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CARNEGIE [NSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
MOUNT WILSON OBSERVATORY
PASADENA,CALIFORNIA

July 8, 1930

Dr. W. W. Atwood

Care Superintendent
Sequoia National Park
California

My dear Dr. Atwood:

Just a note to say that I fear that
in telephoning to you from Williams I may have im-
posed upon you the cost of a telephone message for
which T assumed that I had paid. In trying to reack
you I asked to have someone find you if possible
and planned to cover the cost of the messenger and
phone call. I paid for the initial call but, due
to the fact that at the time of our conversation
1t was within a minute or two of time for my train
to leave, and I did not know even where our car
was located, and I was furthermore in a pay station
booth, I was not able to find out regarding the
final cost of the message. If, as I fear is the
case, you were obliged to pay for a call from El
Tovar to Willlams, please let me have a memorandum
of thls some time at your convenience and I will
have the amount refunded.

I was extremely grateful to you for
coming to the phone, as it seemed to be important
that Mr. Albright should have a clear view as to
the situation. Mr. Hall's uncertainty as to what
his course should be just at the time of my leav-
ing made it seem 4$6—b® imperative that a clear
statement of the matter be made to Mr. Hall as
early as possible. The whole plan seems to me to
be proceeding in an ideal way and I am most grate-
ful for your cooperation in this fine program.




Dr. W. W, Atwood -2~ July 8, 1930

I have just seen Dr. Millikan and
talked with him briefly regarding the Goddard pro-
ject, Dr. Millikan being a member of the committee.
Inasmuch as ddard may some time be working in the
west, I wis o have him in close touch, both with
our staff at Mount Wilson and with Millikan'!s group
at California Institute.

Millikan mentioned that he was being
importuned just at that mément for an article to be
published by a noted writer on the Goddard project.
He was not clear as to just what was desired, but
it looked to me as if someone were attempting to
persuade Dr. Mlllikan to write an article in the
hope that it would then be appr d by the donor.

I mentioned to Dr. Millikan th 2ct that the fund
is given to Clark Universit¥g%\ rom my point of
view any publicity relative to is matter would
ultimately involve the policy of Clark University.
I know that we have all been in agreement that
publicity would be undesirable until the work is
advanced to a point at which something new wauid «¢
= developed. Colonel Lindbergh's office, I know,
expressed the hope that the matter might be held
as long as possible. In leaving Dr. Millikan I
indicated my own view that publicity on the matter
would be unwise and in this I am sure Dr. Millikan
agrees,

I am merely mentioning the matter
to you in order that,should anything appear, you
may know that it would not be by way of our committee.
Incidentally in talking with Millikan, it looks as
if it might be possible to have a meeting of the
Advisory Commlttee some time in the late summer or
early fall, if this appears desirable.

I trust that you and all the members
of your family and your friends are having a most
delightful journey,and that entrance into the High
Slerra region will glve you a pleasant change of
climate and a most marvellous environment.

With appreciation of the opportunity
to visit with you at the Grand Canyon,and my good
wishes to you all, believe me,

Very truly youys,

JCM:B o

¥—




Berkeley, Californla,
July 28, 1930.

President W. W. Atwood,
Clark Unlversity,
Worcester, Massachusetts.

My dear Dr. Atwood:

Pue to failure of the post office to forward mall
according to my dlrectlons,your letter of June twenty-
third regarding my acceptance of chailrmanship of the com-
mittee for cooperation in Dr. Goddard's rocket studies
has Just been received today. I am glad to accept mem~
bership in the committee and also toaccept chalrmanshlp
of the committee as suggested if this seems desirable.

I would be gled to appoint a secretary of the com-
mittee as suggested,but would be gled tohave sugges-
tions from your office as to an arrangement which would
be most convenient for you in connection with organlza-
tion of the committee, It seems to me that the secretary
should be resident at clark University and in close touch
with the office of the President and with Dr, Goddard,

Wwith assurance of my deep interest in this project,
and with my very good wlshes, belleve me

Very sincerely yours,

(signed) JOHN C. MERRIAM.

Copy of WESTERN UNION tele gram Berkeley, Callfornla,
July 28, 1930.

President W,W,Atwood,
Clark Universilty,
worcester, Massachusetts.

Your letter June twenty-third regarding membershlp
Advisory Committee for cooperatlon Goddard's rocket studies
received today. I accept membership Advisory Committee and
also chairmahsip of commlttee 1f desired. Am writing re-
garding appointment secretary of committee STOP Sincerely
regret this unavoldable delay.

John C. Merriam.




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON.D.C.




Berkeley, Callfornia,
July 23, 1930,

President v, v, Atwood,
Clark Unlversity,
Yorcester, lassachusetts,

Your letter Juns twenty-third regarding membership
Advisory committee for cooperation Goddard's roolst studies
received todays I accept membership Advisory Committee and
also chalrmanship of committee 1f desired. Am writing
regarding appointment secrstary of committee STOP Sincerely
regret this unavoidable delay.

John G. Merriam

Hotel Thitecotton. .







; Berkeley, California,
August 2, 1930,

Superintendent C,3, Thompson,
Yosemite Natlional Park,
Californla.

My dear Colonel Thompson:

//Jﬁziﬂhh I am planning to visit Yosemite Valley on August

~greventh—te—thirteenth, thia belng the period in which
Dr. ¥W.%, Atwood has lndicated his intentlon of belng in
the Valley. The specific purposes of my visit relate,
first, to consideration of the best means for use of tle
story of the origin of the granlte of the Yosemite in
connection with the general educatlional program and,
second, some further consideration of the general pro-
blem of the Yosemlte in terms of the features of great-
a2t slgnificance in development of the whole sducational
pPlan and e use of the Valley.

z{ A8 you may know, I have recently arranged with Dr.

o1 MY 7 pabat, of the Department of Geology of the University

l of Cslifornia, to make an examination of thegooccurrence

(A of basal portions of the sedimentary covering# of the
o(%brgranif—]hnd I wish now to consider these points in rela-
YA/ tlon to the contact of the granite with the sedimentaries
on the Merced River road, I would like, 1f possible, to
vislt Glacler Point on the, t=ed#th in ordsr to see on the
ground the manner in which| thia aspect of the educatimal
worX can develop. le%jk

I would appreciate it if your office could ask thedﬁagzigﬁﬁzz/

YosemitedGamy Curry Company to reserve a cottage for me

at the far end of the row below Glaclsr Point correspon:

ing to those which 1 have occupied in other years, We

wlsh a cottage wilth one room with twin beds and bath and
another room for one person with bath for my secretary,

#r, Callaway.

I hope to have opportunity to talk over certaln as-
pects of the questlona under consideration with you amd
nr. Atwood together,

It will be a zgreat pleasurs to see you again and I
hope that thetime of my vielt mey find you in the Valley.

with all geood wiahaa, I an

VBTY truly youra, ;i,vlw 5

f/{t/@/{w W /L“r"_.-'_': v L;’“ S J Ll ae s,




Berkeley, California,
fsuguﬁt 4. 1930.

Superintendent ¢. G. Thompson,
Yosemite Natlional Park,
Californla.
¥y dear Colonel Thompson;

1 regret very much that necessity for my being
present at an extremely important conference relating
to work of the Cernegle Iys titution will prevent my
coming to the Yosemlte on iionday, sugusi{ eleventh, as
planned., I would be glad, therefore, if your office

ocould arrange with the Yosemite Camp Curry Company to

change the rsssrvations requested in my racent letter SR |
to you from August eleventh to August feurteenth.~ ZL’-&*-%‘@H

I am sorry tiat it has been necessary for m to |
change my progranm, bgt, trust that you may bs in the
Valley on the rmréegnth in order that I way have the
pleasure of seeing you and discuasing the many questions
in which we are interested,

with all good wishes, belleve ne, _
very sinserely youps,< j

f /] y iz //

i ¢ LA S =)
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Berkeley, Californla,
August 7, 1930.

Dr. Wallace W. Atwood,
c¢/o The Superintendent,
Yosemite National Park, Californla.

My dear Dr. Atwood:

I had made all my plans to come to Yosemite on the
afternoon of the eleventh to be present at approximately
the time of your arrival and have opportunity to be with
you for a couple of days in the Valley. Important Carnegle
Institution business makes it necessary for me to modify
my plans. I am now expecting to arrive in the Valley in
time for dinner on the evening of the thirteenth. I sin-
cerely hope to have opportunlty to see you there and per-
haps be with you on the fourteenth.

I am coming to the Valley especlally to give consilder-
ation to means by which there can be brought out to best
advantage the story of the origin and intrusion of the
granite and its relation to the sedimentarles. This 1is
the foundation of the greater story of the Yosemite. Since
I saw you Dr. Pabst, a brilliant young instructor at the
University of California, has vislted the Valley to examine
the localities at which fragments of the sedimentary seriles
lie in or against or upon the granite. Pabst secured a
number of epecimens of the actuaf contacts and has re-located
s number of important localities which will be extremely
useful in the educational program. Studies of the sectlons
of this material are now being made in Berkeley.

It has been my desire to see such arrangement made
that from Glacier Point 1t will be possible to indicate
places where the granite is in contact with the sedimen-
taries on the summit of the range. This, with indicatlion
of contact on the road as one leaves Merced, would bring
out some of the salient facte relative to the intrusion.

I understand that there is some hestiation about labeling
the point of approximate contact, or at any rate the lower
sections of disturbed sedimentaries along the highway, due
to interruption of traffic, but I am sure that there will
be no difficulty in having the road widened at places
where it would be necessary to turn out to see these
sectlons.

Trusting that you have had a pleasant and profitable
journey, and looking forward to seeing you soon, I am

Very truly jfodrs,




Yashington, D.C.,
April 18, 1880.

To mesbera of the Committes om
Eduontionsl Problems in Hational Parks:

I am tzanemitting to you herewith proof of
your report ae made available at the meeting of
the Committes in November 1930, The originals and

a tentative proof of this report have beon filed
utth ational Park Service, together with other
dota rolating to the last meeting of the Committee.

1 am tranemitting also & condensed etstoment
covaring proceedings of the meeting of the Committee
on Hovember 36 and 37, 1929,

1 would appreciate it if you would examine
with gare the proof transmitied, as also the copy
of the proceedings and return both to me within the
next ten days. On the basis of the fies ag re-
turned the report will be printed for transmission
to the Secretary of the Interior and nirectar of
Hational Park Gerviee, _

_,,-/:_...."}: NG l/ 1 : g 3 "(__,-\
2/ Johm €, uég;inu. ahalrnan

/0 / Cosmittee on Rdueational Problens
ok in Hasional Parke.




Berkeley, Californila,
august 25, 1930.

Dr. W. W. Atwood,
Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts.

My dear Dr. Atwood:

I zppreciate greatly your letter of August twenty-
third, Just this moment received, I am delighted that
you have found the Redwood Highway and the reglon it
touches of exceptional interest. I feel certain that
wlth the passing of time the most striking aspects of
1ts beauty will be developed so as to be even more im-
pressive than at the moment.

I appreciate also your suggestions regarding the

Slnnot Memorial, and I am in complete agreement with the
idea that it is important to develop to the utmost the
direct view of the things of great interest on and about
the lake and the crater. It 1s in reality in order to
develop this aspect of the relation of the visitor to the
phenomena of the park that I have been planning the group
of outlook stations around the lake so located as to bring
out each of the major features in the most strikingway.
I presume that some may think I am almost obsessed in the
idea of having the views of the visitor centered upon the
spectacular features in order that thelr strongest impres-
gslon may be in terms of the thing itself.

The plan which I have had in mind for the educational
scheme at Crater Lake is one in which there would be as
early as possible a complete and fundamental re-study of
all of the natural phenomena of the region. Diller's work
on the crater 1s fine, but there is still much to be done
and a specific interpreter thoroughly familiar with the
region is necessary. On the basis of such data the va-
rious features around the lake should be so studied that
the outlooks selected would give the best scilentific and
aesthetic presentation of each feature and, moreover, give
this presentation of each 1n relation to the others. The
speclal leaflet of the varlous stations should be a part
of a scheme of leaflet guides to coverthe region as a whole.

I would urge that everyone be given the suggestion
that each of these polnts should be visited for its own
value and also for 1its relatlon to the story as a whole,
There should not be slavish following of the leaflets, but
they should be avallable as suggestions. Wherever possible
the set-up should be devised in such manner that if the
vlisltor walks to the place he receives the lmpression prac-
tlcally without suggestion.




It is with reference to this greater scheme of the
park that I have worked out the plan which has recently
been approved for the Sinnot Memorial. One would, I be-
lieve, have difficulty in proving that the locatlon of
the Sinnot Memorial is the most important viewpoint on
the border of Crater Lake. It is, however, an exception-
ally favorable locality, considering all of the condl-
tionsg and with due recognitlon of the fact that it 1s
just accessible enough to permit those who wish to know
something of the region to reach it and use 1t with little
difficulty. The plan of the statlon 1s based upon the
idea that from this point all of the major features about
the lake could be seen and in some measure explained under
the guldance of expert attendants, and certain additlonal
materials which would help in understanding of the situa-
tion would also be avallable, Although I am, as you know,
most hesitant to use what would be called museum materials,
it seems to me that 1f exhibits could be set up in the
museum room to illustrate certain of the major points on
the spot there would be a larger number of people vislt-
ing the lookout stations, and those who do not visit these
stations would leave with a better understanding of what
they see.

It has been my idea that from this statlon one would
point out a number of localities illustrating the manner
in which the voleano has been bullt up layer upon layer.
In other wordsg, there would be expressed the historical
aspect of the problem in a mamner which is not possible
at Lassen Peak or at Ralnier, The crater at Crater Lake
is a dissected volcano giving exceptional opportunity for
certain phases of teachlng, With the discussion of these
points I would think it wise to put into the exhibit room
a number of specimens illustrating the types of rocks with
particular reference to what they mean in terms of actual
volcanic flows., I would also put in the museum room a
moving plcture of the eruption of Mount lassen, showing
what such an eruption i1sg like. I would also place in the
exhiblt room adequate illustrative material and, ifpossi-
ble, also movies showing the nature of a crater such as
Kilauea which would interpret the phenomena which have been
expressed at Crater Lake in past history. If possible I
would also put in this room a film of an actual lava flow
as 1t moves, The average visitor has little conception of
volcanic phenomena as such., If they can be illustrated by
living materials from other parks and by specimens the
nature of which can be interpreted and if the visitor can
then go to the precise place which is pointed out and make
hie own observations, there would, I believe, be a tremen-
dous addition of interest in the volcano as a relic of a
living thing,




If the exhiblit room is reduced to the small dimen-
sions represented in your diagram, these things would be
practlcally lmpossible, and the visitor will be left in
a measure to his own resources excepting as an attendant
can go with him to the several lookouts. I am inclined
to think also that if there is not developed some plan
such as I have in mind the actual use of the numerous
features and lookouts around the lake will be much less
than if these places are pointed out in the careful man-
ner which I have suggested, and explained from the Sinnot
Memorial or a similar localilty. There should be no mis-
understanding regarding myview that the problem laid out
and the task pregsent fundamental difficulties, but these
difficultles are inherent in the case and I do not now know
of a method which would bring better results.

With reference tc the actual physical characters of
the modification of the station as you have suggested them,
I am sure that you will not misunderstand me if I say that
there are several inherent difficulties in the plan of
having two terraces, one uncovered and relatively narrow
and the other of comparable depth and only about eighteen
inches above the lower or front terrsce, The first point
1s that the depth of the two terraces combined will be such
that from the larger part of the covered terrace at the
rear the lake immediately in front of the station will not
be vislible. I believe that it is more important to have a
large front terrace with a good parapet which will permit
visitors to come close to the edge in order to have a good
view of the lake from a point as near to the foot of the
cliff as possible. This point was considered with great
care over at least two years at Grand Canyon, and 1t was
the unanimous opinion of those studying the problem that
we ought not to have more than twenty-four or twenty-five
feet depth in the actual observation terrace,

A second point relative to the physical situation is
that with the -two terraces as suggested, as I understand
the drawing, the place as a whole would be relatively much
exposed to the wind and weather. The %ﬂdea of inclosing
Yavapal Point was borne in upon me firdt by the workmen
engaged in construction of the bullding, who complaire d
of the wind and chilliness of operatlon at that place.

In discusging this particular question at Crater Lake I
gathered that the conditions sre if anything more unfawvor-
able there than at Grand Canyon, This leads me to the view
that maximum care should be used to inclose the station in




gsuch manner that those who wish could remain for such
period as they desire in reasonable comfort and not be
driven away by physical conditions unfavorable to care-
ful study and discussion. The conditions would, I be-
lieve, be also relatively unfavorable to the kind of
talks and discussion which are so important at such lo-
calities.

I am sure that you will not misunderstand my present-
ing these statements with such vigor, but they are all
points which have been worked over in the course of the
past four years with reference to this particular park
and the scheme as a whole. I belleve that the conclusions
are sound. To carry them out means a continuing interest,
perhaps, on my part in order to find someone competent to
do the large work required at this place in way of develop-
ment and utilizatlon, as also to secure development of
adequate literature and to secure funds for the moving
pilctures and other types of material in the exhibit room.
Although I am strongly of the opinion that the amount of
material to be used for exhlbit should be centered upon a
small group of things and in general be much less elabo-
rate than that required at Grand Canyon, I believe that
the work should be extremely well done. I am hopeful that
together we can work out detalls so that development of
the broader scheme can be carried out in such manner as
to realize all of the elements which we have both had in
mind relative to utilization of the very extraordinary
opportunity at Crater Lake.

With kindest personal regards, believe me

Very truly yoursb45f7




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Pasgadena, Califprnia,
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT September 18, 1930.

Dr. W. W. Atwood,
Clark University,
orcester, iassachusetts.

Iy dear Dr. Atwood:

I apprecilated greatly your note from Mount Rainlier
relative to the situation at Crater Lake. Following re-
ceipt of your note I worked over the whole matter with care
and had opportunity within a few days after receipt of your
letter to discuss the matter with Mr. Sager. 1 wrote to
you a letter which was rather hurriedly constructed, and
I have not had opportunity since that time to go over it
with more care. I am inclosing the letter with this note
a8 a partilal expression of my view.

On the whole it seemed to me that it would be desir-
able to carry out the larger plan which we have had in view,
namely, to make the station at Victor Rock an initiating
point for educational work with the expectation that the
visitors would be stimulated to go out to the many points
of interest around the lake and to interpret each of the
features in the lignt of the general view of the lake re-
glon as obtained from the Victor Rock lookout.

I would 1like to talk the whole matter over with you
when opportunity offers, L feel cguite sure that if we
could discusgs the matter together we would, as always, be
in complete agreement as to details.

I am leaving here tomorrow for Grand Canyon, where I
believe that practically all of the maeterial, apparatus,
and leaflets, and gso forth, will be avallable for initiating
the enterprise as we have visualized it. I plan to write
you from Grand Canyon regarding the status of the matter.
I know that you have had a profitable journey and trust
that you have not found the work too heavy or tiresome for the
relatively short period in which it has been necessary to cover
the field which you have examined, I am hoping to have oppor-
tunity to see you soon after our return to the east.

With my good wishes to you and to your family, in which
Mrs. Merriam Joins me, I anm

Very truly rs
—_— - a7
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September 25, 1930

Dr. John C. Merriam, President
Carnegie Institution of VWashington
Washington, D. Ce.

My dear Dr. Merriam:

L We have completed the circuit, having traveled nearly
11,000 miles in the cur and about 400 in the saddle. It hea been a
wonderful oxperience for all of us.

We vialted ten Parks, and I shall prepars @ report as
socon 48 possible, The surmer has probably domne more 000 ln settiug
acquajnted with the situatlon in several of tho Parks that 1 had not
visited,and acquainted with the personnels 1% huis probubly been as
profitable to my son as %o iw and Ay prove to be a very wvalnable
experience to him as he «oez on in his work with Dr, Bryent. He will
report in Washington next Monday.

I have read your very good letter regarding the Sinnot
Memorial. I thought I specified that there was no need of your writing
explaining what your decision finally was. I can epprecinte that you
had thought the whole problem through very esrefully, and I am sure
that if we could have taliced 1t over together on the site we wounld
have came to a complete agreerent. We have the sams objectives, and
my suzgestions came beceuse I feared that, the platform space, or the
ontdoor observation space was too small at Victor Point. However, 1
hope tiie project will work cut in every way satisfactorily. In irv
rapert I am going to make a few suggestions as to the outlook points
around the rim whieh appeal o me,

I am enclosing two letters which I wish you would read.
If you wish Count Elia to be invited to accept membership on the Board
I shall be very glad to extend the invitation. I Jo not see cuito how
he would be of much service tc us, but there may be some reason why we
should recognize this offer. Kindly return the correspondence with
your reply. I shall probably want to write to Mr. Guggezheim as soon
as we have reached a declision in this matter,

Our University work is opening up todoy, and on Monday I
laave for a three weeks camping trip with a group of our gradiete stu-~
dents in geography. Soon after the field period is over I hope shme plen
will bring me to Washington so that we can have a good conference and visit.

Cordially yours




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON L
WASHINGTON,D.C.

October 18, 1930.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Dr. W. W. Atwood,
c¢/o Mr. Duncan McDuffie,
2101 Shattuck Avenue,
Berkeley, California.

My dear Dr. Atwood:

Merely a note to say that, having just learned
from Yard that you are to be in Berkeley at the Mc-
Duffies' and having on my mind certain matters relating
to National Parks Association, it seemed worth while to
forward this line to you while you are with Mr. McDuffie
and perhaps discussing such matters,

Since returning to Washington I have followed up
the plan for development of National Parks Association
in such manner as to give it such strong backing that
it would be sure to stand on its own feet and carry its
responsibility without dependence upon anv individual or
even any small group. The idea that the Board of National
Parks Association should consist largely of representa-
tives of great organizations would mean that the Associ-
ation in considerable measure represents these activities
and their interests,

In the past few days I have been following up the
work done to secure representation and find that a rela-
tively large number of organizations have appointed or
are arranging to appoint their representatives. 1 have
just talked to Dr. Bewman,of the American Geographical
Society, and find thet Dr. Bowman ies willing to serve and
that he will probably be appointed within a few days by
his Board. The Archaeological Institute of America is
also appointing a representative; the American Forestry
Association has just appointed George D. Pratt; the Re-
search Council has just appointed Vernon Kellozg; and the
American Assoclation for the Advancement of Science has
just appointed me, except that I have asked to have Otis
Caldwell, of Teachers College, Columbia University, ap-
pointed in my place, as he is much interested in this

problem.




B

With support of the principal sciéntific and
other organizations interested in parks there will, I
am sure, be realization of backing and responsibility
sucn as will give power to any effort that may be put
forward to secure funds for anv specific purpose.

I nave pointed out to Mr. Yard that we must have
both specific purpose and the backing of strong inter-
ests if real progress is to be made. As indicated at
the outset, I do not feel that responsibility for gather-
ing funds should be placed upon your shoulders. I am
sure, however, that no matter where the responsibility
rests there must be a foundation such as we are now
building for future activities of the Parks Association.
I am much gratified that the work is procedding satis-
factorily. At the next meeting I feel sur€ that we shall
have the beginning of a new epoch in the Association.

With all good wishes to you, believe me

Very truly yours,
/

N

H,j)

/:/, "."; _J/. A f o
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CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT September 30, 1930.

Dr. W. W. Atwood,
Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts.

¥y dear Dr. Atwood:

1 appreciate your letter of September twenty-
fifth, received on my return from the west this morn-
ing. 1 am hoping most sincerely to have opportunity
to see you before long for conference on many questions
on which we have been working together.

I stopped at the Grand Canyon and saw our pro-
cram realized almost to the last detail. The final
touches on the general program will be worked out in
the course of the next week or two, after which the
plan must work out under guidance of the new Educa-
tional Division of National Park Service.

The Grand Canyon plan as I see it in beginning
operation is very different from any of the steps which
have been worked out up to this point. I believe that
it is an important educational conception and that it
fits well to the educational program,end especially to
the opportunities at the Grand Canyon. I shall be send-
ing you before long some of the printed material which
we have developed in this connection.

Regarding the suggestion of Count Elia regarding
membership on the board for exploration of the upper at-
mosphere, I do not know Count Elia's work well enough
to make suggestion at this moment. I shall inquire of
the Italian Embassy and also of some of the students of
the rocket problem to see whether Count Elia could be
of assistance. I am quite sure that Mr. Fleming or some
of the members of our staff can tell us, I will let you
know as soon as I have definite information.




We have had an interesting journey east, in-
cluding a visit to Gypsum Cave, Nevada, where I saw
the sloth remains apparently associated with those of
human beings. My stop at the Grand Canyon was followed
by a visit to northern New Mexico, where our excava-
tions are under way in the Pueblo and Basket Maker
stages of occupation.

I trust that you and your family are all well
and I am looking forward to seeing you soon.

With all good wishes, believe me

Very truly yours,

// .ff/“' :
A Lffﬁé%ixhbtz;ucﬁu1f’




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

November 3, 1930.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Dr. W. W. Atwood,
Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts.

My dear Dr. Atwood:

I had on the end of my tongue several times
Saturday & statement relative to a recent conference
with Colonel Lindbergh regarding the Goddard rocket
program, Lindbergh lunched with me recently and we
discussed the subject in general terms.

Both Colonel Lindbergh and I thought it desi-
rable to have a meeting of the Advisory Committee as
early as this can be brought about, but we felt that
it would be unwise to make this suggestion until after .
Dr. Goddard has had opportunity to carry forward the
initial stages of his work on rocket propulsion. Unless
a rocket can fly to the upper atmosphere, there is no
necessity of discussing correlated researches. We be-
lieve, however, that it would be desirable to hold a
meeting sometime this winter whenever it is convenient
for Dr. Goddard.

In the meantime, I have been working out plans
by which our staff of the Carnegie Institution of Wash-
ington can develop such correlated apparatus as mey be
desirable, with expectation that when the rocket once
flies to great heights it will be important to have the
apparatus for scientific studies as early as nossible,.

I assume that this program would fit in with
your ideas as we have discussed the subject, and the
Committee will be guided by any suggestions you may
have as to what may seem the most appropriate time or
arrangements for calling together the Advisory Committee.

With all good wishes, I am

=
Very sincefely yours;

P /<
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CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT November 3, 13830.

Dr, W. W. Atwood,
Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts.

My dear Dr. Atwood:

As it will be several days before I shall be
able to come back to completion of the corrected copy
of the guide for Yavapai Station, there would be time
to receive any suggestions which you might care to
make in the form or wording of the statement. As you
have a copy of this pamphlet I would appreciate it
greatly if you could look this over and mark on it
any points which it seems to you desireble to consider
at this stage. If the copy could be forwarded to me
so that I could have it on Saturday morning, this
would be in time for use.

I was greatly pleased to have opportunity to
go over the whole story of the Yavapai project with
you on Saturday.

With all good wishes, I am

Very sincerely yours,
]
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November 7, 1930

Dr. John C. Merriam, President
The Carnegie Institution of Washington
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Merrism:

This letter will just refer to the enclosed pamphlet. Yom
will hear very soon' in reply to severdl other mattera in which we are both
deeply interested.

I have made several pencil notes on the margins. Many of
them are almost insignificant., You will probably be impressed with the
fact that I have appeered to give more attention to physiographic g1 es-
tions, but I have read the other parts very carefully, and I simply
cannot make any useful comments on the bulk of this materidl . It runs
along very clearly; in fact 1 think it is exceedingly well put for the
visitors to the Canyoh,

The one chapter which I miss, the one which I think should
be developed, and which I trust may same day be represented on the perapet
end in the exhibit room, pertains to the great story of eroston which
preceded the cutting of the present Camyom, and then the story of the
actual cutting, and an analysis of the physiographic features of the
Canyon walls,

The N.:E«.-S.W+ structure section in the foresround of a
block drawing, in which the surface gives a perspective view of the
great mroken plateau of the Colorado River, and another structure from
narth to aouth, which we have talked about several times as the front
of a block with perspective aketch on the surface of that block, would
broaden the point of view of those who were looking at the Canyon and
visiting various points of interesd in the platean region. I wuld like
to bring cut very vividly the story of that great erosion cyele which
immedietely preceded the cutting of the Grand Camyon; the story of up-
1lift, and bending, and breaking of the platesu which I believe accom~
panied the downward cutting by the Colorado River. Then I should illes
to see same znalysis of the features in the Canyon walls fraom the stand-
point of weathering and phyailogrephic processes. The overhanging ledges,
the rock pillars along the rim, the jointing, the fracturing, the cliffs
and the slopes, the alcoves, and such features which meny visitors
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look at and wonder about, and which other visitors should have their
attention called to if they are to appreciate sane of the nice points
in the sculpturing of this great gorge. I wuld like to ring out
gsomewhat the processes of weathering which have been 20 important in
the widening of the Canyon. We emphasize the streseam work which hes
been chiefly effective in deepening the gorge., Many wonder at the
tremendous width of the Grand Canyon of the Colorado, and perhaps

we could help to answer tlnt question also.

I hope this reaches you in time to be of same service,
et least to be suzgestive to you, and I have the most sincere hope that
as the next few years pass I can be of direct and immediate help in
" seeing that so wonderful an ideal for educational work in the National
Parke is carried ocut successfully and effectively.

As I think over that problam the prospect of getting
Mr. Hines from California seema to me to be the most significant step
after the exhibits have been completed. I hope we will be able %o

have him there next summer, evan if he does not accept a permanent
position in the Park Service.

Cordially yours

enclosure

TELEGRAM -
Sent November 7, 1930
At 10:45 A.M.

To: Dr. Merriam

CANYON PAMPHLET IN THE MAILS. SPECIAL DEL IVERY.

(Signed) W.W., Atwood




November 12, 1930

Dr, John C. Merriem, President
Carnegie Institution of Washington
Washington, D. C.

My dear Dr. Merriam:

This is in reply to your very kind letter of
November Zad relative to a meeting of the Advisory Committee
with Dr. Goddard. I most hesartily approve of such & meeting,
snd I shall be happy to assist the Committee in any way that
I can in making preliminary arrangements. Dr. Goddard has -
written once or twice to me, but rather driefly. I under~
stand his laboratory has been equipped and that he is hard
et work on hig great project. He has always had the habit
of keeping everything very quiet, but I want him now to be
asked to make full reports to cur Advisary Committes from
time to tims, of his variocus experimentes and a full analysis
of each problem which he i1s facing.

I lock forward to his receiving many helpful
suggestions from members of that group, and I think 1t will be
an 4nspiration to him to meet with them oecasionally. I think
it will also be quite & spur to him if he can antiecipate the
holding of sueh a meeting. I am writing to Dr. Goddard ,askw=
ing him when it will be moat desirable and convenient for him
to attend such a mesetings

I expect the first meeting had better bLe hsld
in Weshington.

With kindest psraonal regerds, I am

Very sincerely yours




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT November 12, 1930.

Dr, W. W. Atwood,
Clark University,
Yorcester, lassachusetts

My dear Dr. Atwood:

I appreciate your letter of November seventh
and the notes which you have made on the Yavapai
guidebook. I agree to all of the points which you
have made and especially the desirability of having
a fuller statement rezarding phV81ographlc aspects
of the Grand Canyon problem.

There will of necessity be continuous modifi-
cation of the program as it is set up, and in the course
of this development the physiographic features should
take a more prominent place. In furtherance of this
work I am hoping to have your cooperation, and I shall
also talk concerning the matter with your son.

What you say about analysis of the features of
the Canyon wall is also importance. This verges on the
general problem of architecture, both as regards archi-
tecture of the earth and the artistic aspect of archi-
tecture as represented in the Canvon walls. Some of
these questions represent real nroblems which I believe
must be made the subject of extremely careful study.

At the present moment consideration of these features
is practically outside the realm of operation of the
naturalist in the parks. I doubt whether use of this
material can be advanced much until some clear discus-
sion of it has been worked out by one like yourself
interested in both the scientific and the aesthetic
aspects of the problem.

I agree with you with reference to the desir-
ability of securing Dr. Hinds, or someone like him,
for leadership at the Grand Canyon and in some of the
other parks. 1 have already passed on your idea to
Dr. Bryant asfreinforcement of the statement which I made
regarding this matter last summer.

With all good wishes, I am C

v
Very sin?e §$%ZY9%§§; »
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WASHINGTON, D. C.
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Dr. Harold C. Bryant,
National Park Servioce,
Interior Building,
Washington, D.C.

Ny dear Dr. Bryant:

As you are in a very
representative of education

: » ¥
. etter 'hloh I\Pecelived
Grand Canyon. As you

hive had two visite at the museum at Yavapal
: am 30 enthusiastic about it that I canmnot

resis sendlng you a word of appreciation. For the

Ranger there tells me that it is your pet project.

1t is certainly most marvelously planned, 80
that the simplest person oan understand it. At last I
have a rudimentary but correct understanding of the
Canyon's formation.

*You can't think how people snjoy 1t, and how
they go back and back, and ciroulate between the bino-
culars and the museum.

"I think I ought to thank you for ever so many
people, for arranging this for ue all. The Ranger,
too, §1vee a very good talk, and 18 so proud of his
show.

Very ainoegniy yours,

’E/%“f




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

November 14, 1930.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

President ¥W. W. Atwood,
Clark University,
Worcester, liassachusetts.

Mv dear Dr. Atwood:

With reference to your kind letter of Hovember
twelfth, just received, may I say that I have had some
corresvondence with Dr. Goddard recentlyv relative to
data which will be essential in preparation of corre-
lated ecuipment for studies on various aspects of
physics which it will be possible to carry out if the
rocket reaches an elevation of 25 to 30 miles. These
letters indicate that Dr. Goddard is making progress,
and would also give evidence of our desire to keep
pace so far as possible with these investications. The
information forwarded by Dr. Goddard I hsve transmitted
to our Devpartment of Terrestrial Masznetism for prelimi-
nary studies,

In all probability it will be easiest tn hold
the meeting sometime in the winter ,when it might be
that conditions would be not the most favorable for
experimentation at Dr. Goddard's laboratory in Vew
Mexico,

#ith all good wishes, I am

)

Very siiierely yo&fﬁ,
e 7 I
7 & “A
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November 15, 1930.

MEMBERS OF THE EDUCATIONAL ADVISORY
BOARD TO NATIONAL PARK SERVICE:

Gentlemen:

At the last meeting of the Educational Advisory
Board to National Park Service on lMay 9, 1930, a number
of questione under diecussion were held over for report
and discussion at a later meeting. Among these matters
are questione relating to publications and to posesibi-
lity of endowment for educational work in National Perks.

The committees concerned with publication and en-
dowment have given consideration to these guestions and
will be ready to report at the néxt meeting. ' Other mat-
ters as mentiomed in the minutes of the last meeting, re-
lating to general policies, were held over for a meeting
this fall.

It has been found moet convenient with reference
to work of the year to hold meetings in the latter half
of November or the early part of December. It is there-
fore suggested that for 1930 a meeting be held on Decem-
ber sixth, eighth, or ninth. It would be appreciated if
menbers of the Board could forward suggestion as to dates
most convenient in that periloed.

Although funds ere not avallable for travel expenses
of the Board, it seems important to hold the meeting in
Washington and in touch with the office of National Park

Service.

As it will not be possible for me to be present at
the next meeting of the Board, may I ask if members of
the Board will communicate their desires relative to date
of meeting to Dr. Harold C. Bryant, National Park Service,
Interior Building, Washington, D.C. Notice will be for-
warded to the members regarding the time most acceptable,

Very since:gly youra;’7

/’ /4 :J:y
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7/~<-—--- A f__ John 0. Merriam, Chairmamn.
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November 21, 1930

Dr. John C, Merriam, President
The Carnegic Institution of Washington
¥ashington, D, C. i

Dear Dr. Merriam:

I have had a score of carbon copy commnications from
Mr, Yard, which have kept me more or less posted as to the plems for
our meeting on December Sth, snd I heve had your notice of the meet-
ing of the National Park Board. I am sorxry you =re not going to be
present, but if they put it on December 6th I shall remAain over for
that day. _

I am counting on you for a great deal of help at the
meeting on the S5th. As presiding officer I want to just pave the
way for amooth conduct of the business, and for the establishment
of the highest of ideals for our organization. I hope also that
we may adopt a somewhat definite program of eonstructive work, and
if possible emphasize a few concrete objectives for this year's

program.

I know yoa will bring before us a fine steatement of
our obJectives, and perhaps some indication az to just where we had
best apply our efforts during the coming year. If you were not
going to do this I know it would be left for me to do, dbut I cannot
do it very well from the chair, I want Jou to do it. Then I want
to help you in every way that I can. As I think over the purposes
of our organization certain objectives stand out conspieunously.

First, I believe we should work for the completion
of our National Park systeme« 4 survey of the proposed sites suit-
able for additions to the National Parks, or national monuments,
under the administrative control of the National Park Service is,
I believe, important. Perheps there are certain areas that we
should work for at once in en effort to see that they are added
to the National Parks.

Second, I think 1t is highly important that as a
body of scientific men and educators we should stand bshind and
encourage, as far as we can, tho field science service in the
National Parks. The possibilities there appeal to me more end
more strongly each year, but I appreciate that the conduct of
high grade instructional work in the Parks is not a simple mattexr.,
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The easjest thing will be to give popular, elementary nature study
talks, If the new so-called educational uranch of the National Park
Service cannot do more than offer elementary nature study talks, or
popular lectures and entertainments in the Parks our elaborate and
expens ive organization,which we recamenied, will not be justified.

Third, there will always remain for this Association
the task of developing an intelligent public sympathy toward the
National Parks. Perhep s our most important function may be that of
endoreing all that is good in the National Park Service, and help-
ing to develop throughout the nation a strong supporting organiza-
tion of citizens, so that the National Parks will be invulnerable
from any attack which might come fram private or local interests.,

We must recognize that it is & national service that we are peiform-
ing, and that the interests of local eommunities and of individuals
cannot outweigh in importance the services to the publie, Individual
rights must, of course, be recognized, but selfish desires or purely
local asmbitions must not guide the policy of a national welfare
organization.

I am not going into any details. I have boiled down
into three statements what seems to me to he the most important ob-
Jectives for our association. I an delighted with the prospect of
the new Board of Trustees and the support which is coming fram
various organizations that we have invited to join with us. Mare
than anything else I am looking forward on the S5th of December to
a good visit with you.

With kindest personal regerds, I am

Sincerely yours




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

c
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT November 24, 1230.

President Y. W. Atwood,
Clark Universitv,
Worcester, lassachusetts.

Ay dear Dr. Atwood:

I am clad to have your letter of November twenty-
first regarding program for the meeting of the National
Parks Association.

I shall be present at the December fifth meeting
prepared to discuss the major questions of organization
and objectives. You know, of course, my view that fol-
lowinz clear definition of a strong organization we
should set up certain plans for work including objec-
tives and specific questions which should be taken up
in the imwediate future.

I have recently been writing certaiﬂpemoranda re-
lative to questions which concern activities of National
Park Service, as also opportunities for service through
Yational Parks Association. One of these memoranda re-
lates to development of the National Park system. I
shall send you a copy of this statement in the near fu-
ture, but it may be several days before I am able to
edit it sufficiently to make it available for discussion.
Pur Educational Cormittee and Advisory Board have al-
ready acted with reference to development of the park
svetem, I feel that this problem should be given ex-
tremely careful study. Up to the present moment, addi-
tions to the park system have developed through many
kinds of procedure and with little relation to consid-
eration of the function of the system and the way in
which it should operate. I believe that one of the most
important functions of the Advisory Board lies in care-
ful examination of all projects relating to addition to
the park system. It is much easier to consider great
questions of use and function before additions are made
than it is to make adjustment with respect to additions
which have been made without reference to specific
function.
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As a second memorandum I have been writing some-
thing regarding discussion of the general educational
program as it is operating in the National Parks. Sup-
port of Hational Park Service #¢ this program might be
extremely helpful in developing the educational plans
along the best possible lines and bring support of the
whole people. There should, I believe, be a frank and
free examinetion of the program as it is developed, If
there are wavs in which the program can be improved, we
would all be delighted to know of suggestions. If there
are any aspects of the work which do not come up to the
hiphest levels, we all of course wish to see the work
bettered.

I shall write you agein regarding these questions
before the date of the December fifth meeting so that we
shall have a clear understanding of what may come up and
how the progrem cen best be handled.

I hear many comments on the new orgenization of
National Parkgassociation and without exception they are
&= favorable.

In accordance with my plen discussed with you
last summer, I have tendered my resignation as chairmean
and memper of thne Park Service Advisory Board. The re-
signation was accepted a few days ago by Secretary Wil-
our. For the present I have withheld resignation from
the Educational Committee, as 1 have the hone that some
additional funds may be obtained for study of some
special problems under the Educational Committee. I
would be interested in helping to develop certain fur-
ther studies of special problems and clearing up some
of the questions which have been under consideration.
Feeling that my resignation micht interfere with this
development, I have allowed my membership to stand—at
any rate for the present.

I am looking forward with pleasure to seeing
you on December fifth.

Very sincerely vours,
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P.3, I have recently had a long talk with Colonel
Lindbergh regarding the rocket progrem. There is much
interest on part of Colonel Lindbergh in this project
and we both feel that the work is proceeding on a
satisfactory basis. It seems to me best not to hold

a meeting of the committee until a little later, when
Dr. Goddard's mechanical work is farther advanced.




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

December 3, 1930.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

President W. W. Atwood,
Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts.

My dear Dr. Atwood:

Just a note to say that, although I promised
to send you a memorandum regarding National Parks As-
sociation, the problem under discussion has been stated
in several forms and it seems best to defer putting
down what I might wish to use until after reviewing
a number of the other statements made. This means
that I will hand to vou here con the morning of the
fifth the material which I had hoped to use at the
meeting that afternoon.

Looking forward with pleasure to seeing you

Friday morning, I am




Dre. John C. Merriam, President
The Carnegle Institution of Washington
Washington, D. C,

Dear Dr. lierriam:

I an enclesing 2 copy of a telegram which I re~
ceived from Mr. Albright and the reply which I sent to him,.

The situation is not a pleesant ome for me to
deal with. I know you ere doing all you can, and I somshow
feel more confidence with you in Washington,and with your
valnable contacts, than in anything else associated with
the situation at present.

I am, moreover, very raich disﬁgj}pea about

Mr. Yard®s condition. I have had a long letter from Ward, in
which he rehearses some of the history of Mr. Yard's work for
the Agsociation, and in which he emphasizes the dangorously

serious condition of lir, Yard. He insists that he must be
rolieved of the finanecial strain under which he has been
working for the last few years. If we fail to do thi
believes that we will ruin Yard's usefulness &s e men.

He virtually implies in his letter that we will kill him,
- He feels that Yard is on the verge of another nervous
breskdown,

A long letter from Mr. Yerd came in yester-
day. It is hend written, and shows that he is in a very
unfortunately nervous state of mind. There are clauses in
it which show that he is almost desperate. I have written
to Hodgson, but I confess I do not feel very much confidence
in what Mr. Hodgson will do in this emergency. I am hoping
that at least a few thousand dollars will come in from mem~
bership dues to tide the argeanization along urtil a group of
us can got together again end plan some way to meet the
emergency which Mr. Yard 1s evidently facing in the conduct
of hig offices
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I cannot get away from Worcester until after
the first of January very well, but I could attend a meet-
ing in Washington or New York sou*fter the first of the
yeara . '

' \ With kindest persomml regards, and with the
most sincere desire %o cooperate with you, I am :

Cordially yours




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON, D.C.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT December 23, 1930,

President W. W. Atwood,
Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts.

My dear Dr. Atwood:

I appreciate your letter of December twentieth
with copies of Albrightt!s telegram to you under date
of December nineteenth and your reply of the same date.

I regret exceedingly the development of a situ-
ation such as is indicated by Mr. Albright's telegram.
If Mr. Albright would attempt to secure unequivocal
data as to the situation, present difficulties would
not have arisen. The position of the American Forestrv
Association relative to the Everglades bill is entirely
on its own right and without reference to other organi-
zations,

Mr. Yard is not opposing the Everglades project.
He is asking that consideration be given to the problem
on its merits and with reference to the major values
of this opportunity. 1In the wide group of people with
whom I am in contact, and who discuss such problems as
the Everglades proposal freely, I find practically no
difference of opinion. I learn of much regret that Na-
tional Park Service has not seen fit to give the kind
of consideration to the problem which would be most ad-
vantageous,

I am much interested in your commént relative

to Ward's statement concerning Mr. Yard. Ward is right
concerning the strain under which Yard lives. But this
is a strange world, in which psychological attitude and
conditions of well-being are intertwined in en inter-
esting way. I was informed yesterday that Mr. Albright
is in bed and much disturbed over the whole situation;
Mr. Yard is apparently rapidly regaeining his health and
is extremely vivacious.
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I had a fine visit with your son on Saturday
evening. I am afraid he may feel that I am verv bru-

tallsmd outspoken relative to park objectives. I am
su he realizes that I am much interested in him and

in his work,and that my objective is to build and not
to destroy.

I know that you are having a busy week and shall
try to see that not too much comes to you from Washing-
ton which would represent a disturbing element during
your sesslons with the geographers.

With all good wishes to you and to your family
for the holiday season, I am

Very truly yours,

o

<
. C./r"f:W [‘//L, Ao 2o v e




CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
WASHINGTON,D.C.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT December 22, 1930.

President W. W. Atwood,
Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts.

My dear Dr. Atwood:

Just a note to say that in looking over
plans for the next two months it has seemed to
me wise to look forward to a meeting of the Ad-
visory Committee on the Rocket Project sometime
late in February or early in March. Would it be
convenient for you to meet with the Advisory Com-
mittee sometime in that periodt? We would, I as-
sume, have opportunity to discuss the details of
the meeting when we are together in Gainesville
about the middle of February.

With all good wishes, I am

Very sincerely vours,

o . - i ’ .‘II
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Dscember 31, 1930

Dr. John C. Merriam, President
The Carnegie Institution of Washington
Wﬂﬁhington. D. c.

Dear Dr. Merriam:

I kmow I shall enjoy meeting with the Advisory Com-
mittee on the Rocket Project, and it will be a very interesting
conference for me also. This is one of the most fascinating prob-
lems that we are identified with, and I went to keep in touch with
it and help it in every way that I can.

I shall probably motor to Florides, and following the
close of the Institute I expect to go to the southern end of the
state and see that wonderful place that so meny people are in~
terested in, On my return I could plan to stop in Washington for
a meeting. That would be somewhere about the 18th to 20th of
February. I wonder if that would prove to be convenient for
others. It 1s rather selfish of me to suggest those dates, but
you see it would mean ons less Journey from Worcester to Washing-
ton. However, if it hed better be later, even into Mareh, I shall
plan to be with you.

Our meetings are proceeding very happily indeed.
There is a large sttendance, we have had soms excellent papers,
and I feel that real progress is being made in this field of
aclentific worke.

Cordially yours
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