _they.- ever-reach -their-destinations

One.thing that-increases -the-doubt-about-their-safe-arrival — ——

oo eXception of one small party from the latter.place,.none.-arrived-.......

anywhere.is.that.quite.a_good.-many-people who-have-been-deported—— -

__.from Erzeroum and._ Erz:'Lnd an have been.expected-here, -but-with-the -

4

__.as yet, while there have been many. rumors _that these. parties have .. ...

_A]Qf-;gn_‘a@tgckgd..gnd-kiue.d by _Kurdse Money has_been sent_here for __

_different ones but _no one_of them has_ever appeared_to_claim ite __ ___ _

Anotherlxgé___pmen is that the Vali has rei‘gse{d_,p_emission\

——w..for any. of the Americans.to -accompany-the -parties -1eavj_ﬁg_here.;,.,__w--.. -

_______Some_of the missionaries decided that _they-would ¥-like to-go with — .
‘ ... them in order to_be_of assistance_to_those who_might_need helpe i

—..._DOn Sunday, the 27th, I called _on_the_Vali_about_this_and_other . ~

matters. This request he refused absolugtely saying it_could_not

—

* the Americans might then join them if they wished. As probably

very few, if any, of them will ever

.. page.b)

-—wreach their destination_ this was_a_safe offer.. If it.were intended .. ...

oo to give these people a safe-conduct. to.any place there would pro-__ ...

! _bably be no objection_to the ,,_Améxicans‘_accompanying._’ohem._On_.'bhe B

v

---—.—...Other_hand,_as. the.roads-are : decidedly-unsafe-now,-it-may-be that-— -

e the _Vali -didinot -want.to-take-the-respons iblity -of-allowing-the — — ——

oo Americans Jé-.ﬁskwtheirflives -in-this-way.-Or,-perhaps, the Valits-— -

suggestion_that_the_Americans might-j oin-these-people-later-was




e an intimation that the ,missionaries,,.alsdmay be invited to--eomm i en

Jleave _in . the _near_fubure.

e ____In_‘mr_.__telegramé,..of._June ...27.th.and4.28th..,and,.in-a-.."celevgram ........... —
; . .. from Mr. Riggs x to Mr. Peet ._.onA..'bhe__.28thv,we,.<spoke-o:f,‘-.the~.need,-_.,____-~._<-...
I for relief at the_f,desij;ination_,and;I,_suggestedi-a'sking.__aidirom ......... -

L | America. To what ‘e'x‘tgnt{‘_ipmmay__be_mpossible__’c,o__,aidv_:bhesé__people ......

______ and how it can be done is a i)roblein. There is_great_danger that____

) N they may nearly all be killed or allowed to perish en route. If
—em they-arrive- anywhere it-is- st:.]_'l:-doubti‘ul :u'.' ‘they will-be within——

vvvvvv - - ﬂomunlcatlon. My--opinion-is-that-the- few}—s/ rvive the—-;]ourney*-* I
— will. be-taken-to-some-remote- -part-of-Mesopotamian-plain-—many————-

- e days! _journey.from. Ourfa.v.-oi'--ary---»other---town.~Shou1d-—they-~be B
_ - thin_reach. of Ourfa.relief might-be.arranged.-through-the-American-————
e Mission _in _that_town -dor._throuvgh“.our_-‘g onsulate.at.Aleppo.-In-any—————

oo Case, there is going to _be terrible suffering. and_grea'b_need_of _______
v help among those who_survive the_journey. Those who were. i‘ormerly ..... _
rich and the poor will al:Lke ‘be. destrbu’oe. If any_ possible meaw . . ____.
N _Sures can be taken for their relief I feel that now_the time to._ _ .
~ begin.
. It is impossible for.-me 'bo give.any adequate-idea-of the - -
_ _.panic in_ this locality that has resulted.from.the.announcement -
o....of this order of expulsion..The people_ have.been-given-four-or .-

_six days to dispose_of everything they have and leave..For.the ..........

.....merchants to wind up their affairs in that _short time is diffie
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household and_personal.effects,-The -result-has-been-a-panic

cult. If is also.difficult-for-householders—to —dispose~of “their

e me - p s e

such as _has_never been.known_here.or- in-few-other-placess-Every B

one who is Vo..bliged,_to,leave,,.is_i-,xy-_ing_to -get -together- a-1ittle——

.money . to._take_on.the -journey.-The-Turks-are s—of -coursey taking "

manner. Turkish men and Turkish women-are-ente ring-the-houses ———-————
1=

-As e

nearly half the population are leaving they_have to_take what — . -

they can get. This is rarely more than five or_ten .fiérv, centy, of .

ng originally. one . ... _

.Rugs_that _cost_five or-ten-pounds-are s old-for-fifty-or-seventy--————"""-

’ five piastres.._The people.are- glad-to-get-anything- atwgllmfor S —

e | advantage_of_the_s ituation-to.-get-things-at -practically-nothings—
' Robbery _and looting were -never_undertaken-in-a-more-wholesale
- e
of all the ém@nigns..._and_tald.ng_:bhings._at_almost_anyf-price.
[ the value. A];l:ﬁ :the furniture in a house costi
or two hundred ppunds, will be sold fgr_;l;gn_,oryfifteen;pounds..M_
A

\

_their merchandise_or_effects «-The streets-are-full-of -hamals [ )
_carrying of the loot and of rich Turks_and Turkish-women-dressed——— -
__in their finest gowns, who_are _making a_holiday of_the-0ccasion e —

The scene reminds one of a lot of hungry vultures “hovering over ...

the remains of those who have fallen by the way. A_more _disgusting_m___,.
sight than
S E .~_page,--8)’———' — .

short-notice-was-so-great-that-on-Tues day-six-of-usy comprising

—&hm -which-is-taking-place-here-now-can-scarcely be imagineds

ceiiieveeeeo_The - difi‘icuity-— for -people-to-get-ready to-leave at such

(\)’ f?OLL.’t‘ijl ZA & T—;ml/{u'.% W o gl o'ﬁ /')J‘La(c,‘c U
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_practically the_entire” foreign male_population_ of the_town,

called on_the Vali unofficially to_enquire if it would be pos= . . .

sible_to_have a éreaterg,lenght_of,_time__giv_en _the_people before

leaving. He received us verv__qogi;tegusbf_,bu,t_said_,.that was_impose

sible, We did succeed, however, in having a clear understanding

that we could help the people in certain wayse The Vali said

) there was no objection to our kymg buying things from them or

having them -l@ayg_thgiI:.mone&_in,_our.care.,#-Ehg _Kaimakam has in-

terfered in carrying out _'p_}}_:i:g'_p_lgpg_sg s but on the whole we have

been able to do quite a good deals The Missionaries have also

tried to furnish the people with medecine and other useful arti-

cles for their journey and some of the poorer and needier ones

ha.ve been given cash,

During_the_last_three_days_crowds_of people have visited . -

the Consulate and the American Mission for help of some kinde Many -

}

have wanted financial assistance, while others have wanted to

|} leave things in our care. They have brought money. documents,

jewelry, furniture, and many other things. I have taken docu-

ments and some money, while the missionaries have taken much

more than I have. Some have left money to be paid in any 95“_?"?"9? |

elatives in America, but most have left it on condition that if

nothing is heard from them in four or six months it is then to

be sent to their relatives.

[ SR,

page 9)
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‘

they_are_going to_certain _.death _and_they. certainly have_good.reason

to_feel that way. Their_confidence_in_the American missionaries and____

)_in the Consulate_is_touchings_Some_of_them don't_even want_to _oouht ——

__the ,mgnsir,-i‘:he,y.ire, _leaving. They hand over_ the savings of_a_life~

_time with the simple request that if they are not_heard from after

o\ a_few-months.to-send -their money-if-possible-to-their-relativese ————

><‘f A1l real state.belonging to Armenians will be. confiscated by .. -

-the_Government. Many people will_ be unable to_dispose. of their per- _ ___
_sonal property and will probably walk out_leaving their houses and_

stores with a11_th@ir_gont,ents,o*T,ho,s,,,e,,who,ha_vhe._ﬂmade__fortunes will

_lose everything. Some will, of course, take a moderate amount of

~money with them, but all,fear being robbed and very few will dare

~take.much money-with them.-For those-who . are feeble and -have no-mo=-— —

\ ney-at_all,.it.(is).a-question-what _will.become_of them..The -Govern——— -

ment_has_offered to_furnish_donkeys.for them, but_charges.an.enor- _____

mous_price_per_day for_ every donkeys A _man who_starts_out with only

) ,pﬁe__or__two _liras will find after a few days_that_all _his money is _

|

{\of the Armenians from this region is going to be throw it back in

|the middle agese It is officially stated that ninety per cent of the

‘trade and of the business carried on through the banks is that of

Armenians. Business of all k'ind will now be destroyed bey_cinrﬂ the

possibility of its being restored. In some trades there will be no -

mechanics or workmen at éll. It is difficult to understand how those
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Turks_whb,havejxad"arw_'baste_oi"

page_10)

¢iﬁ]i§.a:§i on_at _all will be_able_to _live_unless. exceptions-are —————-—

made and there does not seem to_be any indication of that. There...

ii]l;be _no_banks s-no-Christian-schools,-no-Christian-churches.-With———

] ne_stroke the country is set back two thre¢hundred-years s ¢~Th e

; .
1. _.same will be true of Diarbekir and of all other parts-of.-this-conm ————

sular district.

.o There is no_doubt_in puthyx wy mind that_all the American ... .

- Missionaries will be-obliged to-leave.-Tt-will-not-surprise me at——

—all if they are_ordered-to- go-but-whether-they-are -expelled -or -not——-

|-nremnbhere wrill be nothing.for. them to-do-here,-The-labors-of-the “MiSSLOm-— -

{eoe.._paries at Harpout, which have_continued.during.more.than- sixby -

....___.JYyears, have come to an_end and I see no way in which_they will .

___be able to continue their work here. » '

With the destruction of all business_and _the_departure of

~erem——-late either here-or-at-Diarbekir or-in-any-other-part -of-this-regions ———

s There is_great. danger that_I-may-loose-at-this-time-two -indispensae=——

. _.Wble _employees,_both.of whom.have been.-with the.-Bonsulate.for-more ————

/

than'_t@n_ years, but_they are both Armenians s-I_have_asked.the Vali mﬁ%

to_allow them to_remain, but the only promise_he would give.me was. .. .

that they would be obliged to_go with the first lot. He said they

could remain here for a few days and in the meantime_he would ask. _

for instructions from Cons’gg._r}j‘,inople about theme In my telegram _
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_of June 28th, T asked the Embassy to request exepption for them,

but T do not believe my telegram ever reached the Embassy. -

e page 11)

e I My ~belegram - of - June -27+th-I-asked-the - Embas sy -to -wire-me-also ————-

- w1 £ 3% . would -be -possible -to-secure-exemption -for-the-naturaliged - ———

e _American.citizens.who .are.here. I .spoke.to-the-Vali -about-this-at-
| _____once but he has_been very.evasive..I -hope.-to-receive-some -reply————-—

oo from the Embassy in time, if it going to_be possible to-do-any=———

... thing to save_any of _these_people_and their children. There is_. . .__

These are women whose husbands are naturalized American citizens

time to visit relatives. There are several of these and nearly

one_class___oi‘._citizens_whoﬁareAcerbainjy_entitled:c.o_,protection.___.m.-__,,__

all of them have children with them who were born in Agericas I ¢

shall certainly do everything possible to save them.

expect to see some stirring scenese. As it is, I can hardly think

region_commences. ﬂere,:bhe_p,eop1e-~ho:bf.s_o-ien‘birte]y‘subdued___I__should

To—morrow_the_,eicodus-oi‘.,one-half_of_the ~pdpu1ation,of_this N

it possible that the authorities will succeed in sending eire;y:qne

into exile, but as yet there does not seem to be any sign of their

relenting or of their granting many exemptions.

I have the honor to be_?_,, Sir )

Your obedient servant,

Signed: Leslie A, Davis,

Consule
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867.1016/127

. No...83

American-Consulate

Mamouret-Ul-Aziz,-(Harput) ,~Turkey,

July-11,-1915

s “_-.*_;MThe --Honorable

sovrerriem—The-Secretary-of-State

-Washingtone— -

et o Sir:

I have _the honor to.enclose-herewith-a-copy-of-a -report ————-—

o Which T am sending.the_Embassy.at. Constantinople-inregard-to-the———-—

.| expulsion of the Armenians_from_ this_part_of Turkey.

’ e e Sivy.

I _...your obedient servant,
_ B  Ieslie A. Davis N ) B
7 o Consul.
S — Enclosures—-~
. As_indicated.
e _— R 81;0.1.-_._%_,_“-_‘.‘.-\ B — e
_—
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Copy.
S : ' Enclosure-No-1 l
— | American-Consulate
~—Mamouret-Ul-Aziz-(Harp ouf:',—-‘I‘urk ey ;_.;_,___,_
June =- Jﬁ:!y--ll, ~1915. ‘ —
- Honorable -Henry-H,-Morgenthau,— — -
American _.Ambaséador, :
- Constantinople.
Sirs
: I_have_the-honor-to-supplement -my -report-of -June -30th——————
— - _(File No, Bli0. 1) in regard to the expulsion-of-the -Armenians from
o this_region,_as_follows: '
‘ On_iuly_lst.-a -great_many-people-left -and—pn--Jlﬁy 34—
several thous and_rﬁone _started from here, Others-left-on- subsequent - ———
- _ dayse There is no_way. of obtaining figures ~but.many-thousand-have —————
. already—left.-The-departure-of-those-1iving-at-Harpout was postpored;
- - - however, and many.women-and children-were -allowed-to-remain-tempo=—"""""""

e fo e TATL)Y o _People.-began-to -hope -that -the -worst-was -over-and-that ~those" —~—~

| Wh o»-remaine d —Inight——be _..lEft - alone o-Now-it- has- —-just »-been—amounced e '_'h [

| by the public crier that on Tuesday, -\%31;}1 5-every-Armenian: ———

without excgntibn s TSt _go,

A If it were simply a matter_of_ being obliged to leave here— . -
%o go somewhere else it would not be so_bad, but everyone knows it - -
.15 a case of going to one's death, «_If there was._any. doubt.about.it, .. ..

it _has_been removed. by the -arrival-of-a -—number-of-parties yaggre~—_"T
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ting.several thousand_people ,_from_Erzeroum_and _Erzingf;an. The

\

first_ones_arrived a_day of two after my last_reportywas written.

~___T have visited their encampment a number of times arfd talked with _

some_of the people. A _more_pitiable sight cannot/be imagined. They '

S SNPU FE——, _are-almost ,.withoﬁt«,exception,ragged,_filt s hungry.and.sicke. . .
- - ~~{(page-2))- -

| That is not _surprising in view of the fact that they have beenon_

the_road. for nearly two months with no_change of clothing, no chance

_to _wash, no_shelter and little to eat. The Govermnment has been giving

cemn———them-some-scanty -,rétions -here,-I watched them.one -time when their . . . . ..
- f00d. Was -brought . -Wild -animals -could -not-be worse. They rushed upon .-

.—-the_guards who.carried the food and the guards beat them back with. ..__ .

ooy —c1ubs hitting hard enough to kill them sometimes. To .watch them one . _

o\ _could _hardly.beliéve _that_these_people_were human -,b_eihgs o -
could. hardly.believe Unat LAeSe peop e Were IIMen Do nete
A As _one_walks_through the_camp mothers_offer their children

_and_beg_one_to_take them, In fact, the Turks héve been taking their

oo oo —choise. of these. children.and girls for slaves, or worsee In facb, .

...they_have even had their doctors_there to examine the more likely '~ =

girls_and thus_secure_the _best _ones.

___There_are_very few men among them, as most of them have

o _ _been killed on the roade All tell ’che same story of having been
" ._...attacked and robbed by the Kurdse. Most of them were attacked oﬁer -
and over again and a great many of them, .especia]_'ly the men, were )
| " xilled, women and children were also killed. Many died, of course,

from sickness and exhaustion on V‘bhe way and there have been deaths
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each_day. that_they have been _here. Several different parties have

of them-in.a.comparatively short_time. -

~-of-all -of. -in-a- 1
A |

. =
B N -4 Ju—— f—
Y

A fowe =

been_educated_at Constantlnople and spoke excellent Englishe They

said their family was the richest in Erzeroum and numbered 'bwen’oy-

PO NI,

five when they left but there were now only fourteen survivers.

-..The .other. eleven, _:anluchng the. husband of _one_of them and their

. ,,-.w_-_.;,__,.__old.-grandmotherl_hadl_be_en butchered before their eyes by the Kurds.:

wmemrimice-The -0ldest -male -surviver-of-the -family-was -eight.years. of .agee
i ~--~-~When~--'bhey~«lef-'b»Eezeroum-'bhey.-.had-money.,_horses~and-pers onal effects
~but»'bhey had benan robbedmLevery‘bh:.ng,l::.nclud:mg even.their clo~_____

thing.-They.-said._some.of them had been. lef’o absolutely naked and L

|

i ,Ml.--.others..mth only.a.single garmente. When they. V,_reached a. v1]lage e

. %their gendarmes._ obtalned _clothes for them_ from some of 'bhe natlvew_ﬂ_,

__womene_Another girl with whom I talked is the daughter of the

T ,
{_Protestantvpastor of Erzeroum. She said every member of her fami-

1y with her had been killed and she was left entirely alone. These

- and-some _others_are a few survivors_of the better class of people

e —wWho _have. been .exiled,. They _are_being_detained in an_ abandoned/ o
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at. all from the sune ... . _,w,‘_ -

. The condition_of _these people indicates _clearly. the fate of

___those who _have left_and are about_to_leave from heree I believe_

—..._ nothing has been heard from any one of them as yet and probably

very' ‘little will be heards. The system that is being followed seems

d to be to have bands of Kurds awaiting them on the road to kill the

[~ |
\___ men especially and incident)yally some of the others, The entire

= \‘ —movement -seems:to-be -the most.thoroughly.- organized.and.effective. . . —
| | .

e |{-massacre-this._country-has.ever.seen.

' . . been, :

Not_many _men_have/spared, however, to_accompany _those_who___ __

are. being.s ent_into_exile s_for_a_more_prompt_and sure method has o

__been_used_to_dispose_of _them. Several thousandf Armenian men have

—_—
e\ - been -arrested -during —the-past - few-weeks . -These _have.been-pub.-in———

f

_prison-and-each-time that several hundred-had.been gathered up in..

that _way_they_were sent_away_during_the night. The first lot were

-

i sent_away_during_the night_of_ June_23rd. Among _them were some of

__the_professors_in_the American college and other prominent Arme-

nians ,-«inciuding-the -Prelate.-of-the Armenian-Gregorian-Church.of . .

) ' .
Harpute-There-have-been-frequent-rumors .that-all of _thesewere. .. .

killed-and.-there-is-little_dofibt_that were. All_Armenian soldiers
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have likewise been sent away in the ,_s_am_e_..manngrp_lhﬁy_.»\aye ‘been_

_| arrested and confined in a building at one end of the town.

. ___Page 5)

<__I*I_o,_,distincti§n has been made between those who had paid their mi=

_.litary exemption tax and those who had not. Their money was accep=~

__ted _and then they were_arrested ‘and ,s,ent,:_oi‘fmwith the_others. It __

___was_said that they were to_go_sopmwhere to work on the roads but _

__no one had heard from them Wiy and that is undoubtedly false.

The .fate.of.all the others.has been pretty.well established. . . .-

doeoe by reliable _repor4t§ ~-of_a_similar occurence. on Wednesday, July 7the .

B }F On Monday many men were arrested both at Harput and Mezreh and put

_in prison. At daybreak Tuesday morning they were taken out and made

to march tow ,_;;tis én almost ll_ginhabit;e_dmmountain. There were about
A

eight _hundred in.all. andfchéy_ #f-were.tied together in groups of

fourteen_each. ._Tﬁat_‘aﬁ:emoon _they arrived in_a_small Kurdish vil-

lage where_they were kept_over yf night_in the mosque and other

buildings. During all this time they were without food or water.

_||-A11l_their money and much of their clothing had been taken from theme

On Wednesday morning they were taken to a valley a few hours! dis=

_ tant where they were all made to sit down. Then the gendarmes began
~ shooting them until they had killed nearly all of them. Some who
N had not been killed by bullets were then disposed of knives.and _ __ . ___
_____ - bayonets. A few succ_e%ed in breaking the rope mthyh:_ch they were_
S N ..“\,ifh_e_d...to-their. companions -and-running- away,-but most-of these 'Wéi'e"" e e
'Pursueiand»-killed. -A-few-succeeded-in-getting »awayi_probabls}fnot ----------------




iememe00TE - Bhan . twWo .or..three. Among. those .who_were kiled was

..4._.,;______.._...__-._upa ge 6) | - - : —

JJ—

ieeof similar occurence in other placese .. .. ...

SR —.the Treasurer.of.the American.College. Many others estimable . ___ __ .

e TAENL WETE . eimong _the.number, .ANo_ .charge of any. kind v.had_“e,ver,,beeh S

.| made_against_any_ of these men. They were simply arrested and

,__kilied_as _part_of the general plan to dispose of the Armenian _

.TacCee

e LA S E 111 ght -S@VeEral--hundred-more -men,-including -both men.ar=- ...
-l-rested-by--the-civil .authorities-and.those.enrolled.as-soldiers,y ...
- [-were-taken.in.a different ~direction and murdered in a._similar.man-...._.. -

.ner..It.is.said this happened at.a place.not two hours! distant . _ .

e e ErOM hETEe T Shall ride out that way. some day when things become

oo The . same A.;thing .has._been.done._systematically in_ the villagese. ___ .
- | - A ferr. weeks . ago-about _three hundred. men were. gathered together '
R % ,__Itcyhmaf_‘,.and__ Haboosi,. two_villages. f our and five hours? distant

_.from here, and then taken up into the mountain and massacred.

(7
e /.__VThis,Aseems_,:bo_be,,,fully,_,esxolishgd._mMa,w women from those villages =

... have_been . here sirice _and told about_it. __There,,“have‘been ramors__ ...

e There seems_to._ bé _a definite plan to dispose of all*thg_ -
. Armenian men, but_after the departure of the families during

__the first few days of the enforcement of the order it was announ-

_ced that women and children with no men in the family might remain
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American missionaries.began considering plans.to.aid the women

and_children who would be left here with

o ___pagel)

be opened to_care for some of the children especially those who had

_been born in America) and then brought here by their parents and

.. also.those who_ belonged to_parents_who_had been. conmected in. some... — e

way_with_the American Mission. and_schools. There would be plenby. . .

of_opportunity, yalthough' there_might not_be suf ficiént‘means s _to_

care _for children who reach ‘-bsa__re' with the exiles from other Vila-

— yeﬁs -and whose-parents-had-died-on-the-way. —-I—went -to-see.the Vali ..

@ bout _this_ matter.yesterday. and was.met_with.a_flat refusal. He

| . _said we_could.aid _these people_if we_wished to_do_so, but _the Go- __

. vernment_was_establishing_orphanages_for the children and we could

not_undertake_any work_of_that _nature. An hour after I left the Vali

_the announcement was made that all the Armenians remaining here,

including women and children must leave on July 13th. (
Y oUle (L

|oeeeoey¢ ... The Zyvident plan of the. Government_is_to_give no_opportunity . _

- for any_educational or religious work to be done here by foreign

_missionaries. Some Armenian women will be taken as Moslem wives and =

__..Some children will be brought up as Moslemss but none of them will

be allowed to come under foreign influences. The country is to be

: [
_____purely Moslem and nothing else. Some of the missionaries thik they

T Would like to remain hére and try to work among the Moslems. I not

onﬁﬂtﬁi;ﬁkﬁi"h_—%ﬁld“ be véry dangerous” for them to undertake it but™




| do_not_believe they will-be-allowed-to-do- anything-along-that—-————

lines_I_shall not_be_surprised,.as

page 8) » .

I have sald before, if all the American missionaries. are. ordered. o

to 1eave in the near fubure., If they are,not, —they will be so.efe__

_fectually prevented from doing any kind of work_that_ it will_ be_ —_—

_entirely useless for ‘them to remain here. Furthermore, they will

be ammoyed in many ways by the local officialse I do not think for

-..&.moment that :bheymillxbe -allowed-to--open-any -of-the-schools-again————

and_it's_quite.probable-that--the-hospital-any-be-ordered-clos edys. S—

It is _._verynpro;oable -also-that_-both-the-school-and-the-hospital—— -

buildings. may. be_seized by the Government.- It seems-certain. that-—————

__there will not be_any work_ for them to_do_here.and that_they will _ . —

not be permitted to do_any work.

Under the circumstances, I think the only wise and safe thing__ __ .

for_them_to_do-is-to-consider-the -matter -of-leaving-here,~temporgm—-——

— _.rily at least,-as *soon_aé__itmayube -possible.-I-realize-that-it-is——-—

" a_serious matter for them.to.abandon their work, but-the present-—— ——

e Situation is_serious.too_and.I_fully believe.there.is -nothing-else - .

.. for them to_dos B would probably not_be best_for all of them_ to ... __

_',_L_egie#t ogether, but I am going_to advis e _that_some of them leave . .

e

_..as soon as_it may be safe to go. In _the meantime I earnestly ree=

commend that the Embassy bring to the attention of Mr. Peet and

the board the possible necessity of a,I_L;LMQg jhgmm_lgaylng ‘here.

_I_do_not_think that. any._of _them_should_go.nowe. In fact some




1 . _.pose of trying to raise a relief fund _for these_unfortunate

23

9
Y f,_fhem ‘have been_quite frimly of-the-opinion -that-some-one-————————

....Should _go_at_once.for the pur- —

page 9)

__peoples To go now would be almost certain death, with bands of ...

o R ~— -.Kurds -awaiting- travelers -on-every-road. -I--asked-the-Vali 5~~however g T

oo _Af it would be all right. for one or two of the Americans “to-leave——— -

_here_now_to ){ go to. Constantinople and then to-America and he said -

_ ST ygx:yi;ﬂplainlyf, that it would not.be_safe..He.said that-no-matter -how ————

B vel at the present moment and advised waiting a few weeks. This .
- ... confirms the general fear as to_the fate _of those vho. Wk are sent
e a@way from here, It also indicated that perhaps_the authorities do. .. __

.\ votwish any real harm to befall the Americans. On the other hand, . _
i the -—Vali—in'bima'bed-'bhat»;possiblfywthe»Amerj_cans»-miéht—not--be~—per_»———-~—-~
S mitted to leave here. Some-of them think-that-we-know to-much-about-—— ——

- -...what_is_happening_in the_ingterior.of Turkey..and-the-authorities-— — ——

X do_not _intend. fo et _any American leave here_alive to-tell about — —

oo 4t. T do not think that, but I do_think the 1ife of every American - -

oo A _ .. hereis in danger and that the_  danger is_increasinge.. If all.of the  _.__

~ S missionaries can get away safely I shall feel greatly relievede
Tt is not only that the present situation is very critical, but
they are constantly doing things that are mo;;eﬂor‘,_‘les_s__,imprudent. .

~_ The entire colony may suffer for the imprudence of one person. It
is_quite_natural.that -:bhey".s hould-sympathise-with-the-people-among—
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vrhomg:bhey_ha\_r;e“been_Wp.rking_and want to aid and protect them, but

there -is-great danger of carrying their zeal to far and getting . .

eeinto trouble..themselves o R

i _page-10.)

With _referance _to_the need_of funds for the relief of these

exiles,Jrhich~_I-mentioned_in‘m__t_elegx:axﬁs_“ of June 27th and 28th

_and my_despatch_of June 30th I am inclined to believe that there

'“willwbe__,no_bcvc"a,sionHiiqrﬂpgiqing_ij_l_gds. It looks as though there

were_not_going to be any people who can be helped. All who are

o e e e S @M L -AWAY-Will -probably-—be ,killed .or.die_on.the road within the
RO —‘-nexf. few-months _and -the women.-and_children_who_are left will pro=- _ .

bably-have to . become _Moslems.. —

__.My_attention_has._just_been _called to_the_ fact that the poste __

| _office_at Mamouret-Ul-Aziz has_refused to_pay out money to the

_W.Americans*that_hé.s__,been sent them from Erzeroum and Erzingan for

A~ —-f—the-Bxiles -who-have-come-here.-It-is -probable -that —the Covernment

—will-confiscate-this-money.-I-do.not _know.whether the Embassy

Ao _would-care -to-take-any.-measures.about this _or not.. ,The_,money“i‘s I

oo __addressed to_the Americans, but it is intended for the Armenian

e exileSe.. . ‘ B . . -

Fmbassyls_telegram Nos. 19 and 20 have been received. I

e . _have_seen the Vali about the naturalised American citizens and
— their cffildren and about the consular staff. He said he had re-
ceived v‘rord that the consular staff and two or three womer; whoSe€
S husbands_are.in America_may stay here ,,forwthe~pr_e$ sente There seems

/




s
11 ‘
e ..._w_w_ﬁ_.;to.,.be-nothing_irexy»definite -about -any--of-it.-I-shall-be-very glad— -
e v.-m‘toAhave,these_women..leave-as-soon-as ~-:’Lt-»is-—reasonab1y~~safe-~i‘or~them-«~——-~-—~r
S \wm._-_-.__m.to‘go.__Lhopej.t..can.-be»arranged-i‘or«the —
| _..._page.11)
e -.€uployees of the Consulate, however, to.remain here permanently,.. - o
S S ___._Qr_.Aat\_leas,"d,ﬁas;long -as_there may be a Consulate. It.would be.im~. .. .
oo POSsible to _find any one to_take their place. o
e I e I have the honor to_be,
— ; S Sir, |
B ~ your obedient servant
1 B (signed) LESLIE A. DAVIS
B Consule.
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American Consulate

Harput, July 2L, 1915.

Honorable -Henry Morgenthau,

American-Ambassador, _ o

Constantinople. !

Sirs

I _have_the_homor to_further supplement g _reports_of

s;L.on_o,f..‘..,izhsa._,.A,_r:@enlgns___iir,Qmwth;_S._I:gg;gn, _or, to speak more correctly,

the wholesale massacre of these Armenians, as follows:

Any doubt that may have been expressed in previous reports

as_to_-the_Govermment!s_intention.in sending away the Armenians__

have._been -removed_and,.anm._hope that may“.have,,be,en_expressed‘as j;,o;__

the_possibility_of some _of them surviving has been destroyed. it

‘h-—q
__has_been no_secret_that_the plan was to destroy the Armenlan race

_as a_race, but the methods used have been more cold-blooded and
— N T e e I T

-

~barbarous, if not_more_ efi‘ectlve, _than I had at_first_supposeds
—_—

e\ after their departure. This work has not_all been done by hands

A It was_ apparent. that_very_ few would _ever survive_the journey from

here_to_Ourfa or_to ~_any,,o,theILlezalc_eA,_sfa,’o__’rfh:'Lsﬁ.sﬂs;a,,,ss:n _of the year.

As_a matter of fact, it has been _.qﬁii‘@ _unnecessary to consider the

oo nOW-that -practically. all.who_ have.be én-S ent_away_from here have .

Jeo .| _been-deliberately shot_or ptherwise killed within one or two days

)| They were condemned criminals, released i‘rom prisons by order of
“the Minister of the Inetrior and the Minsiter of the Justice, and



o who_ accompanied_the_people from here or of companies of armed !

3 ,,__‘Ltchétehs}_!_,_,(_cpnvic:bs_)_fyrhcu*have been released from prison for the

_|_|_purpose of murdering the Armenian exiles.

v page2)

It_has_been_repeatedly_reported, and I think there is no_ .

_doubt_about the_truth_of these_ reports,_ ,that;, not a single man who

_has_been_sent_away_has_been spared. Many of the women and children

“have been deliberately killed at the same time. A few of the more

——attractive-women-have-been-carried off to.adorn_the harems of some ___ ___ _

of
of-the-Kurdish-chieftans -.and@e.-ofﬂthe*gendames o Some of the.ol-

der.women-and_children_have_been allowed to_wander along, _accompanied

by_gendarmes, with the certainty that all of them will soon perish _

joe . from hunger, sickness_and exhaustione

B e do-not -believe_there _has_ever been_a_massacre in the hi§-\~

|| tory of the world so_general a
is

as_that which is now being

,-__perpetrafbed;in_th;!_region,..or_thai;_é more fiendish, diabolical scheme
— ————

P

__has_ever been_conceived by the mind of mane That the order is offi-

_cially and_nominally_ to_exile the Armenians from these Vilayets may

mislend the outside world for a time, but 'bhe' measure is nothing bu’o o

|._a_massacre.-of_the most.atrocious_nature. It would be that even if
__________/__—’\__/',___’_\—/.
o211 _the _people.had been._allowed to_perish on the =o- road. As the

.. _greater.par,t__of,“them,‘,how,‘evver, _have been actually murdered and as

| there is_no_doubt_that this was done by order of the Government,

| there_can_be_no_pretence_ that_the measure is anything else but a

{ \ . )

N disguised in gendarme uniform.
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general-massacres

Fully-12.000-0r-154000 -Armenians ~-have -now-been -sent-away-————-——--

from-the-town-of Mamouret-Ul-Aziz and the city. of Harpoute Pose- .

S “__) — s5ibly-1.000-0r-1,500-remain . with permission.or through bribery . . .

, , -
— \_*or_in _hiding. Many thousand have _also.gone_from the neighboring ___ ~
villagese..In.all,

o page.3)

probably a third of the population of this region is gone. The most
= - A _remarkable.feature.of_the situation is the_helplessness_of the Arme-_ _

- nians and. the_total lack of resistance on their part. With two or

oo three

__insignificé.ntmexcepfbions_ ,_there has not been a blow of struck.

| by any of them. I have been told that two or three gendarmes have

been-killed.in-the villages,.but_probably.not.half.a dozen in alle .

. Tt_did.not.seem_possible that_such an order could be carried out

d__without more_or. less_violence.. ({e;\_wouldﬁ__think _that_some would have

chosen_death _here, knowing that _:it_‘awaited them a_few hours after

_their departure, and. many_talked that way, but when the time has

e _come-all-have-started -without-making-any.-resistance. This-has. been ...__

ey -due.partially,-of-course,- to-the lack.of. spirit in.the Armenian . ...

-——|-race,-but it _is_due largely also. to _the clever way in which the . .
M

_|_scheme_has._been_carried oube . .. . __

w T o

. Bverything was _apparently planned months ago. Fiwst a few

_ who .,Were.rsaid_toﬂhazewlze,en_inv_o,lygdmin_a,,rgxoli.l&ignary_ plot were

__arrested._Some bombs were found and further arrests were made.

Those who were xm:xiﬂir}'ested were subjected to terrible tortures

\ .
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o n
and-were q.médeﬁto _confess__to_much that was.probably not-true.and

— ~-‘to.accuse.many.who-were wentire:‘Lywinno cente..Orders were. given.that . . ___
e e _all_arms_of_everykind must_be_surrendered to _the authorities. People .

. _were tortured until they confessed_that they_had_a_gun_or_ revolver ____
_or_something when they actually had none at alle. Then they would

- _— ___pay_somé Turk_a_fabulous price for some kind of a weapon which they » .
might sprreﬁder to_the polices Liberal promises were made that if

I evexybod&;ﬂw_qpﬁlé surrender their weapons there would be no further

- I S .,,A,,-_._,..pageAh) e o e e e e e
S .mmwtrouble..JI.‘he_-towns_andwillages~were«surrennded-by,..éendarmesﬁ‘and-_m__.w. —_
e mearly-every-man.-caught. They were _'bhan_‘systematicall&_beaten and__ .

) torbgred,_.thew.greater__partd_oi‘__’chem,_wﬁz’ohoutuarw“accusation-wﬁ%fever“w_,_;__.

o I haviﬁg _be eﬁ_a gainst_them._The_ result was_that _Quite__a“numberw of

- - — weapons_and_some_bombs_were_collected by the police. How marny of the
) bombs_may have been planted by the police themselves and how many

| ______weapons were obtained by innocent people for the purpose of having

- - something ~-t6 _surrender-to-the-police-we-shall probably-never knowe ———
--m-=-1t-is~certain,-however,--that- ma“nyuof»-«the »éeople who --surreﬁdei‘ed e

S some_kind of_a_weapon were never engaged in any revolutionary plot . ..
—— . and_that there_was_not.even_ so_mich_eviadence_against ,_mar);y;who _ﬁere R

— _ tortured,as_’ohe_production-,of‘_‘a;weapon._At_the_samemtime'jhis_s_earchn ,M
S .l ..__was being _made,_,practically_all.‘_the_‘leadin'g_,men among _the Armenians
_______were arrested. The authorities insisted most earnestly that all who
_were thus arrested were involved in the plot égains’c. the Government
_and 'bha£ none were unjustly arresteds As all proceedings were in
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——e_private it._is --imDoSsible s—of-course,-for-others-to-know-the fmr————

truth_of_such. statements, or-at-least-to- d:l.sprove -thems~but-in- the——~—~

11ght of subsequent developments it-would ‘take a- great -amount - of -

e dmagination to_believe. them. Many_hundred.of- the -prominent -men —~————---

were thus cast_into_prison._They were_then. sent. a.way and—therev-«» e

__seems to be no_doubt that_they were all murdered a _few hours®. ... . . . __
distance from here, Several thousand Armeniang soldiers were also. .. . _ )

_arrested and sent away ostensibly to work on_the roads somewheree.

As far as I know, 99’5%!%23.@%5 ever been heard from any of them

~and it is known that some of them were shot. There is no doubt that

all the others met the same fate.

e .1.-&7__._,__page_,5)

_Then, when practically all the Armenian men.-had. been. goften -oub e

_of the way and every weapon surrendered or found by the police, . -

it was announced that all Armenians must be_deported. Effective_ ... .

resistance to such an o rder was_impossible. The_whole_scheme was. ... . ..

_planned so cleverly that the police and gendarmes were able.to .

carry out with no risk at all Yo themselves. A few thousand men .

have thus been able to dispose of 15.000 _or 20,000 Armenians from

e this i

diate.locality. It-appears that-tha same-system-has-been — -

followed in.other parts.of this-Vilayet-and-in-other-Vilayets-It-————-

....... o is impossible to._say. how. many- Armenians. have-been-killed-but-i$ -is—

estimated thatf the number is_not-far from-a-million.

_An incident._that_has_proved.the fate.of .those.who-have. ... . ... .

__left is the death of_the bishop_or Archbishop,.I-believe, Mgre— .

_“f Israelian. of the local Armenian Catholic_Church. His departure ..
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. Was ;postpéned,;i'or.- one -or..two.weeks —on-the/.ground wtha’o --the-roads ———o

-were _not_safe. Finally,.about.ten.days .ago.he was _giveh,a..safe— T

_..__conduct by the Vali, who had always pretenfied to.be very friendly . ...

__to_him. He left with about fortffy others, all of whom had been gi- .

___ven safe conductse There‘had _never_been_any_ shspicion‘of any._of

them and it was_thought the Government_intended to_give them. safe

__Joumey. They were given a special guard of gendarmes ancj.v‘ga,;l_'l_‘pro:“_

—_cautions_were-apparently-taken-for_théir.safety.-Wagons-were-fure —- — -
e e '

. -,nished_them....,They_left.-here..towards evening.on-July- 1ith and-arrie. — ..

eee-|-ved the next_day.at Kezim. Khan, abou‘c. eight or nine hours' distancee~ ... -

__from_heres There. they meb_a. 1arge _number _ of gendarmes .*They_were,ﬁ_“wwm

told. that they _could not travel that_road and would have to return_

..and go in the opposite direction. Their wagons were turned around

and 'bhey came back for about half an hour. Then phe

M__.pag@_é)ﬂ_

their gendarmes_tied_their hands_together and let_them.a short_dis~_.

_tance_from_the_road._Some_of_them had _prayer books and knelt in

—praye [."_ These were.-kicked-out-of their-hands amid-curses-of_the. gen=

| _darmes" and.all but_three_of_the.party were. shot .and killed..Among .. ...

them was Mlle Marguerite Gamat, a French citizen whom I mentioned

o ___in my_telegram_of_Pecember._ 10th_and _despatch_of December 31st to .. . _

the Embassy. The_three who_were_saved were_attractive women_and

they were all taken to_become Moslem ¥x wives. _Orie,succeeded__ in | gét:-

__|ting free, It wsa from her +that I have obtained the above informa-

tione It was 1:‘Lkewise one of the survivors who gave me from his own

- -<..~-_--_._-...-_~.“_Q) engininada Aba. —

‘&wﬂtw\ww!— wrafor
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. _..____*,_hps ~the details_of the.shooting-of the_eight hundred- ment:.oned

___..on page 5 of my_ report_of July 1lth. The exact.number.is.now-said. ...

__‘to_have_been 979._Both of these incidents.are.so throu ghly estabe. ...

——

lished that I do_not think there is a particle of doubt about ..

__them. There have been several survivors_of_the 979 who_have told_______

about that. Evidence of both has also been furnished by the gen-

darmes themselves,

e e e = e

____Another incident that was reported to me the other day.-was .-

that_some_of _the _people who_were_sent from here were actually

burned _in _a_cave_between here_and_Diarbekir, This_was told me_

a.-gendarme-who-was-with-them-and-who-expressed-himself-as-being-

‘vex%strongly_ opposed-to -the -barbarous -treatment. the-Armenians ————-

were _receiving. )

The_shooting and _killing .of _people_a ._i‘ew_.hours

page T)

'after-‘bhein departure-from-here-is-barbarous-and-shown-that-the —— - —-—

~rea1 intention-of-the-Government-is-not-to-exile-them-but-to-kill -

S “them..Yet -on-the.whole,.-I.am -inclined to. .beheve_that -the-sooner

they_are_disposed.of_the more.merciful it _:j.s oA lingering.-but.cere. . _

—‘tain deathafter weeks_or months_of wandering_is worse., After the e

departure_of the parties_that_arrived _here from.:

#_Erzeroum and ,_,Erzing%an_a _few_hundred_of those __ _

_sick or feeble to continue with_the others were_ left

who were toc

__here to dies Their camp is a scene from the Inferno. Greater misery

could not be imagined. It was bad enough before when there were
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a/ :
several -thousand-all _infmost-wretched conditi one-Now,-when-only ————

g the worst of them are left ~,behind, ~the-scene-beggars-all ‘des Cripe e

e tion. The dead.and dying.are.everywhere. Two_or-three-small.-chile - — .

_dren_may_be_seen_weeping over the_dead_body.of_their mother, _tuge

ging at _her as_she_lies _on_the_ground with matted hair and staring . __

______eyess other small children_almost_or quite_ naked and_covered with_.

fifth lying ourled up on the ground dead or_in convulsions; other .

women and children so emaciated that the profile of their face has

the_exact_appearance_of.a.skull;. one small_boy wearing -only-a part

o,f,a,,,shint,,_and_naﬂragged-st\ocking_on _one_foot was_actually only.a

skeleton;_other small children with bloated bodies lying in the sun;

very ra_g@_ly a _man, but mostly women and children, all in the last__

stages .of their misery.-waithng-for-death.to-come-to-their reliefe — v

oI presume a_little food is brought to these people, but-most.-of —

them_are_too _far gone.to_need food. Each_ day there are many deaths

— _*_,,,‘andﬂizhese_wiIL'Llcontinue_un’oi]l,all_«ar_e_gone._Dead bodies are_to be

seen there at_any time. These are often

oo page_8)

e 1eft lying in.the.sun.too-long,-with-the.result that the air is ... .. .

e made_with_the stench _from_from._them _.and .from_the human filth that_

odeee._.ds_all_arounde..They are finally disposed_of by the gendarmes digging. . _

__._one_huge. hole. right in the midst of the encampment and throwing =

them all in togethere.

.__One sees dead bodies now in all direction and on every road,

but even on the outskirts of the town itself.

__ not only at a distance
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o .. People .‘comimg_.i‘rom..neighboring,..villages.report.,as..man'y. as.-ten--— o

oiiieeeeo..mot do.soe It is not that I am in.any

I --—-0r-among-whom-I-should-choose-to-live.-But —,-*whatevér -the-faults —— -

e or_twelve bodies-lying-by-the .roadside-in -an-hourd's-journeye--—————-—

et Omie .‘man who.has succeeded.in gettiﬁg,-here ,.alive-i‘rdm »S:’Lvas ..8ays--
e p-he_saw_not_less_than. five hundred. bodies.on.that road. _;Tga.kwlggk_-:.«.-“-_
L_W _or, more. correctly. speakingy . __...._
_.slaughterhouse, .

—————

_The_fate of those who have been killed or died is sad, bubt___ .

... perhaps that of those who have been spared is even worse. Some of

~_the women have been brought right back here. Among these is one_

..pretty gii'l of thirteen years whose father was one of the'most

e prOMinent men.and.had .one.of. the_best.homes.in.this_region. He has. ...

been.killed. She was_ separated. from her mother and small brothers. ...
and.does_not know _what hase_become_of them. Now at her age she is_ . __.
_..to marry one of the most brutal petty officers around here and_

they are to live in her father's house.

. T -have-written -strongly- aboﬁt~the -situation-and-procegm -

o et - @ings -because.it.is _impossible.to write.about .them.at.all-and i

O __....._.iv.,,.A page- 9) S — —

c . . . S .
domrmim e Y 8, ;3 hampion-of-the-Armenian-race.—It-is-not-a-race-one-can-admire---

e e whEXE - 0 £ -the--Armeniang - people -may-be -and -however-conclusive-may -—-——

~—--be-the -proof-that-some -of-them-have-been-involved -in-a-revolutio= ———

. ‘nary.plot, the punishment.inflicted.upon.these people-is.so.severe,. .. ...

the_tra gé dy--is.so_-terrible, _that -one.cannot.contemplate -i? cand
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certainly cannot.live-in-the -midst-of-it -without-being-stirred-to e

wewnmo—.the depths.of _one's.nature..When.-one-sees. men-and-women-seventy - ————

. and_even_eighty_years_old,. lame,_blind-and-sick,-innocent-women -and;«-w—

| children and helpless_babies sent away to_be killed or die and ace. .

__tually sees themdead and dying all around, it is impossible to con~... .

ceive of any justification that can be _urged for a wmeasure so severe.

Yet the local authorities are now apparently trying to find,

___some way of justifying what they have done. The Chigi_‘”o.iw‘jlolicewcal-v-m,;____

__led on me on July 16th and requested me to write the Embassy about

“tge shooti__r}g of two or three gendarmes in a neighboring village by =

feemeeoe-SOmMe-Armenians . -I-had-heard- that usomething -of-that -kind-had-happened -

but_do.not _knbw.»any- of.the.details-of.-it-and-have-no-personal-knowe — --——

,,,,,,,, _1 ledge of the matter. I said fk=k I should-be-quite -willing-to call . — ——
e e the atbention.of the Embassy.to.the matter_if he. wished.-and.suggese— .
O >_,,,_,,:_._.__:bed_that__he_rvrritehme»aAletter,.which_I__would.,transmit“to,,the;Eznbassy.;;__,
| He agreed to_do so._ S L

i On duly 23rd, ﬁi‘jse;:“haying_.made“nv__bfficial .calls, three of us

... met together and considered the possibility of taking some step in

. o the name of humanity to have these ho‘:groxis stopped. We were Mrs Ehe =~

| man (s Cerman Missionary) _ : - :

S page 10) o o

R e Mr,-Picciotto s--(an-Austrian,-the-"Sous-Directeur"-of-the ~local-branch---———-

o of - the_Tmperial Ottoman-Bank)and myself.-We decided to-call-on-the ——

e Valdl informally- and -ask-him -unofficiallyr--if-f-the—i‘eWmAmenians Who —— e - e
were_left_here_could.not.be-spared.-He_received-us-most.cordially.
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We_explained-our-errand-and-asked-him-if-he-would-not-be willing——

to_send a_telegram-to-Constantinople-asking-for-orders- permitting —

those Armenians who.had _been-left-here-to-that-time-to ~remain, - suge ————

gesting that we_should also.like.to-send.a-mutual-telegram-to-the ————

American, German_and_Austrian_ Fmbas sies_asking them to-take.any- —

’ t
— measures_that might be_possible to_have_such_orders_issued,.-The

Vali 1138 all along expressed his_regret_at_ the necessity. of taking

such.measures-as-he has-recently-been-obliged-to-do-and-has-pre=-———--——

-tended _to.be_very.much-touched-by-the -suffering-of-the peoples- He e

—ee.@pparently._consented at-once-to-our- plan and-said he-should-be ~Yery —--——-

. ,_,~_~M~_~___g1ad_1f such _orders._ COIlldﬁbevob'balned._Then he_-imposed-a- Cond:.L“blon, e

_Vize, that each of us write_ a.letter to_the Vilayet.asking-to-have—

those remaining here spared, so_that_he_could_use_these.letters.as._.._

the basis for making a_demand on_the_central_ authori‘bies.“He added..

that he should like to have as many details in the Jetters_as pos=

sible so that it would appear that all thos_e who We:r{e__guil’c.y_,of__

anything had been sent away and all those who remained were inno-

cent. It _was_quite_evident-that_-His-Exc eliency—wante d-to-have -it—

. _---_“_m._‘page_l'l.)

appear_by implication_that_all_who_had.been.sent. away were-guiltye - ——
__He said he would have the Chief of Police call.on.me that evening .

to explain the matter more fully. . .

- We_all met.at-the-Consulate-and-the-Chief-of-Police-called —————

as_ ;arrange,d. _He was_not_at_all interes ted in_having.a_letter from- .. ...

Mr. Ehman_or Mr._ Picciotto_but_insisted strongly that I write.a .

&W}Hé‘—l(pw
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letter-to-the-Vilayet,-calling- attention-to-the- shoo{;ing -of-some ——————

o gendarmes by Armenians -and -to-the-fact-that- those-Armenians-who -

e WETE _guilty _of having been. engaged in-a-revolutionary-plot- had

| ... ___been punished, together with. their. families.and-people-connected -

..__with _them, while_ those_who now. remained were. only..innocent women - ._.

poe
_.and childrens I was_to inc o;/a’oe_a_s imilar clause in my telegram, . .

to the effect ‘l:hat the guilty Armenians having been punished and

only innocent ones remaining, it was desired to have the latter

spared, "I replied that I was ahsoluetely unable to make any state- =

n_l»_en‘b_n in regard to who were guilty : and who were innocent, that per-

hapsj, innocent ones had been punished and guilty ones remained un~

punished, that I had no means of knowing which were which, and that

it was impossible to ’che Vilaye‘o either in regard to the shooting

oi‘ any gendarmes or in regard to the guilt or innocence of any par-

tlcular people. I sa:Ld further that it was quite 1rregular for me

to address the Vilayet at all in such a matter or to send any te-

1egram about it, that any such action on my part was puy!rely unofe

ficial and on the ground of humanity, and that in any case the most

I should do was to make a simple request. He argued and argued end

be very 11tt1e. I don't know that I ever saw a more pers:LS'bant man

in my 1:‘Li‘e. He remained until half past one in the morning trying |

to make me give the Vilayet a statement of some kind. He said

orders had already

, page 12)

been issued for more severe measures than ever on the morrow, but
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he_might_delay-their-enforcement-a-little-if-I-would-make-a

statement for -him. I-told-him-I-should-be-glad-to-say-anything

I _could, but.I couldn't make -any.-statement -about-matters-foreign ---——-

to wy _duties_in_a_letter addressed_to_the_Vilayet_and couldn't.—. —— —

make statements of any kind unless_I_know. the facts. We finally _ .

fme ce—lefb_the matter_-until-morning-to-think-it-over,-as-he-wasn't-willing——

to_abandon his.idea.

S 75...*«. ... The_next morning I sent -word-to-the.Chief.of. Police-that ———

@8 _our _request_was_intended_to._be made. on_the_occasion.of.the . _

ahnix_r_e_p_s_am of the Constitution and as_that day had now passed

it might be well to drop the mattere. He would not_take that_ i‘or__*,‘._u.

an answer, 1) in the afternoon I called to see hime I told him I_

couldn't very well write a letter to the Vilayet such as he wished,

but, as I promised before, I should be véry__giad\ to call the ate

tention of the Embassy to any matbers he might wish to write me

about. He decided he woﬁld rather tell me then write me (I had

been rather surprised that he had ever agreed to write his request),

S0 I shall probably have a call from him soon with such requests

as he is able to _@ﬁiﬁ»think of in this connection. I can see no

harm in writing the Embassy in that way, it being understood that

I am simply commnicating such matters as I have been requested to

anything that I do not know about personally. The Chief of Police

will undoubtedly insist that I report as facts within my persomal

knowledge such matters as he may tell mx me about. That, of course,

I cannot do, al'bhough I i‘ear he w:.ll be very pers:Lstant in urging
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something. of_that_kind.

A page the Vali at all in regard to_the_situation. It was_not

-f e at-an improper-interference-in-local -affairs.-The .situation

Ao e ———ds.s0..exXtraordinary-and--terrible, -however, -and -I-have-had-so

— —.I.am_inclined_to.doubt _the wisdom -oi‘.-hév:i.ng gone.to.

_within_the line of my_duties _and_for a_consul might be construed .

much_pressure_brought to_bear upon.me.from_the beginning by -both .

._,_*_;__Americans_and'_Amenians-_to ~try_ to_do ~s‘orrxe’c,h:'mg —to_help the _peopie S —

e that it has been difficult to sit still without making some effort

~in -a ~friendly-way-on-their-behalf.-Yet, as-the Embassy -has-made-no———

reply--to-my.-telegram.Nos-15-and .16 ,—of -June -27th -and-28th respece-—— ..

'bively,,_ ok e R Tk An _Which_In_suggested_tha‘b _the Fm- ._A_L.*,ﬁ____..ﬁ

. ,;_.______,‘,___Aorder“,of,,_deporba‘bionﬁadjouﬁed__and_spoke_of_:bhe_pr_obablev,_need of .

... bassy._do_something, if possible, _to.have_the_enforcement of the .

mndsio,r_the_mlig f of those who were to_be deported , _I assume _

that the Embassy did not approve of my suggestionse I do not know

that the original telegrams ever reached the Embassy but my confir- |

mation copies mailed on June 29th must have arrived. My‘own con~

viction is that interferemce of any kind either here or e}iev.;here

is bg’c_,;lj._pépeless and unwise under ?E?E?Ej"'_ condi’i@_ggs, b_pt'_i’c is

a very trying position to be unable to do anything to relieve so

much sufferinge.

" In this connection, I shall be very glad to have any instruce-

tions or suggestions the Embassy may care to give in regard to the

proper policy to pursue and I shall appreciate having the Embassy
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B . crq‘.ti'c:ise<-me w.'i‘.re’eily_i‘or_a.ny~errors ~I-may-have.made-in-the-paste ———-—-

It_is.often-exceedingly difficult-to_know what_one-ought to0-do — — .

o _and I feel the need. of. gdviee. R

oo eeee e Referring to_Embassy!'s.telegram Nos21, of July 12th, in. .. .. .

:r:egard,_townaturali:;fed,v_American~cii:izens _and_the_consular staff (O

I think there is no doubt that instructions have been received .

e b e

______ by the local authorities. They may have

page 1),

4 comeafter I sawthe Vali on July 10th. Beginning with the follo-
i Wing day.there.seemed_-to. be.a.decided-change-of attitude towards —-——
S these.citizens_and they were_given.permission-to.stay. Before thaty -
e — e __however,..some .‘.had-,already_.been_.sent_away.Jn_view,..of.th;ifact;that e
e #-,_w-m-MW__v,erx._few-had__paperéy_j.n«goodA.ord\er.-_and__thatsome,mho,,had such.papers..___
e ofeee ¥ _had forféited all claim to protection_as_Americans by having alle-
ot ___ged on their return to Turkey that they were Ottoman subjects and
| concealed the fact of their American éitiz§n§hib,,,it,.ﬂoyld,,pro,- e

e bably be mrmmaifRimrerrs R OO R e R S IS

R _V - wociwcto found on investaigation that most if not 9llof these
- cmim e had . no-strict rights.-As-I understand-also-that-the Turkish-Govern--—
R — - ~..,..._.,.w.‘....men“l:.doesanot_:r'ecogn:i.se_expa.’o:::i.éﬂ:i.on,_:i.‘c, -would .be probably be-quite-. .-
_ - e Gifficult, ‘.especia'llyA under. present_conditions, to.insist too. ... ...
. e _strongly upon fisuch__rights o As it dis, T have been able to save.a . ___ .

DRSNS b oL I oot ol b gL b L UL L 3 NI A 4 (g | B S8l QIHR 4 5 Sl

few_people _and have been glad to_be_able_to_do_even that Alittle .

. poode Even that has been ,-far.' from easy, for notwithstanding the

~__ papers that had Ween given them by the authorities permitting

__them to remain some of them have been driven out of their homes _____ __
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by-the-gendarmes-and -their-houses-sealed-upe. ~The gendarmes -refused ————

‘to-pay-- arw~attent10n~to ‘their- papers .—Several— f-these-families---——--—-i-

—— haveucome -to.-the-Consulate-and -I~am—keep1ng-them -here —temporarlly. s

— As _soon-as-it.is-possible-I-shall-try-to-find-some-houses-near-the -

e -Consulate.where_they_can.live until.it.is_possible-to-leave.-here -in——

sa fety. e

At _the pres ent bime it is not pos sible_to.travel, forit. ..

N '{_\.Governmenfc,mightﬁgiyfeo_The,killing of_the_Catholicg_bishop shows.

u.‘“/ page 15)
|7~ think it could do so. The roads are filled with bands of Kurds and

__would mean almost. certaln death _in spite of any assurances_the

that a safe-conduct is of no value at this time. Even if the Govern~

| _ment wanted to give any one a safe journey I don't

derstand that many Turks have been killed while traveling, It seems

e as.though -there .is -great danger of these_people.-getting-beyond-all-— .

—rm——-—control-and.overrunning.-the -country..It-is-now_far from-safe.-even- .. —
—.in.town.and any. trips_outside of the town are. attended.with_cons e

e derable_risk. .

With_refe fence_'bo*Embas sy's_inquiry in telegram No 21, of _

July 12th, as to why I telegraph in French, I have to say that_

-about a month or so ago the director of the télegraph office sent

me word that he had again received orders that telegrams in English

could not be accepted. I subsequently called his attention to the
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fact that _the Embassy-telegraphed-me-in-English-and-then-I-called—————

his_attention to. Embassy's inquiry-about-the matter-in-the-above—- ———

--——.Mentioned telegram, He said-he-would-accept-telegrams—in-English, - —
- e but_as_none_of_ them understood English¢ at_the telegraph -office -

S ... there might be delay in_sending.them.sometimes.in case-they_had -to——— —

look outside for someone_to_censor them. However 5-I.shall try to—

send them in English and can probably explain their meaning suffie.. ..

ciently so_that there will be no delay in their leaving heree _ _

oo As the_danger. of .our being.out.off.from-communication-with - -

__. the Fmbassy seems_to_be_past_for.the present,.I.shall. not.contine- .

sending telegrams, as I suggested in my_despatch of_June 12th (File— . .

_No. 300), unless there is occasion to_do _soe I have no_doubt that .

... the occasions when they will be necessary will be frequeht_enoughe ... .__
I have the honor to be Sir, e
] o __Your obedient servant, -
. <s_§:_gned= Leslie A. Davis, L
) Consul.
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¥o.h8 ' American. Consulate

Mamouret-Ul-Aziz (Harput), Turkey,
] September 7, 1915 |

The Honorable

—The _Secr_etaxy._oiState 9

—Washington.-*

Sirs

I _have the honor to_enclose herewith copies-of two .

reports.- from -this-C onsulate-to_the Embas sy—-at-Constantinople - ———-—-

: 4 -about -the-Armenian-troubles;-dated-August-23-and- September-7y—————

1915, and_of_a despatch-in-regard-to-the_loss-_of-a ﬂprece%ing

report-on-the-same -subject,—dated September-6 ,—1915' .

. ) : | I have the honor to be, — . ..
N o sir,
T your-obedient-servant, :
S _kv e (5'\Mz - ..Ieslie A, Davis,- S
. | e TneloSures s - - e e e s
b A indicateds - Index Bureau: 867.L016/204, . .
B Bl0VL—— =




Copy for Department of State

American Consulate._

I“Iamouret-Ul-Aziz~(Harput);—”I_'urkey.

August_23, 1915, . -

.

i i ,,AmericanAmbassador,

Honorable Henry Morgenthau,

Constantinople O

Sirs

I ’have‘ the honor to_call the. attention of the -Embassy—————

to the following incidents which-are said-to- have-occurred in——

this_vicinity.recentlyin-connection with-the Armenian-—troubless

_ | On duly 5th three Armenians,-Setrak-Zouloumian-of- the ————-

) Id;;ad:.e quarter of Mezreh, Boghos. Der. Bogh0551an -of -the- v:LZL“Lage

i

}_,fﬁ o of Khulvank and ‘the third thus- far unknown“-hav:mg"'come'from

t

some place where they had_been. concealed,_attacked~and~k111ed*—~~“w

... at Habous:. the gendarme Mehmed of ‘the-village of Arndok. Then -

-+ armed with the mauser gun of the said gendarmed and with otheF ——

weapons -the-three -above mentioned Armenians started on the roads

It was established at the inquest that was-held that ths same

persons ~had killed-a. ‘person-named-Khedr-of -the village oi‘ Bestak,

~upon the Euphrates- river; and wounded one named Morella Hassan

. ..and that.all three had left Mezreh -armed. The three Armenians — —

I
i
|
i

were-finally ‘kﬂled”by'—-the ~gendarmes—of ~the Government s -
- — - ———-—On-Thursday s~July 15th, at the moment when certain gen- T

--darmes - named—Fei*zou]_’l.a'“‘OgIou‘Fe’izi‘B‘f"Eg}iin and Ali"bglou Hassan

. _of Kerassoun were-on-guard-in-accordance with -their- duty at the

monastery_of_lﬁlulvank e
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_twenty Armenians coming on the north side of the village, from —

the valley —of Kara. Sou(r), fired upon-the-above- mentioned-gen-

dm'mes,.~0ne.ba]l»—having—-hi—t-Ali~Oglou~Hassan—in—'bhe —leftleg

“they threw themselves _upoh.lﬁ.mand_seizing -his gun-wounded-him

in_the head with-the-gunstock. The -other-gendarmes—being-notified-

in time pursued the Armenians.and succeeded in killing two-of-

i
i
1

'
{
H
1
3

their number, Mango-Oglou-Garabed-and-Boghos s—while-the-otherg——

———Yan-awvaye-— : ~

On.Friday,-July-23rd,-a-certain-number-of--Armenians———————

belonging-to-the Committee—Tachnaks outiun;-who were corncealed

SN SR

in_the village of Morenik, -attacked-and-killed-with-a—gun-a———

i ... gendarme named Hak Verdon Oglou Dorsun-of the villa ge of -Bachkez;———

~after-having-fired-on-hig twicefs—In—the encounter which took -~ — -

place-between-the revolutionists—and the gendarmes tws 6f the —— ~

. latter were wounded, one named -Bink Oglou Ali Bin-Mehmed of the

—village of Gemai 'Tchairi"and"the"other"Vali"Hg’s‘ég;ﬁ‘oma‘f'oglgu' S
-.of Arabkir,..-Six-of.-the -Armenians-were killed and three- surrdyndereds -

- On Wednesday night, August lith, the "comitadjis"-of the. -

-Armenians who_had been arrested- and-placed-in-the-central-prison———--

- -of the Vilayet-set fire to-it, with-the probable intention of =~ —
___escaping, The gendarmes, although unable. to-extinguish thef fire, - -

tio
killed all the revol ists,-one ‘after—the—qther,— at-the-moment —— -

-~ when they were trying to-escape-from-the-prisons—— - -

-On-August-Tth,-between the villages-of- Hoghou-and-Morenik;—

a-band-of-armed-Armenians -fired-upon-some - gendarmes; who were " -
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'pursuingﬂthem._ThreeQof~the~Armenians—were~ki11ed“and*the*others—~*~“*

succeeded-in-escapings

IJiav,e. [

Leslie-A.-Davis.

aSH MMM_J?_‘#%%A Akst’[»zmm W?)Wﬂ—-

/E\-?—"Lt W 8M . -'}»a.xx;m_‘___ﬁ) G,,,ﬂl—l
P\.s_-}fumuwwm ..... Qe W 4. bm/m ——

M_wt,g,__mm_mﬂm%wm_, _‘th.“da/@vm_
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( ¥ational Archives, Washbington, D.C. 867.L016/225 )
—at: )

—_ American C;;;ulate ”
L Aleppo, Syria, October 16, 1915.
- - ~ .-The Honorable. . . R | S .
The _Secretary of State, 2
Washing’éon..._
- Sirs. ‘ e -

L — T have the_honor_to_enclose herewith a report on the
R B _‘_,Amenian__Exo'dus,_from__l{arpu,t;cqmi,ng_from a very reliable source. -
eI have the honor te be, Sir, e e
R . ) i _Your obedient servant, L

I . o | J.G. JACKSON B
B o o Consul
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ARMENTAN EXODUS FROM HARPUT -

On_the first_of_ dJune_3000 ,,p,eoplei ,_mostly women, girls, & .

children, left Harpoot, accompanied by 70 police-men & a certain ,

turk of influence, name Faike Bey. The next day they arrived at

e LA
-Hankeuy,_safely. _Here _Faike Bey took_L00 livres from the people,

in_order to.keep it _safely, till they arrive at Malatia and pro=_._

mised to.accompany them, for_ their protection up to Ourfa, but

that_same_day he_ran away with all the money.

The 3rd day the caravan of exiles reached Tootly-Keuy.

There the Arabs and Kurds began to steal t@l women and girls, jpill

they - reached-the-first-railway-station..of -Rasulain,-on.the Bagdad. ... ..

et e Iiine o -The -policemen, -given -to-them. for their.protection, incited .. .

meuem e —--the . half savage. tribes_of mountains,_to_attack them, for robbing, . __ .

killing, violating their women.and stealing them, & they them- .

e selves_so_many.time.violated the_women_openly. .

The_lith_day_they arrived at Keumirkhan, where the policemen

_killed three of the prominent men. The 9th day they came to Izoli,

where the horses, hired and entirely paid for the joumey_gp__‘b_g__m_‘ ~

__ Malatia, were taken and sent backe. So they had again to hire

___ox-carts to carry them to Malatia. Here many were left without

'\ _any_beast_of burden, only a few being able to buy donkeys & mules

_which also in turn8 were stolen. .~ ..

At Tzoli Hadji, a policeman, stole Mrs. Araxie Geulgikian

& her two daughters and ran awaye.
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The 13th day the caravan was_at Malatia, but for one.hour, ..

—m e for-they -returned -to-the -village -of- Chutlug,—two- hours -from-Ma—~ —————-

e —--latia. -Here_the policemen-deserted-them-altogether,-after tolling - —-

oo .__from them about 200 liras »-for the protection -they-had-given-them,—

,’,._”_ woice_. that far. And the people -were left to.the mercy of the beastly - ——

A\
dee .. Bey,s (claw chief o) of the Kurds of Aghja-Daghi. . .. . I

On_the 15th day they were again .trodding ~their way through . ... ...
e ‘s_t_f,e,ep_ mountains, where the Kurds gathered 150 _of the men, aged .

from 15-90 and taking them to some distance, butchered them and -

came back and began to rob the people.

eeieieeee.....THat day another caravan of exiles, only. 300.of which Were-men, -

' v .
oo from Sivas, Egin, Tokat_ joined .:P_Il_afbi.,from Harpoot, thus making a. .

bigger caravan, 18,000, all _counted._They started_on.the 17th day, . _ .

under the protection of another Kurd ggex.A_Tbis_Eeywcalled_out_his

___»pe_a_gfp}g,‘_@o attacked the caravan and robbed them. They stole five

of the prettiest girls and a few sisters of grace from Sivas. At

e e—night -some -other-girls-also-were-stolen,-but -they-were returned,
e 8Tter_being violated.-So.again-the-journey-was-started,-on-the ————-
e WAY_the pretity girls_being stolen,_one .by.one,_and.those remaining. . .-

oo behind being always _killeds The 25th day they reached the village . ...

girls and women were stolen.

On the li©th day the caravan saw the river Mourad, a branch of

the Euphrates. Here were seen the bodies of more than 200 men.
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| f’loa.t:mg -in-the-river,- and_traces of-blood-and- blood sta:.ned~~~——-——-~

/ fezes - (hat),-clothings-and. stockings-on-the-banks. ‘ -

( The chief of_the village,. near. by, tolled one lira from each . — .
{
\

——-Mman,_as_a_ranson.for not_being thrown into_the_river.

. On_the_52nd_day - they _arrived at_another v:i.l.lage ,,here_'bhe_,.m-__,~__

‘_‘ Kurds took_ from them every. thing they had, -even their shirts_and__

drawers and for five days the whole caravan walked all pakg ed

unde r-the.scorching-sune ~For%za.nothe r‘_ri‘ive -days-they-did}-nob —

.. have.a.mors elgoi“ ‘bread,.neither ma_dropﬂof._watér. _They-were -SCOTwm -

{ —-ched. to_death by. thirst. Hundreds_over hundreds_fegl dead.on-the. S

Way,. ‘their tongues were_turned to_charcoal and -when_ at _the_end 9 i
of the fifth. ;iayj_;bhe:y:‘_,rea‘,ched_,a__ﬁf_ountain s _jhe,_whole_,caravan s natu-

rally, rushed t o;,i_.’@, _but_the policemen stood in front of them

!

and forbade them to take even a drop of water, for they wanted

to sell the water, from one to three liras the cup, and sometimes

t even not giving the water, after getting the moneye. At another

- place, where there were wells, some _wogmen threw them selves :Lnto

it,.as_there. was_no.rope.and pail.to _drow..water s--but_there were

denedjnd._inspite_.of_'bhat._the-r,esfo,df;bhe,people-ﬂraﬂk._from_’cha'b__.__

well, the dead bodies still staylng,uand stinking_ :Ln it. Sometimes,

in_other shallow wells, when the women _could enter _and_come out,

the other people would rush and lick and suck the wet dirty clothes,

\

to_quench their 'bhlrst. .

When they came near an arab v:Lllage s in that naked state, the

.Arabs pitied 'bhem a.nd gave 'bhem old pieces of chpothes, to be co-

vered withe Some of the exiles who had money 1ef'b, ‘bought some

' ’




e _places.and -that-in.a-very-beastly.-manner,-of_courses..

5/
) |
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. state up to_the city of Haleby

clothes, But_there were_still some left, who_came in that naked -

»¢ The poor women could not walk for

__shame, they walked all bent forward.

In this naked state they had found some ways to keep the lite

_tle money they had. Some kept it in their hair, some in their

_mouths_and _some _in_their wombse. And when the robbers attacked

them_all. The remaining were ordered to continue their waye. In

-——-On.the .60th_day.when _we_reached Viran Shehir, only 300_had .
remained _from_the 18,000 _exiles._On_the 6Lith_day they gathered _ _

all_the men and the sick women, and children and burnt and killed

_ 1) .
one day they arrived Rasc @ajpg where for two days, for the first

time, the Goverﬁment gave them bread, which could not be eaten,

but for the other three days they didf not have even thate

station,io--s:e,nd“them_to,_,Halef&,)py_‘train. Against all the discussi'on

Here_a_Circassian_persuaded_the wife of the pastor of Sivas _

and _some_other women, with their children to go with him to the

of their friends, these women followed the man, so they and their

children were unable any more to walk the rest of the f.\rney.

The man took them to the opposit direction of the station, explai- -

' \ ning that he would borrow money from his friend, near by, for

the tickeﬁs, but after a short time the man returned to them and

the women and their children were no more.

.ﬁ/ The_chief of the place_demanded three liras for himself and

() Ron it i
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one lira for the railway ticket from ieiéh of them, in order to

let them go by traine

//Wkﬂ
| On the 70th_day, when they reached _Hai_lg‘gmn_gnd chil-

dren were remaining from 3000 exiles of Harpoot, 150 women and

- \
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QPPENDIX F

867.1016/206  “merican Bubassy_

No 612, C onsH tantlnaple;_v‘_ﬁ; _____

November-9 4—1915
-—\-—,\—-———‘

The-Honorable

The-Secretary of -State;

Washington ;

Sirs

I have the honor to-enclose -herewith—ga

1/_'branshtmn*oiastatementmde -by-Miss Alma - Johanson -regare—————

ding- atrocn.tleswonmu’o‘bed agalnstﬂ&rmenlans :Ln Eaxstern Anatol:.a.wuw—

She—-is—a-Swedish-lady-but-has -been”connect'ed—for“bhi‘rte enTe'am—“

..with_ijhe.‘Geman-MissirdnaMIoush.~‘Her~srtatement—was ~made-in————-

R German,-the-enclosed-copy is- an~English “branslation-of it

2/ I c:1.::srrherew:d:h‘enclose a” 1etter from™ Dr."”Pgagt o _

Of—Konla;-ftogether -with-a—translation-of-a-letter—(No:-7)-

-~jreceived'from'—‘bhe*Amenian"Conmittee of ‘Dashnaksoutiune e

— \ -~ ——1 shall-continue -to-send-you-these-statement -without— / .

—\—anyt eonment,‘as-they-»-speak for— themselves.

I aAlMeess

Ho Morgenthau .
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Thus_Moush was burntfdovm :m—thls monstruous “Ways

Fvery ofi‘lcerlboasted ofthe-number-he-had-personally- massacred

thus Andlng—Turkey‘of—the —Armenian-racesWe-left—for-Harpute

Harpqut-has-become-the cemeteryofthe-Armeniansy;—from-all

directions‘they—have~been—brought~to~Harpf;ut-to—be—buried. -

There they 3ie-and-the-dogs-and-the-vultures—1isk-their-bodies -

’ In~Harp<kut-—~and—Mezréfthe~~peop1efhave*had*to-endum“terrible T —

to:tures,—such“as—their”eye:brows—béiﬁ“g‘pu]l‘éd“oTi, their

breats~are -cut-off,—their —nai—ls ~#Apulled'~ out,—their-fe et-are-cut——

off-or- they—hamer—na11s1nto—them—3ust~as~they' ‘do™ wi’ch'%ourses.

This_is_all_done _dumng.the_mghtandtln order _that—the -people

may-nothea r,-then‘»sa—rc?@ -and-know—of—their ‘agonyrs oldiers

atand—around—’che*pmsons“dr:mm:mgand blmnmhstles. Need=

1ess—to—repeat —that many-died- of~these—tortures. The-soldiers
then-cry—:"Now-let-your Christ-help you.—-r-—One-old—pmesi‘,—was

tortured-so-much-into-confes sion~thatvhe-be1ieving—tha'.t*this

pain would cease and he _Would@be_lefi',—alone“criéd~out—in—his

de sperat:.on s"e-are o-revolut-lonarybpeople ot ~expected—h:n.s—~—-——

uorture Wou1d~end but*on%he—corrbmryd'bhe*soldlers—sa:_d-A'Wha‘b’*-“‘——

-else-do-we-seek—for?-We-have-it-here from-his-own-1ips+"And

the_officials

instead of choosing their victims as they did up-to—thepresent—

-page-6}

had_all the Armenians, sparing no-one,-tortured. Beginning of

July,--2000-Armenian-soldiers-were-ordered—to-leave '~fdr~ﬁ&eppo

to-build-roads+—The-people-of-harpout-were-terrified-omhearing——




this and the panic started in the town. The Vali called

the German Missionary, Mr. Eheman, and begged him to quiet

the people repeating over and over again that no harm whatsom

ever would befall these soldiers. Mr. Fheman_believed the

Vgli~and—quiefbed-the—people +—But-they-had-scarcely-left-when——
we_heard that they had all been murdered and timmmn thrown

in_a_cave._ Just_a.i‘ew_managed ‘to_escape and-we-got the—reportsm——

from them. It was useless to protest to 'bhe_j.ll, the _American -

Consul at Harpout- protested*lnqsunost -shameful. manneriﬂAai‘ew——_—

dayS~1atervanother—QOOO—Armenian—s oldiers-were-despatched-via———

Diarbeld.r—and—:‘m—order»—'bo~hindér~them~i‘rom~es caping,they were——

left_to_starve on-the “way-mpbckimariyex-so ’—tha'b.i;hey—hé.d——no :

pdwer—le ft-in-them-to—flee, The Kurds were -given-notice-that—

‘the —Amenians—areﬁh—the-wayﬂnd—the—wives—of~'bhe—Kurds~came

withjheimbutchen'ﬁxnivesio_help_themn._In._-,%ezré_a-public

house.was-erected for-the Turks---and-all-beautiful Armenian

girls_and_women_were_put_ih oAt night the Turks were-allowed—

free-entrance. The-permis sion-i‘or—theAProtestant« —and-Catholic

Armenians—to-be-exempted-from—deportation-arrived-only-after————
their,depontation.“The_Gov,emment_wantedJ:o_fnrm the _few

remainingwAmenian —~to-accept—the-Mohamedan-faith.-A-few
page T)

did so in order. to save their wives and children from the

great suffemng_alr_egdy w;n.tnessed,. The people_t begged us_to

leave for Constanti nople_and_bmng_some_secum,ty for theme

On—our-way-to-Constantinople-we-only—encountered-some-old-wo-

men.— o young girls or women-were to be seen.
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eee_COPY, No..173
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N N American-Consulate.. _ﬁé‘?/#_ol. /| v __,___..___-_A
| S ‘ _Mamouret-Ul-Aziz,(Harput) s—Turkey S
B | : December.30,-1915. - '
. S - Honorable._Henry.I'Iorgehthau s -
- . American Ambassador, - . : - - ——
e — _ Constantinople.. |
. e Sirs | |
~ - —T ~-have -the-honor-to-continue -my-reports-of "Juﬁe ‘BOth s T

{— - July-11th,--July-2lth,~August-23rd-and-September-Tth-(File-Nos8L0s1) —

about.the-deportation-and-massacre-of--the-Armenians-in- this-re giony —

e @8 _followss e , —

\ _ : : ‘
. The-last-four-months-have-been-full-of uncertainty and "

anxiety-for-every-one.-There-has-been-no-security for-any mme-of ————

Aot the few.Armenians-who-were-left-here-after-the-deportations-of — -

}omie e July. and August, whether they-had-been .allowed- to-remain-because - ——

oo 0f _their being Protestants 9 Catholics s-American-citizens,-or-for e
... other reasons, and no assurance worth.listening to -that-the-Armem —— -

___menianf question is_ended. The_town.crier has. announced._onc¢e_or e

twice by order of the Vali that_no_more Armenians would be.sent.. ... .

_away and that all could come out without fear, but the falsity of ..

'j}}_?}}jpng}}gpgrg_ej;ts was shown a few weeks later by the wholesale

arrest and deportation of those who had ventured out in reliance

ted and, no matter how many times this may occur, I have no doubt

Ok von-Manah -3 SR
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that_others will be caught_in the_same way_as long.as.any remaine._ ...

v _w_.»_,_#.‘_.,,l_,_There_s eems_.‘oo-_be_ﬁas__imuch__reas on_to_apprehend_a_further arrest____.___. e

3

.__and deportation wnow_oi‘v_;bheﬁJ‘.'evLArme_nj_é.ns_._,Whoﬂremain

6. page 2)

. here as there has been at any time during the last six months. No

one knows what the next move may‘_“_lp_e__g;_'_;yw}_l_en it may be made. No one

. 2.
- knows whether the few who have escaped thus far will be sPit{ed in

the end_or whether those who_are _perpetrating.this_crime, the most

awful,_probably, that _has_ever been committed _against any_race of

people, will continue until the last Armenian_in_the country has

_Jbeen killed.

The predictions made and fears expressed in my early reports

upon this subjects have been for the most part all too fully realized.

As two of them (Nose 62 of June 30th and 71 of July 2hth) were ap-

parently-lost-in.the mails or-intercepted. by the authorities, I .

am.s ending- copies_of these_reports.in_accompanying despatch Noel72 .. ..

eeeee.0f yesterday. It will be noticed _that ,they_:are _not_reports_that.

’w,ere _intended _to_ be_read by Turkish officials, but I presume_ that_

___is what has happened to them, The receipt of my reports of July _

11th, August 23rd and September Tth has been acknowledgede

In the latter I spoke of the fact on p;a_gg_y;_fb_h_a_tj:__:_q___'.}_._g}jgg_

number_of_ Protestants had _been_sent_away _a fwe days_before the _H_'_A_
) il
order_had _been_received exempting Protestants_from deportation. . —

__They were said to_be near Malatia when the order came and I worked

very hard to have them brought back here but without success. A
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few-did»—’succeed~in-coming—baclrwithout'havirig"be’“‘en given permission

by-the-authorities .-The-way-in-whi ch-they-did it was by paying Kirds B

~large-sums-of-money,-often-fifty or-a-hundred-Turkish liras s bo T

[
. i —
—bring-them here-at-night.-Those -were-mostly-women;-of -course; as— — "

_,_,_w;‘m_p"olice_hunted _dovm

SR 3)

__,;ﬂw_ —-nearly all the -men-had-been-sent-away earlier-in-the -sumers The ——————

and caught many of Xkwem those who. had returned in-this- way. They* e

One of the most remarkable :anldents in_the terrible tragedy— -

'bhaﬁ.is~being~-ena cted‘-has—been—the—sale ~by-the-Government-at public

—-auction of great_quantities-of-s econd-hand~c10thj_ng ~that-had-beep—— -

_taken._ i‘rom _the backs. of the. deporbed Armenians-who-were: kJ.lledrMany'“‘—w

bundles_ of such clothlngﬂwere brought_in.town-and-the-sale-continued —————

in the max:ke;b,-_—place,__for_mmny_days..‘l_amwtoldwthat«the~same~thing~took»h—ww:-

_._Pplace in the«Qﬁh?I?.tova_of.johis;_'\fiiayet.-.I.,saw._.itwgoingwon'-here-my—- S—

)

self. One can hardly imagine ¢ a,n:y;th:l‘.ng,s_o«,sor,d:i.d.orﬁ.‘grewscme...Amother.,~ ....... -~

——Aact_of barbarism.still more frightful s~Which-has-been-related-to-me

|| by survivors_of_the massacres ,wisﬂthatf-i:h&gendarmes -sold-them-in——-

| 8TOUps of fifty or a_huhdred.to.the Kurds.-who-were-to-kill-them-and —

could have whatgy‘erhthex‘couldﬁfind -on.them. As _most.of . the ~-PETSONS =

__deported were thoroughly searched and robbed by the gendarmes-the -

 Kurds seldom obtained more than a ifew_old_clothes_from_the-.persons

when they killed, Thus the so-called "deporbatlon"_ of _the. Armenn_ans- SR

has been carr:Led One
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— Another matter that-should-be -mentioned-in-speaking-of -the —————-

——.||..present situation is the partial destruction of-the Christian-chure-————

e -——aTre,- of .course, -in-the-possession-of-the-Turks.,

- ] __che,s~in,_the._surrounding -villages..-All-the churches-in-this-region—-———-

On-Sunday ’ ~-September- 2 6th s—the-Vali-had-an-ammouncement——— -

made_that no more.Armenians-would-be-deported.-For-several-weeks ————————

o _afterwards_everything. -appeared. Jc.o -be_quiet-and- any -Armenians-who-————

had been_in hiding up_to_that_time_ventured_to_come.out.-Some-became

_Moslems thinking they

_page L)

would -then-be-in-no-further-danger. Suddenly-in-the-middle -of -the——

—afternoon-on-Thursday,-November -Lith,~the-day-being -a-fair-one-when-—

— _,-_-/._.- many.people.-were-in-the-streets-and -market-place,-the -police-began—

to_arrest all.the Armenians-and-Syrians-they-could-finde-Many were — ———

e _caught in the_streets;_houses.-known-to-contain-Armenians -were —v:‘Lsited~--——~

and_the_occupants_dra gged_out ~of_them including the family-of-one ~of e

4
| .,-,_._A-,le__QaYaS.S.eS.;_‘.bhe‘American_.Hospi'bal _was_surrounded while some.of.the

statloned in front of this Consulate to prevent any_one from entering .

it to seek refugr_eb here; among those arrested and taken;bojhe_px:is_on,_,
__were some_of_the American citizens whom I had_been -protecting-and-a-—

- numberof other. persons.- for-whom -I-had -obtained permission-that-they —————-

-—could_remaine In.two_or three._hours_the_police .gathered to getherr-rat S ——

... the prison_fully five hundred people. from this_towme.-I. spent that ..

afternoon and evening and all the next day in_going.around.looking.up—.. .
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the__dii‘ilar_entgné,s whom_I_had been trying to_protect, to_see which

ongs;ﬂ@r@__all _right and which ones had been arrested and in visi=

_ ting the Commander, who was_then acting as Vali, and the Chief of

Police to obtain the liberation of those who had been arrested,.

The scene that evening, when I visited the Chief of Police a second

____‘time with the 1ist of persons arrested whom I‘wanted released,

L was one never to be forgottga_n. Opposite his office was this crowd

—rioee.0f _prisoners,-every-one-of-whom.was-in ..ndangez"_.-of_ death and expec= ..

e e bing 3t _but _hoping.that_some_one_would .save_them., ‘Théy were. called . . .

4 . _oubt_of_ the crowd_one_by_one_and brought_into the office where I ___

. —page-5) ‘
ceiim e ... Commander_of _the_Gendarmes. All but_one for whom I asked were re= __
irsoo__leased. The_one_exception was_a_young man who_had been a teacher
—....in the Turkish school and was_a friend of my clerk. During the sum-
i | mer I had obtained permission for him to remain and had kepy him

I at the Coﬁs_qlate for several months. He had decided, however, to

~ o accept Mohamedanism and had left the Consulatela few weeks prior
—— ol %o that time, against the advice of most of us. Then he tried to . __

gt _back his position_in.the_school_and _to_collect_the .arrears_of

. ___his salarye..He_and two_other young men who_had also_accepted Moham= -

_ ___medanism and tried to collect some money from the Government were

taken out_.of the prison a day or two later and killed a short dis-

| tance out of town. I have been told on good authority that the

principal reason why these young men were not released was because

’
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—+they_had.tried-to.-collect-money—from-the Government.-Human-life. is-— o

cheap here_and.public. ofi‘:.c:.als ‘have .an- efi‘ectlve-method of sav:mgww e

—the moneys_of the State.

- —.._A11 the Syrians_and a_large number of_the Armenians from.. B

. __this_town who_were_arrested on November lith were finally released _

.__1in oneway way or another. The following day a_wholesale arrest_of

Armenians occurred at Harpub but most of them were releasede The vile
. . {.
lages did not fare so well. From many of them the entire Armenian

__bopulation had already been sent away and killed, as I have previous=

1y reportedvgsee my despatch of September 9th, page 2, File No. 310)’

e dn.others, however,.quite.a _number. of women.and.children ‘had.been-. .

|l _page §)

lefte Many hundred of ,ﬁhese_were__arr,es’oed .and _brought_here on Fri-

day_and. Saturdaj _November

_ 5th and 6the I saw one group of several hundred as they__@e_r\e driven

in here like cattle by a few gendarmes. They had come from a village

= ———Some-distance .away-and-were-aiready-exhausted: mothers-were-carrying . —
4 . their children;.one woman.-was.carrying-another woman-on-her-backs . .

e ‘theold, the lame ,.-:bhe, blind, were staggering along.dazed.and stupe- .. .

fied_and if they dropped. behind were_prodded_by._the gendarmes_and made

__to go one I saw _them_taken_ in_front:of the office of the Chief of _

__Police _where orders were given about them and they were sent_away. _

_Probably one or two thousand persons were sent away at this pime

: 5
and I have learned their fate from a few yurvivors who succeeded in

getting back here alibe, It appears that soon after leaving the town
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they-were-separated-into-small-groups-and-taken-in-different-direc-

A-————————tions ;-that-those-in-several-of-the-groups,-and-undoubtedly-those-in——

----0thers_also, were-led-into-secluded-valleys-and-then -bayoneted-by ————-

-oethe gendarmes 3-that-after they.were.-killed-brush-was-heaped-on-their— -

__bodies and the gendarmes attempted to burn them. A few are said to
—_— -

—e1'___have_gotten_as_far_as_Diarbekir but uno% word _has .been.received. from — —_.__

any_of_them since that, as_far as I have been able to learn scand ..

\

___there is little doubt that practically all were finally killede It

is to be noted that few, if any, of the village people who were_de= -

ported im either at this time or before ever arrived safely at their

__alleged destinatione The few who are known to have arrived anywhere

are mostly people from the towns who had some means and were probably

able to_ pur,chés e_their lives from the_ gendarmes who accompanied. them

but apparently all those from the villages were massacred._ In the

case of many of the large villages no word has been received from

o _page.7()

a_single_person.who_was_deported from. them.

R . The term of "Slaughterhouse Vilayet" which I applied to this

_Vilayet in _nﬁy_las_t_repor_,t _upon_this_subject (that _of September_ 7th)

has been fully Jjustified by what I have learned and actually seen

since that time, It appears that all those in the parties mentioned

- _on-page.15_of that_report,-men, -women-and_children,.were -massacred -

about_five _hours_distance_from_here. In.fact ,mi'b,is.-almostmcertainw_._*.._;«

e ___that s with the_exception_of a.very small number of those who were . __ ___

deported_during the first_few_ days_of July, all who_have left here
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~feeeee——have-been-massacred-before-reaching -the-borders-of-the Vilayete- It —

eeh-grain to Mush for the Government returned here with their ox-carts.

is-somewhat -difficult-to-understand-the plan by which people were ..

—--———-—brought-all-the -Way- here -from-Trebizond ,~Ordou,-Kharassou,-Zaray

, ,_._m.-/\ —-Erzeroum-and-Erzingan, _oniyﬂto...be _butchered in. this vilayet. During.

e ! __the_second week_of_September.several hundred Armenians who_had taken .

o} Nearly all of them were_then put_in prison and a_few days later were.
)

__sent_out_and killed, During the last two months quite a large number

of -Armenian-soldiers-have-been_brought-back.in.groups_of two.or _ . .

three.-hundred.from ‘Erzingan. -They-have arrived.in.a most pitiable .. ___

and_the privations jhéx_had suffered. After all they had endured

_and after having been_brought this far it appears that nearly all of =

_them were killed a few hours after leaving heres A few have escaped

and have related how the gendarmes tied them together a short distance

e out-af-towne.-The.significance of that was_apparent and some resisted. .

. .;,,__4_,-,_;,.,,_Theiry.-dead..bo dies may.be _seen -alongéide _of the road. The rest_of them

_.are_said.to_have_been taken a. 1itt1e,; fé.r,’chermand killed in _the moun~_

tains._One_of the sad sights of this town now _is to see companies

_of these soldiers being brought here every liitle while,

page 8) . - ’ '

when we know that they are to be butchered like animalse. We are all

<l —

} -—wondering-why-this-Vilayet-is-.chosen-as-the.slaughterhouse.

- -.__-m_.-m;_-_._A-.strilcingw.fea'bure,of the present situation in this vieinity ..

is_the large rumber of_ immigrants _who_have_arrived. from_the_direction




bt
"

9

of-Van,~Mush-and-Bitlis+—Many-of-the-Armenian-villa ges~that were——

entirely-depopulated-during -the -summer-are-now -filled-with-these —

~Moslem-immigrants.-It-is-thought-by-some-that-one-reason-for-destro-——-

-|~¥ing-the-Armenians-was-to-make -room-for ~£hem.—At -any -rate,-there —————

--seem-to.-be_enough-of-them-to-fill-the -vacant -placess-As-they-appear -——-

--to_be_a.very poor.class .-of.people s-1it-remains—to-be --seeﬂwhat the ' —— v

J—effect will be_industrially of_ this change in the population-of

_this_region.

___0f nearly_a hundred thousand Armenians_who were .in_this Vi-

_layet a year ago, ;there_,,are.,probablywnot,_mo re_than four_thousand lefbte. .

I’c-.hashbeen‘reported_recently_:bha'b -not _more_than_five per cent-of the ..

Armenians were_to _be_ left. It_is_doubbful if that many remain nowe ... _ __.

.. There are probably more in. proportion in.the _two _towns_of Mamourete_

Ul-Aziz and Harput than elsewhere because many have come_from the

vilages in which no Armenians now remain or can live and have sought

shelter here. It is estimated that between one-third and one=half

of the entire existing Armenian population of this Vulayet is now

in these two towns and in two or three of the neighboring villages, _

but the pe7@ns above méntioned who have recently come here form a_

condiderable portion of this nugher, The children in the German or-

phanage,_some_four_or five hundred in _number, form another large. .. .. .. _

element in_the remaining populatione

e _page 9) |

—rem-There-are -said-to-be a-great-many-Armenians-hiding-among -the -Kurds - -

in-the-Dersim-but-it-is-impossible-to-estimate-the-number with- any-————
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R S ——accurancy.--There _may. be five hundred.or.there.may. be a _thousand ... ___

eeoib . _bhave _accepted_Mohammedanism and are living with Turks,. .

meeeein-alle -In-other parts. of the Vilayet there are very few and in

oo _many.of_the. towns_and villages non_at._all except_a few womenwho ___

U I In wy-brief. despatch.No..170.0f yesterday I spoke. of the . .

- ——-—e-—-—pressure -that is being brought.on.nearly.all .the Armenian women.here, ..
o2 including wives..of naturalized Ottomans, _to_embrace_the Moslem faithe
oo As_directed.in Embassy!s_Instruction_of November 30th, I_endeavour

to_dissuade _them_from_taking this stepe A _very_ large number of wo-

men have come to me about this matter during the last few weekse

oo They say.they. are. threatened with.deportation, which means almost .

el this will _actually be the_result _of such refusal in. many _cases. I

S

- certain.death, if they refuse., It _is by no means_improbable that. ____

R .‘._m-~§‘ha11,_do___ey9_zy.’c_hing..pcﬁs_iblg,_oi_c_ourse,:,o.o save from either fate _

. __all women who are in any way entitled to Amerivan protection.

One_.of the disappointments_in the _present _terrible situation__ . _

_.and_one_of the_saddest_commentaries_on American missionary work _

o k _._among_the Armenians is_their lack of religious and moral principles _

.| and the general basemess of the race. During all that has happened

__during the past year I have not heard of a single act of heroism

eree——and vilest_Turks_to_save_their own lives; to_change their religion._

o5 _a matter _of little_importance to most _of the people; lying and . _ . _

trickery and an_inordinate
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1ov_e-of_money_are~-bes etting-sins-of-almost-all ,~-evenv-whi-1e -they————

stand in_the very shadow of death. On-one-occasion,-when-the-stu~.

dents_of_the_American_theological -senﬁ.nazy-uere -arrested,-nearly. —— ———

_every_one of them -lied about_one thing or another to_save himselfe. .-

Absolute_t{ruthfulness_is_almost-unkomm -among—the-members-of-this

'\.mrace « Money is. _saught_at._any price,._even-at.the.risk-of their lives g e

~pemen et

as in the_case of_the young man mentioned on page 5 of this _deSe—

patch whom I_had saved from_death and tried_to_help.for_several ... . . __.

months by keeping him in the Consulate. Every trick_and device are

resorted to by those who are not_in need as well as_by those who_are - .

to obtain money and often by depriving others of it who are in much _

greater needs From every point of view the race is one that cammot

be admired, although it is ohe to be pitieds

14

The_present_is_the_tfme_to_consider its_needs_and not dits. .
| merits. w,'l-,‘he,.th,ousand _or_two_thmmsmymt Armenians_in_this_imediate vie . -

cinity are for the most part entirely destitute and dependent upon._ .

charity. Many are awaiting remittance from America while many others  _

o B have no relatives there or elsewhere to help them. Pmctical]y;gll
e _.Who_remain here are women and_children and few of them have the .
...... oo Means with which fo.bw_br:e,ad_or_arwﬁway_of_eaming_it.,,._Réliei‘ I
| workis b@.i,rig._Qéx_r;i@_c_l___on_ﬂbx_,bpieh._thewfieman‘_and,the___A,merican_nn‘_s:_;_-_._
B ; sionaries but it iﬁ-nQL@nQJ;ghﬁiig_me_ej;_thg_nce_ezds_,ai?:che.,présent_._w-w_,
_ | time. I shall be very gtad to assist in such work as faras Toan
S as I have been doing with the funds already sent by the Embassy
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for that_purpose_and_shall_do with such additional funds as.the

} . Embassy may be_able_to_send.
SRS I —page-11)-
—— ’ -The_important thing is.to.keep people-alive --for—th7 -present —————
it

| and then to_assist them to leave the c ountry_as._soon.as/may_be_pose ...

e 8ibles_There_is_no way_ of knowing however, what further measures may . .

_ be take_n_agains,t_.the»few_,suryivors__x-rho_remin__here .and _the diificulty .

. __bnder present condition s of saving any in case of emergency from the
B cut-throats of this region is perhaps greater than can be easily rea=
 Yized by thosé who are living in more civilized placese The only ef-
___fTective way I have found, as I have previously explained, has been to
o L keep people in the Consulate itself ahd naturally the number who can
- ~_be saved in that way is limited.
...... — ' ’ I_have the _hoho r;_to -be,-Sir,
ST IO | . Your_obedient_servant,
R Signed:_Leslie A._ Davis
— | Consul
- 8L0.1 .
e page 12)______________In_ cipher __ - —
e : I «‘:'Lntend %o -supplement -these -reports.-on-the depopulated-and _-__._--—._-_:_

massacre_of the Armenians with._an.account._of two_trips_which now_made

R I, /o J -1 Jake-abothS*hour.s_distant- from_here where I saw_the_dead bodies

of _fully 10_thousand _persons_comma_many_of whom_had_been recently kile_ ___

_ded. cbmma _and to illustrate it with photographs which I took of them .

_ alive_in_camps_Period_It_would_not_be_prudent

__.__.now Period.
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StatementA_.oLa,Suxtvivor

Tn May 1915, and without notice or warning, the. entire I

Armenian quarter-of-Samsoun-was-one-morning-surrzmmmounded-by-————

' gedarmes. _EheJXmenian_popliationatjamsoun._was_larger_than_

the—»GreekAp‘opula’c.ion. —

For a week the houses_were closely guarded, and the inmates

lived-on-what-they-had,-except-that-on-the-second- day~ofwthe~+

guarding all the men were allowed to Mgo;to _market, but_upon_ re=-

: A
turning were all imprisoned until-the day when the. 7ep ortation. ..

was made. Then_one man from_each iami]y;was_lat,put,Atogaccompany___ o

the family = the -rest_being retained-in-prison-until-sent-out —

later in the direction taken by their families. The families . .

e et Were - taken to. a -mountaine.-Those retained in prison were-later——

o brought _to a valley in which was a stream in sight from the

- A mountain.;Their_anns_were‘tied_behindsbheir‘backs.,-and, they-were

o ..t .. comanded to knell down, when their heads were out off and their

|- bodies —thrown-intorthe~stream.-v-i;aterf~some -of-the bloody shirts - — -
T T —

~—up-the-mountainand-showed-them to-the-families;-saying,*Now -

‘|- you will believe that we have killed them. a]l..Nowfg:’Lve..us of o

— your-girls<"-They carried -off—the ~-girls-they-selected--from-seven—- -

Tt T o years of age and upwards Also-at-different places on theroady - -
——eme—— e —— ——- - but -especially -Malatia,—girls-were-taken-to-houses.-At-Malatia — -

- ~-_*~'—"thefgi.rls -were-kept—in-the-houses—for -longer-or-shorter-timesy———

" and when those who took them become tired of them they were’

brought to Feroonjilar motntain where the deportation wex

was encamped for several days and thrown down a orecipice. Also
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, while remaining there, batches of the deported were taken off

and disposed ofs This wm not only with those from Samsoun

_\-otherplaces, who¢ were collected

“but_also trith_those_from Erzeroum, Sivas, Tocat, Marsevan, and

page—2)
on-that mountaine S Some from these deportations bmbed 'bhe guards

and were—pem:.’c.ted_to_go to_Malatdiae -

NeamOld_IJIalatla ,_some two and half hours north of Malatia,

there-was -a-kind -of pit.imto which the bodies of the dead vice

tims-were-throwns—It-became-filled up.with them until. the stench

was so _bad that they had to cover the pit with earth.

Personal Account -

: Theéfamil;'rﬁstarted,,fromvsamsoun,, five in numbere. .

2w ..The father and brother were disposed of on 'bhe waye

The- s:Lster died_on_the_road, and the mother in Malatiae

__After the mother's death she went to the Tocat family

with-which she had become-écquainted,at,Malatia,_vand_,_who were

== -{nstrumental-in- gettlng “her-here. She had escaped being appro=-_

T priated ’chrough the use of money and by making herself undesi--
" "‘ﬁbl'éj“Mafé“tﬁé‘ ‘Tocat family ‘had friends to whom-they went-and———

“book her with them. There she asked for the Armenians, as she

fias many friends in America, and through a shoemaker, o

knew these friends and also the Americans, she was broughte

Revznsed Statemen’c. of a surv:.vor.

As to the f:.rst statement that the Armenian quarter at Sam~

soun was surréy{y!y!ounded she_saw gendarmes guarding houses as
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{_She went to the church, at the end of the week of their

imprisonment. in their houses, to_partake ¢ oi‘_the_conmunion,

_J“I |

_as they Wemjn_alhwedmmc_hy the.authom’c.les —to-go.-She-heard

many--at _the_ churchﬂspeak*of 'bhelr*hav:mg—s oon—the- same—thlng———

atfother—quarters—oi%the—tovmwhere -Armenians resides
page_3)

S RS

She was with the families that-were-taken-to—the —mbun-~——~

tain,—and-saw-that-every— even:mg—they—were%here, a—batch-of

themen*werevbrought,_w:.th thelr hands-tled—behlnd«thelr bakes y——

,’ to the—valleyrShew—s a~w~'bhe4cn.111ng~of —the-men- andﬂrhen-*bhelr—w

: bodles»—were»—thrownﬂntoﬁthe—stream ~in—the —bottom*of*the“valley. ,

—She-also—s-a w- some-of—thewbutchers ~come-up—the- mounta:r.n

with-bloody- gaments-:t.n*'bheztr~hands*and—h—e-a—r—d—them”say'
, "Now believe that we have killed them" and s 1Give us your

_girls", She s a .w_them_s elect _girls —when_on-the_mountain ,'7

at_different places—on-the road-she -~saw_—men—é elect-girlsy-and

—ails oQat—Mala’bia-.-—She—related~aﬁns tances—Txeyhad—cometoa—

pla ée.whe:ceihere_&ras_a.bﬁdge‘._A_mn_tooka»—girl—understher |

—bridge.-She-saw-the-girls-struggle-to-be—free—from-the-man

_untily in his_rage he drew_his_sword-and-whacked-her-on—the——

‘,v-head—and—ld.—i-led—her.~She~said~that—éhe—s -a&-W—several-such—————

instances-on-the_road-and-also-at-Malatiae.

{ _
She-said-that-she-hers elf;—when-on—theFeroonjilar

mountain,—saw-several-girls—throwm-over-a-precipices Also

\-she_s a w along the road and at Malatia, little children

l throvm-into-the-river-alive,-and-also-others—thrown-alive

into-pits-and-earth-thrown-over—them-to-drewn-their-cries
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and suffocate them. She also s a w_the large ik pit at_01d

Malatia, which contained so_many Armenian bodies. and was_covered

with-earth-to-escape-the-stench.

: She_and_her mother, —together with other women ,;at«them__.

same-time-bribed the —~guard-to-pe fmit—them -to-go-to —-Malatia o

At Malatia she with her mother,.she-said,—paid money-to-a-Turk,  —

who-kept-them-in-his-house-until-her-mother-died;—when,-as-she

l_ said when testifying-of her own-family s—she went-to-the Técab ——

family-and-came —on-here-with-its
page L) - B

She -saw-and-convers ed-with-many-who-had-been-deported-from

Erzeroum;—Sivas;-Tocaty Broosa-and other-placess
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No_85 | 867..1016/303

American Embassy

Constantinople

November-173-1916 —-
Thejionorablp

The-Secretary-of-Statey

Washingtone.

Sirs ———

I have the honor to_enclose-herewith -in-duplicate-for--—————

~the Department!s-information,-copy-of-two-affidavits—filed at————
- the_Fmbassy (enclosures-Nosel-and-2),-sworn-to-by Mrs —FEthel —~ e

~Marston Agazarian, a native American-citizen; the wife-of -Bag="" -

dasar Agazaman, —an-Armeniany -who-met—his -death-when—the earlier—

e e Lo QA TIOW -

denortatlons.ourmemans -from Harassa, near- Harputs-were-come————
menced‘ -one-contains what-the -affiant actually saw, and’ the T

—other-what-was—related- 'bo hers These dispositions were made at =~

~---Ty-request-as this-is-really- the-first-opportunity the Embassy —

has had of acquiring first-hand information.in.this connection. -

ey rdirrxchn - endeavouring -to-secure- per-— ———

.mission from.the.Sublime.Porte-for Mrs, Agazaxian's--repatriation,- '

--—and-I-therefore,-have-the-honor-respectfully to suggest that - -~ —-

the -information-contained in-the-afore=mentioned-affidavits be——

withheld from the public, at-leagst, until she has been permitted

to-leave -the -Ottoman-Empire; and reaches Americas

1 have..- 7

Abram J. Elkinse.
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Fthel Marston-Agazarian-deposes-and-says:

__. T wasorn Obtober. ly,-188lL,-in-Gray,-Main,-16-miles ~from——~* —

Portlande--In-1909-I-married-Bagdasar-A gazamanwan‘*Amem_an—————‘-'——

citizen; bom-:rn-Harassa—near “Harputy;Turkey+ He was an Arme-

nlan.WInﬁSeptember_BlB_nv_lmsband,_nv._httleﬁson—and—I—went—to

Harassa-to-pay-a-visit-to-my-husband!s fatherand—step—mother. —

Wh:Lle we wereﬁgn _the way, my husband!s_father died; we_did- n"b—-——

i
|
L
i
'
t

kno*Lih:Ls 'b:.ll -we-reached-Harassa.-Then-my-husband pa:Ld ~his-fa=

e thers deb'b and af’ber that had- n"l'henough -money—left-to-return—-—-—

at_once to America. So.he-s tayed_and -worked-his-father!s-farm———-—

for benefit-of his-step-mother s—brother-and-himself;—intending————

to_return_to _America_as. soon.-as-he had earned-money -enou gh.-He-

- —.——never..formally claimed-the property-as heir but wanted to leave- -———— -

~—it-to-be-his-relativess-When-the-war-broke-out, he was not allowed -

to-leave,-and-had-to-pay-a-tax-to-escape-military-servicee—————-————

- .+ During the winter of 1915 there was-already talk of-trou=----

--ble -for the-Armenians in-our village. My husband-belongffged—— — -

<o to_a society which held meetings-often. He -Wou1d~-ne\;ér tell me— ——

— - —much.-But I heard some of the men wanted to hire Kuts (Kurds?)— ——

to.come_and. protect-us.-But-other-men said-this-was-unnecessa e

» because-there was no-danger.-In May of-this year my husband
- —..Wanted to .go with us.to.the Kuts,-to-the -mountains.-But-his uncle-— -

| said-that-it-was-a-foolish-thing to-do.

s oee oo In May and April 1916 -the police came and searched” for

arms’ They-got—everything “there was. In the" beginning of June

1916’,'"OﬁWTé’dﬁe’s'day;"'ébbiit_suh's"éf;f two soldiers came and said
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that _the police chief at-Chimishkezek s—a-nearby-village wanted——

R my husband, T was ifl:ightenedA,becau's eI thou ght-they-were A—going e

to_take Mhim_agaimas»a‘soldiei'.-ll?hey--did;'[—-this

page-2)

was the first one taken from Harassa. I did not-hear from -him————

again-till the-Sunday—following-when-he-s ent-a-mes sengerto

fetch me_and the boy. I found ;hima.cr!y?ingf.—He-would—-not—say—he s

Would.be~ba_ck4ga in -—byA--nexb_-Sunday.»»But “he-said tome: "ouwand———
the boy are alright, but I am not." We said good bye. I went — — . .

back to Haras,sa,.aneven_saw_him-again.»But~1aterv,—~in—Harput 3

as_T qay__in_.nv—otherfaf—fidavitr,—he—was—seen—aS*a‘prisoner;"and"‘“*““

B ~they tell me "*bhat-‘he VTaS"‘dfovmed’soon"after‘by"thé"mrk"s’;; T

A_week after my. husband was- gone,-the -police -yf-came o

= Hé.rassa,&turdaymi ght«-Sunday-morning -the—chief—ordere:d‘all‘—“
~—of us-—to-go to Bartaju, -a-nearby village. Nearly all the Armes=— — —-—

L ~--nians-went-except-a-fie-that ran away. The men were then put™

——into one-room-and the women in anothery There were about 39 men
. .and-over fifty women.and children. Soem old woemn stayed back - - - -

L ———.in Harassa.. About-sunset-they-ordered-the men -out o Quitea few

‘of the -women then went-on-the roof of the house., The police bound =~

- the men-together at the-elbows, two by two. Y10 ‘brothers-asked————--

"""'-“-'—“back"ihto“t}fe"hﬁ'ﬁs’é“iﬁd’k?eﬁ" his wife there "till we are all gone".

—to- be»—boundétogetherﬂo'*as%hey*could-die -together.—When"I‘sawf*"“““‘“‘“

~—--thése-things -happening T went to my godfather and asked him what =~ °

=== they were going to dos He said "We are docried"s s told e to &0
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I-went-in,-but-found-his-wife-lying-down.—So-I-went-up-on-the————-

roof~again*and"savr “the-men-goes The police drmckmmx-drove—them
| to_the river bank, and.made them.stand “in line there. Then-they

forced-the-men-over-into-the-water,—two-by-two.I-saw-four-go———

into_the water. Then I turned awaye. When I-locked-again, 811 — -

—Were-gone. S ' i -
g page 3)

After that the police took us back to Harassa. The people

gho had run away returned that evenings. They were shote I saw

The next day the police left. But_they came back after.a

few- days.-All-the-women,-myself-includeds-were-ordered-out-into———

e S —the-streets-But- theyvdid'not' allow me to stay‘wi‘bhthe others,' T

et e e ‘ because I was_an -American.-I-remained in.Harassae. The rest.of . . . .

-—the-women-who-refused-to-go-were-whippeds—Afber-three-days-they- —-

~— - came backs Very soon-they were “ordered- away againe This time -

~~the Turks returned., T a’sked""abou'b‘”'bhe"women’,”"and"ms_to‘ld “they
e ‘ e -TA1T SN Bhe WAL ETM g

S U SO . I stayed three months in Harassa with a Turkish man named. . ..

- Shukri- -who-took-one-of-the-Armenian-women-for-his-wife, ThenI-—-——-

— . —went to Chimishkezek. All.the men were.gone.out of the towne .. ...

e e e —Only- women -and -children -left, who -were-not-allowed to speak - — -

-|--Armenian_but-had-been-forced-to-be-come-Turkishy mostly wives ——
T T —

e oL | of Turks, From there I-went to-Harput to the Consul. Three days

five weeks, N - T T T e e e e
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I stayed in Harput ti11 July-1916.-Then-I- came-to-Constan=-——

—tinople.-On-the-way-riding-in-the-wagon-I-saw ~the —bonérof*what'— -

I-was-told-were-mirdered-Armenianss-T-also saw “allthe way where

they wmre had made-many—new-graves .—I-arrived-in-Constantinople—
the 29th of August 1916, SR

Ethel-Marston-Agazarian =

Sworn-to—before-me-16th-day -of -November-19163

__Witnessed

HenIy—YO Ceewe

November-17—thy—1916+
4’ Cooo ..

_ S S'&c Le%a'u]_ " the /?maucM goﬂdwﬁ
fa witaute n aﬂ,,&_,
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Enclosure No.2
Empire .of Turkey. (-
. ( SSe
. i City-of Constantinople-( -

Ethel Marston Agazarian deposes and says:

T wasu_toldythat.,,ngt—husband,~whowhad—béen-takenaatqayvfrom-——*

Harassa where we_lived in June 1916, was taken with- forty_others——

as._prisoners-to-Harput..He-was-walking with-the-chief priest, -

his-hands-bound.-He;-with-the-others;-was-sent -out-the-same night—

- from Harput, ostensibly-to-Chimishereh.—But-I-was told-none-of-—

: thewforty-eVerr-arrivedehere—a—I—was—told*they“had—been—put*in“——
. . -‘"_'—_/‘_-\

‘the water_ and. drowned-on-the way, _ —
L e e N i :

!
{
i
s
!

—--My- godfather's wife, -the first time she was taken-from———

- Harassa, with the_ other village women s-told.-me-she-had-a-baby -

i

on-the-way,which-the-Turks-killed-before-her-eyes-as —--ssoh—' as——————
i't ‘wWas bom. R T e e e el I

--In-Chimishkezek I -was-told-they took-and-killed the men —

~—: -———Just as-they-had-done-in-Harassa.-Most- of the-women-turned Turk — - -~

e ——————

-and-married Turks, ——— S

In. Harput I was-told-also of the-things the Turks-had -

- -—dones After I had been ‘in—vHai'put—thre'e days-they made-the third ——-

raid, Sefkiet. They-took-the men-that were left and the women, ™

: kep’cﬂbhem“prisoner"‘bill"the"eveﬁﬁgfthefdréve"'thém“iﬁtb"tﬁé__“_'_“‘“
~ | graveyard back of the -hospital-and shot them, I was told this, -
| T heard the shots,. .

I.was. told-that fin-Harput- they -took-the -men, beat-them——

S and—'shot~them—-andﬂwhipped——them—'bru'baﬂy._‘l‘heykwere%reated'about e




as-badly-as.they were-in-Harassa. The -women,—I-was-told,-they ————

‘ ,_Jnaltreated. -Children-they beat-over-the head with ¥guns --ahd~kil§.ed—- ——

|

, \—‘ehem «—A-woman-told-me-she-had-been-married -a-yearsShe-had-a- —

young-baby, which-s he»tfas;camying—in»fhe r-ams-when-she —was—-try—ihg

—away and killed before

I ~-to-escape ~with-her-husband rThey-—-were~cau ghts—the-baby-was—taken—
(

page-2)

_‘their eyes. They ran away. The husband was caught_and killed.
| L — '

She_escaped. -

One woman, (I was told this by her daughter) was.tied

—by_the.wrists and they threw her-on-the-groung-and-let-the Turks—— —

i

|-do-what—they-wished-with-hery ——-— — - —

R [' - They took all the young girls for wives.I was tolde .-—.. ...

-—My.-husband!s- aunt -and-two-daughters-who-lived-in-Harpu, — -

I was—told,~~were¥'baken-—awayfon"bhe-third—seﬂd.-e‘b';—’l‘hey*Were

T ‘never heard i‘rom‘again; T E

They took many-children, I was -téld,-and-pretended they—— ——

L

ere-going-to -look-after- them,—but kept-them-only-a-1ittle while; — —

) l and thenhad them out and kilied theme o ‘ T

Ethel Marston Agazarian

" Witnessed: T T
L. Henry Yeeeeo . v :
_ October 27th 51916, Sworn to before me this 16th.day
— e e - ofNovember-1916, - - .-

- GO_G'Q"C‘OT'TG’Q T

Secretary of “the American Embassy
Cons tantinople .
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B ; ' Extracts from Personal and Private statement ‘ f/

of-Abram-d. —Elkigns;acting

— - - Ambassador-of -UsSi—in-Constantifiopls

, Nove 17 1916
5 867.00/802. _To_Hone_Robert Lansing
\ \-—-——-——)

B : Secreta»ry-of——States ‘WashingtOu. —-

I have been acting as_Ambassador-since-October-2 3

although I have been here-since -September-11;-and-have-begun—

—The entire-adfiinistration-of-affairs is-in-the- handsof ——

three-men,-Enver,Minister-of-War-and-Commander-of the Army,

. |- Talaa'b:—-}IlnlSteI‘~Oﬁ—In'berlor,~~and~I}Jemal~,——nom_]_naﬂy Minister— ———

: —[--of Marine, but actually Commander-in-Chief of “Syria-and Asia——

Minor. e

Enver has full charge of-the-war- in-Europes

--Talaat -has-full charge of-all internal affairs, the

—finances,-et-ceteras—— e
Djémal is absolute dictator. of all affairs-in-Asia-Minore— -

S Each resents the. sl:.ghtest interference by any of the

e -~»~-7;—-0them with his- prlvlleges and-powerss i e
e o .o There ave the -usual-other Minsiters, Foreign Affairs, -

e —8 Grand;Vezier._‘(,pﬁme Minister), -a-Parliament-consisting of - B
heads
_Senators-and. Deputles y—but-they -are—all practically figurayts

-and forms+-The-will-of these three men dominates everything,

(AR A AN N RN RY

o T - TAs"to military matters, it is stated that the Germans have
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2

a-written-agreement-with-the Turks, —providing for the control

by--the Germang-officers-attached to the

page-3)
Tur]d.sh_Anrgr_

and-that-is— the—only -instrumentcompelling obedience

to-German-authority,-althou gh~that-is—often thiwarted,
page 6)

F‘or—many—yearsr——the——'l‘urks—played“off"one‘foréign power

a ga:’mst.another.ﬂsually-the*Engl—ish~a gainst—the-Frenchs Now

there are indications. of playing off the- United-States-against———

Germany. “The _Germans -know-this-and- -have-suggested- unofficially — -

to_me__thaLI«re_act,_:LnAconcert.—:.n—such»—matteruas “we can agree-

upon._I_have said,-of-course,- subml‘b‘what-you-msh—to-me and

I W‘.Lll consult my- Govemment. e e e

LN L W N S ——

~—The -interest-on-Purkey'snational debt is fow 25

,_page ;7) .- S SRS

_million -pounds annuai]y. ‘The annualrevenue juste before the "

- -war-were 23 millions. The expenditures are now 30 milliorss So

~——-—you.can see-waht is likely to-happen. Besides, it is estimated

~.Armenian massacrese - —— - - . e

3-millions-anmually -in-taxes—have been lost s because of the
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© 867.00/803

American Consulate

Port_dJefferson, New. York.

October 19, 1917..

The H,onm:able

The Secretary of State,

Washington.

Sirs

I-have-the-honor to~‘bransm3.t. herewmth—a—bmef re=

Dort,_:l.n _duplicate, on_general.condig¥iona-in-Turkey-,-This ——

was_requested.of-me byJIx‘.~Ster11ng,-Ch1ei‘—of the-Division———-
of_ Westem Furopean &ffairs,

I-haveees "~
_ _Leslie A, Davis._

American Consul, formerly-at-Harput,-Turkey,-:
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; General Conditions in Turkey

__page 1)

sonee .mamr~=bh6ught -that-diplomatic-relations-mi ght~be»resumed~~~—-—

again-at-any times.-Such was_ the attitude of the highest mili-.

tary-and-civil-authorities-at-Mamouret-Ul-Aziz-(Harput),-as S
expres sed to_me,. Among. them were Ahmet Izzet Pasha, Commander -

of-the Army of the Caucasus, Midhat Bey, ~Vali of Mamouret-Ul-

Aziz, and Mehmed Vehbi Bey, Cowmander of the 11th Army corpse

e page-2)

eesessssde were clegrly. guarded all the way from Harput_to_Cons=__ __

tantifiople -by—the »—}genda rmes-whom-the-Vali-of Mamouret-Ul-Aziz

had furnished, ostensibly for our protection but partially,

bt grithout -doubt, -to -prevent us -observing -things too-clos ely on.-

fffff the Waye—seess ’ : —

“ii- —eessssseIn speaking of the facilities accorded to me and. to.

-—— --the American missionaries-atHarput by the-officials—there-and - - -

_ - elsewhere, I should call attention to the fact_that no_ persons ... .

=Y 1 Armenian origin were permitted to leave with us,-There mmx - - -

were a number-of women whose husbands -are-naturalized-American———

...—.citizens living in America and who had been in America themselvesa. .

- Some of them had children-who-were-born-in-America.-I-made- every .-

effort-to-bring those ~women and— children-out-with-me-and-was——-—

- given to understand at first-that-they-could-come; but when

formal permission for their departure was asked it was refused . ____.

b in every case, even.to thosejrho,,hadvpassports;rin-goodforder.--—-—»——»

1t-feel -that this-is-a-matter-that-should-be-taken-up-vigodrously ——




) ) 3" 0—4-;

with the Turkish Government when it is possible to do so.

page h)

_ S JEPYAR .Economic_mndifi‘,ions_injurkey, -and_especially in

- the_interior of Asia Minor,.are- decidedly bade The principal —

page 5)- i

[ industry there is agriculture and as much of it had formerly

beeh_ carried on by Armenians, nearly all of whom were killed

| S R .

or_deported, including even the women who did vmch of the work

— ‘ in.._theAfields,Atherewwere_i‘ew...pers'ons -left to-cultivate the
| ] I,__,l,a_nds_; Then, as _most of the Moslem men were taken for military

service, that left the country with ha rdly any farming populations.

— g e |\ The result-is_that most_of the lands are-abandoned.and the

e e g agricul'bural-~produc’osv;are-who]r_'lyrvinsufficient«-i‘or~the—needs i

J ~of the people. The.supply of wheat_in.the spring of this year
[ was so_limited that oftentimesf no flour or bread could be

,___,,,].._found in the market and the masses of the population, both = _

<o et Mohammedan -and - Christian, were literally starving. »Barley«was—ﬁ‘—--_u

e .1ikéwise almost. unobtainable. Meat was so scarce_that none .. .

except the high officials and the very rich could have it at .

o all _and much_of the time they could find nones

... Trade and commerce of every kind has been at a stan- .

-—-gae-still, ~of-course s-Since »»'bhew-beginning -of the ware Nearly . _

_ ‘ _ all the merchants_and business men_in_the Harput consular = .

L,:,,:, ~Ay—---district were Armenians. More than ninety per cent of. the e

i deposits_in the banks in Harput were those of Armenianse It f

e e ——maturally—-follows - that-in-exterminating - the Armenians -the Turks .
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practically destroyed all_the business of the ¢ ountry,.and, — .
. e R

M/

as_they_are not-business-men-themselves s—there-is —ho’c. —mﬁich —

opportunity-for-it to be revived in the near future. What is- -

true—of—the—Harpuﬁcéhsular—districtfis—probably—tme—toAa

large extend in -many other parts_of -Turkeyeseee

A pagen—é—)—v—' .
| Re‘s‘pectfuliy. e
i Leslj:e‘AT"DaviS"‘
;‘ “““ American éonsul, formerly at Harput, Turkey.
‘ Port defferson, New Yorke - L
| . October 19, 1917,
|
| - e
.
P e — . AU
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867.hQ%42h1

American-BEmbassy

Constantinople

No.6L9. Novegber 17, 1915,

The Honorable

The Secretary—of State,
Washington.

Sir:

Referring to my despatch No. 612 of the 10th instant,

I_have_the homor to_herewith-enclose-the-translation-1/-of-a—— —

wiade b4-MiSs flua Tohawson, a Swedish L,-ez.ch Eoue,

second_statemenﬁyéorAseveral#years—with~the‘German—Mission-at‘ leF~—

Moush.J‘ﬁga.rdinggatrocitiesxomit’qed-against—the—Armenians -of

which-she_has-been-an-eyewitnesss.

T have _the_honorsee

He—Morgenthau




2 , | | : | E?é;

page-T7)

eeessslle_left for Mezreh-as-soon-as-Sister-Bodil-had-suffie

cientlyéecovered._The-soldiers_that-accompanied~us—showed~us—————

—wirth-pride-where-and-how-and-how ~magy‘-vromen'~and"c}ﬁ'ldren’*they—“"

We-were-very-pleased to-see-upon our-arrival at Harput

that the orphanages—were‘full—.-’lfhis—was ,ahoweverr—~a137thah-~—————

N-could-be- sa:Ld.—Mamouretwul-Az:.z—has ‘become-the- cemetery of

all_the > _Armenians; all the Armenians from. -various-vilayets

were-sentthere,~and-those—that- havemo’c‘d:.ed on—the*way—came—‘“

there- smmply-to—flnd—'bhelr-graves .

Another terrible _'bh:mg—;m‘_Mamoﬁret-Ul-Aziz—»was—the
tortures to which the people had been subjected for two

months;_and-they_m¢generally—treated—so'—harshly-the-fami—

lies of the better class. Feet, hands ,ﬁchests ~were-nailed-to
‘——_——/N

————

' a_piece_of woods .nalls_oi‘_i‘lngers_and_toes-Were—tom-out;

beards and eyebrows_pulled_out; feet were hammered with-nails 9

—same_as_they do with howses; others were hung with their-feet————

L_up_and_heads-downwver-closets.—Oh,—How—one—wouldwishﬁ:hat

all these_ facts were not _true.

page-8)

In order that _people.outside might_not-hear the-screams

of agony of the poor wictims, _men-stood-around-_the -prison

wherein-those-atrocities-were-committed;-with-drums—and-whis=

tles

) On july 1st, the first 2000 were despatched from Hare

lﬁ\

put.Jheyqqemsoldiem,gqndit_was_mmoﬂm d-that-they-would——

build-roads.-People-became—frightened.~Whereupon—theVali—cal-
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3 A &

1eLthLGeman_mis,SiQmm_Mn_ﬂlean_and begged him to_quieb

+he~peop1e,—he—was.so -Very-sorry ’f,ha.t_:l;hey.all_hac'Lsuch_.flea.rs.____..,*~

etce—etc+They-had-hardly-been- away for-a- day,—when—they_were_*___vd

a1l killed in a mountain passe_ They were bound together and

R e U]

_when-the-Kurds -and-soldiers_started to_shoot at_them, some ma-

naged-to-escape-in—the-dark.The _next-day another:2660 were

sent in ihe‘direction._.of_Diarbek:u'.r.Jmong.thos,,e_de,poxtted.ﬂe_ne

several of our_orphanes (boys) who had been working for the
e a— S ——— :

Government all the vear round. Even the wives of the Kurds came

with_their knives_and mulered the Armenians. S ome;o f the latter

e

succeded-in-fleeing,.-When-the Government-heard that some Arme-

_nians-managed—to-escape, they left those who were to_be ¥BXE

frftmE_deported, without food for two days, in order that .

‘they—be—too ~wéak~to—be -able-to-flee.

On-July.-5th, 6000 _families of the best class (some women

—

and_children of those families could _reach Ourfa) were deported.

—

On-July-6th,—1300

‘_"I'\"

Then-again, all_izhe_xxgh;é_mgh(t) —catholic Armenians,

——together-with-their-Archbishop, were-murdered in -the valley

of Goljike

Up_to_now_there still remained a_number of trademen

whom_the Government needed and therefore had not deported; now

these—too-were-ordered-to-- leave-and were-mudered,

It _was aboui}_‘bhe_‘bme_oLBa.lm_KheLthe Amencan&onsul

together with Mr. Ehman and an Austrian, come to the Vali and

begged him to telegraph to _Constantinople and request to_have

money—-on-the-remaining-Armenians.-He agreed to it._ It was ar-
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ranged to_get up the text with the Chief of Police. The lat-

ter insisted.on-having the tele gram_worde.d_,as_fo]léws; _"The

guilty-are-gonet-etc.—etc. He wanted-thus-to-describe those

thousands and thousands_of depried peaple as "guilty!, while

in-reality-they were-abs olutely—innocent._Thereupon s—the gene

tlemen-said

page 9)

that it would be better »f the remaining few Armenians also

died rather than misrepresenting the truth.

When Warsaw_fell they celebrated the event by deporting

all-the cripples_and-lame peoples

) During this time the women and children that were left

I— over,-began-to-come-from-the regions_of Keghi, Eraeroum, FEr-

I—zingan,;—Samsouny—Trebizond-etcs—The-stories—+that-they-related

cannot_be_put_down; one would prefer to be killed at once rather
than-to-be-exposed-to-such-terrible _treatment, In Harput_almost

—every Turk has taken.an Armenian woman.

|

Now_that_all the people had been sent away, an order

~was_:r:ece:i,ved._exemp’r,:'.ng.:?:tfoizes’r,a.n’cs:_and_9zai'.hc)Zli_c_s__;ti‘x:orrui.epQ::'-

—tation +—Some-people-who-had-been-able-to-hide-themselves-showed

upe The officials now worked with all their might to convert

the-remaining-Armenians-into _Mohavmedanisme._The Armenians were_

___ forced to_submit _petition requesting to_become Mohammedans; and

they-did-it-for—the-sake_of-their wives_and childrens

i ' On our way to Constantinople we met caravans consise

: ting-of women-and-children;.-no young women or girls were, howe=

ver;—to —be—seen~among‘them.~The—others—will_be~mltreated.until_'

J-1 3.2
they dies
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This is_the awakening of _-Isl@m. They_have executed their

plan with_a_diabolical cleverness. Many a time one would hear .

~_they say: "Nomletgmur—Christ*help-you. it etc.-etc .—-Not—rarely—+

were_Armenians_crucified in —the villages.

And they say: "Germany has ordered.all-this; we-can :

—hardly stand-this, but-what-can-we-do;-we-carmot-help-being-on

bad terms with Germany,."

There are still a few thousands_alive, and to_them our

care_should be-devoted, We-must-not-take-upon-ourselves—the

~—shame-that-we-have-allowed-a-whole-nation-to-be-exterminatede——

|—Ve_cannot_call it-a nation-anymore;-it-is-a-remnant-of-a-nation.

May—the-Lord-have-mercy-on—thems
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_867.1016/7) Constantinople,—July-10,-1915,

Secretary od State

I*Iashington.—*Bbl,_July;_lo y—9-ae.me

My-778,~June-18,-6p.m.-
Persecution of Armenians assuming

unprecedented proportionse. Reports from widely-scattere d—d:Ls tricts——

i ndlcat&systemtlcattenmt ~to-uproot peaceml—ﬂmemanmopuhtlon

and through~arbrbra*ry~a.rrests y terrible—tortures; whoesale expul=

sions-and-deportations—from-one-end-of-the ~Empire-to-the—other———

| _accompanied by frequent instances of rape, pillage, and mudder,

turning into massacre, to_ bring destruction-and-destitution-on

—them, Thes e_measures_aré;nbt-in —résp onse-to ;p opular-or-fanatical———

demand bub_are purely arbitrary and fim directed —from-Constantiople —-

in theJameJmWMnecessn‘tyj_often in-districts——

where no-military operations-are-likely-x-to -take-places The Mos=——

lemd and Armeniand populations _haxze__beeniiving—in—hamqny—butﬁ

page 2)

because-Armenian-volunteers, F&my‘—o_f—them%ussi-an-subjec‘bs,—havef—

Jjoined Russian-Army in the-Caucasus-and-because-s ome-have-been

implicated in armed revolutionary-movements-and-others -have-been

helpful-to-Russians —in—'bheir—invasion—of-Van*distri‘cﬁ‘t‘erxible

vengeance-is being taken. Most-of the sufferers-are-innocent-and

’\) have-been-loyal—to-Ottoman-Government+ Nearly-all-are-old men 3

women,

The victims find themselves dispossess edirom_their—homesfand—sent—

on_foot to be-disperesed-in-districts-where-they-are unknown-and———
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_ 5 no.provisions have been made_to-lodge or-to—feed-thems We-have-in———

re ey \ several-places —been--rei‘used—»pennission~'bo~relieve~'theirfmjsery-—>-~—— -

ar.to_have access-to thems. In-some-few-instances-where-they opm———

posed-thés e-measures-and-took—-refuge-in—the-mountains—and-some———

arms_AoLbombs_jrie:ca_Igun¢it.,_pr,ovoked_'bhe_authoﬁties__to-furztheran_m_

_ cruelties which-they-attemt—to ~Justify-by-the-oppositions«Uphold——-

misery,-disease,-starvation-and-loss—of-life-will-go ~on-uncheckeds——

Consul Davis -of Harput reports quote:

"Professors.-American-College
| page 3) |

have been tortured. Some others have died under torture or lost_

S - ninde. Many hundred young-Armenian men-originally taken.-as-sole———

- B [— diers,. someof whom were_students American College, have been sent . ..

away-without. food, clothing for»rmOney;—Ni ght-of--June f23 -several ——— -

hundred other Armenians_,,xte_c,e,ntbir@gdgnglu@ngg;ofessors

i A _American College, were sent away in the middle of 'bhe.night.,.ﬁi-. S

t

e f——thout -food, “clothing-or money. Many deaths are rreporbed~en-vrou’céﬁw-w——-»-A

- ) ~-in-both-lots- or prisoners «~Preparations-are being-made-apparently — -~

- T ST to send awvay many more, R
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>
Harput District |

Statement dated 19th July, 1915,

by President Ernest W. Rigs, summarising statistically . — — -

the results of the Deportation in the two villages

Husni Mansur =Adiafman and Perri, Vilayet of

Mamouret=Ul-AZziz.

The rI‘T‘F='fm’ﬂf;ntaoi‘....1\.x’men:lams*:i.nrvi,he~Oiz’c,oman_Emp:i.wre,

Hodder —and_Stoughton,_London,.page 281, and

..__Mm_Natlonal Archlves,_lrfashlngton,-—D C.-867 .h016/807 ;-page 9-]1—* _—

! From the village of Husni Mansur, 212_individuals _set_oubt, __ _

—of whom.128 (66 per-cent)-reached-Aleppo-alives;-56-men-and-11— ——— -

_women were killed on the road, .3 girls and 9 boys were.sold.or ...

—kidnapped,ﬂand—S_people —were-missinge
A —— .

From the same: place another party of 696 _people were dem—

S————

ported; 321 (L6 per.-cent)_reachéd.Aleppo 3..206.men .and 57 women

-sold; 23 were missinge-—-. S S e e e

- ﬂ\»were killed-en-route;--70 »-g-i-rls~and~young-rwomenv-and~19' -boys-were - -~

From the village of Perri a party of 128 -were-deported, - - - -

_.of whom_32_(25_per.cent)._reached.Aleppo-alive; 2l men and 12 .

. Were sold; and 18 were missinge. .

e , women were-killed en route;-29-girls-and -youhg—rwomen and-13 boys - -~
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Harput: Extracts from a letter dated 19th July 1915, from

President Ernest W. Riggs, of Euphrates Gollege, Harput

-_—-—\
to Mr, Peet Constantinople.

—._(.Tmatment. . ‘_pages_ZTB-ZBO *,.and.

——

Na-tlonal—Ax:ch:wesT.Wash. _D.C.—867.11016/807,-pages—9=1l .

Buildings: Seven of our big buildings are in _the_ha.nds.;,;,_._

—of the Govetnment,-only one remaining-in-our hands.- The J_.buil—-.__.* —

‘d)dmgs_ln_questlon are_empty, .except for 28 guards who_are sta-

tioned_there.mI_cannot.tell_yougexactly_theamount-of_..loss_‘wef-__.

have sustained in money by robberies, breakages and other means,

] and-there-is-no-sign-that-the-Turks-will ever. return-thes é—buil

dlngs 'bo uS, - ' e L

0 - __Constituency: Approximately. 2/3 _of_1 'bhe‘glr.'lg! pupils

and 6/7 of the boys have been taken away to_death, exile or

“Moslem -homeSe - oo .V_M__..,_,,ﬁ,,____;__,”..,

— —Professors:Four. gone, .three left,.as follows:._

e e Prof - Tenekefg jian -served College 35 years;-representative... .

- of the Americans_with the Government, Protestant "Askabed", prof.

—of-Turkish-and-History.-Besides previous-trouble,-arrested-May

~ sk 1st-without charge; hair-of head, moustache,-and beard pulled--—-

out,.in vain-effort to.secure damaging confessions; starved and

.4 .
hund by arms_for a_day and.a night, and severely beaten several

-m; ——-—%times ;- taken out toawrds Diyarbekir about June-20th,-and-murdered. - -

in general massacre_on_the_road.

——Prof, -Nahigi g.- n.served-College 33 yaers,.studied.at Amm .

Arbor, prof. of Mathemati cs. Arrested about June 5th and shared

Prof,.--Tenekejian!s-fate_on the_roade
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Prof .vVorpeE‘.EBr:baken ~to witness-a-man-beaten-almost-to

death;_becamemlen'bally derangeds._started W:L’oh ‘his family about

_ July 5th into_exile under guard, and murdered_beyond Malatia. .

Principal of Preparatory ] Deparbment' studled at Princeton; ser-

ved College 20_years. ~
ProfeBoujikanian served College 16 years, studied at Edin-

burgh; Prof. of Mental and Moral Sciences. Arrested with Frofe

Tenekejian, and suffered same tirtures;_also had.3 finger nails ...

pulled _out by_the. rpots;killed_in‘same MasSSacres..

Prof., .. Soghlglamsewed College 25 years. Arrested May 1st;

not_tortured, but_sick in -prison; sent_to_Red Crescent Hospital,

.and _after paying large bribes is now free, in hiding.
__Prof, Khatchadourian served College for over 15 years, stu~-

died in Stuttgart and Berlin, Prof. of Music. Escaped.arrest ..

and torture, and thus far escaped exile and death, because of

; i‘avour with.the .Kaimakam-secured,.by'..pers onal.services rendered.

SR --Prof.:Iulejian_ served_gollege about_15 years, studied at .

erﬁ_—_._Cornell and.Yale (M.S), prof. of Biology. Arrested about June .. .-
I ... 5th, beaten about. the hands, body and head with a stick by the .

- Kaimakam -himself, who,-when-tired, called-on-all-who-loved re- . —

~ ligion and the nation-to-continue the beatings-after-a peﬁod -
.- of insensgibility.in-a-dark closet, -taken to_the Red Crescent -

Hospital with a broken finger and serious_bruises. Now frees . . .. .

~Instructors: -Males:. Four- reported killed on the road in

various massacres, whose_average_term oil,serv:Lce is 8 years.

—....Three-not-heard from, probably killed on-the roadj-ave- . ... .

- e ———-rage-tern-service-in-the-College;—li-yearse—— - o
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Two sick in the American Hospitale :

; One in hiding.

x : One,_engaged in_cabinet work_for the Kaimakam,free.

One,- owner-of-house-occupied-by-the -Kaimakam, frees

Instructors, Female;-one-reported killed in Chunkoush;

served _the College over 20-years,

One reported taken to a Turkish harem.

e Three not . heard_frome.

\
|
S

-Four-stafrted-out-as-exiles. — L

Ten_ free,

Total loss: - about-7/8-of the buildings, 3/4-of the stum——

dents, and half the teaching staff. .-

_.0f_the Armenian people as a whole we may estimate that. 3/L

__are —gone,-and-this-3/Li-includes - the-leaders in-every-walk of life =

5 merchants, professional men, preachers ,_bishops_ani government .

| officials.. And there is . no certainty for those. who -.are Just now - B

free. -The Val:L has-said that all-mst- go.........
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Husseinig

Narrative of Mrs. Maritza-Kechejian,-an ‘Amenian'Lady s e

deported from Husseinig ,w(,aﬁ.place ;half-an-hou} -

distance from Harput),-describing-her-journey-from

Husese Husseinig-to-Ras-Ul-Ain;-written-after-her

arrival_in V.%y‘pt-from—%lexandretta -on-board-the

American-Cruiser-"Chester';dated-Alexandriaf-Noven=

ber 2nd, 1915.

(See:-National-Archives ;WashingtonD.Ce-86744016/807 —

Treatment § of the Armenians. ._pages_271-277-
C cum————

Hayasdani Gotchnag of January 8th,.1916).

~.Shortly after last Easter (1915), the Turkish-officials- - - -

searched.the Armenian. churches-and-schools of -Mezré,—Harputs

I

Husseinig, Morenig, Keserig, Yeghek s «and&tha_surrounding—vil]ages y
_ but without finding anything incriminating. Afterwards—-they took-

——the keys-of these-buildings, and filled them-with soldierss - ——

--They.-also-searched-private-houses--on--the -pretence-of dog~—""

— . -.king for arms and ammunitiong, but they did not find anything. -~ -

After that the Town Crier announced-that-all-arms-were-to-be-hape—— -

L -ded over to-the Government,-and-by this means-a number of arms

- —-—Were_collecteds e

After that, _they__arnest,edmfrom_thehtown -of Husseinig.the. ..

. following persons:.frof, Nahigian, %= Mr. Gabriel Agha Nahigian, ———

RS __; and his_brother Simon Agha Nahigian,xsumximsxsem-Mr.-Krikor-Agha

—. . Baghdigian, vandfhisﬁeon-»!eghiawAgha--~Baghdig'ian,—Mr.—-»-Baghdasar—Agha— e
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Garabed Effen&Tashglan, -as-well- -as-many-othersy-old andjyoung"“

Thev took them to_the house_of_ Euper Agha;-the- son- -ofMoutoy;

si;r:.pped_themﬁne‘byzone«and~gave~them—300~lashes~6n A their
backs., Whe]a they fainted, they threw themgnto a_stable_and

waited until they ha_dﬁlie,v:l.v_ed,ﬁln_order_to.beatw-them-again.-———*-——

The 10 men Who_p_erﬁomed_these-fmfcrueLacts -consisted-ofthe——

follmvingATurkszﬁ_v L -

.the -son-of Commissary Haji-Kheder,

Commissary-Hussein aEffendi;(G‘endame)’j“—""‘“'.’ [

Bumer-Agha;—the-son-of-Moutoy—

Eumer Agha's cousin-Kelifo s

Osman Agha, . . ... . oo

Haji Hassan-Pey, : S

v — .. Ghassab Mollah etc. The above-mentioned Nakherji Maré's son- ~~

—Among the Kurds implicated-were the-son-of- Nakherji- Maré,

: [ .._A,,,,,,dead. PO

—the son of Ismail-Effendi,

--and Ahmed, -the -son-of-Eumer “Aghay-——

_Tahir, the son .of. EumerA.,Agha’ S

2

and._another -Kurd—fbea—‘o"-Mr oAsadur-Sarafian until he was half

After beating Garabed“ffefndi Tashjian; in" ‘Harput,
4

--and feet, -they put a rope under his arms; dragged him to Hus—

and tearing out_his_finger nails and-bhe flesh- -of-his~hands

seinig,-and-threw-him-into-prison: Then they éntered his house

-fandg—on'-‘the*jpretence‘of"searbhing it, made his w1fe » who was
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in indifferent health, lie on the ground; a soldier sat on her,

and they began to beat her on her feet, asking her where they

had hidden their arms. After a few days her husband died in the

prisone

i ' . In Husseinig they beat many young men to get their arms,

S0 that they were obliged to buy arms from the Turks and give.

them_to_the Government.

When the Goverhment was_convinced-that—they-had-no-more

arms-—-to-surrender ,—theymstoppedftormentingﬁ“bherp ;-but-after-a—few——
ezré,

o i days'-interval-they—took-the-young-men-to Husyehmigy-imprisoned—-
them there for a time s—and_then deported them in May. Meanwiim-

o o while the women_of Husseinig went to the German missionary, Dr.__

...t ______Fnkel and begged him to defend them. Dr. Enkel came.to Husseinig. - —

and spoke in.a.church; he advised the Armenians—to—trust-the—-——

Turks—absolutely.

weeeepe oo e When T was .in Husseinig, I heard that in Harput they had

e e beg ben-Mardiros —vAgha—Mouradian,mwho -subsequently disappeareds————

. They plucked out the hair and nails of some of the pro=

- .. Tessors. They dug.out -their eyes and branded them with.red hot - -

B —— : ‘ irons,-so -that-some-of-them-died-immediately, -and-others—first—————

- lost their reason and died-therefater, ) T T
5 ) The Bishop of ,.Harpuj&sak.,Varbabed, -and. other prominent ———
———

—_Armenians-were ~imprisoned-and-suffered-many-cruelties.

_/ ———On.Friday, the 2nd July, they deported part of the Arme- —

nians.of Mezré. Their destination-appeared to-be-Ourfa via Diar—— —-

o _ _ On_Saturday, the 3rd July,_they deported all Armenians.. . . . _
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domiciled in the houses belonging to Kharputlian in_ Awber—

street, in-the_town-of Mezré.-Again their-destination-was ~sup=

—posed -to-be-Ourfa ;- bub-via-Malatia—in-this—cases

“We ourselves_were-deported-on-the-Lirth-day-July-in-the —

direction-of-Ourfa-via -Diyarbekirs

The Town Crier proclaimed that.the following-Tuesday—those—--

from_Sourp Garabed-and-Sourp-Stepanos-streets—in-the-town-of

Harpﬁt._would -be_deported s—on-Wednesday-the-Armenians—from-Morenig 5—-—¥>

on_Thursday_ those_ fromjiesex:i.gﬁ, ~and_so_on.

.(Busak_Vartabe'd,—Bishop of—Harput,ﬁand»—twd~hundred'—other———*

Armenians_were deported ten-days-before we were s—tha t~is—on

Vednesday, .the.23rd.June;-we do-not-know—their destinations Their—

S party-started-at --midnigh‘br.Somev—of» ~them- dropped cards-asking -for ——
w e _ | - ONEYy >_a:.nd.,~a.t -Itchma money was -conveyed-to-thems—But-the following——
| . HMQnday,_the_ZBmJune,Jrhen-the_Ameniémwomen -at-Itchma-went— ———

s oo to the river, they saw some-Turkish women washing bloodf-stained:

— : o] clothes, The Armenian women-took-the-clothes--from-the Turkish- - - —

--—~women and brought -them-to-the-Governor-at-Mezré.~The-Governor -on— -
that/ |
e ‘)-hearing»thiswent to Ttchma and-found/the Bishop-and-the 266 — -

— Armenians had been killed.

: /
e Up-to-the day we-started,;the Syrians-hadnot yet been — -

R __ B depor.‘bed’ -and the-women-who-had-no '»husbandﬂwrererrvalso “allowedto— — -

rerain,-but-la ter-on-Ghol-Aghassei-said-thatnot-a-single-Arme~————

e eeee o ilan Would be left, After ‘the-Armenians-were-deported, the Govetn-

~ment-locked-their-houses-and-sealed-them-up+ The-men ~of-Kharpute—""""—

lian's_factory were also- deported-with-their families, In-Husseim——-

nig some _of the tradesmen _1-Ier9«not4ieporttéd, -as—for-example,—— -
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Krikor Agha Israelian the son of Malouta Agha, the baker Minas

‘and his family and the two brothers, Avedis Agha Kurdjian and

_Aghabab Agha Kurdjian, the sons of Baghdasar Agha Kurdjian.

_Jllﬂl ; Aghabab_Agha_Kurdjian_became_a_Moslem s»—While the father was

deported-§ith-the Bishop.

A1l the people of Husseinig started the same_day, I

!
t

think we were_about-600-families.-We-had-with-us-all-our-cattle—

i
- ¢ and all our property, The first night we reached Keghvank and

slept that night in the fi eldsf-The—next—-day~we-péssed-many#corp-%

ses_heaped_together under bridges and on_the_road 3—their blood

had collected in pools. Probably these were the Armenians that

; ' were 1'1"|'Ind;uith“the.Bishop,—for—the—corpseS~W¢3re all-—those-of——
' men. We snenLthg.nlght_neaLArghanaﬂaden;Ln_a valley, and

—_ﬁ_—that_mghtJE_had;boqmn}maiep_ponuiedmih-bleoMe@re
i mised our gnards mnna}t;z.f_i:hey_took.us_@\-betteuoad_and_gave_

us_watex:.—'ﬂhe—thi-rd—day—they—a gain-made -us*travél—pa st—corpsesy——
and on Wednesday we_reached Arghana.

The same morning the gendarmes that were accompanying

us, Commis s,a,zy_Huss,ein_EfiendLand_the_otheﬂurkishjffendis_»_

+.hai:_were_wii:h_hiym s—put-down-their chairs.in-front-of our-han,

and_sat_down. Then they turned to us_and told us that they had

received telegrams-from-Harput,-and-that-instead-of going-to—
- Ourfa_some_of ns would go_to Yermag and the rest to_Severeg,

so—that-our journey-would—thus—be-shortened .JOnly:»it—is—neCes -

sary", _'bhey_é.dded, _"that your mmmeyx men should come and register

' 'bhemselveS~at*the—hanat—Arghana,-andﬂstate-which—way~they—would—-

1ike —-to—go,—.—Thaﬂﬁ‘bhe«Sul»tan,-who—has—ma de-your—journey—shorterts-




- After these words they all_clapped their. hands and forced-us_to

0/

do_the same, Our men,-being-simple-minded,—were-deceived,—and

they even left their hats and coats_to_go to_the han in_questione

None of those_that went_returned.-Then-the_rest-of those-above-16———

years_of a g_e_aﬁdﬁall__the_old_men'_nere;a.me&ted_and_talc en-to_the

same _plice. After this the gendarmes beat the women-andforced

them.to continue their journey. The women saids "We will not.go

unless-our-men-go with-us. You-may-kill-us-if-you-want-to."

But the Tmrkish.officiais_.told_us_that_our_men_would—fol-m

low-us-—in-a-little while, and-forced-the-women-and-children-to

march_-on ,_S o_they‘m‘arrched—on —erying-and-wailing o-After-half-an

hour's journey they made us_sit in the_ fiel dé,_a,nd_a]_l_:the,.ﬁlrkish

officers returned to Arghana, except one. The same day some Arab
1.~.fomen—(-that—is—Amenian—gﬁzpsies-)—brought—us—breadrin-spifte—of

- the officers! efforts to pT‘PltP;'n'h 'l'.hP'm, and-when ’l"hpy' heard-that

—‘——-———"—%——W@—T‘er@—@%g—beGause—eur—men—had—been—}‘%ed,——they—-boﬁw—that_

they had seen. them all passing by roped together. Again-we-went—

on-under—the-hot-burning-sun,—still-crying. The-sixth-day-they

made us_stop in a Kurdish village, where we spent-the night. Next

morning-we-saw—that-all-—the-gendarmes—that-had-returned-to -Arghana

had_now_rejoined the convoy.

The Gendarme Commissary Hussein Effendi and the other Turks

all our__money_and_nrnaments._They_.said*that,*if_we.did_not—give

them up, they would violate us and exile us to different places.

He were-afraid,-and-gave-them ~everything—we4ha dye 4Then—'they——gave_———~—*

us back from five piastres (10 d.) to one mejidia (3 s. 2 d.)_each,

at;the _same -time——statiﬁg-that—our—money—and-everything—else—would
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| _be returned to us at Diyarbekir, and that they had only taken

! our jewellery and money for safety.

Th e_mnth—da\gi,—they—teokwus—to—the—’eop-of—a-mountd.Lu y and—

‘ same_EifendljnLth&cher_gendames_searchedms-ali-overan—a
shameful-manner;—they- —all-stuffs-and-everything-else-of-value——

-—in-our-clothesband-beddingsHalf-an-hour-tater-we—reached-a—Kurdish

village. There I met a Turkish soldier from-Malathai,—called-Haji,

whom I knew. He pitied me, and told me that it was_all over with

us. "I would advise-you", he said, "to-leave-your-company-and—look

after yourself. AL

We were_already_within_a_shox!t_distaﬁée—of—DiyarbeldAr—when

2_soldiers_came. from the Governor,—to-find out-where-we-had-been

}—aduring the last nine -days+-Here-the-gendarmes éthat-we re-writh-us-

th‘:_away_au_ourJozrs and caiztle,_they_also_Icldnapped4>neAwomnm-w—~

and-2-girls.-Outside-the-walls-of-Diyarbekir, we-had-to-sit-in-the-

burning sun for 2L hourse That same day a_number of Turks came from

the city and kidnapped our little_girls. Towards-evening-againwe .

went-on,-still-crying; -moreflhrks-came—~tofca rry-off-our-girls—and

_-:_mng_bﬁdes,jnd_mould_not let us PVPn_open_our_mouths_to_protest

—Then-we- 1eft~a11—our_catt1e—and ever,ycbhlng~we~had, —bto-save-our—————

_honor-and.our.lives. It wsa -already night_when-the *Turks ~from

Diyarbekir attacked-us three-times _and-carried-off-the- girls- and

young brides who _had_fallen behind, Afte r-this-we lost-all-s ez}ske e
' all
of-time.-The next-morning-again-the-gendarmes-searched-usfover ’

and then made us march_6_hours. During these 6_hours we found-no— ——

drinking-water,-and-margt-women-sank—on-the eray4~from—thivrst~and

——4—;——mngerrThe*third~-day¥af‘ber—tha"lrthéy—robbed*usrahd—viohted*us——-—

—

b
0
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near a place where there was water. Some days after, 2 Turks

dressed in white coats follwadjs,_and —every. - tlme.they—had—a———

chance, carried off still more of our girls o—The-wife-of Minas—

: EffendLlhzmanian_from-—Husséinig—had—B—daughters—oneWf‘af*whé'm

wasmamed. A coloured—gendarme-gho—was with uswanted to take

these 3 nm._TheJnotherfr851sted,—and»—-was—thrmm-ovem*bridge ‘

by one_of the Turks +«—The-poor-women-broke—her-arms > but herule=

ﬂxiver~dragged-her¥upvagainrﬂgain"bhe—same—i[‘u“rks threw her dowm,

ui—th~one-of—her*daugh’cers;“from“them top of the mountain.

The moment—the Warried dayghter saw her mother and sister thrown

dowfi, shs trust the baby in her arms upon another woman, ran after

them crying: "Mother, Mother® > and threw herself down the same

precipice, Somef said that ore of the Turkish officers went down

after them and finished them off. After that Mrs, Minas Effendi

Mazmanian remaining daughter and I disguised ourselves, and,

each taking a child in our arms, abandoned everything and walked

—

to Mardine There our party joined us againe We stayed there 8

dayse There was an artificial lake there, and every night they

opened the sluices and i'loogl_e__d__the,_gr_oundﬁso_i;hat,;in;the-pahic

they might kidnap some_of the_ girls.nThey‘also---attacked!usvevery ————— —

night_and_kidnapped_thmchzm—-little~th—ldren.—»—ﬂ’o—1ast s—one

evening,-they-drove-us-on-again and-left-us ~among the mountaine, —

They-wounded-a-women-because she—did not wish to give ﬁp her

daughtersWhen—they were going to carry off another girls, I

asked "Fumer Tchaoush, a Mardin man, to help us, He stopped then
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at_once, and did not let them take her away. He told us to stay
, ‘ : from _
there and not to _statrt until further notice, The Kurds fmeme the

that

surrounding-villages-attacked-us-smk—nights—FEumer-Tchaoushy—who—
was_in ¥hm _charge of us, immediately went up to_the hei ghts_and

ha rangy! gfued ~them-in-Kurdish,-telling-them—not—to-attack-us.-We —

were hungry and.thirsty, and ha d_no_vzai:er_to_;drink._Eumen_tonk

some_of our vessels-and-brought-us-water-from-a-long-way-off. The

wife-of-my-brother~in-laws;—the-tailor-Nigoghosy;—had-a-baby -born
that night. The next morning we started again. Eumar left some

women-with-her and kept-an-eye-on-her from-a distance. Then he-

put-the-mother-and-the-new~born-child-on-a—beast;—and-imedvdier——

brought her us in safety. Again w= we marched & hours without

water.—Here-a-Turk-kidnapped-the-son-of-the _woman-who-had-been

thrown dovm _the mountain sides _Finally, in the last stages of . =~

hunger_and_exhaus.tion s—we-reached-Viran-Shehr, Many-had-already

been left on the road.

We_had nothing more_to _eat until we reached Has-Ul-=Ain.

A;fqny:i:h_par,t;wof_,gﬁr__c,onvoy_had_alrueasiy_,pexj.shed_of_si;ai:szation.. S

-Tus,t-before_reaching--Ras%UIFAin_vre_rnamhed_through_the_whoie—cﬂ—-——
one_nighte We_passed_3_wells_choked with_corpses_up_to_the brime

weioeeThe .women -that-went before-us_encountered. 3. wounded women-who ozl

crawled-out-of-these-wells ‘and—asked—»i‘or—bread.—These—3—women .

~went_on in.our 7company.htcwardsjasglll-,-Ain._Iwo_of.tbhem,.,died on.

the-way,-and-the-third-was—sent-to-De r-El-Zor-ﬁth ~the-convoye-Ib—--

was_here that Aghavni, the sister of Bozig Chaladjian, a girl

about 18_or 19 years old, fell dowm because. she could not walk

any—further .——Her—mo’oher--and—sister-in—lawaldssed_—her s—Cryingy
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and left her. We were forced to leave her by herself, because

the soldiers would not let any one stay behind with her.

We did not see a single Armenlan unt:Ll we reached Ras-Ul-

Ain. There we fgun,d many_deported Armenians who had come from

__Erzeroum, Egin, Keghi, and other places. They were all on their
way to Der=El-Zor. At Ras-Ul-Ain we suddenly met Arakel Agha

Karadjian_ of Harput. He had come from Aleppo to help us. He wan-

ted—to-save -at—least—a-fev#of&th&party-and--t&xke-them-to#&leppo.———

He advised us_to go_to the house of Arslan Bey, a Circassian, or

toAthe_house-of_his_son—in—]aw.,_s,o_;bhat_he*nﬁ.ght,conv.ey_us_into__'
safety_fmm_i;hene,.Am.Bangl:AirLa_great many of the Armenians

found refuge in the houses of some T'c}}g,_tchens ( a tribe akin to

the Circassians), but afterwards the Government removed them all

my——batchrconsis'bing%)fﬁfo:rtty-one—people,hwere-1ei‘_t_in_the_house____m
of_this_Arslan Bey, and we were safe here because the Bey and

his-friends—were i}overnment.people.JhP first_moment_that we saw.

AmkeLAgha_}%radglame_thoupht we _had seen an angel from Hea-

B T8

ve ,_anMed_to_hlm"Amkeligha,&ms.ﬂhenjmjche—_
_tchens heard his name, they discovered that he was an Armenian,

and_immediately- attacked him. He was almost killed, but with-

stood-them-by— hls~bra«ver3r~and -address j-he told them that he had
been sent there specially by the Govermment, and turning mmedla-

tely_tmus,,,he-gave_us_to_understand:@hatwthose who went to_

Arslan Bey's house would be saved.

Arakel Agha Karadjian took the next train and returned

£0-Aleppo.-He tried-everymeans.to-save us, and after 15 days
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he came backs The Circassians (or Tchetchens) endeavoured to

force us to become Moslems, but we answered them: " We will

throw ourselves_into the water and die, but we will not become

Moslemse" The Tchetchens were surprised at these words, and said

they had never seen people like this, so zealous for their honour

and their religion and so_devoted to_each other, Arakel Agha Ka-

radjian —found~thisfoutand~went—to _the-chief-of the-Tche tchens

he bribed him, and then, with superb courage, conducted us to

the-railway-one-by—one,the-station-being-about-2-miles from—— —

where we were. 1t was Saturday evening when we reached AleppoOe

Here for_ the_first time we met some Armenian soldiers, who were

almos tr-—crazy—wi'bh~—;joy*when—they_saw“usﬁ'leﬁcould_hardly_believe‘ﬁm

they _mereMArmemans, _until Arakel Agha Karadjian's father came

after dark with some of these soldiers, carrying no lights, and

took-us-to-the-Armenian-Church.-There-they told-us—that-if-the

Government._should discover us_and inquire how we came, We Were

to—tell-them thatme_had_travelledqai._our_own_expense;(,_They S

1med1ately bmugh’o usjread,_ﬂe,hadmgt eaten. any‘bh:u.ng‘f,or b

hours. .There were_a_numbeILo :f:_dep orbe&Amen;anS4nthe _Chm"r‘h 3
they came from different %aj.ces and had been travelling for L

__months. They were _so_exhauste d_ﬁhaj:_ab,qu_‘b,ho_o f them were dying

every— day,.Ihe.pxieatjrho_penfdmed_the_cammony_cmlld_not_dm g ___

‘ himself-home.—Erom-the-deported-Armenians—in-Aleppo-we-learned — ..

that the husbands of many of the women had been roped together

and__:baken_to_SheiiQn_Ilene,sSU.Dgzil_h_V&llﬁy)“g where they were

slaughtered with axes and knives. Here we gave up all hope of

seeing-our-husbands_again, being convinced that they were all =
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kiled, Ve heard that in some plaées_they_made_ihe_Axmeniansedé:gﬁ_—

“their oun_graves before they killed-them.-An-Armenian soldier—

from Tchemesh-Getzek told me_that_the Turks_wikk were killing

Lhe_Armenians and-throwing-them-into-the-Euphrates,-when-6-of

them-managed-to-cross—the-river-and-get-away;—after 3~dayst—jour=

ney throtigh country‘ 1i'btered with corpsess

American
_On_Sunday 1 momlng_IJrent _to_see the. m:mm Consul_at

Aleppo s—and asked him_to- save-me,--as Iwas an-American-citizens

' me.on~the_:-ray5«_I_told-him--all—the—circmnstances s—and-he-promised

to-help-me.—I-went—to-him §a gain-thenext -—-day—and—told—hﬁnfhmf---nv—

parents were Amexicajl_citizens,,_,,andJrryﬁhusband*also.,._‘and_how_my

husband _had Jlive d__in.America_fox';l&years s—L-told- bim*he -could—7Fm—

prove_it-byuasking—the—Americénﬁensulﬁat;Harput—or-evenvtheanIa—

shington Government.-After.5-days-had passed,-he-sent-for-me-and—

made—me«teu—nv—stozy—in—'the~Turkish*languagerswﬂefput Tmyname—in
hix book, and placed_me in his_kavass!s house, _Then-heﬁgaVe_me

_a_passport_and sent-me_to-Alexandretta in-the- ~company-of-some-Rug~———

51an—sub3ecis14le—stayed -15- ﬂdays‘in—Alexandretta—From%here—we —

rparhedﬁAlexand al-on-board-the-American-cruiser-"Chester! 5—on

the 22nd_September, 1915,

While —IAwas ~in-Ras=Ul-Ains—we-saw- some~Armen1an—g1r13*:m

the_houses_of . sone Tchetchens, One.of them-was-married-to-one———

—of the Tohetchens.:_They.f.beggedmus‘notJoo—forgetxhem—i—fawe«were

ever saved. Simon-Agha Nahigian!s wife_and-children-reached-Rase—

| Ul-Ain.-A-Kurd-came-and-said-to-thems: -"I-am-from-the-village-of

Karar; you come with me, and.I will take you-to_Karer until the
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end of the war." They beligled_hjm,.and_uent_'bo_his_house.—ﬁ.ii-._-

tervards Arakel Agha Karadjian tried to-save them, bub-they -had— —

already—gone.—Gabriel-Agha—Nahigian!s-wife-and—3—daughterswent———
} to Der~El-Zor.

A The-Turkish-Government-did-not-provide—any—foodfor-us-on———-

/

/ the~wayr;~one~day~on1y,-a‘b*ﬂ:iyarbeld?,—bhey"gave_us one loaf each,

dnd--again;for—about-B'—days—’at’Mardih;‘but the bread was so hard

~that m it cut our mouths, The son prof. Nahigian, his marrted#

daughter, and his Tuture daﬁghter-in—law, as well as the wife

and 2 daughters of Mre Serjijian reached Aleppo in safety. Serop

Agha Vartabedian's daughter and his 1ittle boy were kidnapped

by the Turks. Only 2 of the boys were left with the mother, who

-reached Aleppo safely. Besides the gendarmes, Kurdish irregulars

also followed us on the way, to kill those that were left behinds

The clothes of those who ﬁnderwent this deportation were all rot-

ted by the end of the journey, and the exiles themselves had

almost lost their reason. When they were wmw given new clothes

they did not know how to_put them on,-and when their-hair-was——

washed it _came off bodilyfrom-their -scalps.
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