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The prcuent ‘book is only a part of a large volume: "Turkish
Laws, Decrees ard Edicts remative to the éenocide" : roens
peosle in the Ottoman Empire 1914-19,1)6 | |

ﬁ it contains three categorzes of Turkish Laus and Edlct

The first: category comprlses the 1aus of deportation of

the Armenian people and confiscation of Armenian property(that
- had never been officlally proclaimed by any government in the
’history of mankindé

!
The Prov1siona1 Lawv of 50, called “Abandoned GODdu" of Sep-

tember 96, 1915, which" had. becn criticized even in the T urkish

Senate as "incompatible with the human rlghts and austlce...prc-

|sently the sale of such lands will cause great proaudmce to the

ouners" 1

The curtain of the deportation law promulgated under the

.,cprcténce of milltary urgence covers only the secret orders of

maggacrea dictated by the Turkish Government to the Military and
Civil Authorltles in the provinces of the Ottoman Empire,.

The second category resumes: ' '

a, the condemnation of the military and civil authors and
accomplices of the Ggﬁgg%he of the Armenian people by the Turkish
Court-lartial in the perlod of 1919-1921.

bs The’ proclamatlon of a Decree by the French Military

1 Turkish Senaﬁe, scssions,of»October 4 and 1i 1915; in
J« Lepslus, ¥peutschland und Armen&gpﬁ} Sanlung Diplomatischer
Acten Stiike®, 1919 Potsdam, pp. 163-64, the motion of Ahmed Riza

Bey to postpone itis coming inbto force‘onevmonth after the peace

treatyy
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Authority on April y}, 11919, by way of adm.n:.stration, the

restoration of Armenian property in Cilicia, rrench zone of
occupation. '

¢« bhe publmcatlcn on January 12, 1920 in the T urkish
Officialwﬂ ¢ akvim:l. Vzakéyi'by the mu:kish Governnent of.
a law provmding the restitution of the Armanhen property con—-

| flscatea by both Turkish cabinetu in the period of 1914-1918.

The thlrd category comnrlses:
1. the rejection by the Turkish N&tionalist Assemby ofv
Ankara of the acts of the Turkish Court-llartial sentensing to

. wn.
'death or hgrd*labor the authors and accomplices of theﬂSenoclde
. of-the Armenian-pecple MTThe OvtomerPrpire, and at the same

tinme stating the’innocence‘of mnrderers and plundefers.

20 A secret mllitary pact concluded in Erzerum on April
15, 1920 by the Republican Government of Azerbaijan ‘and the
- ”urknwh,ﬂationallat Great Assembly of Ankara providing clauseu
and annexe for the annihlliatzon of the Armenian people both
in Azerbaiaan and in TurkeYe L , B

- % the publication of neu lawvs by the Government of
the Turkish Republlc relative'to the confiscation of the Ar-
menian property in Turkeyfor‘reviving the law of so called
% spandened Goods¥a | ’

—_—

‘&, the great indifference of the VWestern Powers in .
 respoct of their little Ally: Armenia,



Damages and losses incured

. . district,.
by the Armenisn populatidn of Zeytoon ARF/¥IIIAAZH.

Tmmoveable Property

Three monasteries burned or destroyed 75.000 P,Te (2.625.000 dol.
Twenty churches burned or destroyed  140.000 T.P. (4,900,000 *

Twenty schools burned or destroyed  80.000 T,Pe (2.800.000 *
Two residences for bishop destroyed 15,000 ToP. ( ‘125.000 "o
'Four thousand houses destroyed 1,000,000 TePe(35,000,000 "
mhrée_hundred stores destroyed 500,000 TePe( 3750000 "
Six millions grape-vines burned 50,000 TP, (1:996.,000 "
Fifty thousand fructiferous trees burned25,000 T4P. ( 875.000 "
Thirty mills ' 6,000 T.P, ( 213,000 "
1 Bath .' ~ | 1,200 ToPs 42,000 "
1. building for pilgrims | 1.000 T,Ps 35,000 "

loveable Property

Antiques, precious objects of Churches

and monasteries. : 70,000 T.P. ( 2,450,000
Furniture of churches and schools 75,000 T,P, (2.625.,000 "
Furniture of 4,000 houses 5004000 TePe (17+500,000 "
Lands income - | : 50,000 T¢Pe  14750,000 "
Vineyards income o | 50,000 T,Pe 1,750,000 *
Merchendise in 300 stores 50,000 ToPs  1.750,000 "
Instruments and. machinery . 20,000 T,P, 700,000 *
Planks and wood 155,000 T.P. 4,725,000 "
45,000 goats TN 22,500 ToPs 787500 *
5.000 horses, mules and donkeys 10.000 7.P, 350,000 *

15,000 cows and oxen o 22,500 T.P, 787.500 n



2 . recport 2,888,200 ' 91.087.000
35,000 chiclons ' 5,000 T.P. (. ‘175.000 dollaxs
. Alabash*Areknir37'villagés_ : e .

Furnuz 13 villages

In these firty villages o ,
There were 2,537 houses 1264850 TePe - ( 444694750 dol.

' Total 340204050 105.701.750

This is a résume of 8 long report prepared in Aleppo,
Syrla, TFebruary 2?, 1919, signed by 97 Armenian survivors of
Zeytoon. The estimation is made by the editor in reopect with

» reported
the other »mpmrk data without any exageration.

The original of the report is zm preserved by  Prof. Halg

A« Aramian, liiithlbagh An Hochkﬁnzg,vLand Salzburg; Austria. -



Losses and damages incurred

by _the Armenian populatlon of Urfa district

immoveablo property
5000 houses of which 4500¢ destroyed

by the Moslem refugees - 2,350,000 T.Ps ( 82.250.000 do
3000 vineyards . 550,000 T.P. ( 19.250.000 ®
500 Gardens 150,000 T.Fs ( 5,250,000 ®
150 villages S 7 275,000 2Py ( 946254000 ™
20 mills R 20,000 T.P. ( 700,000 "
500 stores S 150,000 TePs  ( 5,250,000 ©
0 hotels 30,000 TePs ( 1,050.000 *
~ 7 Churches . - . 50.000 T,P. 1,750,000 "
"Hoveable prophrty - 20,000 000 700,000 000 ®

| Total . 23.575,000 825,125,000

“The 1ong report is preserved in Bibllotheque Nubar,
Paris, prepared in Aleppo, Syrla, TFebruary 22, 1919, and signed

by 292 Armenien survivors of Urfa.



"They (organized gangs)mt;rried (Armenian) vomen awvay -
- and stripped themrFrom their effects, jewels and clothes..."
| Mehmed Ali Effendi, Superintendent of Taxes in Trebizond,
by order of Jemal Azmi Bey, Governor-General...carried out mnili-
tary requisitions and the sao@ of jewelry.

"Iuri Effendl, the Po%éce Commissioner of Trebizond...as
a member of the Caimmittee went through the houses of the Armenians
and seized their jewelry. As‘an organizér‘of the deportations, he
seemingly to proteot the belongiﬁgs and furniture in the houses
vevaouated by the Armenians, did not take any mmmmurs police mea-~
su:es...He did not transport the personal belongings to the de-
. signated stores, and he did not register these effects in the
book, on the contrary, he lended the power of his office in the
suzsequcnt robberies and losses of these possessions, and ﬁhroggh
his police men he sent oniy a part of stolen possessidéns to the
Military Court. N

As curfew was in effect in Trebizond,}Mehmet Ali (Super-
intendent of Taxes at the harbour), drawing profit from the Mar-o
. %ial Iaw prevailing in Trebizond, took advantage of the curyfev,
and delivered fhe stolen possessions (of Armenian deportees) \
to Jemal Azmi Bey, Governor—General ‘and his- acconplices, through
the service of his police men and - gendarmes.

| Agent Mustapha, promoted by Jemal Azmi Bey, ‘became an of—

ficer‘in the harbour of Tmecbizond as well as af & official of the
deportations. By order of Jemal Azmi Bey, he transported over sea
the poesessions confiscated from Armenians,..He delivered to
Jemal Azmi Bey, Governor-General, a box full of jewelry and gold
coins without any listese |



In accordance with a piece of information, the chest
which vas deliveredAto Jemal Azmi, contained twenty thousand
(20.000) Turkish Pounds (equivalent to 700.000 dollars) in cur-

rency, in addition to precious Jjewelry and dlamonds and other

. objects belonglng to Armenians." 1.

Jawtwﬁﬁ

. Goes fmakvin-m ValkayiX, Turkish official MA»~» |
3616, the sentence pronounced by the Turkish Court-hartial on

“Moy/. 22y 1919

"He (Dr, Bahaettin ohahir Bey) headed the' gangs he orga-

nized and carrled out surprlse attacks during the forced depor-

tation’ of Armenians, had murders and plundering of properties
committed. .. o . T

"(Gcheral) Vehib Pasha (Commanderuin-chief) of the Third
Army at the Caucasus front has testified as follows:

"The massacre and annihilation of Armenians and the
plundering and conflscatlon of their possessions within the
area of the jurisdiction of the Third ArmyZ(Trebizond, Erzerum,
Ven, Bitiis, biarbekir,“MamuretAul-Aziz'and Sivas) have been
decided by the Committee of Union and Progress.

- Vehib Pasha continued his testimony:
"Dr. Bahaettin Shakir Bey has organized and headed the

- | e
"Butchers of men' (Kasap taburi)l¥ ‘ipdgen kaziktan ﬁééﬁ&gf'é%ﬂkf

escaped from hanging and place of execution®,

Y

l.,sina‘ Takvin-1 Vakazigpﬁ0f377l, sentence of the Court-
Martial, delivered on January 13, 1920,




AMERICAN CONSULATE
TREBLZONIE
' . July, 28, 1915,

 Honorable Henry Eorguenﬁhau,
~American Ambassador,
| \ConStantinople.f
Sir: . '_ | 4

| T desire to write o you cbn£idenﬁiélly in regard to the
vevents which;have taken place here receﬁtly,,l reclize thaﬁfit
~ is absolutely essential for this consulate to'maintain good
'relatibhs with the Vali (Jemal Azmi Rey) and othér local offi~i
cials obherwise it will not be in a position to render any ser-
vice whatever it will not be interegts confided to i% # to proa,l
toct. This taken in connectmon vith our igolated position and
the genergis spirit of the Turks here which is vexry hostile to
all outside suggestion and interference in their internal affaris,
 and a feeling that they ame nov nasters of the sibtuation, makes
3% necessary that one should bo discret and prudent, |

IL seems tc me houevcr that you should be kept fully infor-i

med of what is going on here although it msy not interest us |
dlrectly, being an axfair bebween thelottoman government and

itw own subjects,
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Official Proclamation

Our Armenian fellow countrymen; who form one of the Ottoman

_raclial elements, havzng taken up uith a lot of false ideas of a

nature to disturb the public order, as the result of forcign insti-
gatlons for nany years, and because of the fact that they have brought
about bloody happenlngg and have atbempted to destroy the peace and

"security of the Ottoman State, of their fellow countrymen, as well

as their ovn safety and interests, and morever, as the Armonian S0~

‘cicties now have dared to Jjoin themselves to the enemy of their exis—-

- tence, and {to the cnenies now'at wvar wvith our state, our Government

_is compelled to adopt extraordinarykmeasures and sac:ifices,.both
for theipreservation of the order and security of the_countﬁygiand
for the continuation of their existenCevand’for«thﬂ'welfare of the

Armenian societies. Therefore, os a measure to be applied until the

 conclusion of the war, the Armenians have to be sent away to places

vhich have been prebaréd in the interior vilayets, aﬁd‘a literal
obedience to the folloumng orders, in a categorlcal manner, is accor-
:dingly enjoined upon all Ottomans:
- 1. Uith the ezception of the sick, all Armenlans are obliged

to leave, within five days from the date of this proclanation, and
by viilages of quarters; under the escort of the gendarmery.

2« Although they are free to carfy with them on their journey
the articles of their movable property vhich they desive, they ave

forbidden to scll their landed and their extra effects, or to leave

| them here and there with other people. Because their exile is only .

tenporary, their landed prbpefty, and the effects which they will

N

lbe unable to take with them will be teken care under the supereision



2
of the Government,ﬁahd_stored in cibSed'and.protectéd,bﬁildings.
:Any one:whd sells or‘attempts‘to take care of the movable éffects
or landed property in a manner contrary to this order shall be sent
'\before ‘the Court Martlal. They are only free to sell to the Govern-
) ment, of their own accord, those articles whmch may ansvexr the needs
of the army. , : ;
3e To assure the“r confort during the aourney, hans and sui-~
1itable buildlngs have been prepared, and everythlng hasg been done for
;‘their safe arraval aL their places of bemporary resldence, without
their‘being subaccted to any k¢nd of attack or afironts. ,
44 The guarus will use their ueapons ‘against those who make
any axtempts to atback or affront the life, honoxr, and property of
one or of a number of Armenians, and such persons as are taken alive
'will be gent to tha court HMertial and executed, Thia measure belng
the regrettable result of the Armenlanu havmng been led 1nto error,
 it ‘does not concern in any way the other races, and these other cle-
ments uxll in no uay or mannor whaisoever intervene in this question,.
V 5. Since the Armenlans are obliged to submit to this decision
: of the Govcrnment, it sonme of them attempt to use arms against the
soldlers or gendarmes, arns shall be enployed only against those who
use force,. and they shall be captured dcad or alive. In 1ike mannersy
those who, in oppos 1t10n to the Government‘s decision, refraln from
leavnng, or hlde thamselves here and there, if they are sheltered
or are glven food and as sistance, the pergons who thus shelter them
or aid them ‘shall be sent before the Court Martial. for execution,
6. As the Armenlana are not alloved to carry any firearms or
cutting weapons, they‘shall deliver to the authorities every sort
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of arms, revolvers, daggers, bombs, etc, vhich they have concealed
in their places of resmdence or elseuhere. A lot of such ueapons
' *and other thlngs have been reportea to the ‘Government, they will be :

'under heavy responulbility and receive severe punlshment.
| 7. The escort of soldlers and gendarmes are required and are

- .authorized to use their weapons aoainst persons and to kiil who

' «,fsha11 try to attack or to damage Armenians in V1llages, in city

Aquarters, .0r on the roads for the purpone of robbery or other inaury.
8. Those who owe money Lo the Ottoman Bank may deposit its

warchouses goods up to the - amount of"their S indebtedness, Only in

- case the Govcrnment should have need thereof in the futuﬁe are'the

mmlzfary authormtles authorlzed to buy the said goods by'paylng the

prlce therefor, . In the case of debt to other people 1t is permitted

to leave goods in accordance uith this condition, but the Government

nust assertain the genuina character of the debt, and for thes pur~ ‘

- pose the certified books of the merchant form the strongest proof.

Q. Large and small animals uhich it is imposszbéle to carry

along shall be bought 1n the name of the army.

| 10, On. the road the v11ayet, leva, kﬂa& and nahieh OfflClals

shall render possmble assistance to the Armenlans.

| 13/26 June, 1915. /1331



~ Americen Consul Oscar S, Heizer, on Junc 28, to Ambassador

Horguenthau, Constantinople

- h on Saturday, June 26th, ‘the proclamation regarding the depor-
N |

atlon of all Armenians vas posted in the streets.
} \/ o
On Thursday, July lot, all the streets vere guarded by gen~-

darmesﬂwlth ﬂixedvbayonets,,and the work of driving the Armenians/
from their homes'began;‘ | | | y o
; Group of men, women and children with loads and bundles oﬁ‘
“ 'thelr backs vere collected in a short |
page 2, - ‘ o ~ cross street near the Consulate‘
rand when a hundred or so had been gathered they were driven past
: the consulate on the road toward Gumushhané and Erzingan in theei
heat and dust by gendarmes with flxed bayonets. | |
They were held ont31de the city until a group of aboubt 2.000

were collected then sent on toward Gumushhané. Three such gpouupa

" making about 6.000 were sent from Zxmk } :
Sukee here the first threc days end the smaller groups from Trebi- |
zond and the viéinity4aent later amounted to aboub 4.0QO more.

~ The weeping and wailing of the women ahd-childrenfwas moét
Vheartrending. | - |
Some e of these people wvere from wealthy and refind circleg.
Some were accustomed to luxury and case. ‘
There were clergymen, merchants, bankers, 1awyers, mechanics,

"tailors and men from every walk of life. . ,

. The Governor General (Jemal Azmi Bey) told me they vere allowed
to makc arrangements for,carriages but nobody seemed to be makigg

 any arrangements.



‘I'kndw of nne'of wealthy merchant, hoﬁever, whn‘pnid Ltq.ls |
(66¢¢&011ars) for a cariage to take himaélf and wife to Djevizlik
and when he arrived at the station whiire they were belng collectcd
at Deyermendéré, about 10 minutes from the city, they vere commanded

B by the g@ndarmes to 1eave tha carriage wvhich was sent bagk to the

ég city. The wvhole Mohammedan populabion know these people were to be
their prey fron the beginning and they uere treated as criminals.
'Jf*_n In the first place from the date of the proclamation June 25,
no Armenian vas amlowed to sell anything and everybody was forbid— ‘
den undexr penalty (see the text of the proclamation) to buy anything

B from themg

Hou then uere they to provide funds for the aourney? |

ror six or eight montha there has been no business whatever in
Trebizond and peOple have been eatlng up their capital. ‘

uhy then should they have ‘been prohibited from selling rugs or
anything they had to sell to L ‘
page Se o e secure needed money for the journey?

hany persons who had goods which they could have sold if they
hed, been alloued to do 80 were obliged to stert off on foot without'
- funds and with uhat tqye could gather up from thelr homes and carry 
on their backs., ‘ ” ’ ’ .;

.Such persons naturally soon became 80 ueak that they fell beu‘f
hind and were bayoneted and thrown into the river and thelr bodies
floated down past’ Trebizond to the. sea, or else 1odged in the shal--E
low river on rocks where they remained for ten or tuelwe days and
putrefied to the disgust of the travelers who were obliged to pass
that vay. | |



I have ﬁalked with éyéwitneésiwhoFstate there were'many néked
~bodias to be seen on snaga in the river fifteen days after the af- '
fair occured and that the smell was something terribles | .
On the 17th of July wvhile oub horseback riding with the Germangr
iConsul( Dr. Bergfeld ) we came across three Turka digging a grave |
in the sand for a naked body asxkhn»* :
nuakxhxx uhich ve sau in the river near bye.

| The corpse locked as thoggh it had been in the river for ten »
days or more. ‘ :

”he Turks said. they had just buried four more bodies further
up the river, o | B | .
| Another Turk told us that a body had floated down the river |
and oft into the sea a few moments before we arrlved. -

- By July Gth (Thuesday) all the Armenian houses in. Trebizond
about 1000, had been ecmptied of inhabitants and the people sent off;

Nrtpas.

There vas no 1nquiry as to who were guilty or who vere innocent
of any: movement agamnst the government. If a person vas Armenian
that was sufficient reason for being treated as a criminal and de~'
- ported, : “ ,
A fiisé all were to éo‘except the éickvwho were taken to'thelf

municipal hospital until they vere uell-enbugh to go. Later ankex-
‘ception vag nade for old men and women, pregnant uomen, children,
those in governmeht employ and Catholic Armenians. |
~ Finally : , S |
- page 4, it was decided that the old men and wbmén and the Catho-
| lics must o and they were sent al§ng towards the 1a;;:”-¢~#fuﬁm—d

-""-—'\.___...‘-—-——-\\ -
- A number of lighters have been 1qaded with people at different




4
times and sent off towards Samsoun. 1t is generally believed
‘\that such persons were drauned. During the e&rly days before the
deportation commenced a 1arge caique or lighter vas loaded with
men supposed to be members of the Armenlan committee and sent
off towards Samsoun, | |
Two days 1ater a certaln Vartan, a Russian subject and one
_vof those who left in the boat, returned overland to Treblzond B
;-badly wounded about the head ana 50 craszy he coula not make hih—»“'
" pelf understand. All he could say vas "boom, boom“' | _
He vas arrested by the authorities and taken to the hnxx
| Apid:ai:x municipal hospital where he died the following daye
| _ A Turk sald “this boat was met not far from Trebizond by
another boat containing gendarme ‘who proceeded to mx,kill all
the - men and throw them ‘overboard. They thought they had killed
~ them all but this Vartan who was a blg powerful man was only
wounded and svem ashore unnotlced._
A number of such caiques have 1eft Trebizond loaded with
men and usually the caiqucs return empty after/few hours.
| Tots, a vmllag/about tvo hours fronm Ireblaond is inhablted
by Gregorlan and Catholic Armenians, and Turks, Boghos Marimien
a vealthy and influentlal Armenian together vith his two sons,
;accordlng to-a reliablc witness, vere placed one behind the other
3 and shot through. | . |
Portyafive nen and women were taken a'short distance‘from‘
~the village into .a valley. mhe women vexre first outraged by the
e
officers of the gendarmerle and then turned ovexr to the gendarmes

to dlspose of.



Accord;ng to thls witness a.child vas killed by beating its

!

‘braln out on a rock. The men uerc all Lllled and not a single
I

g : et

\'person ourv1ved from this group of 45,

| It is bclleved that Apik Hlssir, ‘the drognan of the French.
Consulate and an: Agent of thﬁ\?aquetijls Co. a8t Treblzond toge-
ther with his. mother and‘relanlons .who were spcndlng the summer
at Totu vere included in the abgve group. Ixe Missir was married

"in Parxs about two yeara ago‘and his wife and sister are nov in
SR L . : ‘\4_
" Russiae - ... - ngf "1 E,‘Qk N

The plan to save the chlldren by placing them in schools or

b R R LA Dm0, Y .k P R 4 T S SRR i e L

‘orphanages in Trebizond under the care of a committee organized |
)Z;EfEGSSSEEea by the Greeh Archbishop of which the Valfi was Pre-»
. sident and the Archbiahop Vice Prcsi&ent vith three Mohammedans
and three Christlan members has been abandoned and +he girls are
now being given excluzively +0 Mohammedan famllles and thus scat-
tered, | | | . '

+ The suppressidn of fﬁe orphanages and the scattering of the
children was a greab disapp01ntment to thls Consulate and ¥k to
the Greek Archbi shop uho had worked hard for the plan and secured
the support of the Vali, bub NallfBey the head of the Co?gfttee

of Unuon and Progress who was opposed to the plan succeeded in

thuarting it very quickly
\ ~ lMany of the boys appear to have been sent to Platana +$0 be

- distri&uted cmong the farmers. The best looking of the older girlé
| who were rotained as corc takers in these orphanages are kept in

houses for the pleasure of members of the gang which scems to

—

-

rule affairs heres



I hear on good authority that a member of the Comm.i

Ungon and Progress here has ten of the handsomest girls ] ii\\“\--

house in. the central part of the city for the use of himsel@
and friends. ,, . _ | _

‘Bome of the small girls have bg;n -taken into res;)ectal?@
lohammedan houses. Several of the former pupils at the American

——

Miscion are now in nohammedan homes near the nission and have

e

been visited by Mrse Crawford but of course the maaority of them
- are not so fortunate. |
The thousand A:menian houses are being enptied of furniture
by the police one after the 6ther. The furniture, bedding and
- everything of value is being stored in large buildings.about the
citye. Thére is no attempt at:ciassification and the idea of kee~
ping the property in "bales under‘the protection of the gévern-
ment to be returned to the owners on their return® is sinply
ridiculonus. |

/\—.—-——M—-——-——-——-—'

The goods are piled in withoﬁt any attempt at labelling or

’systematic storagece. A,crowd of Turkish women and children fbllqw
‘the police about like a lot of vultures and seize snybhing they
can lay their hands on and when the more valuable things are
catried nf out of a house by the police they rush in end bake .

- the balance.

[ I see this performance every day with ny ovn eyeSe
1 suppose it will taeke several weeks to eupty al all the hou- :

ses and then the Armenian shops and stores will be cleared out._'
J The cdmmission which has this matter in hand is now talking
of selling this great collection of huosehold goods and property
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in order to pay the debts of the Armenians. The German Consul

Pﬁ told me that he did not believe the Armenians would be permitﬁgg

———

to return to Trebizond even after the end of the war.

Large herds of cattle wﬁich have no doubt been collected .
in the villages from the A:meﬁians for the army have bcen driven
through Trebizond by soldiers.. | |

- Armenians with Rﬁssiah,f?eﬁSian and Bulgarian passports have
. all been sent avay regerdless of bthe representations made on their
behalf, The Arabiam vho claimed British protéction vere also |
deporteds John Arsbian the drogman of the British Consulate here
- was .sent with vhat he could carr& in his hands.

If the soldiers could not £ind food on the Erzcroum road,
and many axe reported ko neve died of starvation, how could from.
6,000 to 10.000 Armenians vho were looked upcn by the liohammedans
‘as their legitimate prey expcet to sccure food? ‘

’ I have just been talking with a young man who has been per-
forming his military service on the "insheast tabouri# (construc-
_ ‘fiohAregiment)VWOrking on the roads out towerds Gumuéhhané. He
? told me that fiftee# days ago. all the Aimenians, aboub ;993 were

"separated from the zamg other workmen and marched off some dis-

tance from the camp and s h o t. He heard the report of the rif-

xles and mater was one of the numﬁar sent to bury‘thé:bodies whichi
- he stabted were all naked haﬁing'been stripped of clothinge.
' A number of bodies of women and qhildren have lately been
fthrown up by the sea upon the sandy beach below the walls of the .
ttalian Honastery here in Trebizond end were buried by Greek

vomen in the sand where they were found, -



Oscar Se Helzer, the American Consul at Trebiaond as well

as the German Consul Dr. Bergfeld, could report to their respec—
tive Embassles or Governments, in 1915, only the lnformation they
1could g¢et, whlle in 1919, the Turkish Courh Martial, bcarching
,evldence through a gregt number o£ official documents and testi-
monies,'sentcnéed to death Jemal Azmi Bey, Governor General of
_the province of Trebizond and Nail Bey, the Executive Secretary
. of the Union and Progress Party of Young Turks in E powers
The follouing is a quotation from the judgement of the Turklsh
| Cudrt Harital: "Apparently they 1) had supposedly to deport (Arme-
niens), but following secret orders 2), they had, in order to ”
-slaughter and annlhllate the Armenlans, organized gangs composed
[vof a certain category of evil and scoundrel persons and muny‘timesj

' re¢i&ivist criminalsAB) who were sent with the caravans of:Armeniah

: ) __gz_ i.e. Jemal Azmi Bey, Gover?or General of. Trebizond,
~ and Nail Bey, Executive Secretary(iﬁ“@f@ﬁ%m?%ﬁé)of the Union and
Progresso Party of Young Turks 1n‘;;;;;TQ/ IR

' 2) One of the secret orders read as followss "...Transport
then (Armenians) to the provinces of Mosul and Bagdad, and anni-
lhilate then en route or elsevhere", Article 1lst of a proaectrpre-
pared in 1914 | | | - |

3) Hershal Vehip Pasha, the Commander of the Third fttoman |
»Army'on the front of Caucasué, in a report quoted by the Turkish N
Court lartial, chéracterized these criminais as the butchers of

- Ve
men "escaped from rope and impalement” (i pten kazaikt an

X-ao-m 1 _g)

a0 ) e
Iﬁ P4 %‘L-\"L ‘ULQ ﬁw""t‘}‘i{)
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|

2 - | |
'deportées’éccOmpaﬁicd by géndarme who, seemingly o p&

 the caravans of deportatlon, vere the accompllces of those Crie-
»minals, helping them to carry out their business of annihila~ :
tionaes | ' o | o

| '”"After demiberatlons, the Ccurt concluded that, to Jemal
‘and.Nail uill be applied the prOV1sions of the Article 45... '_,
 ngp accordance with the provisions of th&s Article, Jemél
Azni end Neil sare sentenced to death...and their property shall |
-be ueized .u.4) ‘ o '

4) This sentence vas del;vered on’ Iay 22, 1919 by thc Tur-
kiuh Couxrt Iartial and published in the Turkish Offlclal Gazette
\"m..kvm-l Valayi¥, No.3616.

‘_-u_gg;;;:;;;f;;;-Amerlcan Consul could not have this evndence‘
while preparing his reports sent to the “mbassy at Constanti— ‘

nople,
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a Sevkiyat ‘hakkandaki kanun ber—vechi atidary
C anun_ber-veghl &tidar,

T N -

B e e

HMadde 1
Vakti seferde ordu ve kolordu ve firka kumandanlari ve
bunlabln vekilleri ve miistakil mevki kumandanlari ahali tarafin-
dan herhangy bir suretle bﬁamiri hilkiinete ve miidafea-i memlekete
ve muafaza-1 .asayise mﬁteallik icraat ve tertibeta kargi muhale-
fet ve sildhla oskarky tecavﬁz ve mukavemet gﬁfﬁilprse derakap
kuvays askeriye ile giddetli surette tedibat yapmaga ve tecavuz
ve mukavemetl es a51ndan inha etmoﬁe mezun ve necburdur.
' 1 Madde 2
- Ordu ve miistakil kolordu ve farka kumandanlari icabata
askeriyeye mebni éeya casuéluk ve hiﬁayetlerini h;BSettikleri «
kura ve kasabat ahalisini niinferiden veya nictemian difer ma-
hallere sevk ve iskAn etbirebilirler. |
| Madde 3

: I@bu kanun tarihi neﬁrlnden muteberdir.
Isbu_kanun?n nurayat shkamina Bag-—
‘ iladde umandan vekili ve Harbiye Na21r1 memurdur,

xeclisLUmuminin ictimayxnda kanunlyeti tekellif olunmak

lizre igbu lahiha kanuniyenln mevkutan muvahhat murayat ve zamni
=
ve kuvveyin devleti. ilaveuine irade eyledim.
15 Recep 13233, 14 Mayais 1331.
Mehmet Regat ',
Baskunandan vekili ve Harbiye Naziri: Enver,

Sadrazam: Hehmet Sait.

Takvim-1 Vakayi, nunora 2189, 18 Recep 1333, 19 ﬁayls 1331,
| Sali, sghife: 1, columm 1, 2.
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Excerpts from National Archives
Vashington D.C.

867/4016/187 ,
August 7, 1915, liiss lMary L. Graffan from Malatia

to lir. Henr; I-iorguehtau, Constantinople,
P.l +esThe gendarmeé%ould gb ahead and have conversations with
the villagers and then stand back and let them rob and trouble the
people until we all begen to scream, and then they vould come and
drive them away. Yorgans and rugs ~nd all such thingsg disappeared’
by the dozens A | , |
page 2. | and donkeys were sure to be lost, lany had broughtcows,
but from the first day these were carried off one by one until not
& single one remained. It is needless to say that we get accustoned
to being robbed... .
page 3. . eesthe Iiidir (Sherif of the village), a regular scanp
éamé around with gendarmes and begén to collect the men saying that
Ikxvoaxaok Kaimakam wanﬁed to write their names and that they vomld
| be back soon, but the night passed and,only one man came back from
those who were taken, to tell us the story of how every nei was cor-
pelled to give up all his money and were taken to prison., The next
morning they collected the nan who had escaped the night before and
retorted forty five liras (1575 dollars) from our company on the pro-
miae’that they would}give us gendarmes to protect us. One company
| vas supposéd to be frdm one thousand to three thuusand persons. Ours
was perhaps‘two thousand and the greatest numﬂér of gendarnecs womid
be five or siX. In addition to these they seved a red rag on the arm

| of a Kurdish villeger and gave him a gun and he had the right to rob
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‘and bully us all he pleased, vhen we compldined they wouid explaine
that other villagers could sew red rags on their arms and come ad
and do what they pleased, | |
page 4, ' sesABS soon as the men left us the Turkish
Arabajis (coachman) began to rob the women saying "you are all going
}to be thrown in to the Tokma Su (a river), so you mlghtﬁg;vsgll your
things to us and then we willstay by you and try to protectyou",
Every Turkish woman that ve met said the seme thing.

..;TﬁeSe robbing murdering Kurds are certainly the best lookim
nen I have seen in this country. They steal‘your goods but not eve-
rythiﬁg. They do not take your bread or your stick. |
Page 6o o | | | " ees 1 came herc

and went at once to the commandor a captain who they say has made
a fortune out of these exiles. |
page 8. Y ,‘“ «s«The great style having given cromous
bribes in Mezereh for safe conduct to Ourfa. One family had thirty-
two donkey load% of goods. When they arrived here the womeﬁ wvere
put ipto the Khan and the men into prison, some say in the school
'building. Thé nen vere taken from here secretly by the nighf and

_ the woméh vere robbed of thelr money and started on the read.

+86741016/269.

Consul L631Efﬂ£:_2221§4 American Consulate.
- Mamouret-Ul-Aziz (Harpout), June 30, 1915

To Henry Horguentau, American Ambassador, Constantinople.

Prrasn i

page 4. It is quite probable that many of them will be robbed -
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and murdered en route as the roads are now filled with bands of
pillaging Kurds. A

page Se e lioney has been sent here for differenb onﬁes
but no one of them has ever appeared to claim it. (From Erserum

to Harput).

‘page 7s Robbery and. ioggiﬂg were never undertaken in a more

; wholesale manner, Turkish men and Turkish women are entering the
houses of all the Armenians and teking things at almost any price.
As nearly half the population are leaving +they have to take what
they can get. This is rarely more than five or ten per cent of the
vaﬂlue. All the furnlture in a house costing originally one or two
hundred pounds, uill be sold for ten or fifteen pounds. Rugs that
cost five or ten pounds ere sold for & f£ifty or seventy piastres.
The people are glad to get anything at all for thelr merchandise
or effects. The streets are full of hamals (porter) carrying of |
the loot and of rich Turks and Turkish women dressed in their fi-
nest gownS, wvho are making a holiday of the occaalon. The scene |
remlnds one of a lot of hungry vultures hovering over the remains
of those who have fallen by the way. A more disgusting sight than
page 8. vhich is taking place he:e now can scarcely be imagined.

st s

eseeThe Vall said There was no objection to our buying things

from them or having theh leave their money in our care. The Kaimakam
hag interfered in carrying out this purpose.... o

During the last three days crowds of people’ have viszted the
‘Consulate and the American MlSSlon'fpr help of some‘k;nd. Vany
‘have vanted finencial assistance, while others have wanted to

leave things in our carc. They have bronght money, docunents,
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jeweiry, furniture, and many other things. I have taken documents

and some money, while the missionaries have taken much more than 1

have. Some “have left money to be paid in any case to relatives in
Amerlca, but most have 1eft it on condition that if nothing is heard
from them in four or six months it is then to bc gent to their re%s
'1at1ves, |

page 9. B

T have never;seén.a more pathetic or tragic scehe¢‘A11 feel

that they are going to certain death and they certainly have good
reason to'fée1 that vay. Their confidence in the American nissiong-
ries and in the Consulate is touching. Some of thom dbn't even wvant
to count the money they arc leaving, They hand over the-sawings_of“
- a liféétime with the simple request that if they aré'not heard from
after a few months to send thelr noney if possible to their relatives.

S

the Government. liany people will be unable to dispose of their per-

‘)<' ~_ All real state belonging to Armenians will be confiscated by

sonal property and will probably walk out 1éaving their huoses and
stores with all their contents., Those vho have made fortunes will
lose everybhing., Some ﬁill, of course, take;aTmoderate anount of
money with them, but éll, feaﬁ being robbed and & Rex very few will
daretake much money with them. Fbr those who are feeble and have no
moneyrat.all, it (is) a question what will become of theme The Go-
vernment has offered to furnish1donkéys for them, but charges'an
enormous price per day for every donkey. A man who starts out with
only one or two liraé will find after a few daysvthat all his money
is gone and will be absoluteky stranded.

" The effect industriially and commercially of the expulsion of
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the Armenians from this region is going to be'throw-i% hack in
the middle ages. 1t is officially ztated that nimety per cent of
the trade and of the businessicarried\on ﬁhrough the banks is that
of Armeniens. Business of all kin@ will now be destroyed boyohd the
possibility'of‘its being retored. in some‘tradesfthere‘will be no
mechanics or workmen at alls it is difficult to understand hcu those
Turks who have had any taste of
Cpage 10,  civilisation at all will be able %o
bExEmy 1ivé,un1ess exceptions are made and there ddes not seem to
be any indicatién of that. There will be no banks, no Christian
schools, no Ghristian churches.'With one suroke the country is set
back two three hnndred years. The same uill be true of Diarbekir
and of all other parts of this consular dmstrict.
 »ess With the destruction of all business and the départure
of the hissionaries, there will.be no obaect in maitaining a con-

sulate emthcr here or at Dlarbeklr or in any other part of this

I‘Qgion- Ceene

D(867/4016/127
' American Gonsulate, namouret-ul-Aziz (Harput),
June (July 11, 1915.

Consul ILeslie A, Davis to Henry Morguertau, American Ambassador

T

_ . Gongtlantinople;;-
}pagé 2, To watch them (Armenians) one could hardlylﬁelieve‘that'
these people were human belngs. A~ {
page 3. When they left Erzeroum they had money, horses and per-
‘sbnal effects but they had been :obbed of everything, including
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even their clothing. They said some of them had been left absblute-
1y naked and others with only a single garment,. Yhen they reached
a village their gendarmes obtanid clothes for them from some of
the native women. J

- The éystem that is being follovedeens to be to have bands
of Kdrds auaiting them on the road to kill the menfespecially and

e ATV N s

—
incxdenﬁ“lly some of the others. The entire movement seems to be

oy,

the most thoroughly organized and effective massescre this country |

o gt %

has never scen.

“page Se . ‘

— : : , :

No distinction has been made between those who had paid their
military exemption tax and those fho had not;'Their noney was accep-
tedand then they were arrested and sent oif with the others.,

g..During all this time they were without food or vater, All
~their moncy and much of their clothing had been'uaken fromlthem.....
page 104" ' |

 wesslly attention has’ aust been called to the fact that the

. post-office at-Hamouret—ulaAziz has refused to pay mongy to the |
‘Americans that has been sent them from Erzeroum and Erzinjan for
the exiles who have come here. It is probable that the Government ’
wvill confiscate this noncye I do not know whethcr the Embassy uould
care to take any measures about this or not. The money is addressed

to the Amerlcans, but it is intended for the Armenian exiles,

Consul Leslie A, Davis to Henry Ho?guentauﬂw, Earyut
| July 24, 1915, | ‘

e —————r——— ey,
L i
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rage le  ssesAny doubt that may have been expressed in p
/“\

\

reports as to the Government's intention in sending awvay tﬁé‘nrmcnxun..
W‘{mm

“have been removed and any hope that may have been exPéressed as to .
V\the possibility of some then khnm surviving has been des troyed.

' 1t has been no secret that thc plan was to deshroy the Armenlan

V s e A SB35 TR AR g R T R T L 018 g o AN 22w i 5 s s AT

race as a race, but uhe meuhod used have been nore cold-blooded and

T s oS- L

‘ \\barbarous, if not more effective, than I had at first supposed.

inaiea st S

1t was apparent that very few would ever survive the journey
from her to Ourfa or to any other z place at this season of the year.
}As a ghtter of fact, it has been quite unnecessary to con31der the
-~ difficulties of such a journey. It seems to be fully es tablished
nou that practically all who have been sent away Irom here have been

del1berate1y shot or otherwise killed within one or two days after

PR oo

thelr departure., This i=mx work has not at all been done by bands
of Kurds but has for the most part been that of the gendarmes 1)

i o

Hj who uccompanled the people from here or of companies of armed "tche--
§ T Negat
k‘

tes" (convicts) vho have been released from prisons for the purpose‘

of murdering the Armenisn exiles. o

9
.:’,j‘_gif:—’-

seseel do not believe there has been 'a massacre in the hlutory

i CET

of the world so general and thorough as that which is nov being

st

Wi, LA T TR

perpetrated in this region or that a more fiendish, rlabollcal
‘\__________m \_______/-\
scheme has ever been conceived by ‘the mind of man. » -

l. They were not gendarmes, but condemned criminals, released from
| prasons by order of the,Ministry of the Ihteridr ahd the MiniStry‘of
the Justice, and disguised especially in gendarme.uniform to kill and
plunder the Armenian deportees, ' |



That the order is officially and nominally to emile the Arme—
nifns from these Vilayets nay mislgﬁ& the outside world for a time,
b%t thé‘measure is nothing'but a nassacre of the_most.atrocious
nature. 1t would be that cven if all the people had been allowed
ELULCs & ‘ :

to perish on the road. As the grester pait of them, however, have

" been actuadly murdered and as there is no doubt that this was done

| Sy order of the Government, there cen be no pretence that the mea-

arr——

suxe is anything else but a geeneral massacres
page 3. | |

. Orders were given-that all arms of everykind must be surren-
dered to the aubhorities. People were tortured until they confessed
that they had a guh or‘rQVOlver'or'something when they actually
had none at all, Then they ¢§ould pay some Turk ﬁ>fabulous price
for some Ekimg kind oﬁ/ﬁeapon which they might surrender to the
police. Liberal'prqmises were nmade that if everybody would'surrender
their weapons there would be no further troubl. |

page Se -
-

Then,practically all the Armenian nmen had been gotten out
- of the way and every weapoa surrendered or found by the police, it
.was ammopfunced that‘all‘Armenians nust be deported. Effective re-
gistance to such an order wvas impossible. The vhole schene was
planned so cleverly that the police and gendarmes were able\tb
carry out with no risk at all to themselves;... ;
AnJincident that has proved the fate of those who have left
is t@e death of the bishop or Aréhbishop. I b?lieve,lmsgr. Israelian,

—

x 'of the local Armenian Catﬁolic Churchs.seduly li4these Thagxxamgihaxk

Theixr wagons were turned and came back for about hulf an hourssss
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page 6-7 The shooting and killing of pgople a few hours after
their departure from here is barbarous and shown that thé real
intention of the Government is not to exiye them but to kill then.
page 8. '

...The wvhole country is one vast charnel house, or, more
semm——

' correctly speaklng, gEEE§EEEEEEE§g”

esel/hen one sees men and women seventy and even eighty years

0ld, lame, blind and eick, innocent women and children and helpless
babies sent away to be killed or die and actually sees them dead

and dying all around, it is impossible to corceive of any justi-

fication that can be urged for a measure So severe.

Yet the local authorities are now trying to find some way of
e e S
Justifying what they have done. The Chief of Police called on me

~on July 16th and requested me to write the Eobassy about the shoo- |

- ting of two or three gondarmea‘ih a neighboring village by some ‘
ArmenianSessee o | |

A 867/4016/225,

“ﬂ_\N—N~_—‘———_bonsul JeGoe Jackson, Aleppo, Syria, to Secretary of

1

utate, on October. 16, 1915, On the first June 3000 people, mostlyf
uomen, girls, and children, left Harpoot, accompanied by 70 police-~men and /
4 A certain Turk of influence, name Faike Bey. The next day
they arrived at Hankeuy, safely. Heﬁe Faike Bey took 400 1ivres
(14.000 dollars) from the people, in order to keep it safely, till
_,; they arrlve at nalatia and pronised to accompany them, for their
protection up to Ourfa, but that same day he ran away withvall the
money..... ‘ i ,
?lr The 9th day they came to Izoli where the horses, hired and
i W fm—‘!

- ehtirely paid for the journey up to Malatla, were taken and sent
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back. So they had again to hire ox-carts to cadry them to lalatia.
Here nmany left without any beast of burden, only & few”being able
to buy donkeys and mules uhlch also in turns were stolen. see’

The 13th day the caravan was in Malatia, pgg_ggg_ggg_gggglyfor :
- they returned to the vallage of Chutlug (Chiftllg), two g hours .
from Malatia, Here the policemen deserted then altogether, after
‘tolling fkem from them: 200 liras (7. OOO dollars), for the protection
they had given them, that far. .ve
| . On the 15th day..‘another caravan of exiles, only 300 of which

were men, from uivae, Egin, Tokat joined thmmdfrmm that from Harpoot,
Tthuo maklng a bigger caravan, 18.000, all counted..ss

On the 40th day the caravan sav the river nourad, 8 brench of
thg}ﬁuphrates, Here were seen the»bodles of more than 200 men, floa—%
tiné in the river,'and traces of blood‘end‘biood stained fezes (hat)
eclothlngs and stockings on the banks. - | '

The chief of the‘v111age; near by, tolled one lira from each
_man, as a ransom for not being thrown into the river.

On the 52nd day they arrived at another village, here the Rurds
took from them every th;ng they had, even their shirfs and dravers
and for five days the whole caravan wvalked all paked under the scor-
ching sun, For another Live days they -did not have a morsel of bread,~
neither a drop of ueter. They uere scorched to death by thiret. Hun-
dreds over hundreds fell dead on the uay, their tongues wvere ‘tuend
.:to oharcolal and vhen at the end, of the flfth day they reached a
| fountain, the whole caravan, neﬁarally, ruehed to it, but the PO~
licemen etood in front of them and forbade them to take even a Ruxp

droP of water, for they uanted to sell the water, from one to three
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liras the cup (35 to 165 dollars the cup), and sonmctimes even\¥\f/////
gilving the vater, after getting the moneyeeese
They had found some uays to keep thc 1little money they had.,
Scme kept it in thelr hair, some in their mouths and some in their
wombs‘ And when thc robbers attacked them, some were clever enough
to search for money in thnee secﬂet places and that in a very beastly
- manner, of course.-...

 On the 70th day, when they reached Haleb (Aleppo), 35 vomen

and children wvere = remalnlng from the 3000 exiles of Harpoot, 150 {

wonen and children from the whole caravan of 18.000.
_ e
{ 867/4016/269 Na Ae |
Conul Iefslie A. Davis, Mamouret-ul-Aziz, on December 30, 1915,

to Henty Morguenthau, Anerican Ambausador at COnutantlnople-
i S |
page 2, ' - .
~

Ro one knows nhgtupether the few who have escaped thus far

( will be epared in the end or vhebthepr those who are perpetrating
this crime, the most aufnl,_probably, that has ever been committed

g# against any race of'people, will cohtinue until the last Armenian
in the country has been killed, = ‘ |

«ssd few did succeed in comlng back wmphout having been given |
permission by the authorlties. The way in ugnph they did it wes

j by paylng Kurds large sums of money, often fifty or hundred Turklsh
liras, to:bring‘them_here at nighteso. '

~ page 3. |
s

‘ One’ of the nost rcmarkable incidents in the terrible

' tragedy that is being enacted has been the sale by the Govornment

" at public auction.of great quantities of second—hand clothing that
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,'them but épparently all those from the villageskwere‘méssacred.

Mw—
page '7-; "

ey e

T i

: Vila,yet in r',ﬂy last repor‘b, xmn;m

upon this subjecﬁ (that of September 7th) has been fully austifled

-by uhat I have learned and. actually seen sin e that tlme. It appears
' 'that all +thdse in the. parties 54 mentloned on page 15 of that report,

w

- men, women and chlldren, uere massacred about five hours dlstance fro

s TR AP
-v & o e TP RS

hcre. e 'c: ’ , ‘ :
| It is someuhat difflcult to understand the plan by which' people
_wvere brought all the way here from Treblzond, Ordou, Kharassou (Kera-

sunde), Zara, Erzeroun ana Brzmnaan, only to be butchereﬁ in ﬁhlo

e T e R

vilayet. During the . sccond week of September severai hundred Arme-

i R e ANt s SR s,

nians who had taken grain to Mush for the Government returned here

with thelr-ox~carts.,mearly all of them were then put in prison
énd a few days later were sent out‘and killed. 

. - Ty
gage 8 P

wesh strlking feature of the present situation in this vici-

st

nity 1s the large numbexr of immlgrants ‘who have arrived from the
dlrectlon of Van, ush and Bitlis. Many of the Armenlanﬁ v111ages
that were entirely depopulated durlng the summer are now filled
uit&theSe’ﬁoulem immigrants. it is thﬁhght by some that one reason 1
for'destroying the Armenians was to hake room for them. At any rate,

\there seen to be enough of them to fill the y'vacant places. As
they appear to be a very poor class of pe0ple, it remains to be
geen what the effect will be}mndustrlally of this change in the

population of this region.
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. of nearlypa hundred thousand Armenisns who were in this Vila=

| yet.aﬁnlyear ago, there arevprobabiy'not more than four thousand
left, - o | '.} o |

| | 8o7X00/803%. -

American Consulate, Port Jefforuon, New York,
Tooon Tomsn e, 22

October 19, 1917,
_ STuEEs Sy Iy
Gonuul LBSllB A. Dav1s to the Secretary of otatez

page 4.

«ssEconomic . conditions in Turkey, and especially in the

'7 interzor of Asia Hinor, are decldedly bad. The principal ,

| page 5 ‘ | ; L | industry
‘there is agricultire and as much‘it had‘formerly‘peen carried on
by Armeniaqs,‘nearly all of whbm weié killed or depbrted, including.
even the women who did much of the work in the fields, there ﬁ_wére
few persons left fo cultivate the lands. Then, as most of the Mos-
lem men were taken for military service, that left the country with
hardly any farming population. | |

| The result is that most of the lands are abandoned and the
agricultural products are wholly 1nsu£ficient for the needs of the
peoples The supply of wheat in the sprlng of thls year vas so limited
thet oftentlmes no flour or bread could be found in the market and
the masses of +the population, both lohammedan and Chrlstian, were
~lite;:ally starv1ng. Barley was likewise almost unobtalnable. Leat

" was so:scarce that none exCepﬁ the hixgh officials and = the very

- rich could have it at all aﬁd$ﬁuch of the time they could £ind none.

i%\ Trade and commerce of every kingd has been at stanstill, of

5 | _ . Co , 7
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'course, smnce the beglnning of ‘the var. Nearly all the merchants

and business men in the Harput consular district were Armenlans.

Hore than nlnety per cbnt of the deposits in the banku 1n Haxput ‘
were those of Armcnians. 1t naturally follous that in exterminatlng

the“nrmenians the Turks prgctically destroyed‘all\the business,of

z'the’countryq and, as they are not business men themselves, there

1» not much opportunity for. 1t to be revived in the near future.

Uhat is tTue of the Harput conuular district is probab&y true :

to a 1ar extend in nany other parts of Turkey....

‘,867.4016/807, Ne A. an& Treatment..b pp 271-2?7

o S s

v v...The Gendarme Comnissary Huosein Brfendi and ‘the other

; Turks“with him beat us and’ forced us undervthreat of death to glve

then all our money and ornaments. They said that, if we did not
give them up, they would viblate'usrand‘exile us to different pla-
ces, we were afraid;*and gave“them everything ve had. Then they

'i'gave us back from five plastres (10 d.) to one mejidia (3 8o 2 d.)">

each, at the ‘same time statlng that our money and everythlng else

would be returned to us at Diarbekir, and that they had only taken

our jewelry and money for safehy. o ' A
‘The nineth day, thay took us to the top of a mountain, and

-same Effendi and the other gendarmes uearched us all over in a

shamefui mannexs; they took all-stuffs and everything else of value ?'

in our clothes and bedding;lﬁélf-anohour later we reachcd a Kurdishf

v1llage. Theree s _ ] | ' | ' . _
(Hear Diarbekir) the gendarmes that vere with us tokk avay

all our cows and cattles..



-
867/4016/148_

- Consul J.B. Jackson, Alcppo, Syrla, to Henry horguenthau, |
Ambasqador, Conutantinople, August 19, 1915.

page le . T
N ———— A o,
The Armenian community of Aintab is the uealthiest of the kind
P

in this part of the Bmpire, offering a splendid opportunmty for pil-

- loges Their houaehold belongings were left behind to be taken by the

first plunderer to arrive. lMost of the mefchants of the city being

- Arnmenians, their stocks are likewise disappearing. It is a gigantic.

" plundering scheme as well as a final blow bo extinguish the race, this

>3
L0 f VPRSI S S .

notwithstanding the

‘page 2. - existence of a Commission appoznted by the Govern-

et — T T

Biiianee SOt *\-—-m—\.-_..-..__m

ment to safeguard the interests of the Armenians., '05 T

On the 17th instant an order arrived from the Hinister of the

e AT e

T kA 6 e S 9 N st i

Interior to permit the Armenlan Protestants to remain vhere thcy uere,

e S APt

but on the 18 another order cane. that all Armenisns ulthout distlnc— '

4 tion should be deported.

867/4016/227 . o _ . o B
"""‘“‘"ﬁm—-

Lonoular Agent Charles E, Allen, Andrlanople, October

. 125, 1915, to American Consul General, Constantlnople.

_..--.page 2eesesthe requisitloning of every thing requ151tlonable,

,i regardless of its suitability for the munltionlng of the army, again

took its principal toll from the non-nusulman pOpulatlon... &ﬂ thls

lazt lavw (Provaoional Lav of Abandoned Goods) anticipates the remo-—

~ ving of these stricken people frcmithe nothing-which they now'possessL

and the sending of them to wanderfin ome strange country, without

beatien/
money, without food, without anythlng, the old men and boy and the

women and girls violated by the Gendarmeric.
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page 3.

i

i am 1n a poaitlcn to state that this pillaging has extended
3 to the GreeL populatlon throu hcut the border distrmct and that many
of thcm have been drxven fron thelr homes and musulman* installed

in their‘placcu.

1;867/4016/95
 Committee of Dashnaktzoutioun . Sectlon of Balkans,

- _—\_..__.,.-«'
SOfl&, x5 June 1915, to Henry horguenthau, Amcrmcan Ambassador.
page 2. ‘ ' ' '

Ue dc not speak here of the horrible exactions, violent
"acts, arbitrary arrcsts and brutal rapes which have been commmttedc
in the villages of the vilayets of Erzeroum, Butlis, Sivas, Vﬁn, v
| Diarbcklr, Cilicia, and the dctalls of which have been officially |
communicated ‘to the Sublime Porte as well as to the Germen Embassy‘
’at,Constantinople. | ) |

;‘page 3

.

' Armenian conscripts nake their milltary service not as sol-
diers but as simple workmen, for the ccnstruction of.rcads, for all

’“sorts of §§§Z§§§x, and. especially in the v11ayets of Armenia, as

dray anlmala. Men and women are ccmpellcd to transport or their

'back militarJ materlals as far as the frontler, havmng thus to make

| a trlp of 10 to 12 days, and those who bave the good fortunc of cver
returning safe and sound are énly 20/25%« o»e

- To deliver'thcmsclves from these tornmento, the peasan@is

are obllged to sell the only cow they pos sess, and often thejir

food, and uith the mcney thua rocelved they buy arns from their
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Circaésian~neiphbouré and deliver them to the deérnment. They pro-
test in vain against the Government giving ‘the nanmes of thi Circas—
sians from whom they bought their armsa
page 7» o |

In our province there are 3. OOO policemen who axe ruffians

‘rather than agents of public safety, The Armenisans’ have undergone
«,durlng thi{lncldents of Timar 1osses.ri31ng to Iitqe 10,000,

)

page Be | o
‘_—_—___Eiejperqﬁisitions go on with an unhegrd df bfutalityQ lore
than 900 lMouhadjirs (Moslem refugeéé/‘have been sent to Zeitoun to
take the'place'bf the deported Armenians., |
Sofia, June 15, 1915. ‘ ‘

page 24 : v
, The Government....has began again its perqulsitions and
D< its brutal pers eCLtﬂons. Houses in all the Armcnian villages have

been made to be burned.

Sofia, June 29, 1015,

grase————_ }

page l.
The vilages that have been‘abandoned'have either been pil-
laged or occupied by Turkish immigrantsguho are free to coznit all

sorts of brutalltles. While en route, these unfortunate men who
have been driven out of their homes, axe once more robbed of all

thats they have on them by the bands organiaed by the Unuon and

'Progres». ,
page 2. | | | S
}ﬁb ~ The villages that have been evacuated are pillaged by ordex

»f the military commanders
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rage 3. 160 merchants arec alreédy en roube with their families.

The government has confisated their goods en account of debts,

?f%f,é:»(Signed E. Briquet;) No 5 despatch No 370.

As soon as the Armenian refugees left their houses, mouhadjirs
vmanam——

- (Mosglen refugees) from Thrace (ﬂefugees) took possessmon of then.

The former had been forbidden to take anything with them, and they

fi'themselves sav all their goods pass in thelr hands. There must be

iabout 20-25,000 Turks 1n Zeitoun nou,....

- Bofia, July 7y 1215a Balkan_Section»to Ambassador H“Morguonthau:
page e |

Erzinjan, liay 25th. (Extract from an official).‘ﬁhe Governnent

has taken from the Armenians, under the pnetext of requis itions,

e — -Mww

tep times more than what it has taken from Turks. 1t has seized

all it could find in our. stores, even things had nothing to do with
tha4needs of the Army. After having emptiéd the sﬁo:es.and the safes,
they starbted toisearch'the’huoses in mosﬁ revolting coﬁditions.'mhey'
have even searched the personal effects of women to look fob'bbmb$', 

and arms. These seamches were always folloeed by arrests and tortures.

pages 3-4, o ; :
' At Hetni (village), Suleyman.Effendi,~Captain of gendarmerie,

‘ acéompanied by 20 gendarmes, has acked the villagers to pay him in-

mediately 100 pounds Turkish. After having settled that affair, he

has ordered to serve him chicken, 2-3 sheep, liquor as well as music

'band...Thls is a village that annually contributed more than 2,000 ,3‘

pounds (70.000 dollars) as taxes to the TreasuUrYes e

. The same atrocities have been committed in all other Armenian
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villages. At'Meghouadjik;lthe same Suleyman,‘with the help of 40
gendarmes and the cruel sub=-governor Adil'Bey,vafter having exacted

a sum of 2 hundrod pounds and some arms, has forced ﬁhe peasand@s

to buy arms from their Turkish nelghbours and give them to him as
.khxngx though they belonged to them..- | | |
At Ergan, they have not only exacted an 1mportant sun of money,

but have taken watches, ear-rlngs, rlnga etc. belonglnb to the women,
f\867/4016/109 : . \ , o
‘ Tr@bizond, American Consul Oscar S.- Heizer, to Henry horguenthau,
July 7, 1915, |
page 2+ Dr. and lrs Crawford received about 300 chlldren into
DECT o

their school from parents who vere being sent a uay. Some of thcs
children: vere very small and there vere a few babies. A :
| ~In some cases the parents 1eft noney or gewelry to cover %he
expenses of the childryden, or for‘safe keeping.'Qf ¢§urse this was
‘all contrary to the’proclamatién mr vhich had been posted by the
"government. . - ) .
' The Governor General (Azoi Bey) sent words to Dre Crawfpfd‘
that he would be required to give up the Childrén as the authbritiesv
wene prépared tb téke care of them but neverthlesé ieft the chil- |
dren a few days until arrangements could be made for them then sent
and took them all avaye. The authorities also called upon to turn o
over all money and artlcles of any kind dep051ted by Armenians in

| onﬁravention to the proclamatlon.

DL\867/4016/210, Consul Oscar S. Heizer to Ambassador liorguenthau,
25 uept.A 1915@. The Public Debt Inspector Iire Beylikdjian, uas‘

arrcsted on August 13, 1915. He secured & vesika (safe-conduct)
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from thi Vali Jemal Azui Bey, paid Ltq. 100 (3,500 dollars) in ad-
vance for a motorboat to ConStantinople; He, nis wive and son of

”12 years‘of‘age,_were killed and thrown into the sea.

186774016/159

" October 4, 1915, Uorguenthau to Secretary of State:

'} Several hundred thousand Armenians have already been destroyed or
gso'placea that their destructlon is inevitable. Armenian quarters _
of touns and villages where they lived have been entirely evacuated.
luch of thc Armenzan propexty has been absorbed by officials or their
EX( Turkish neighbors and the Government sequestringng the remainder.

The 1naustlce, grief, poverty, starvation, resulting therefrom aré
terrible. ' :
The greatest wealth of the Armenians is centered in Constan-

atinople and I fear that it is but a Cuestion of time when the cupi-

{dity of some of the Turkish leaders and the desire of others to

R complete ﬁggé? nefarzous scheme of“practically desbroying Armenians

! in Turkey will to treat Gonstantlncple Armenlans as they have the
g others.... , .
I shell not relax my efforts to help to avoid this calamity
always ‘rexembering to do nothlng that will Jeopardlze Amexrican

niterests which until- now have bcen safeguarded,

&7/4016/259.

American Consular Service in Samuoun* Turkey, Decemeb%r 4,1915,

to Ambassador H lorguenthau. (Text in French)
| Several Armenians dépositéd with me, before their aepérture

money’and Jeuelry;etc.»énd:I receiveﬂ‘from time'tb time requests
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by telegraph for money frbm_the deported or their families from
Hama, Kangal, ctcs '

Thc Turkw Inow of courae nothn.nb of these dCPO’lto, but they
rar be it from me to 1nter@ere in the internal affairs of T ur-'

key, but in these clrcumutances- based simply upon robbery and ag-

~ sassination~ one mu~t save vha#tever can be suved.;
\—M

867/4016/106...

e i

, Amerlcan teacher at College of Larsovan, July 1915, to Ambassador

——

,H horguenthaugv

rage l. o , e ‘
7 In many cases the laut bomk bit of money was givcn to £it out

the dapartlng goldier leaving the @amily in a pltifully destitutev,.

‘condltlonﬁ. A nunmber of Armenlans vere qulte well off and paild their ,

' military eﬁemption fee. much larger number=escaped 1n one vway and

another so there uere more Armenians than Turks left in the city
‘after the soldlera had gone, This made the government uusplcious
and fearfuleee.
page 2§ | |
On Saturday Junc 26th,at about 1 AellesssATHENLiAN [CN..stETE

imprmsoned.._sent on foot, and many were robbedvqf shoes and other
articles of, clothang. Some vere in chains,.es

. ”hrough the intervention of a Turk, the Collcge was able to free
chose £ itu teachers already taken, and obta;n a stay of proceedings
| agalnst all of its taachcrp and employeeu, by the paymcnt of the sum -
of Qwo hundred and Seventysfive Turkish Iiras,

Later thls same Turk said that he bcllevea that he could obtain
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the permanent eyempt¢on of +the enﬁlre College group by the payment

of thx o further sum of Three Hundred Liras, The money was promised

but efter some negosiations which showed that no definite assurance

of exnmptionqwoula be £orth¢6mihg, the matter was droppcleses
Pa{‘{e Se. ‘ B
" On the 3@ =mt or 4%h of July the order was iscued that the

g

women and children snoud be reaﬁy to 1eave on the Pollowing Wednes— ‘

daye Thc people were 1nformea that one ox~cart was to be provzded

"by tho Governnent for each house; and that they could carry only

one day¥s food bupnly, a few plaztres, and a small bundle of clo-
—

thing. Thy people mada preparatlon for caryxng out: thcsc orders by

c'ellenp whatever bomehodsmbxies
possessmon they could in the streets. Articles vere sold at 1ees
than 10% of theilr usual valuee and Turks from the neighborung v1l—
1ages filled the atreets, hunting for bargain. in some cases these .
Turks took articles by force, but the Governvent pursued all casea i?
when detected. |
page 4. . ‘ o .
~ They wished (Armcnlan vomcn) the College to acccpt the gift
of th@se household artlcles "lest these too houla fall into the

" hands of our oppressors" » uome aeuels were token on deposmt by the;‘

Collcgey but most articleu vere refused, In many cases the ovners
’51mp1y dropped then at various places on the 6011ege premlses. Hany'
bundles of clothing an& other artlcles were thrown over the ualls
into the College Gomnound.
known/ -
Yhen it beccmc/that the College vas buyxng sone artlcles hun—‘
 areds\of Armcnlanuycame.wlth goodu for sale. This aroused ongry

feélings anong some-of the Turks, who felt thab thus a greab deal
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-of the booty was sllpplng through their flngers. Other Turks said

Wil ny What's the dlffercnce. Wetdl get the College next.“Followng !
h thio, the GovernJCnh sonc up an ordex that we must gtop recelv1ng

such arbicleu, whereupon The gates were % closed.

pPs 5-6 _ | |
- 1t wa§ fearéd thatfthe.woﬁen and children were taken some
disﬁancevirom the city, andileft to the mércy of these‘men (crimi-
nals reledﬁed from prisoh).'ﬂowever that may be,"there are provable
>ca ses - of kldnappzng of attractive young girls by tne Turkish offi-
cials of Hargovan. One toslenm reported that a gendarae had offered
“to sell hin tvo girls for a medjidich (7 dollaru).
page 7

, Tho e who do survive the hardships. OL the exile vill bo abso~

- lute paupers, as uhey vere obllned to leave them all of thelr pos-
sessions. At least a dozen of these men were the owners of proper-
ties at over Tuenty~five Thousand Turkish Liras (875.000 dollars).
/Dr.lwhite's lotter/. l

-\ 867/1016/292.  page 2.

- Dre J«Ke larden, from Anecrican Board of lissions

Our situation is in 1arsovan in the province of ulVas sbout
‘slxty miles north of amsoun. The Amcriacan Board of Toreign lMis
siong has a college and a girls' school and a hospztal valued at

- some Dollars 250.000. The collegé'had 4000 boys and the girls!

+/_school 250 girls and the nospital averaged sbout 7O,to‘§9Mpatients§
vage 4. '

D i 2 T e
Ir——

21' In the town of Marsovan, from 13.000 Armenians, over 11,500,

vere deported and about 1.500 accepted liahommedanism as an alterna-

R HIOIE

D -

!
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Or the 10th of lay, 1916, our compound was surrounded by gen— .

darmes and the Governor and his staff came up. and 1nformed us that

;the property was to be requisitioned and that the Armenlans vere

immediately to leave, the excuse being that an order had come from
the general commanding thi\flrst arny corps to this effecteces

lMany buildings were immediately sealed; the safe was taken over,
but as a special courtesy and in view of the fact that we‘had chil— |
dren in our circle and that it was necessary to prepare for such a
long journey overland, we fere alloued mnxning to weit until next
dey in our housecs,. The following morning officials went up to hake

an inventory of our possess sions, but 1t vas done in very hasty manner,

and was very 1ncomplete.... ‘ ‘

- OQur houses were left open and
page 5. | - we were compelled to deliver the’

keys to the Kommandant...The hospital was taken over by the military ‘

- doctors and they said the wvhole compound was to be used for hospital %

PJ

PUTrDOSCSasss

“After 8 days of travel, our American group reached Constantino-
ple. Our Chargé d'Affaives, Mr. Philip, telegraphed o the State Do |
partment, giving not only the facts with reference to Marsovan, but |
Sivas snd Caesaren, which missions had received quite similer treat-
mentese
page 6.

According to the best information we could get in Constantlnople

{
600.000 or 800.000 Armenians have becen deported from their homes and

&

;.‘

have died eithexr directly or indirectly from this deportation,
Their property has been taken over by the Government, but has
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rbeén so}plundqred by‘gendarmes and local officials that 1itt1evre—
mains afﬁer the'claihé brought against these people by the Hohamme-

| dans. ‘The Governor and the Gendarme-Kommandowi of Marcevan made some
£§§§§ﬁ§78.ooo or 10.000 (350.000 dollers) a piece from the bribes
they received from the Armenians who vere obliged}to give this amount

to be saved from the deportation and become lahommedens.

The Governor (Luammer»Bey) of the province came to our region

a few days before the deportation and to/group of hahommedans he said:
_____—-//

| "You have no hesitation about killing a chicken; can you have any

\ hesltation about killlng these people, - the enemies of your coun-
——/__W

try. They do not desexrve the cons:deratlon that a chicken does"

867/4016/220

A W—ﬂn_——EE;;;I;r Agent Us Peter/gﬁ iggggggéor H horguenthau;
August 26,,1915. o |

" page e I told them...that tvo familles at least have to re-
main to survéy the whole since more than ILitqe. 75.000 are invested
’in those institutions.

" Referring to nmy telegram of. the 12th instant, 1 beg to report
that Enver Pasha telegraphed the same thing to Enin Bey in Merzifoun
(this is strictly confidential) asking him to follou the matter and

- to give him information immediately. “Emin Bey got information from

the College and took

page L  from three Armenians who were still there, and who
ho# given their share to the Ltq. 275, the following m receipts:
‘yihran Daderien Itqe 15 |
Boghos Piranian 5

Missak Ispirisn 5
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. The other Armenlans uho had given money, nanely Prof. Mannisad-
jiah, Profse, Dahlian, Hlsarlian, Hagoplan, Iifs Mirakian, hetchoyan,
Nerso, Gurckian, were no longer there and had all been sent to the
Interior, J - | |
Emin Bey tobk receipts ;rpm other‘persons and telegraphed accor-
dihgly.to Constantinople, As Iim.the Itq, 275 were paid sy the Armé-:
-nians I‘telegrabhed o ask you to wait for ny letter of this day, be~
. ‘cause in oy report of the 12th instant 1 hed vritten that the Ameri?

cans had aﬁvanced that money, and that was a mlstake.

§K867/4016/252-
' Report of'hiss rrancxs Ce Gage, coverlng August 10 to

September 6,1915, from the Young homen‘s Christian Association, on
the situation of the Armenians in the interior of Asia Minor,
page 5e © . : D |

D( sssbut they have been robbed ag the others and are full of

" uncerbtain fear of vhat may be coming to then bas brought them so
‘littles eees | | o |

D( They take all money and ueapons (even razors) from them for .
the same reason.
“hage 6o _

...ue 1earned...that they, (our people) had been ueparated from
their wives at zille a few,days before and that the women had been
robbed on this mountain only 40 hours before, |

| . Ue reached Yeni~Khen sbout nine thab morning - only the second
morning from Amasia. \fent immediately into the tdfﬁ for nevws though ﬁ
ve were'apparently oﬁly interested;in the»famous‘rug-industry o£ the

place. Vhile T vas discussing this interisting industry with a man,
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a woman told lMiss Villard to hasty to the E& deserted factory,
that .our girls were there and in danger. hy man had’ already pr0poued

. to take us there. e found no rugs and no girls. The former had been

' confiscated by the govcrnment and the 1atter had gone only two hours

before toward Sivas, five hours avay. A frlcnd turned up in the

strget:who told us the g;rls had had a hard time,here‘and that

pasé:7. = ve better go directly to the Kaima—Kam,_"
Page Oe¢ . ) P = . ,
Bribe taklng has been enormous in some places notably in Mar-

‘sovan, meny have paid 2.000 1iras (70.000 dollars) to save their

lives and then been sent on 0X110 practlcally uithout a parsa (cent).

‘Report of difficultles in Armenia'

pagez. When Turkey entered this |
war the Armenmans were conscrlbed with the Turks but a large number
of the pe0ple had money vith which to pay the 200,00 dollars which
would exempt them from soldier service/ in Harsovan, From the 5,000

soldiers which were sent avay, 4.000 were Turks and 1,000 Armenlans,»

B et + e ok T

whileitﬁévﬁopulation of Turks and Armenians in that place is about
even. .1t meant of course that many more Armeniang ndn were left

in the place than Turks. The Turks claimed that this was a menace

: vto the uafety of the city and also of the country.

They began,....to oppress the Armenians by requisitioning from

{ them large quantities of cloth for clothing the Army and of food.

Their stores were p:acticdlly enptied of evérything that could

 be used by the Army; nbrses, Vagons, donkeys were all taken, and

no money was paid{ a promisory paper was given, but no one valued

it.
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pagé ) 3. . Vhat was’goiﬁéxonfin larsovan was.beingvduplicated~
in all other cities.-, |
page 3. | | |
" Ox=-carts werc provided and in some cases wagons, by-the Go-_
vernment, but the people had to pay the carriag hire, if not they
had ‘to walk, some people could get donkeys but of course the poor
vent.on foot. It was difficult to get wagons and carts and 80 the
people were not all sent out at once. The Government llsted the -
hauses of those who were to go in each company and gave them notice
2 or 3. deys beforehande eeee \ |
' The Government soon ssid théy'must clear the promises, sdme
of the professors were arrested and imprisoned biit by money arrange-
ment with the Govnrnment, the natlve friends were able to seccure
for then their release. It was soon learned that the ‘Armenian peoplei
in the town were beglnning to offer 1arge suns of money for their
_protection and permission to remain, These offers were accepted ’
The women gave their jewels to the wives of the Gonernment officers s
- and obtained promises that they should not be
page 8, : : - ‘ sent avay, although in
" every case they were obliged to beconme Turks.

)( 867/4016/173-—4. | -
~ German memorandum To Ottoman Government, August 9. 1915;

By its memorandum of the fourth of July the German Enmbassy
has had the honor to notify to the Sublime Porte the point of view
of the German Govennment on the sﬂbject of the expatriation of the
'Armenlan 1nhabitants of the Anatollan provinces, and to call its
‘attention on the fact that this measure had been accompained in
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rany places by acts of violence such as massacres and plunders

~which could not be augtufied by the aim that the Imperial Government

was pursuing.

V\iﬁzuL_lﬁzziﬁxﬁi;_. | | |

‘ Cablegram of Droschak. Organe Daschnaktsoutioun, Yay 7, 1915,

to Toreign Department, washlngton, D.Ca
Yews from authentic source in Armenia very alarmlng Turkish

;deernment and lMoslen people unjustly hold Armenians responsible
for the disastrous war, Barbarous fanaticism has broken loose, the
rabble Kurds, brigands and Tufkishvrégulars carry on work of plun-‘
‘ging the whole of Armenia in to'deéolatioﬁ and mouming forced
~requisitions, murder, rape, systematic plunders spread terror,

- .destructions, despair everyuhere..,.(mhe original is in French)c

§\867/4016/119.

Lettei dated July 1%, 1915, fromAdonstantinople, to Loﬁd Bryce,
vho transmitted it tof the Secretary of State throggh the American
Ambassador, walter é%ines Page‘ in ILondons The author is Zaven,
Armenien Patriarch.

Page 1.

>(v : Already they permit the husulmgn to occupy the
Page 2« "' . ,' ' o . lend and the
houses abandoned by the Armenlans.

: They have not permitted the exiles to take anything whatever
/éith them, Besides in those districts occupied by the ‘military
there remains nothing to take avay- the mllitany authorities ha-
ving thembelves speedily removed @ll thatb they were able to find

there,
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These unfortunate people are obliged to travel over

page 3. | .  | | | country which,
even in times of peaée, is lknown to be dangerous and where one is
exposed to robbery and assault. Now that the Turkish bandits, as
well as the police and ths civil“officefs enjoy absolute 1ime:ty;
the exiles wi11 undoubtedly be robbed on‘roufe and the women and
young girls exposed o0 most m dishono?&ble treatment,

page 4 | R
B . fThe churches and convents have been plundered, profaned and

deutroyed. The bishops even have not been spared...
page S. - |

The village around Van and Bltlls have. been plundered and

the 1nhab1tants have been slain,

X 8 867/4016/287 1/2
Boghoa Nubar, President Armenian Hatlonal Delcega-

tion, Paris, June 15, 1916, to Robert Lancing; oecretary of Stateg
Vashlngton DeCe and Robert Lansing to the Embassy, Constantlnople
via Copenhagen, June 16, 1915. o ] _ ,

Reports have reached the Department that situation of Armenian
;exiles in Nesopotania is daily becoming worse ~that great numbers
}are dying of hunger and sickness— If t:ue, and children are sold

openly in marketSeses | '
Testimony of Widow Vlctorla Khatchadour Barutalbashian of
Baibourt:: _ . |

Our party left June 1 (old style),'fifteen gendarmes going
vith us.. The party numbered four or f£ive hundred personsa’ Ve had got
only 2 hours away fron home when bands of vmllagers and brugands in
large nunbersy and robbed us of all we hads The gendarmes took ny.

three‘hOrSas and sold them to Turkish Mouhadjirs, pocketing the
moncy and that from my daughterts neck, also all our food.
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