Clark University
Clark Digital Commons

Manuscripts Concord, Unitarian Church, 1924-1933

3-1933

Mutual Aid a Factor in Evolution

Earl Clement Davis

Follow this and additional works at: https://commons.clarku.edu/concord_manuscripts


https://commons.clarku.edu/
https://commons.clarku.edu/concord_manuscripts
https://commons.clarku.edu/concord
https://commons.clarku.edu/concord_manuscripts?utm_source=commons.clarku.edu%2Fconcord_manuscripts%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

#utusl aid & Feector in Zvolution.

' The unexpecied by-products of historic events are frejuently

of greater imporiunce ithen egataégarary obeprvTOTs sre aware,

- "Neoessity is the mother of invention” is ons of those familiar
phirases that is satursted with a wisdom born of the XemEEk
rough and ready experisaces of living. ¥We have watched current
events with a keen eye as to what the "Unemployed"themselves
might contrivute $o the sclubion of our ﬁiffi#nltiaa* By no

means the least intcresting zaud suggestive aspests of their

behavior have been ithelr ﬁ&y@rimaﬁtg in sel? aglgﬁy~*

aid,znd barter, Many facis have h@ﬁﬁ gather, See , Tor exanple,
the lew Yory Sunday Tinmes, Mareh 12, 1833, “$ﬁ§ Million
smericans Learn To Get Along 7ithout Money" is an account of
;haa“th& Unenployed have pooled thelr Tesources of brains,
trades, and needs in an effort ét sell hezy and mutual aid,

The tale is absorbing and stimﬁiaﬁes ﬁhﬁaght. It gives us an
out of

~illustration of the elemenial needs and nethods Ryxuwirionk
shieh our whole industrial and comsercial structure is built.

1t inveives nct only th& gxxzixxzs element of primitive barter
and exchange, bul suggests in a markeévﬁﬁgrsa that resonrce-
fulness and co~cperstive spirit thaet has been cherscteristic
- of the best of the plomeers who settled on these shores and
pushed their wey seross to the Pacifie, These energetic unemploy-
ed , under grim necessity, have discovered ways of meeting needs
and helping one ancther in trying ﬁimaa, Sewing rooms, bakeries,
restaurants, barber shops, coal mines, small factories, fm,
canneries , news-papers buave besn developed, The list is long,
covering almost tne whole range of human needs, The story is
thrilling, It mey prove io be one of those by-products of history

that becomes constructively importan$. At leest ithese experiments
in primitive ways of living are suggestive.
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The unexpected by—products of historic events are
frequently of greater importance then contemporary observers
are aware. “Necessity is the mother of invention” is one of
those familiar phrases that is saturated with a wisdom born
of the rough and ready experiences of living. We have
watched current events with a keen eye as to what the
“Unemployed” themselves might contribute to the solution of
our difficulties. By no means the least interesting and
suggestive aspects of their behavior have been their
experiments with self-help, mutual aid and barter. Many
facts have been gathered. See, for example, the New York
Sunday Times, March 12, 1933. “One Million Americans Learn
to Get Along Without Money” is an account of how the
Unemployed have pooled their resources of brains,
trades, and needs in an effort at self-help and mutual
aid. The tale is absorbing and stimulates thought. It gives
us an illustration of the elemental needs and methods out of
which our whole industrial and commercial structure is
built. It involves not only the element of primitive barter
and exchange, but suggests in a marked degree that
resourcefulness end cooperative spirit that has been
characteristic of the best of the pioneers who settled on
these shores and pushed their way across to the Pacific.
These energetic unemployed, under grim necessity, have
discovered ways of meeting needs and helping one another in
trying times. Sewing rooms, bakeries, restaurants, barber
shops, coal mines, small factories, farms, canneries, news—
papers been developed. The list is long, covering almost the
whole range of human needs. The story is thrilling. It may
prove to be one of those by—products of history that becomes
constructively important. At least these experiments in
primitive ways of living are suggestive.
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