Clark University
Clark Digital Commons

Sermons, 1905-1919 Pittsfield, Unity Church, 1905-1919

9-13-1914

The New Era

Earl Clement Davis

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield_sermons

Recommended Citation
Davis, Earl Clement, "The New Era" (1914). Sermons, 1905-19179. 11.
https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield_sermons/11

This Sermon is brought to you for free and open access by the Pittsfield, Unity Church, 1905-1919 at Clark Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Sermons, 1905-1919 by an authorized administrator of Clark
Digital Commons. For more information, please contact larobinson@clarku.edu.


https://commons.clarku.edu/
https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield_sermons
https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield
https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield_sermons?utm_source=commons.clarku.edu%2Fpittsfield_sermons%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://commons.clarku.edu/pittsfield_sermons/11?utm_source=commons.clarku.edu%2Fpittsfield_sermons%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:larobinson@clarku.edu

e séiﬁﬁﬁiqn:’sz‘sRa

% I S t"'
whg; e are mant seeuraly snagglsa 1n tha sarn aeasartab&ai of aa# iﬂng

tanplscsnag, tha aarrsw aoneh or grat&a&&;l pat&t&t&:ﬁ, a iﬁ&gia nlgmn
that arouses us to the world of large thzngﬁ finds us stupzxiaa ung’,jff-'
argle. Such is the ;1tuaeiea taaayﬁ' ﬂhnn/x ;tlaataé the snb::ct i’f'ﬁﬁﬂ

surmqnvherera ga&ng aﬂay an my Vaaaﬁion, w@ toru ntzll, as a paahit; rﬁaiw
ing upan ths :ert eauah\et un&varsal ?eaan and Ghr&itian stvillzatzﬁu lﬁi
maﬁqra teelinga of 5caa~1111, uauilling te bclicvt ahat Enrepo tealt ;
bsaaan gmhra&lca in unr.; S0 aantident uura wt tkat tht ssunsrino at

% 4«» ,~'.,

of Internaticnal Plast, tac tmtalr Qﬁliqiﬂliptf ihc t!t!lniﬁul acst ia #
1ife un& waalth, te peruit thaatolvts tc be drnsn inta snr, that up ip Ght
very m@meﬂt of confliet, we aaamcd to hulisvn that such a sar as 1s'aéwi“
aavastazing E&r@pu was a §hing lmpaxsible .na nninaginab&c‘ ﬁkt sll t@pg&f
soft dxluaianﬁ ha#e bean r&thlssalx thrust asiau. The arnaﬁ pﬁc&t ﬁt o
Westarn Givilizaﬁian has baaﬂ brakan, anﬁ tha &a;t b#aﬁal :ar a: h&tﬁlﬁ#ir
is now baing nta;oa = _ :

. tet I find that ‘ﬂﬁh a aalasxty as uu grt aac taruaé te r&aasniic
has_no mntarisl effest upon uh;t 1 wiﬂhna ea say at tht ayaaing s;vvitn :
of thia yuar*a waﬁk in thin stllawship., !n !ant, thia 1&: but makti Iﬂﬁipf

puaganti se me at laant, hut nelither more aar xnns trna, ths prina&plti
whiah I wiﬁha& ta aall to your atﬁantiena qaita resnrdla;s ex pcrsaaaiiﬂ
ties | ; aagerfieial inaiﬁanﬁa; thn prtﬁcnt war 1: ths legiwtl, zz not :
the 1nav1$ahla rwauit of tht 1&38 eontury Qf Ghrintiun Hiﬁtury. zﬁnn ﬁa;

S

have vananrod uhy i hava nat shmvn any grtat intare:t in thn !arll.ratcl

inta epcn hraaﬁhsn af ths gonaa ara 1a~titah1n. Ihia ?n@plo gtt hﬂh‘p}}

|

they fight. ta&str willian IT of ﬁurnsny, ra:s:kahit hath t&a~k&: 18
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._53“ ;mgug‘ ns m%ﬁmg m 1ts ipiru, n:g nman

_recalling m ingidents of this wary, ma. ﬁﬁﬁly ;xewm the wn-» ‘

nﬁt undnnm the llﬁﬂm 1% eonvoy:? E‘ur amn &hﬁ ps@an :pirlt of
m;m has stirred :.n tar uu, and aw gzmt smmg an& pomr, with
fire azsé. mra,w, they u::c ﬁﬁ nmaa:- tiur smwm mh of chriam

the grew and offigers on board the asmmoum sumy,, gua.y 29,

;&1; was a‘& mp tg,u e:r tm Baxnr apz*uing, thiah mmumtcd a du~ "

parﬂa atu@‘s on_ tho pm af patrietla mmm tsa maut the

ments of Imperialistic Christendon upon tne Antegrity of thelr national
1ife. The Kalser in this sermon but é.ulmt ope

wha,tﬁmmf
was the. real attim&t a: tm mﬁm af ths wut. Kn M W from

.the text, "But as long as ﬁ?“l ﬁﬁ-& “ﬁ h:ls Wt m Im'l

prevalled; but when he mﬁm h.&n mm, mlek ;r-nnog’ Arm

fl.tat Mtnm %eua ma mlak, he gws an to m, “md. wla W acn

mmln, Qhrutm ?aﬁ.th, e:! Eurapem mmama and e&aeatﬁ.m Aaa agaia
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god has emm. ' Choose m; go forth and fight against Aualek'.® This

pauag& :Layu tha msm urpau, methaa, and w&rﬂ et thi iwi-

‘alistic pragrm ar WM?&GM Giﬂliu’ﬁma. ﬁnﬁu in m&r tﬁ‘aﬂ: )
: d&ﬂ.&n 'ﬁu m er shs.m,g hat figh%ing m tmm ammlc mnz m
_:uhn; ‘ m :mtviag rmnu M a mtmmlhtu ;a'cm.enu, mngu

.Mtta by m nore »ﬂi& mpmu a: s.mnrm tmﬂm, m y.vaa

birth o ma muam amposuim. ta th.u mmm marnlim,

1@:&2,:13 us aﬁm :ith mtahmbla ntawung miu m& bur&amm mﬁu,

_\ W M1¥ Plans&ng mmp# nma thh mm.«um m mw n is
‘_w‘“‘" in Indla, or 30131“5 mglm&, :‘mu, w W xa mw

‘ ‘ﬁ.tr.tea, or m Gn&tqﬁ au‘eﬂ :\n *ﬁ}u ?hilippma a# Gﬁh&, w sll ar m

vtogcmx m ahm. ‘mqing #m mtegmw at & mﬁm, it 1: thn W

sion of s:m sane meul marﬁd&m, mmm by s cps.z-a.t c:
axpleiuﬁim, ultuu«king 1}& purpen, m vmlm 1& MW if ew j




_alistie point of view.  Absolutism, authority, ‘and prosel)
_religlon; exploitation, profits, and Mamméniss Ifi indu
Amparialism and sarmed force in national Tife; secret ‘a1l jingo
patriotisn; leading inevitably to open Wiz fn international a:fam -
these are the forcds that have been at work ﬁ?%&‘pﬂtm rm
especially, dressed at times in the soft Wﬁ ﬁ"‘hﬂmﬁwﬁ
friendliness; Tobed frequently’in the Wiite ralments of Bemevolent :
protectorates, or & passionite zeal for saving the souls of the h&%m.
but always and forever backed by the anwptlau ﬁut when éu wm-.
phal march of Christisn Vorals, of Christian mm. of mmmma
and Bdueation is mﬁMWapmr taik, Mwmwnméu;ym
a8 the Kalser doclares, to draw tzu nwrﬂ. But amr the 5””,,’"
and the mask 18 thrown éﬁ‘, m& tht card mmu a:" mumtxm;l Mmb
1inéss and minun rsugian, ao-qall&d. haa ta,llm m thg gwma in
a mass of Tuins,’ . - ; : ¥0 b
“eBgE, T you u:’, *the ‘tmitcd Sta*fn ﬁ.s:) airm'_; t. :&;‘It“&t wﬁt
tnvelved in this struggle. It ma ’:‘Eﬁini 1’8: “gngyng ?g neutrality.
Tt de at Pence Wwith the world.? Not so fast. Enti L} fﬁgmnthﬂ ;:.nu
we ‘§tood upoR the Brink of war with a gsigmr‘ i%t;@.’ and the zja_rgnt_
that were trying with all their migh’%‘ h fﬁ;.f ';;:u :'iuuﬁ wﬂ timu
same imperialistic industrial forces that haw &r&wn ope u hay
; ﬁmﬁh ‘We have been maﬂauntiu. ?whap: m m ha.s p&ﬂ%
hﬁp& 80, “But tmb faot remains thﬂz mr mamz.ﬂy teaa.y 1: nat 80
maoh’ the result of & hig}m- é‘éhiaal smm ar m muem u & whph
a8 4t Ls the fact that we are gcegnphieally imla%é._ Ia m ﬂ.ﬁh
other’ xﬂim, we hold a.m&nian e'mr eanqntm trihn, by pmmr éf n&rﬁ
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mf w& fw 61' “éﬂ. To aar usmz, m it usall&a mt ear q;m-
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of taking advantage of this Buropean vg to_further our uwutin m
forelign markets than we are as. to the peus,ble rosults m makiag W
sk & more insplrited snd righer civillzation, The awamm s
ex¥pected to bend mll ite energles to. @x'emt‘lng w amml on tenign
mirkets,’ To be spesifie, we ave interested F&gh‘! hwa s.a Pnui'hm

w;l L

© and ‘Iw ‘this Toom to kuow whethar the ampsmmn in atmu' m t&i

zive ‘our own glestrieal interests the ~advantage n a?;uu ? ‘South
B i"z‘““ thes

Amér4é4; and tims-enable vs.to profit by Ogrmsny's nisfortune, We

sesk to ratten on another's distress, e, are pa pmﬂ__of tht

**“!ﬂ sres s
nx. G}?:"’f“

same seramble for foreign markets, and the gquatiou mt"m.s |
#trugple gives rise to, that is in the Wcmﬁa of this m. #t are
furtmto in our isolation, but it is a fortune mt n kmw ag ngm

ot 57 S A8 4 AW ARRY, IR axun of such pur-
‘boses and methods of nattonal 1ife and oivilized
‘geen net enly in'the ravagss of war, but in the ravages ;
"“‘mm. What results ean be affected in times of m we am m 'mng
ahown in # most sohvincing manmer. Even the wildest ;mght @t m
mginaﬂem cannot grasp the full significance of the loss M MW
tation inﬁﬂ.‘%ﬁ. Yot T sometinmes think that the ravages ﬁ& Mtlemﬂ.
mumﬂuafﬁ ‘in times of pnn ‘aré gquite as bputal and quite as gxmdw

Ing as in fimes of war, Again I Pefer:to a-significant passage from

2 letter of 1nstiiction By the German Kalser-to the luperial Chan-

eellor, in which he Btates elearly the essential burden whioh national
wetuwn throws upon the shoulders of the working classes, %@u
.Mﬁtewrefars to an" gWMW%@&%W gi t0 bring. about {g,g,v,_.“; »
' o better the conditions of. the working classes.

‘M%mamgnal K e
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set 1 mossan WHH'S F for the purpose WM&M - y .
mﬁﬁ nfﬁeamnt with France, Belgium, England ‘
moﬂng the desires and requiremsnts of the laboring olasses. Hote
eaﬂmlly the language and ite fmplications. *T am resolved So mw,
80 far as the 1lmitations drawn by the necessity of keeping Gemuan
maa:m in sondition to tmm with the Worldts markets pernlt me,
in m&liaxﬁaﬂag the condltisn 6f German working man, ' Sericus lossés,
of amric, of our homé industries by reason of & deereases in our emports
would not only {nfure Hs employers, But would ales Aéprive theis
amplann of the means of existence. The difficulties ereated by
international competition when trying o improve the ‘eondition of our
labafiuﬁ classes can only be partisliy’ overgoms by international agres-
mi amng those countries mést intsvested im the world's marketss

' This 1s the orux of the whole problem, :Gommerce.and »i%%
trisl expansion in competition with human: life. It is because. of. the
faot of the sltuation #o clearly set forth in the Kalser's. statemen
that I hold 'to the opinion that these present wars are but an acute .
expression, a dramatie clash of forces ‘that, for s hundred years, by a
slow pmm of semi-gtarvation and excessive toil have been devitalizing

'V laboring classes of the modern world and, at the same tiue, have E
Soon brutalizing all seelety. The pressure of thesa forces, sxpressing r‘
Ve both in infustry end polities, has retarded the davelopment K

1 edvilization, has sent the Irish, the Germans, the English,
%', the Saandinavian, she Italian, and Mlx ‘ihﬁ M’Wm i
A8 new western world in search of a chance o live.
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essure is agaln manifested in ‘the poverty, the unem- i
"

s

vets.en of our own industrial cities today, An our
; .t our interminable sceial problem. Mmm
B0 elea iy i,l;auayh, no% enly are the ravages of war bus the
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ravages of peace chargesble to the fundament 21 pa

of this Btmtiam& Andustrial competition. m’f’mm w& Ly ‘&
‘the Topleal - not to say the inevitable - culmination Mwlweu - Q
‘that has been goling on for decades. It iw useless to say that this |
‘yuler or that ruler is responsible for this war, and still more absurd
to say that it 1s dué o a serles of blunders. Its causes are more
fundamental., The world moves under the dominion of an lnexorabls
1logle, Whatsoever a man 6* a nation sows, that shall 4t also reap.
e have been sowing the seéeds of disruption and conflicts among nations,
and we are reaping the frults thersof today.

' But in apeaking thus of international competition and tham
T am by né means blind to the essential constructive charaster of the
STo6ess dsperibod. Guite ApAFt from the serious:limitations which I
have thus mentioned and the evils resulting therefrom, we must not:
‘overlook the great advantages which have accrusd to soclety through
this very process. Mot only has the industrdal development of the

|
\‘3’5

ast century, stimulated by natlonal eompetition, made vast strides.

in the advahcement of the power of man over nature and the perfection

" of the tools of production ahd distribution, but quite as important .

have the mdvantages, yesulting from the bresking down of barriers, ...
the elimination of prejudices, the interchange of thought, and the

" comparative study of ethieal and religious standards. The very -
" ghannels of communication that have carried ths products of industry
‘ from one people to another, the very rethods employed im furthering

thie industridl umpﬁﬂﬁan among nations, have aleo served as chan-~
‘nels of an internationsl comity that in the leng rum is bound %o-

‘develop relations as goundly pesceful and as fundamentally construc-
"'tive as the forees now dominating infernationsl relationships are:
“‘aieruptive, For be it recalled that out of ‘this imterplay of nations
| 'f“fmm developed those ideas of democracy and modernism whose rise as

e e e - oA A ——g




working foreds in soclety are alnbat
an establiished Gpﬁéli’ﬁﬂn into fields not only 6‘1’9&‘1 log bBut ér T
intellect, sclence, a&naﬂian, ‘and religion ig one of the great
sehievements = 1%t 1s the great aghiovement - of the last n&%y ‘
the oidst of the turmofl of war and pesveamong nations today, in the -
midst of the presging problems of the soclal order, the mar;nmg
strength of the appeal 8f the demooratis principles in ﬁaaa:-ﬁ ol o
18 the witness for a fairer day in the world'e history. This is mx
I'wigh %o day a% thiw time.  You are faclng problems ahd a&vanmﬂi
in 1ife at e« ¥ime when the most intoresting aaw‘:t.apménh of knm i
nistory are taking place. The sstablighment of the prlnalpl“ of
demoeracy in the orgamized 11fe of man, making real and effective in
the eommon 1176 and the relations of men those great principles that
have been gleaned Trom the mta’rpiay“ of nations and from the develop-
ment of industrial soelety during the past hundred years o1 g%
that 18 the challenging task to which the times in which we 1ive ul!
us. When President Wilson sent out h.tn eall for a da;y &amta& te
prayer for peace among the nations of Mp&. he was fmioing a ‘khwgm
that has sprung again and’ agaia inte the minds of wen since the MW
of the present war began. But how ilmpotent and helpless men ﬁ:‘rﬁ fﬂti

~ On the one side,the great hopé of internationsl relationships based
upon friendlihess and good will. On the other sids, the esalﬂ_. facts

_ of pedple of the same’ grest race, of the same religlous traditions
engagsd in a most brutsl war. Ts the dream of world psacé a sham =
and’' a ‘mockery? Is the Wopa of amitu tranquillity a lie? It is
all a sham and a 14e,# ou have sald at one moment, and them you
nave Pissh o the falth in the substantial integrity of 1ife and the
univerae in which you have 1ived.’ You have settled yourself quistly -
t6 ' £1ght out within yourself this ever presént antagonlsm between =

w2 e
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‘>'_§Q§ﬁﬁ'i thn
11Q
of men. sﬂ. the task asa' nan 1! to. aehieva agg h sm Wg:% gf
hope. - This concepbion of demestic peace and Jnstzgs, Ghij uaaaaﬁt&mt >,
of & just international eomlity is something new under the sum, | &
now are we soning %o 666 Ahat God is not & God of the mm a&am, i
put of the Buddhist and the lichammedan as well, Our abaulnﬁll m
dsparted. - Wa are glving way %o an Anterchange at vmlnot. !In grﬁabln
is that these new gonceptions have not haaa‘maﬁn flesh 1n thp tnﬁﬁhllih#iLé
vﬁ&at&aan of men, In the gstablished relations of mcn‘ tha elﬁ grtur of
absolutien, authority, arrogant self-suffieiency backed by brutl foree, .
still obtsin, and thege purposss and methods which havw br@ughz el thn
way of Bureope are falling by the welght az 3hoir ﬁwn 1m§atan¢y. ln‘rx
gocial development carries :&thin;itsglf the ugt&%oxia that cures si;
own meladlss, :The era of industrial imperialism m hrekaa &mm mu
barriers of nations, softensed the prnjuaiaau of races, gnﬁ pav&& t&i
way for the emergence of those primzpln wme&s w&n bring & new ﬁrati‘
out of the present chaos. Ths prineiples of abaalut&tn, imynrin&xnu,
arrogant authority, have dons their work, and arc now ahawimg_ths
impotency of their deca¥. ot af thedr ruins are rinxng c&th sroatc¥
clearness Shan the world has ever seen, the waacntial prinaiplﬁt of
demoeracy whose purpose is the anvelﬁgmcnt, nat ar atatis aa& nntlnns.
and eaclesiastical arganl;atian, but the dsvn1Qp:ant of nsa, a%raag‘ '
efficient, self-reliant, and fres, whose nathaﬁa nr& nat those at t&#aw

_and.eempetitien for the daily bread of men, but methndn at aaeparntianw :
_pellowship, respest, and integrit¥s . . :

%hin is.a task worthy of real men and san&a, Tm 1t r@u srt &;&1&&
by the exigenoies of the fimes in which you ii?!.: First of nll mnst we

understand i1ts essential purposed not the builaing af a great aatian,
_but the development of great free people, whose oommon. iﬁﬁ!?llti arn ’
“tﬁ@ﬁﬁ@&iﬁ&@d &ﬁ;aeueaman.awguaisasxen; not the haiiaimg of a gmua:




Ao

tlmuﬂ.on of WF and poverty, the inelusive ce@f m ve
_ghe rescurces of mature, In short, we sesk 11t¢ in 1ts full  and
1ts richness, its adventure and 1its Mww tm ‘the :arusam e:l“ :\‘

\ gﬁ'm toil and monotony.

_ Above all end most difficult is %0 ranaw M ex%anﬂ. m mtm L

. of demoeracy. Not ferde, mot authority, not mﬁmm, mt the ;
nethods which science Has adopted appited to all the riiuiiana of 11fe,

. applisd in polities, applied in religion, eﬁmaﬂm, ‘and m m
 method of patient experiment and ‘sareful demonstration with the nima :

open to every new faeot, ready for each new &m&amm, with a ns.na

-always forward leeking, proving all things and holding fast to those

that experience show %o be true. puly gratefdl for all that the put
has done, sntirely acknowledging all that we have inherited, but m

_ idolizing the produets of the past; whether they be graven insges, =
_printed books, or great souls. Great as the past has veen, 1t 18

incomparable with what the futurs will be. The great things both in

~art and religion, both in men and institutions for men, are ahead of

us, not behind us, And at this moment we are trinning ourselves for
the most enriching era in history., I bid you to have confidence in the

_integrity of your own souls, in the integrity of your universe in which
you live, The dreams of Justice, the conceptions of an exalted manhood
_and womanhood have developed in your minds and are surviving there,

begause the universal environment demands them, because it nurtures them
and is nmhlmg them, The passing drama of the death struggles of

_the worked out prineiples of an industrial imperialism are as ‘nothing

k < B . A Y
eompared to the guies, permistent gpread of the prineiples and methods

0f dsmocracy.  The former is with the past, the latter dies unfulfilled

at your very xm, ealling you $0-.s 1ife and a task without pmnﬁ m

' the history of man.
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When we are most seem}.y snmled m '&h@ m aMertmgs ef m _m :

gomplacency, me NArTOW eauuh of pmﬂm;l pa.&iém, _‘a, auﬁtﬁ m
that arouses us %o ﬁu wru of largo thzw finds us ;msm ;mt
avgle, Sugh is the szmezm ‘today.  ymen I u}.astsa the mb:ut of ‘m
.umavbgram golng gu;r m a:' uuﬁen, n ssﬂ ;till, aﬁ a puyl&; mim
_ing upon ths soft eouch of tininrui Paw: and christm sivillum wﬁ

modern rulmga of 59@6.—»1111 , gnmlins ta bsuoﬂ mt W "

become mhre&lsa 1}; war, S cmﬂamt mm ¥e th;s thl: wm:u af
Europe uﬂ to0 a.tv:,nsod, too mmngm; mmm tith tht t‘} ohin
of International Peace, too keenly wmﬁagg of the ;romaacus ecﬂ &a

1ife and wealth, ﬁg permit mﬂ.ﬂa to be drawn inta m, mt up % mv
e nm& to htnoﬂ that am}; a m a8 u m

Wb

very moment of a@nﬂhﬁ,
devastating iirope was a thing m;;aanbu and mnagin&ah, mt sll bhoseri, o

sott dslusions have beon Futhlessly Sirust asids, The armed pesse oo

Western Civillzation has been broken, and the mlﬁ b:m

is now belng oxagtly. oo Gl *

. det I find mtm&amv” n;umtormwrumxa
has no material a:tteﬂ upon. what I wum to say a% the OpOR.NE
of thls year's work in this fellowship. In fack, this war m: m nm, :
pungent, to me atl least, but neither more nor less m,, w priaaiplﬁ :
‘whieh I wished %o em to your attention, Quite lisu of pcnm.to
ties and mqaarﬁam mammu, ‘the ;ar;uzat war &a th& 1@;1»1, u mt =
the mvs.mm.a.._maun, of. f.m }ma century of Mntm mmm m m
have wondered why 1 have mt shown any great mtarnt m She mr;a. ?ngl
movement, It 1s because A, have felt mﬂ so_long as tm IWQ m s.u ox
national competition are the bread and putter of the, ;;emu, developme
into_open breashes of the peace are tnevitable. Whe got ha
they fignt. Kaiser ¥illam IX of W, mmm ’lwm for m.c




The New Era
Earl C. Davis
Pittsfield, MA

September 13, 1914

Second Sunday of September 1914

When we are most securely snuggled in the warm
comfortables of our smug complacency, the narrow couch of
provincial patriotism, a sudden alarm that arouses us to
the world of large things finds us stupefied and lethargic.
Such is the situation today. When I selected the subject of
this sermon before going away on my vacation, we were
still, as a people, resting upon the soft couch of
Universal Peace and Christian Civilization and modern
feelings of good-will, unwilling to believe that Europe
could become embroiled in war. So confident were we that
the countries of Europe were too civilized, too thoroughly
impregnated with the teachings of International Peace, too
keenly conscious of the tremendous cost in life and wealth,
to permit themselves to be drawn into war, that up to the
very moment of conflict, we seemed to believe that such a
war as 1s now devastating Europe was a thing impossible and
unimaginable. But all these soft delusions have been
ruthlessly thrust aside. The armed peace of Western
Civilization has been broken, and the most brutal war of
history is now being staged.

Yet I find that such a calamity as we are now forced to
recognize has no material effect upon what I wished to say
at the opening service of this year’s work in this
fellowship. In fact, this war but makes more pungent, to me
at least, but neither more nor less true, the principles
which I wished to call to your attention. Quite regardless
of personalities and superficial incidents, the present war
is the logical, if not the inevitable result of the last
century of Christian History. You may have wondered why I
have not shown any great interest in the World Peace
Movement. It is because I have felt that so long as the
stakes in international competition are the bread and
butter of the people, developments into open breaches of
the peace are inevitable. When People get hungry, they



fight. Kaiser William II of Germany, remarkable both for
his insight and his frank speaking, stated the essence of
modern imperialism, its purposes, its methods, and its
spirit, in a sermon delivered to the crew and officers on
board the Hohenzollern Sunday, July 29, 1900. This was at
the time of the Boxer uprising, which represented a
desperate attempt on the part of patriotic Chinamen to
resist the encroachments of Imperialistic Christendom upon
the intengrity of their national life. The Kaiser in this
sermon but declares openly what we all know was the real
attitude of the nations of the West. He is speaking from
the text, “But as long as Moses held up his hands, praying,
Israel prevailed; but when he lowered his hands, Amalek
prevailed.” After recalling the incidents of this story,
and vividly picturing the conflict between Moses and
Amalek, he goes on to say, “And who today does not
understand the lesson it conveys? For again the pagan
spirit of Amalek has stirred in far Asia, and with great
cunning and power, with fire and murder, they seek to
hinder the triumphal march of Christian morals, Christian
Faith, of European commerce and education. And again God
has ordered, ‘Choose men; go further and fight against
Amalek.’” This passage lays bare the entire purpose,
method, and spirit of the imperialistic program of Western
Civilization. United in their efforts to divide the trade
of China, but fighting in their struggle among themselves.
The surviving remnants of a nationalistic patriotism,
impregnated by the more sordid aspects of industrial
expansion, has given birth to this national competiton, to
this commercial imperialism, loading us down with
intolerable standing armies and burdonsome navies, and
finally plunging Europe into this fratricidal war. Whether
it is England in India, or Belgium, England, France, or
Germany in South Africa, or the United States in the
Philippines or Cuba, or all of them together in China,
buying the integrity of a nation, it is the expression of
the same industrial imperialism, dominated by a spirit of
exploitation, self-seeking in purpose, and war-like in
method if occasion demands. Stripped of all its verbiage
and frills, the militant foreign missionary movement is but
an expression of this same imperialistic point of view.
Absolutism, authority, and proselyting in religion;
exploitation, profits, and Mammonism in industry and
commerce; imperialism and armed force in national 1life;



secret alliances, jingo patriotism, leading inevitably to
open war in international affairs—these are the forces that
have been at work for the past hundred years expecially,
dressed at times in the soft garments of international
friendliness, robed frequently in the white raiments of
benevolent protectorates, or a passionate zeal for saving
the souls of the heathen, but always and forever backed by
the assumpton that when this triumphal march of Christian
Morals, of Christian Faith, of European Commerce and
Education is resisted by a poor folk, then we are commanded
by God, as the Kaiser declares, to draw the sword. But now
the sword is drawn, and the mask is thrown off, and the
card house of international friendliness and Christian
religion, so-called, has felled to the ground in a mass of
ruins.

“But,” you say, “the United States is different. It is
not involved in this struggle. It maintains its position of
neutrality. It is at peace with the world.” Not so fast.
But a few months since we stood upon the brink of war with
a neighbor nation, and the forces that were trying with all
their might to force the issue were those same
imperialistic industrial forces that have driven Europe to
her slaughter. We have been imperialistic. Perhaps the war
has passed. I hope so. But the fact remains that our
neutrality today is not so much the result of a higher
ethical standard of the nation as a whole as it is the fact
that we are geographically isolated. In common with other
nations, we hold dominion over conquered tribes, by power
of sword and the fear of sword. To our discredit, be it
recalled that our conquests were gained over a weak and
impotent nation and people. Our attitude towards the real
nature of the situation is revealed by hopes which we have
as to the effect of this war upon our own country. You know
as well as I know that we are much more interested in the
problem of taking advantage of this European war to further
our interests in foreign markets than we are as to the
possible results in making way for a more inspirited and
richer civilization. The Government is expected to bend all
its energies to promoting our control on foreign markets.
To be specific, we are interested right here in Pittsfield
and in this room to know whether the suspension in Germany
may not give our own electrical interests the advantage in
competing in South America, and thus enable us to profit by



Germany’s misfortune. We seek to fatten on another’s
distress. We are part and parcel of the same scramble for
foreign markets, and the complications that this struggle
gives rise to, that is in the background of this war. We
are fortunate in our isolation, but it is a fortune that we
have no right to gloat over.

Still further it is to be noted that the effects of such
purposes and methods of national life and civilized
development are to be seen not only in the ravages of war,
but in the ravages of peace as well. What results can be
affected in times of war we are now being shown in a most
convincing manner. Even the wildest flight of our
imagination cannot grasp the full significance of the loss
and devastation involved. Yet I sometimes think that the
ravages of national competition in times of peace are quite
as brutal and quite as grinding as in times of war. Again I
refer to a significant passage from a letter of instruction
by the German Kaiser to the Imperial Chancellor, in which
he states clearly the essential burden which national
competition throws upon the shoulders of the working
classes. This letter refers to an attempt that he was
making to bring about an international agreement to better
the conditions of the working classes. Under date of Feb.
8, 1890, he instructs the Imperial Chancellor to set in
motion the machinery for the purpose of formulating an
international agreement with France, Belgium, England, and
Switzerland for meeting the desires and requirements of the
laboring classes. Note carefully the language and its
implications.

I am resolved to assist, so far as the
limitations drawn by the necessity of keeping
German industry in condition to compete with the
world’s markets permit me, in meliorating the
condition of German working man. Serious losses,
of course, of our home industries by reason of a
decrease in our exports would not only injure the
employers, but would also deprive their employees
of the means of existence. The difficulties
created by international competition when trying
to improve the condition of our laboring classes
can only be partially overcome by international
agreement among these countries most interested
in the world’s markets.



This is the crux of the whole problem. Commerce and
industrial expansion in competition with human life. It is
because of the fact of the situation so clearly set forth
in the Kaiser’s statement that I hold to the opinion that
these present wars are but an acute expression, a dramatic
clash of forces that, for a hundred years, by a slow
process of semi-starvation and excessive toil have been
devitalizing the laboring classes of the modern world, and
at the same time have been brutalizing all society. The
pressure of these forces, expressing themselves both in
industry and politics, has retarded the development of
western civilization, has sent the Irish, the Germans, the
English, the Scotch, the Scandinavians, the Italians, and
finally the Eastern Europeans to this new western war in
search of a chance to live. Finally, their pressure is
again manifested in the poverty, the unemployment, the
congestion of our own industrial cities today, in our labor
troubles, and in our interminable social problems. As the
German Kaiser so clearly implies, not only are the ravages
of war but the ravages of peace chargeable to the
fundamental purposes and methods of this international
industrial competition. The present war is but the logical-—
not to say the inevitable—culmination of the process that
has been going on for decades. It is useless to say that
this ruler or that ruler is responsible for this war, and
still more absurd to say that it is due to a series of
blunders. Its causes are more fundamental. The world moves
under the dominion of an inexorable logic. Whatsoever a man
or a nation sows, that shall it also reap. We have been
sowing the seeds of disruption and conflicts among nations,
and we are reaping the fruits thereof today.

But in speaking thus of international competition and
exchange, I am by no means blind to the essential
constructive character of the process described. Quite
apart from the serious limitations which I have thus
mentioned and the evils resulting therefrom, we must not
overlook the great advantages which have accrued to society
through this very process. Not only has the industrial
development of the past century, stimulated by national
competition, made vast strides in the advancement of the
power of man over nature and the perfection of the tools of
production and distribution, but quite as important have



the advantages, resulting from the breaking down of
barriers, the elimination of prejudices, the interchange of
thought, and the comparative study of ethical and religious
standards. The very channels of communication that have
carried the products of industry from one people to
another, the very methods employed in furthering this
industrial competition among nations, have also served as
channels of an international comity that in the long run is
bound to develop relations as soundly peaceful and as
fundamentally constructive as the forces now dominating
international relationships are disruptive. For be it
recalled that out of this interplay of nations has
developed those ideas of democracy and modernism whose rise
as working forces in society are almost contemporaneous
with the rise of industrial nationalism. Their slow and
steady spread in the face of an established opposition into
fields not only of politics but of intellect, science,
education, and religion is one of the great achievements—it
is the great achievement—of the last century. In the midst
of the turmoil of war and peace among nations today, in the
midst of the pressing problems of the social order, the
increasing strength of the appeal of the democratic
principles in modern life is the witness for a fairer day
in the world’s history. This is what I wish to say at this
time. You are facing problems and adventures in life at a
time when the most interesting developments of known
history are taking place. The establishment of the
principles of democracy in the organized life of man,
making real and effective in the common life and the
relations of men those great principles that have been
gleaned from the interplay of nations and from the
development of industrial society during the past hundred
years or more, that is the challenging task to which the
times in which we live call us. When President Wilson sent
out his call for a day devoted to prayer for peace among
the nations of Europe, he was voicing a thought that has
sprung again and again into the minds of men since the
ravages of the present war began. But how impotent and
helpless men have felt! On the one side, the great hope of
international relationships based upon friendliness and
good will. On the other side, the cold facts of people of
the same great race, or the same religious traditions
engaged in a most brutal war. Is the dream of world peace a
sham and a mockery? Is the hope of domestic tranquility a



lie? “It is all a sham and a lie,” you have said at one
moment, and then you have risen to the faith in the
substantial integrity of life and the universe in which you
have lived. You have settled yourself quietly to fight out
within yourself this ever-present antagonism between fact
and hope, and you have learned that the hope of today
becomes the fact of tomorrow. But just the hope itself is
of no avail. The task of men and the task of man is to
achieve and establish the reality of hope. This conception
of domestic peace and justice, this conception of a just
international comity is something new under the sun. Only
now are we coming to see that God is not a God of the
Christians alone, but of the Buddhist and the Mohammedan
as well. Our absolutism has departed. We are giving way to
an interchange of values. The trouble is that these new
conceptions have not been made flesh in the established
relations of men. In the established relations of men, the
old order of absolutism, authority, arrogant self-
sufficiency backed by brute force, still obtain, and these
purposes and methods which have brought on the war of
FEurope are falling by the weight of their own impotency.
Every social development carries within itself the
antitoxin that cures its own maladies. The era of
industrial imperialism has broken down the barriers of
nations, softened the prejudices of races, and paved the
way for the emergence of those principles which will bring
a new order out of the present chaos. The principles of
absolutism, imperialism, arrogant authority, have done
their work, and are now showing the impotency of their
decay. Out of their ruins are rising with greater clearness
than the world has ever seen, the essential principles of
democracy whose purpose is the development, not of states
and nations and ecclesiastical organization, but the
development of men, strong, efficient, self-reliant, and
free, whose methods are not those of force and competition
for the daily bread of men, but the methods of cooperation,
fellowship, respect, and integrity.

This is a task worthy of real men and women. To it you
are called by the exigencies of the times in which you
live. First of all must we understand its essential
purpose: not the building of a great nation, but the
development of a great free people, whose common interests
are accomplished in a common organization; not the building



of a great ecclesiastical order, but a simple fellowship
for things of the spirit; not a big foreign trade and a
great industrial prosperity, but the elimination of hunger
and poverty, the inclusive common command over the
resources of nature. In short, we seek life in the fullness
and its richness, its adventure and its freedom from the
pressure of a grinding toil and monotony.

Above all and most difficult is to follow and extend the
methods of democracy. Not force, not authority, not
bombardment, but the methods which science has adopted
applied to all the relations of life, applied in politics,
applied in religion, education, and art. The method of
patient experiment and careful demonstration with the mind
open to every new fact, ready for each new development,
with a mind always forward looking, proving all things and
holding fast to those that experience show to be true. Duly
grateful for all that the past has done, entirely
acknowledging all that we have inherited, but never
idolizing the products of the past, whether they be graven
images, printed books, or great souls. Great as the past
has been, it is incomparable with what the future will be.
The great things both in art and religion, both in men and
institutions for men, are ahead of us, not behind us. And
at this moment we are trimming ourselves for the most
enriching era in history. I bid you to have confidence in
the integrity of your own souls, in the integrity of your
universe in which you live. The dreams of justice, the
conceptions of an exalted manhood and womanhood have
developed in your minds and are surviving there, because
the universal environment demands them, because it nurtures
them and is establishing them. The passing drama of the
death struggles of the worked out principles of an
industrial imperialism are as nothing compared to the
quiet, persistent spread of the principles and methods of
democracy. The former is with the past, the latter lies
unfulfilled at your very feet, calling you to a life and a
task without parallel in the history of man.
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