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Archives and 
Literary History: 
English House

Christina Rose Walcott
Advisor: Professor Justin Shaw

Clark University Yearbook, 1976



Original Research Questions

▫ Who is Anderson? 
▫ When/what year was the house built? 
▫ What is and was the social and architectural relationship of 

the house to its neighborhood? 
▫ When were the Nipmuc pushed off the land? Where did they 

go? 
▫ What are the memories of the people who have occupied the 

house? 
▫ At what point did all of this land become property of the city 

of Worcester? 
▫ Where did the Comins get the cotton? 



Timeline

1960≈1930190218981887188218741870185518371835pre-1700

Nipmuc homelands

Sam Belyea sells to 
Henry H. Chamberlin 
and others

Daniel Tainter sells 
property to Worcester 
Mechanics Savings 
Bank

Worcester Mechanics 
Savings Bank sells the 
property to Luther 
Slater. 

Mary E. Slater sells the 
property to Irving E.  
Comins

Exchange of property 
ownership through 
marriage and death 
within the Comins 
family

David J. Brigham sells 
to Sam Belyea

Henry H. Chamberlin 
sells to Daniel Tainter

Tainter’s mill burns 
down; lawsuit against 
the City of Worcester

Clark University is 
established 

Opening of the Clark 
undergraduate college 
and English 
department

Clark University 
Trustees purchases 
12 Hawthorne St. 



Nipmuc and 
Quinsigamond

● What is a land acknowledgement? 
● How is history written to include and 

exclude the Indigenous people who 
originally inhabited this land? 



Timeline

1960≈1930190218981887188218741870185518371835pre-1700

Nipmuc homelands

Sam Belyea sells to 
Henry H. Chamberlin 
and others

Daniel Tainter sells 
property to Worcester 
Mechanics Savings 
Bank

Worcester Mechanics 
Savings Bank sells the 
property to Luther 
Slater. 

Mary E. Slater sells the 
property to Irving E.  
Comins

Exchange of property 
ownership through 
marriage and death 
within the Comins 
family

David J. Brigham sells 
to Samuel Belyea

Henry H. Chamberlin 
sells to Daniel Tainter

Tainter’s mill burns 
down; lawsuit against 
the City of Worcester

Clark University is 
established 

Opening of the Clark 
undergraduate college 
and English 
department

Clark University 
Trustees purchases 
12 Hawthorne St. 



Samuel Belyea



Samuel Belyea

● What does this document tell us about the 
creation of land boundaries? 

● How do we know that this is the right 
document? 

Book 310, Page 628



Timeline

1960≈1930190218981887188218741870185518371835pre-1700

Nipmuc homelands

Sam Belyea sells to 
Henry H. Chamberlin 
and others

Daniel Tainter sells 
property to Worcester 
Mechanics Savings 
Bank

Worcester Mechanics 
Savings Bank sells the 
property to Luther 
Slater. 

Mary E. Slater sells the 
property to Irving E.  
Comins

Exchange of property 
ownership through 
marriage and death 
within the Comins 
family

David J. Brigham sells 
to Sam Belyea

Henry H. Chamberlin 
sells to Daniel Tainter

Tainter’s mill burns 
down; lawsuit against 
the City of Worcester

Clark University is 
established 

Opening of the Clark 
undergraduate college 
and English 
department

Clark University 
Trustees purchases 
12 Hawthorne St. 



Henry Chamberlin



Henry Chamberlin

● How do we know that this is the right 
document? 

● What does this document tell us? 

Book 322, Page 612



Timeline

1960≈1930190218981887188218741870185518371835pre-1700

Nipmuc homelands

Sam Belyea sells to 
Henry H. Chamberlin 
and others

Daniel Tainter sells 
property to Worcester 
Mechanics Savings 
Bank

Worcester Mechanics 
Savings Bank sells the 
property to Luther 
Slater. 

Mary E. Slater sells the 
property to Irving E.  
Comins

Exchange of property 
ownership through 
marriage and death 
within the Comins 
family

David J. Brigham sells 
to Sam Belyea

Henry H. Chamberlin 
sells to Daniel Tainter

Tainter’s mill burns 
down; lawsuit against 
the City of Worcester

Clark University is 
established 

Opening of the Clark 
undergraduate college 
and English 
department

Clark University 
Trustees purchases 
12 Hawthorne St. 



Daniel and Sarah Tainter

● What does the property look like at this time? 
● What do the surrounding properties tell us 

about the neighborhood? 

Worcester City Atlas, 1870



Daniel and Sarah Tainter

● What does the property look like at this time? 
● What do the surrounding properties tell us 

about the neighborhood? 

Worcester City Atlas, 1870



Daniel and Sarah Tainter

● What does the property look like at this time? 
● What do the surrounding properties tell us 

about the neighborhood? 

Worcester City Atlas, 1886
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1960≈1930190218981887188218741870185518371835pre-1700

Nipmuc homelands

Sam Belyea sells to 
Henry H. Chamberlin 
and others

Daniel Tainter sells 
property to Worcester 
Mechanics Savings 
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Savings Bank sells the 
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within the Comins 
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David J. Brigham sells 
to Sam Belyea
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sells to Daniel Tainter

Tainter’s mill burns 
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Clark University is 
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Clark University 
Trustees purchases 
12 Hawthorne St. 



Luther Slater

● What does this document tell us? 

Worcester City Atlas, 1886



Timeline

1960≈1930190218981887188218741870185518371835pre-1700

Nipmuc homelands

Sam Belyea sells to 
Henry H. Chamberlin 
and others

Daniel Tainter sells 
property to Worcester 
Mechanics Savings 
Bank

Worcester Mechanics 
Savings Bank sells the 
property to Luther 
Slater. 

Mary E. Slater sells the 
property to Irving E.  
Comins

Exchange of property 
ownership through 
marriage and death 
within the Comins 
family

David J. Brigham sells 
to Sam Belyea

Henry H. Chamberlin 
sells to Daniel Tainter

Tainter’s mill burns 
down; lawsuit against 
the City of Worcester

Clark University is 
established 

Opening of the Clark 
undergraduate college 
and English 
department

Clark University 
Trustees purchases 
12 Hawthorne St. 



Comins Family

● How does this deed compare to 
ones that we have viewed 
previously? 

Book 4160, Page 
549



Comins Family

12 Hawthorne St., 1910, Paul Tasse

12 Hawthorne St., 1910, Paul Tasse



Timeline

1960≈1930190218981887188218741870185518371835pre-1700

Nipmuc homelands

Sam Belyea sells to 
Henry H. Chamberlin 
and others

Daniel Tainter sells 
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Mechanics Savings 
Bank

Worcester Mechanics 
Savings Bank sells the 
property to Luther 
Slater. 
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ownership through 
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within the Comins 
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David J. Brigham sells 
to Sam Belyea

Henry H. Chamberlin 
sells to Daniel Tainter

Tainter’s mill burns 
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Clark University is 
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Clark 

● English House & Clark University

1886 Worcester City Atlas



Clark 

1896 Worcester City Atlas



Clark 

1911 Worcester City Atlas



Who is the 
“Anderson” 
of Anderson 
House? 

Option 1

Roy and Barbara 
Andersen? 

Option 2

A donor

Option 3

Karl Anderson

https://clarknow.clarku.edu/2020/04/28/clark-
english-department-to-host-virtual-spring-
fling/



Researching in the Archive: History of the English 
Department

▫ Originally part of Clark College, not Clark University
▫ English and History office were located in the same office in 

Clark College, room 51 (in what is now Jonas Clark hall)
▫ English Dept. moves to “English House” at 12 Hawthorne in 

late 1960s
▫ Originally had a garage behind/beside the house on the 

property, also purchased by Clark
▫ House contained many stained glass windows (now stolen) 

from earlier residents.
▫ Shifts in the curriculum over time



Common Themes Throughout the Oral Histories

Who is Anderson?

The illusive 
nomenclature of 
English house. 

Home

The warm feeling of 
camaraderie, 
family, and home 
within the 
department house. 

Teaching

Each professor’s 
love of teaching and 
meaningful 
relationships with 
students. 

English

House



Questions that Remain & Future Work

▫ What do the Andersons mean to the house? 
▫ Go back further with the “owners” of English House
▫ Floor plans of each of the structures on the property
▫ Testimony from descendants of the Comins
▫ Testimony from student alumni
▫ More recent written history of Worcester and Nipmuc



Thank you!

▫ Cindy Shenette at the Goddard Archives and 
Special Collections

▫ Kim Toney at the American Antiquarian 
Society

▫ Wendy Essery at the Worcester Historical 
Museum

▫ State Library of Massachusetts
▫ Emeriti Professors of the English Dept

▪ Professors Vaughn, Elliott, and Conron
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